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to GRADUATES

I wish to add my congratulations to the many which you have
already received today from your friends and relatives, your
classmates and your teachers. I congratulate you on the
achievement which is recognized in this observance, for I well
know the labor and sacrifice which have been necessary to bring
you to this hour. I congratulate you on the preparation which
you have made for a future, admittedly unknown, which lies
ahead of you. But most of all I want to congratulate you on
choosing a Christian college, such as Northwestern College, as
the kind of institution to which you have turned to carry out that
preparation. I don't know if the thought has come home to you
yet, but I want to say to you that in my opinion the education you
have earned here at this kind of college is, in several important
respects, superior to the education you might have earned at
any other type of institution of higher education in the United
States. I congratulate you on the choice you have made in
becoming an alumnus of this college, and I want to invite you to
think with me for a few minutes about the distinctive quality
and excellence of education in the Christian college.
THE PERMEATING FACTOR of CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
The notion of Christian higher education means different
things to different people, of course. As I conceive it, a Christian
college is an institution in which the Christian faith is more than
a phase or fragment of the educational process, but the controlling and permeating factor which gives unity and meaning
to the whole. From this point of view, the Christian college is: 1)
a group of scholars in conscientious search for better understanding of the elements of the Christian faith and of the applicatior
of the Christian system of belief in all the areas of human life
and thought: 2) a community of fellowship and worship guided
by Christian values and aimed at the purification of Christian
commitment; and 3) an agency for developing the human
resources of the Christian church through evangelism and
training.
I am not saying, of course, that the Christian college is not
other things as well - there are many respects in which a
Christian college is no different from any other college, and we
might on another occasion have reason to dwell on the characteristics which a Christian college shares in common with other
collegiate institutions. When I say that education at a Christian
college is superior in certain respects to the education offered at
any other type of institution of higher education in the U. S. I am
not. of course, claiming that the Christian colleges are in-point of
fact, superior
to other institutions.
The truth is that
Christian colleges do not compare favorably with other institutions in respect to many of the essential functions of a
college. But here I am concerned to emphasize the distinctive
features of a college as Christian. And I think that among these
distinctives are the effort to grapple systematically
with
problems of Christian belief, the effort to sustain a community
of faith for the nurture of personal Christian discipleship, and
the attempt to train and recruit for the Christian church the
kinds of persons needed to foster the work of Christ's kingdom in
this day and age. And what I want to say to you is that these are

distinctives which make your educational experience at a
Christian college superior in several respects to that offered in
the main line of American education and indeed in most places
throughout the world.
You, perhaps, think of Northwestern College as a minority
voice in American higher education, as isolated from the main
stream. And you are right. Not only is the distinctively Christian
college outside the main stream, but it has to go against the
stream of the dominant educational and social movements of
our time. But though you are in the minority. you are still in
many important respects better off than the majority. God's
work, in fact, has always been carried on by a faithful remnant.
and although the remnant may at times become discouraged
about the smallness of their number, they may, on the other
hand, possess the confidence of knowing that they are right.
You should be careful to avoid becoming confused about what
it is about your education at Northwestern College that is
superior by comparison to the education you might have earned
at another institution which lacked the control of Christian conviction. The superiority is not, for example, in the more personal attention which you receive from the faculty and staff in
the Christian institution. The fact is that there are many settings
of American education with no particular association with the
Christian religion where you would get more personalized
educational service than you would receive at most Christian
colleges. Furthermore, you should be careful to avoid mere sentimentality and romanticism as you look back on your alma
mater. You should be candid in recognizing its weaknesses as
well as its strengths, and you should not try to make either yourself or other people believe that Christian higher education is in
every way better than the secular counterpart. You should
recognize that there are some respects in which education at
Christian colleges is, in fact, mediocre and inferior.
TWO FUNDAMENTAL

QUALITIES of CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Still what I want to stress to you today is that there are two
fundamental respects in which the education provided at a
Christian college is better than any other form of education: I}
It is better in that it provides you with the materials for a synthesis of all experience, without omitting any of the basic
elements of experience and 2) It is better in that it deliberately
and systematically guides you towards the identification of
values and goals through which you can establish your own person-hood and develop the capacity to discipline your life by
reference to ideals of your own choosing. These are the facets of
your college experience which constitute the added dimension of
Christian higher education.
I predict that as time goes on you will increasingly value what
happened to you during your period on this campus in precisely
these terms. You will look back with gratitude to the intellectual rigor of your studies. I am sure: you will remember with
fondness the friendships you sustained here. But most of all, I
think, you will be thankful to Northwestern College for its role in
helping you to become clearer about what it means to be a
Christian in the twentieth century.

EXHORTATION to GRADUATES
Now I would like to turn from applause to exhortation. I hope
that your gratitude for a Christian higher education will lead
you in your own turn. to act to preserve and enhance this option
in American education. You have worked hard and made many
sacrifices to earn your degree at this college. But your labors
are small by comparison to the labors of people in both this
generation and earlier ones who have worked to found and
maintain this kind of college. And I hope that as you leave this
college to enter the ranks of the alumni. you wiJl remember that

the preservation of Christian higher education will require even
greater labor and sacrifice in the future than was necessary in
the past. I hope that you will sense a vocation to contribute in
specific ways to the strengthening of Christian institutions of
higher education in the years ahead.
YOUR OPPORTUNITY

The Christian church in America had an opportunity in the
twentieth century to realize the _promise of Christian higher
education on a grand scale. That opportunity has been missed,
and I'm afraid that it has been missed for a long, long time to
come. It may have been missed for all history. Rarely have the
political, social, and economic forces at work in a society combined to afford the opportunity to establish a network of
Christian colleges on the scale that was possible in the United
States in the first half of the twentieth century. There has never
been any time in history or any place in the world where this opportunity has been equalled. The environment of political
freedom. wealth, cultural and social pluralism and diversity,
the frontier. and an expanding technology. created for the
American church a unique and perhaps unrepeatable opportunity to fulfill on a large scale the promise of a program of
higher education that is both intellectually rigorous and
thoroughly Christian.
But through the erosion either of
academic standards or of Christian commitment, these institutions have dropped away one by one, until all that remains
now is the opportunity to establish here and there an institutional example of what was once possible as a wide-ranging
system of institutions. The opportunity to establish a national
system of Christian colleges is gone now, We have left only the
opportunity to sustain a few such institutions here and there.
But the limited opportunity that remains to us can be missed,
too. The implementation of the idea of a Christian college on
even a limited scale requires talent, dedication, and means
which this generation, too, may be unable to commit to the task.
For the next two decades or so. the opportunity to establish
strong Christian colleges remains a practical and real one.
Before long, however, the church -vill find it extremely difficult
to broaden the institutional base of its educational ministries. I
am predicting that whatever the church achieves in the way of
institutional strength in the next two decades will establish the
level of its operations in the field of higher education for the
greater part of the t wenty-Ii rst century.
The opportunity to fulfill the promise of Christian higher
education has not yet been met by the church. It has hardly been
recognized. Nor has the church realized the uniqueness and
momentousness of the opportunity which remains before it. And
I suspect that the staff. students, and constituents of Northwestern College. too, have some distance to go in recognizing
and fulfilling the calling which is open to them in connection
with this particular service in Christian higher education.
To meet this opportunity we must do several things: Ljwe
(continued on back cover)

An Apology
Regretably the name of the Honorable Martin Van
Oosterhout L. L. D" Northwestern, 1970, was omitted
from the donor's list which appeared in the fall issue of
THE CLASSIC, Judge Van Oosterhout's name should
appear as a member of THE PRESIDENT'S CLUB.
We are sorry about this error. Our record is getting
better but if there are others of you who were omitted
or incorrectly listed, we're sorry about that too.
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northwestern's
board

it happened
on campus

CHANGES IN
NORTHWESTERN'S

AWARDS GRANTED
DENNIS FEEKES
won the initial
scholarship
prize
of the CINDY
ROWEN HORST Memorial presented by
Mr. and Mrs. H, VIRGIL ROWEN HORST
('44), The scholarship was granted on the
basis of vocal talent, general musicianship, evidence of probable future success
in the field of vocal music, Christian commitment, personality and financial need.
PERRY DE GROOT and STEVE POMP
were recipients of the Jacob Moss PreTheological Scholarship at the 1972Honors
Convocation. Consideration was given to
outstanding
ability
in the field of
theological studies, financial need, and
membership in the Reformed Church in
America.
ANDREA VAN BEEK and DAVID
REINKE received the first annual E. B.
Grossman
Jr. pre-medical
student
assistant award. The Natural Science
division faculty determined who should
receive the award.

JOAN BLOM and HARVEY VAN
VELDHUIZEN, both seniors, are Northwestern College's Danforth Fellowship
candidates. They were selected by the
Honors and Eligibility Committee of the
faculty. Joan is a music major and Harvey, biology major, hopes to teach marine
biology.
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Kyo bashi in Tokyo

- a Stegeman print

GIFTS TO NORTHWESTERN
COLLEGE
MRS. H. V. E. STEGEMAN presented to
NW over thirty Japanese woodcut prints
which were framed and have become a
part of Northwestern's permanent collection. Half of the prints are very old consisting of human figures which depict the
costumes and customs of the Japanese and
the others are flowers of striking and
delicate color. The prints are on display in
the Stegeman Room of Ramaker Library.
MRS. JACOB HEEMSTRA presented to
NW a collection of 20 radio talks delivered
by Dr. Jacob Heemstra while he served as
President
of the Junior College and
Academy. At the time of his presidency
Northwestern presented a weekly radio
program which originated from the campus. In 1947 this program merged with
Temple Time. Called "Send the Light,"
the station broadcasted sermons, speeches
by faculty members and music by the NW
choir. Mrs.Heemstra also presented to the
college, ten scientific papers prepared by
JOHN ('41) and RAYMOND
('46)
HEEMSTRA. The papers deal with the
results of research in chemistry and
medicine covering the years 1959-70.
DR. THEORA ENGLAND presented a
collection of scrapbooks, books, recordings and photographs which constitute a
record of the activities of the Speech and
Drama Department to Ramaker Library.
This collection has been placed in the
Heritage Room.

BOARD

After a year and a half study by a
special committee of NW's Board, five
major changes have been passed in order
to make the Board a more effective body.
The membership has been reduced from
55 to 42. Twenty-six are elected by the
Classes of the Reformed
Church in
America which compose the three western
synods of Michigan, Chicago and the West.
Three are elected by the General Synod
and thirteen by the Board of Trustees. The
tenure of service on the Board has been
reduced from six to four years. A rotating
system has been introduced. After two
consecutive terms, a trustee is not eligible
for re-election until two years have elapsed. There are now two meetings held each
year instead of one, with meetings held in
the spring and the fall. A committee of
trustees
will conduct an orientation
program for new trustees and they will
evaluate the committee's organization and
effectiveness
and assist in recruiting
trustees. Dr. Lars Granberg, President of
NW, says, "The smaller board. the change
in election procedures and the orientation
program for board members will strengthen the effectiveness of the trustees."

Rev. Donald Lenderink & Rev. Garret Docter

Rev. Garret Docter, who has been chairman of the NW College Board since 1962,
resigned his position at the last general
meeting. Rev. Donald Lenderink, pastor of
Trinity Reformed Church in Orange City,
has been named his successor. Mr. Lenderink has served as vice-chairman since
1969.
Henry J. Te Paske and Col. Henry J.
Ramaker, who served on the Board for
more than twenty years, have also resigned.

news

brief s

CONSECRATION

WEEK

George Sheffer, a member of the Young
Life Staff of Colorado Springs, was the
speaker for NW's Consecration Week,
November 6 - 10. Mr. Sheffer has done extensive work with youth in urban areas
and has recently instituted a rehabilitation
program for young people with drug
problems. Familiar with the programs
and future hopes of young people, Sheffer
and his wife spoke with students in casual
sessions throughout
the week. Beth
Siderius and Darrell Koopmans were Consecration Week chairmen.

CHOIRS PRESENT MESSIAH
In two performances on Sunday, December 3, the combined choirs of Northwestern presented portions of Handel's
MESSIAH. Dr. Vernon TarreJl, Chairman
of the Fine Arts Division, directed the performance. The chorus was accompanied
by the college/community orchestra, augmented by several professional players.
Solo work was performed by Northwestern
students.

PLACEMENT SERVICES FOR
ALL NW GRADUATES
For many years, placement services at
Northwestern
College were primarily
geared to teacher education graduates.
However, with the increasing number of
liberal arts graduates. attempts are being
made to extend these services to meet the
needs of aJl graduates. The CoJleges of
Mid-America recently conducted a career
planning seminar to acquaint graduates
with the placement services provided by
the CMA Placement Office. Employment
interviews with various industries and
businesses are provided through an appointment with the CoJlege Placement Office or with Mr .. Robert L. Mc Cleery,
Director of Career and Placement Services CMA, Insurance Exchange Building,
Suite 415, Sioux City, Iowa.

Campaign Helpers, Left to Right: Virgil Dykema, Bennie Mulder, Les Kuiken,
Wallace Vermeer, Chairman and Dwayne Plender

NORTHWESTERN

DAYS CAMPAIGN

The victory goal of $23,000was reached
in the Northwestern Days Campaign conducted
recently.
Dr. WALLACE
VERMEER '50, Chairman for the Northwestern Days Committee, was assisted by

HOMECOMING

1972

(See the next two pages)

Approximately 200 alumni and friends
were present for the Homecoming Dinner
on October 21, 1972. Allan Schimmel '62
served as Master of Ceremonies and entertainment was furnished by The Sonshine

Group. The Class of '62 was recognized
and introduced by Class President, Virgil
Muilenburg. '62 Class members present
were Fred Verdoorn, Don Kuiper, Douglas
Van Berkurn, Don Vander Stoep, Marjorie Vander Ploeg Beernink, Marlene
Star Mellema, Allan Schimmel and Virgil
Muilenburg.
Four new members were elected to the
Alumni Board to serve for three year terms. They are Mary Jane Hofland '72, Dennis Rozeboom '72, Verle Duistermars '55,
and Carol Veencamp Bastemeyer
'56.
Harlan Eemisse '62 and Lloyd Woelber '52
were re-elected for three year terms.

VIRGIL DYKEMA '60, Bennie Mulder,
LES KUIKEN '70, Dwayne Plender,
NORMAN BASTEMEYER '51, and Jack
Van Rooyan.

MEANINGFUL
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HomeComing

1972

Virgil Muilenburg
introducing the Classof 1962

Homecoming Play: "You're a Good Man Charlie Brown"

Homecoming Queen
Melodee Dekker

Del DeHaan receives Alumni Giving Incentive
Award from President Lars Granberg

Classes of 1919 to 1928: Left·to right - Mrs. H.V.E. Stegeman (former teacher), Mary Siegers Korver '21, Rev.
Henry Korver '20, Mrs. Herman De Haan, Herman De Haan '20, Jeane De Jong Vander Berg '28, Bert Vander
Berg '26, Amy Te Paske Broad '26, Ralph Broad, Mrs. George Kots, Rev. George Kots '19, Mathilda Lubbers
Schoep '28, Fern Smith Howenhorst
(former teacher),
Edith Roetman Kraai '27, Mrs. Jacob Heemstra- wife
of Dr. Jacob Heemstra (First Pres. of NW Junior College).

All-Conference
Selections
From Northwestern
Tri-State Conference coaches selected
eight Northwestern gridmen to its All-Conference team. Five more were included in
the Honorable Mention group
Cornie Wassink, an offensive
tackle,

Raiders in Finals
The NW Red Raiders experienced their
first unbeaten football season in history in

1972. The Raiders who stood fourth in
NA1A ratings in mid-November, extended
their winning streak to 15 games and many
school records were broken, Sophomore
running back, Mitch Bengaard, broke four
records on the last day of the season
against Southwest Minnesota State. The
records were for most points in one game,

most points in one season, most touch-

whelmingly exceeded the record of 13 TD
passes in a season, throwing 20, Curt was
18th in national passing statistics
and
foremost
among
Conference
signal

callers. Ranked high in the nation's crop of
pass receivers,

fleet-footed

Dave Hector

was a deep threat to all opponents. He
caught 32 passes for 725yards and was often double-teamed. He wound up 13th on
the national
ference.

scene

and first in the Con-

Curt Krull, quarterback, Mitch Bengaard,
halfback and Dave Hector, flanker, were
chosen to the All-Conference Offense. Ray
Neville, tackle, Tom Rieck. tackle, Elwin
Van Gorp,
linebacker
and Wayne
Lawrence,
safety, made the Defensive
team.
Tom Anderson,
split end, and Dave
Reinke, tight end, were named Honorable
Mention
Offense.
Raiders
on the
Honorable Mention Defense were Mike
Bengaard, end, Ken Bahrke, cornerback

and Dale McDonough, cornerback.

downs in a game. and most touchdowns in
a singte season. He was also the nation's

third leading scorer with 90 points, just 6
points behind the leader and the Tri
State's secane! leading rusher.
Quarterback Curt Krull bettered two
passing records. He broke one for the most
completions in a season - 86, and over-

Sports
7

Women's Sports
at Northwestern
The Io-Kota Women's Athletic Conference was organized this year with the
following members: University of South
Dakota and Mount Marty, Dordt, Westmar, Buena Vista, Morningside, Briar
Cliff, Sioux Empire and Northwestern
Colleges. Conference sports are volleyball,
basketball and softball.

Volleyball The Varsity team holds a 4-4 overall
record and a 3-4 conference record. the
JV's have a 0-3 record.
Basketball Team: Left to right - Dave Aalbers, Rick White, Harry Vander Pol, Mitch Bengard,
Tom Anderson, Jim Woudstra, Dave Sikrna, Mark Johnson, Roger Kempers, Glen Bouma, Tom
Estes, Front - Bob Boerigter, coach and Brad Vermeer, manager.

Northwestern

Cagers

Geared for '72 - '73 Season
Four of last year's regulars have returned to the Basketball squad and three experienced veterans are contending for the
fifth starting spot. Red Raider hopes start
with 6-6 Junior center Jim Woudstra, a
third year starter. Although the team centers around him for his scoring potential
and the need for his rebounding to start the
deadly fast-break, the other positions are
held by highly competent athletes. Tom
Estes and Dave Aalbers, 5-10 seniors and
Roger Kempers, 6~2senior, are the other
returning starters. Juniors Dave Sikma
and Harry Vander Pol and sophomore

Mark Johnson are challengers for the
other forward spot. Rounding out the varsity team are Glen Bouma, Rick White,
Tom Anderson and Mitch Bengaard. New
head coach Bob Boerigter says th, chances for a third consecutive Tri Stale Conference title are good. The past season
featured a three-team race (NW, Yankton
and Bethel) and' Westmar poses a threat
also this year. Junior Varsity Coach, Paul
Muyskens, has a roster of 14 players with
plenty of height. Six players, all freshmen,
are 6-4 or taller. At this time we have a 15-3
record.

Field Hockey The Women's
Field Hockey team
finished their second season with a 4-2
record. Thei r competition was with Sioux
Falls, Mount Marty, Augustana
and
Yankton Colleges and the University of
South Dakota. The team was coached by
Jean Mast and Bonnie Burnell, student
coach. Field Hockey is a non-conference
sport.

Soccer
The Raider soccer club has completed
its season for the fall of '72. As only a
recent addition to the athletic program at
NW, the team has compiled a record of 3-22. Under the coaching direction of Bruce
Murphy and the leadership of Keith Geense, the team has shown continued improvement -and are looking forward to
another successful season in 1973.

1972 - 1973 Wrestling
Outlook
The 1972-1973wrestling season opened
December 2 at Yankton. The Red Raiders
have eight returning
lettermen
with
seniors, Larry Meendering and John
Vande Weerd, heading the list. Ray
Neville, Dan Moser, Dan Gray, Dave
Fjare, Rick Keith and Herm Schweers.
other returning
lettermen,
with their
coach, Russ King and a good group of
freshmen are planning to make this the
best year in Raider Wrestling.
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Wrestling Team: First r~w, left to right: Larry Meendering, Dan Gray, Dave Fjare, Lonnie Frey,
Mike Rohde - Second row: John Conrad, Ray Neville, Rick Keith, Rusty Jahn, Steve Berendes,
Don Althaus, Dan Moser: Third row - Chuck Knowles, Terry Roberts, Randy Gahring, Doug Uhl,
Herm Schweers, Dave Coleman

activities of
staff members

J
1

1

1

DR. LARS I. GRANBERG, President of
NW College
and
H. VIRGIL
ROWENHORST 1'44), President of Northwestern State Bank, have been recognized
for their role in the expansion of the Iowa
College Foundation. The Foundation is an
association of private and junior colleges
formed to solicit jointly the financial support from individuals, business and industry. The Iowa College Foundation
reported a substantial increase in gift income for the fiscal year ending June 3,
1972. In addition to the record amount,
$464,642, a special incentive grant of
$16,000was given by U.S. Steel Foundation
for program enrichment of the central office. Dr. Granberg serves on the Board of
Governors and Mr. Rowenhorst is a member of the Bankers Advisory Committee.
RODNEY
JISKOOT,
Associate
Professor of Music at NW, received the D.
Mus. A. degree in organ from the University of Colorado at Boulder. Dr. Jiskoot is
the third person to receive this degree in
organ performance from the University
who initiated the degree fifteen years ago.
DONALD G. LINDSKOOG, Assistant
Professor of Psychology, returned to NW
after a three year leave of absence. During
his leave he earned
the Ph.D. in
Psychology at Baylor University, Waco,
Texas. Dr. Lindskoog holds a B.A. from
Northwestern
University, Evanston, a
B.D. from Western Theological Seminary
and the M.A. from the University of
Chicago.
SAMMIE CRATCH, a graduate student
from Baylor University, serves as lecturer
in Psychology for the 1972-73 academic
year.
ROBERT BOERIGTER ('701 serves as
interim basketball coach at NW during the
absence of Don Jacobsen who has been
granted a leave of absence to work on a
Ph.D. at Colorado State College. Bob served as head basketball coach for two years
at Little Rock before coming to NW. He
will also coach cross country and golf.
CORRINE SONNE VELDT, student
counselor at NW, was instrumental
in
securing a U.S. Government Title III grant
for three years for the II Colleges of MidAmerica
to initiate
a program
for
providing training for student residence
hall counselors: The program is in its
second year at NW and is considered a suc-cess. There are 22 student counselors who
have accepted the responsibility.

DR. SYLVIO SCORZA, a member of the
Religion Department, participated in a
forthcoming publication to be called The
Old Testament from 26 Translations. It is
projected as a three volume companion to
The New Testament from 26 Translations.
published by Zondervan Publishing Company in 1967.
DR. EARL WILLIAM KENNEDY and
DR. SYLVIO SCORZA serve as abstractors for Retigious and TheoLogicaL Ab·
stracts. They, along with forty-six other
scholars, reduce the contents of articles in
religious journals to a maximum of one
hundred words each. They handle three of
the more than 130 journals abstracted by
RTA. Dr. Kennedy works with two journals on church history, Zeiischriii fur Kirchengeschichte
and A rchiv fur Reformationsgeschichte.
Dr. Scorza is responsible for a journal on the Dead Sea Scrolls,
Revue de Qumran.

DR. JOHN STAPERT is working for the
Particular Synod of the West with offices
in Zwemer Hall of Northwestern College.
ROBERT SCHNEIDER
accepted a
position as Acquisitions Librarian at Northern Kentucky State College.
FORREST VAN OSS serves as a counsellor at Jefferson Community College in
Louisville, Kentucky. Mrs. Van Oss is the
former JANE DE JONG ('501.
PAUL BORGMAN has been appointed
associate professor of English at NW. He
formerly taught at George Williams
College, City College and the Lutheran
School of Theology in Chicago. Prof. Borgman is a graduate of Wheaton College and
earned the M.A. degree in Philosophy at
Southern Illinois University. He received a
Ph.D. in English from the University of
Chicago.
DELBERT
VAN MAANEN ('501
associate professor of Business at NW,
received the Specialist
in Education
degree in Business Education from the
University of Northern Colorado.
RODNEY JUFFER
('571, Assistant
Professor of Education, has been appointed chairman of the Education Division.
FLORENCE HUFFMAN, Associate
Professor of Education, was honored by
the Northwest Iowa Reading Council at its
regional meeting.
PAUL M. KOEHN, Chairman of the
Education Division, resigned his position
at the end of the last school year to enter
business in the field of plastics.
EDWARD L. STETSON, Director of
Public Information, resigned his position
to accept the position of Director of
Development at Lindenwood College in S1.
Charles,
Missouri.
MILDRED BLUMEYER, Housemother
at Union Dorm, resigned her position to
take up residence in Sheldon, Iowa.

alumni
news
'18
MARIE EERKES
Cam bier and her
husband William were honored recently on
several occasions in celebration of their
50th wedding anniversary. Mrs. Cam bier
graduated from the Academy in 1918.Her
husband Bill has been associated with the
Cambier automobile business -in Orange
City since 1927.

'24
DR. ALFRED M. POPMA, who for the
past five years has been fulltime coordinator and regional director of Western
Interstate
Commission
for Higher
Education's
Mountain States Regional
Medical Program, has retired. Over the
years he has worked for improving health
education and health care in the West. His
efforts were particularly designed to improve the care of patients with heart
disease,
cancer,
stroke and related
diseases. Dr. Pop rna has earned a national
reputation for his work in the area of cancer and he was sometimes respectfully
called "Mr. Cancer" by his colleagues.
Idaho's first radiologist, he was in private
practice in Boise from 1938 to 1966when he
accepted the Regional Medical Program
job. He is past national president and now
honorary life member of the beard of the
American Cancer Society and has served
in many capacities of the Idaho Medical
Association and the Idaho State Board of
Health. Dr. Popma and Mrs. Popma the
former DOROTHY WIERSMA '24, will
continue to live in Boise where he will
carryon a part-time consulting practice
for several health-related agencies and he
will continue to serve on the Special
Medical Advisory Group for the Veterans
Administration.
The Pop mas have a
married daughter living in Washington.
'25
DR. HARM TIMMER is now retired after serving for 35 years as minister in the
Presbyterian Church USA. He and Mrs.
Timmer presently
live in Osmond,
Nebraska where Mrs. Timmer is teaching
school.
REV. PETER H. HEEMSTRA retired
in September after serving in the active
ministry for 41 years. He was director of
Christian Education at Buena Memorial
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Presbyterian Church in Chicago and served as pastor of Presbyterian churches in
South Dakota and New Mexico and four
parishes in the Crawfordsville Presbytery
in and near Lafayette, Indiana. He and his
wife Genevieve expect to remain in their
home in Lafayette and are looking forward
to traveling
around the U.S. in their
trailer.
'28
REV. EPPO TIMMER presently lives in
Tucson, Arizona after having served as a
Missionary to the Indians for 25 years.
Mrs. Timmer is a writer of Sunday School
stories for children.
'41
PHYLLIS BLOEMENDAAL
(Mrs.
Adolph Tuininga) is presently teaching in
a school for deaf chi Idren in Omaha
'42
KENNETH G.
BEYER
was
recently elected
to the presidency
of Park College in
Kansas
City,
Missouri.
After
leaving
Northwestern,
Ken
joined the U.S. Marine Corps and served in
the South/Central Pacific. His work involved assignments as Japanese interpreter and translator. He worked for his
B.A. degree in Psychology and Philosophy
at Whittier College. He served on the Administrative staff at Whittier College from
1948-52and as assistant to the president of
Pomona College 1952-55. He joined the
General Dynamics Corporation where he
was involved in college recruitment of
engineering
personnel,
training and
management and development programs.
wage and salary compensation
and
general personnel work. In 1966he became
associated with the Claremont Colleges
and Claremont University Center. the
coordinating institution of the six colleges
comprising the Oxford-type group college
arrangement. Ken has been a member of
the Claremont City Council and also served as Mayor for six years. He also served
as chairman of the Los Angeles County
Committee of Mayors which was made up
of 62 cities of the Greater Los Angeles
region. Ken is married to the former
Elizabeth Thomas of Whittier. Mr. and
Mrs. Beyer are the parents of four
children.
'46
EDGAR G_VERMEER has been named
one of five outstanding
dairy men to
receive the annual Iowa Distinguished
Dairyman Award. The a ward is sponsored
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by the Iowa State University Extension
Service
and the Iowa State Dairy
Association. Vermeer hosted the 1972state
Holstein Field Day and is currently the
president of the Sioux No. I Dairy Herd
Improvement Association.
DR. MERRILL SAM NOORDHOFF is a
plastic surgeon in Taiwan where he
operates a 400 bed hospital applying
medical and administrative
techniques
which he learned in the United States. The
hospital boasts three plastic surgeons and
also offers cobalt therapy. Under his
leadership, the Mackay Memorial hospital
in Taipei has recently doubled in size. The
expansion was aided by liberal contributions from individuals and churches
in the U. S. Dr. Noordhoff comes back to
the U.S. nearly once a year to keep in
touch on latest surgical and other medical
developments. He was recently inducted
as a new Fellow of the American College
of Surgeons in San Francisco during the
annual five-day Clinical Congress of the
world's largest organization of surgeons.
The American College of Surgeons is a
voluntary
scientific
and educational
association of surgeons, numbering 33,000
in approximately 100countries. The title is
awarded to those surgeons who fulfill comprehensive requirements of acceptable
medical education and advanced training
as specialists in one of the branches of
surgery and who give evidence of good
moral character and ethical practice. Mrs.
Noordhoff
is lhe lormer
LUCILLE
BRUNSTING '47.
'47
THE CLASS OF 1947 (ACADEMY)
recently celebrated a 25th anniversary
with a gathering in Orange City. Those
present were Mrs. EVANGELINE KOOI
Elder. RALPH BRONKEMA, Mr. and
Mrs. Leland
Hemmingson
(ZOE
BRENNEMANi,
MERLIN and Mrs.
WALLINGA,
Mr. and Mrs. CLIFF
MOUW, Mr. and Mrs. GILBERT DE
JONG ana Mr. and Mrs. MERLE VAN
KLOMPENBURG. Speciaiguests
were
former teachers. Mrs. H. V. E. Stegeman,
Mrs. Harry England and Mrs. Fern Smith
Rowenhorst. During the evening phone
calls were placed to Mrs. MATHILDA
PENNING
Deur and HENRY VAN
ZANTEN.
'48
HOWARD HEEMSTRA recently was
named an Associate
Member of the
Graduate College Faculty of Iowa State
University in Ames. He currently serves
as an Associate Professor in the Department of Architecture at the University.
KENNETH VERMEER, formerly of

San Dimas, California, has accepted a call
to the Faith Reformed Church of Norwalk
where he will serve as assistant pastor to
Rev. GERALD HEEMSTRA ('53). Rev.
Vermeer will also serve as minister of
education.
GILBERT LUBBERS recenlly joined
the Administrative Staff of Holy Family
Hospital a 240 bed community hospital in
Spokane, Washington. He went to Washington from Sioux City, Iowa where he was
Director
of Provider
Relations
for
Associated Hospital Services. Gilbert
holds the M. A. degree in Hospital Administration from the University of Iowa.
M_ ERWIN JANSMA was recently appointed chief of the financial assistance
division of the Small Business
Administration's Des Moines office. In this
capacity he is in charge of SBA's lending
activities throughout the state of Iowa.
Jansma joined SBA in 1964 as a loan
trainee in Omaha and transferred to Des
Moines in 1970.He earned the B. A. degree
at the University of Iowa. He is married
and the father of three children.
'SO
DONALD EKDOM, Director of Pharmacy Service at Blodgett Memorial
Hospital in Grand Rapids, has been
presented the Bowl of Hygeia Award by
the Michigan
State Pharmaceutical
Association. The Bowl of Hygeia is the international symbol of pharmacy. Donald
was cited for his "outstanding community
service"
with Project
Rehab, the
Methadone Treatment
program, drug
abuse programs, activities in the West
Michigan Society of Hospital Pharmacists, Kent County Pharmaceutical
Association and Michigan State Pharmaceutical Association.
DR_ WALLACE
VERMEER
and
VIRGIL DYKEMA ('60) were chairman
and vice chairman respectively for the
Northwestern Days fund drive for 1972.
The third annual drive took place October
23 - 28. Wallace has been a veterinarian in
Orange City for the past eight years and
Virgil has been in business for ten years.
Dr. Vermeer's
wife is the former
JOANNE
VONK and the former
DARLENE OORT is Mrs. Dykema.
'52
DR. E. L. BOOTE, veterinarian, is now
associated with Dr. G. C. Vande Garde
('38) and Dr. Robert Kraai in a veterinary
clinic at Sioux Center. Dr. Boote formerly
lived at Hull, Iowa. Mrs. Boote is the lormer HARRIET MOSS ('71). Dr. and Mrs.
Boote are the parents of two daughters,
Lila and Denise.
WESLEY KIEL currenlly serves as
pastor of the Central Reformed Church in

"

'Sioux Center. For the past nine years he
served as pastor of the Reformed Church
at Edmunds, Washington. Wesley and his
wife are the parents of four children Susan, Stephen, Sheri and Scott.
'53

I'

,.

DON VANDER WEIDE has been named
regional vice president of the company's
Top Club, according to Joseph L. Gage,
C.L.U. general manager of the company's
Sioux City general office. This is the
highest annual honor an agent of New
York Life's eight-state
Northwestern
region can receive. Don received his Chartered Life Underwriter designation in 1971.
He is a member of New York Life's
Presidents Council.
'54
DR. DONALD VAN ETTEN was inducted as a New Fellow in American College
of Surgeons in San Francisco recently. After leaving Northwestern College, Don
graduated from Hope College. He has
since been the recipient of many honors
and earned the M.D. degree at the University of Iowa where he was active and served as president of the Christian Medical
Society. He interned at Butterworth
Hospital in Grand Rapids and became a
surgical resident in 1960-65.Following this
he was commissioned
to serve as a
Medical Missionary under the Reformed
Church board in the American Mission
Hospital in Bahrain, Arabia for three
years. He and his family now reside in
Mason City, Iowa. The Van Ettens have
four children.
'55

GARY KREYKES left his teaching
position in Bozeman, Montana and has accepted a teaching post in Muscatine, Iowa.
He is married
to the former Myrna
Schalekamp, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Bill Schalekamp (GRACE REINDERS
'221. Bill is head custodian at Northwestern College.

,.

'57
ROGER and LORENZ '52 (Butch)
MOUW, owners and operators of Mouw's
Super Valu in Orange City, have been
awarded the "Outstanding Merchandising
Award" plaque from Super Valu Stores,
Inc., as announced by the manager of the
Des Moines division. Basis for the award
was the originality and initiative displayed
by retailers during the firm's 30th Anniversary Sale recently.
ROBERT
KNOWLES
is a Sales
Representative specializing in Electronic
Connectors. After leaving NW he was employed at Allied Radio and then spent ten
years at the Argonne National Laboratory

obtaining the rank of Senior Atomic Reactor Operator. Robert and his wife, Judy,
live in Elmhurst,
Illinois and are the
parents of three children. He says he is
still a Ham Radio operator and he also
states that he was probably the only
student to set up a Radio station in Science
Hall in the years '56 and '57.
'58

JOHN A. MUILENBURG is personnel
manager for the Hartford City 3M Company in Indiana.
He was recently
nominated to appear in the 1972edition of
"OUTSTANDING
YOUNG MEN of
AMERICA." John is married to the former MARY VANDER BROEK ('601.
HARRIET BLANKERS (Mrs. Ivan Van
Veldhuizen) lives on a farm near Sanborn,
Iowa with her husband and five daughters.
She does some substitute teaching and is
active in church, school and community
affairs.
DON VANDER WEL has been named to
the post of Secretary of the Orange City
Chamber of Commerce. Don is employed
by the Sioux County Department of Social
Services. He has been a member of the
Jaycees and has been active in many cornmunity projects.
ROBERT VAN DRIEL serves as Director of Vocational and Technical Education
at the Northwestern Iowa Area Vocational
School in Sheldon. He was appointed by
Iowa State University to meet in Ames to
aid in the development of guidelines for an
Intensive Instructional Institute. The institute is sponsored jointly by Iowa State
University, Department of Trade and Industrial Education, and the State Department of Public Instruction. The institute
provided pre-service training in teaching
methods for skilled craftsmen
and
technicians who will enter the teaching
profession.
RONALD J. HOFMEYER has been
named Registrar at Western Iowa Tech in
Sioux City. He has been serving as a counselor with the Remsen-Union Community
School District since 1968.Prior to that he
was a speech therapist in Calhoun and
Plymouth counties. Ron is a graduate of
the University of Northern Iowa and earned the M.A. degree in Educational
Psychology and Guidance at the University of South Dakota. He is married to the
former FAYE HELLINGA '60 and they
have four children.
'61
DONALD JISKOOT was appointed
Protestant Chaplain at the Robert F. Kennedy Youth Center in Morgantown, West
Virginia. Kennedy Youth Center is the
newest institution in the Federal Prison
System and the first co-educational prison

in the Federal System. Don formerly served as Chaplain at the Federal Reformatory for Women at Alderson, West
Virginia.
WILLIAM BOOTE has designed a
reading program for his sixth grade class
in the Maurice Orange City school district
as the result of a summer workshop at the
University
of South Dakota. Eighty
students are involved in the program
which includes programmed reading courses, controlled reading machines and the
traditional text. Several colleges in the
area have been attracted by the program
and Bill has lectured to college students in
several classes. Bill's wife is the former
Anna Vander Wilt and they are the parents
of three children.
G. HENRY VELDHUIS,
Science
teacher at Sheldon High School and
assistant professor of Physics at NW,
presented
a paper dealing
with a
philosophy
for teaching
Physics to
students who desire to major in the natural
sciences as well as to students who neither
plan to major in these fields nor plan to go
to college. The paper was presented to the
Iowa Section of the American Association
of Physics Teachers. Veldhuis was presented with the 1972Teaching Award for excellence in the teaching of high school
physics at the Iowa Academy of Science at
Iowa City.

'63
ROBERT VAN ETTEN, a systems
engineer for IBM, was recently awarded a
cash bonus in recognition of his special efforts for the company. Robert is employed
in Milwaukee.
JOHN T. MOUW, a member of the
faculty in the Department of Guidance and
Educational
Psychology
at Southern
Illinois University at Carbondale, has been
promoted from assistant professor to
associate professor. He has been on the
faculty of the University since 1968and he
has authored
several
articles
for
professional journals.
DARRELL VAN KLOMPENBURG is a
Captain in the U.S. Army and is presently
stationed in Guam.
'64
GARY KOERSELMAN,
Ph.D.,
assistant professor of history and political
science at Morningside College, has been
appointed to the Iowa Civil Rights Commission by Governor Robert Ray. He was
named to serve the remainder of a fouryear term vacated by a former commission member. Gary earned his doctorate degree at Northern Illinois University at De Kalb. He is married to the former Mary Jo Gebauer and is the father of
two daughters.
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HENRIETTA VAN BRUGGEN is employed as an Inservice Education Coordinator at Midway Hospital
in Los
Angeles. She is a graduate of the University of North Dakota and spent 2'12 years in
Beirut, Lebanon studying Arabic and
teaching nursing. She also served as night
supervisor at SI. Luke's Hospital Center in
New York City.
SYLVIA VAN BRUGGEN Free is
working on her Master's degree in nursing
at Catholic University in Washington D.C.
She served in the Army Nurse Corps and
as civilian head nurse in Maryland. Her
husband, George Free, is a physicist for
the National Bureau of Standards.
'65
RUTH REMMERDE
(Mrs. Marinus
Spierenburg)
received a full tuition
scholarship from Columbia University in
New York for the 1972-73academic year.
Ruth has been a student in the pre-medical
program at the university during the past
year and will continue there next year. After graduation from NW, Ruth taught in
Holland. Michigan while Marinus attended
Western Seminary. They spent six years
at The Hague, Netherlands where Marinus
studied for the doctorate degree at the
University of Leiden. Ruth also taught
school in the Netherlands. Presently the
Spierenburgs serve the Fordham Manor
Reformed Church in the Bronx, New York.
They have one son, Mark Christopher.

'66
HARLAN VANDE BERG is the band
director at North Junior High School in
Fort Dodge. He formerly taught at Rock
Valley and Waukon, Iowa.
TOM NOTEBOOM was recently elected
president of the Sioux County Historical
Society. Tom is a part time lecturer in
History at NW and is also employed with
the Postal Service in Orange City.
JEANINE
BERKENPAS
left [or
Ankara. Turkey the latter part of the summer to teach junior high science and home
economics at the U.S. Air Force base
school. She earned the B.S. degree at
South Dakota State University and the
M.A. degree
at the University
of
Nebraska. She has taught in Wellsburg
and Sioux City, Iowa.
JAMES BOWLES has been promoted to
Assistant Controller [or the Standard
Publishing Company in Cincinnati, Ohio,
Standard Publishing publishes Sunday
School materials
and other Christian
educational materials. James also serves
as Controller of Pflaum Publishing Company. LEILA VANDER WEIDE is Mrs.
Bowles.
IVAN MULDER presently serves as
Bible Instructor at the Christian School in
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Pella, Iowa. For the past six years he has
been employed by the Christian Reformed
Board of Home Missions serving as coordinator of student religious activities at
Brigham City, Utah for three years and
administrator
at Friendship House for
American Indians in San Francisco for
three years. Ivan is married to the former
Ruth Schuiteman and they have three
children.
'67
GARY EDWARDS completed
his
graduate
program
in Theatre at the
University of South Dakota and is presently teaching drama at the High School in
Indianola, Iowa. His wife, the former
MARY HEEMSTRA '69, teaches first
grade at Carlisle, Iowa. While enrolled at
USD, Gary toured South Dakota with the
theatre department
production of "Indians" and was a member of the company
of the Black Hills Playhouse during the
summer of 1971.
GENE VAN HEUKELOM has been appointed personnel manager for Modern
Partitions, Inc. He will assume responsibility for coordinating and managing
Modern's employee relations, advancement and safety programs. Gene is
living in Holland, Michigan after teaching
school for four years in Fulton, Illinois.
His wife is the former Rajean Van Huis
and they have two sons.
'68
DWAYNE ALONS has been promoted to
the rank of Captain in the U.S. Air Force.
He pilots an F~4 Bomber and is now on
"Victor Alert." His wife, the former
CLARICE AHLERS and two sons are with
him in Germany stationed at Hahn Air
Force Base. Clarice teaches children of
service men part time.
LOREN
STERK
and
DYAN
HOFMEYER Sterk ('69) live on a farm
near Sheldon, Iowa where Loren raises
grain and livestock. Dyan is actively
engaged in.church activities and directs a
junior choir. She also gives voice lessons.
The Sterks have a daughter Lori.
LEON DRAA YER recently graduated
from Western Theological Seminary and is
serving as pastor of the Bethel Reformed
Church of Woodstock, Minnesota. He is
married to the former MARIAN TE
PASKE '71.
DENNIS LANGSTRAAT, ist Lt. was
selected Outstanding Instructor in his unit
at Webb AFB in Texas recently. He was
honored for his effective
teaching
techniques and exemplary devotion to
duty. He serves with a unit of the Air
Training Command which provides flying,
technical and basic military training for
USAF personnel.

MERLYN DE VRIES received the Certified Public Accountant certificate recently. He is employed by Ernst and Ernst Accounting firm in Kalamazoo, Michigan.
Merlyn
is married
to the former
BEVERLY GAALSWYK.
KELLA KLINKER is starting her fourth
year at Ellsworth College in Iowa. She was
elected secretary of the College Faculty
Association in June; she was a reader in
the Evening of Oral Interpretation during
Fine Arts Week. She is currently
preparing for her second Invitational
Speak-In for students of Iowa Colleges in
late fall and is preparing to direct her first
production at Ellsworth,
a children's
theater presentation
of "The Merry
Pranks of Tyll." She continues serving as
director of public relations and costume
mistress for the department.
JUDITH RAAK is spending a year in
Tours, France as a Fulbright scholar. She
is teaching English in a high school with a
student body of 4000. Of these, 2500live on
campus. Judy says that she is teaching
English in all-French atmosphere and
finds it very interesting. Judith taught
French in Silver Springs, Maryland before
leaving for France.
DERRICK TE PASKE was one of 25
photographers selected recently to show
his photography at a showing at the Institute of Contemporary Art in Boston. He
also had an earlier showing at the East
Street Gallery in Grinnell and a later one
is scheduled at the University of Iowa.
Derrick also displayed his art work in the
Gallery at Northwestern.
CORWIN SMIDT has entered the Ph. D.
program
in Political
Science at the
University of Iowa after spending one year
as a student
at New Brunswick
Theological Seminary. Corwin also serves
as a teaching assistant in a Comparative
Political Science course.
HAROLD WAGENAAR has moved to
Sheldon to teach in the Sheldon Community School system.
'69
MARK I. MUILENBURG
has been
named to fill the new post of Chief
Technologist and Manager of Nuclear
Medicine at Creighton Memorial SI.
Joseph Hospital in Omaha, Nebraska.
Mark received his B. S. degree in Nuclear
Medical Technology from the University
of Iowa. Previously he held a similar
position at the University
of Iowa
Hospitals and Clinics in Iowa City. In his
new position he coordinates the Nuclear
Medicine treatment and diagnostic centers. Mark is married to the former VICKI
LEHFELDT and is the son of IRWIN ('381
and ANNE VOS ('41) MUILENBURG.
JUDITH VAN PEURSEM teaches in the

Voice Department at the University of
Minnesota in Duluth. She is working
toward the doctorate in music and has
passed her piano and foreign language
proficiency.
LOWELL GROEN is working toward
the Master's degree in biology at the
University of South Dakota. Mrs. Groen,
the former REBECCA JONKER '70,
teaches in the elementary division of the
Akron School.
SHIRLEY MEENDERING accepted a
position with the Wycliff Bible Translators. She had been employed as an art
instructor
in the Sioux Center School
system.
JERRY L. MASSMANN is teaching accounting at the University of Northern
Iowa at Cedar Falls. He earned the
Master's
degree
in Business
Administration at Mankato State College.
MARILYN DE BOER spent part of the
summer touring Europe and is presently
teaching 2nd grade at Western Hills School
in the West Des Moines Community School
system.
ROGER VOSKUlL graduated
from
Western Theological Seminary in May and
is serving as pastor of the Reformed
Church at Brandon, Wisconsin. Roger is
married
to the former
KATHY
HARMELING '72
MAGNOLIA JACKSON received an outstanding citizen participation award for
her contribution
to the Northwest
Cooperative Endeavor Committee of Denver Police District No.1. She is a welfare
worker and coordinates
the Youth
Cooperative Endeavor program which
was founded recently and includes junior
and senior high school students. Under her
direction the group has grown in size and
activities,
some of which have taken
youths to the mountains and other places
of interest.
PAUL NULTON graduated from New
Brunswick Seminary and is now serving
Reformed Churches in New Baltimore and
Coeymans, New York. His wife, the former JOAN EILDERTS, '70, teaches the
third grade at Greenville, New York.
LINDA VAN ROEKEL is currently
teaching mathematics and science at a
school in West Germany.
ELAINE STUlT is spending this year as
a volunteer teacher at Southern Normal
School, Brewton,
Alabama.
She is
teaching two kindergarten
classes and
helping teenagers in remedial reading at
night.
BENNIS JANS, Warrant Officer, was
recently awarded the Air Medal for
Heroism in combat action in Vietnam. He
received the high honor for heroism while
engaged in aerial flight in connection with
military operations against a hostile force.

After graduation from NW, Bennis taught
for one year at Garner.
'70
DONALD DE KOK is a senior this year
at the Reformed Theological Seminary in
Jackson, Mississippi.
His wife, SUE
KOSKAMP De Kok, teaches in Jackson.
Reformed Theological Seminary is an independent
academic
institution
established
seven years ago. The
seminary
serves
all branches
of
evangelical Christianity but especially
churches of the Presbyterian and Reformed Faith.
JACOB MOSS, Army Sergeant,
is
helping to introduce team handball to
American audiences. This is a European
sport which was recently featured in the
Olympics. Sgt. Moss and his Ft. Sill teammates recently played in the fifth Army
Team Handball Tournament held at Ft.
Riley. Kansas where they finished in third
place. Jacob is regularly an instructor in
Field Artillery at Ft. Sill.
BARBARA JACOBS Lubbers teaches at
East Elementary in Sheldon. She and her
husband PAUL LUBBERS '71 spent some
time in Germany where Paul served with
the U.S. Army.
DAVID SCHUTT is spending a year of
internship with the Rev. David Ray in the
Community
Drive-In at San Dimas,
California
working
as director
of
Evangelism Ministries. Mrs. Schutt is a
recent graduate
of the Butterworth
Hospital School of Nursing.
'71
STEPHEN
and
DONNA
ZEVENBERGEN ROMEIN are attending
the University of Illinois and expect to
graduate in February. Steve will receive a
Bachelor of Architecture
Degree and
Donna is working toward an M.A. in Social
Work. After graduation they plan to move
to Denver.
MARLENE WAGENAAR is attending
Fuller Seminary at Pasadena, California
and is also engaged in youth work at the
Grace United Methodist Church there.
CALVIN CLEVERINGA earned the B.S.
degree at Missouri State College with a
major in Agri-Business. He is presently
employed at the Savings Bank in Minburn,
Iowa.
BEVERLY PENNINGS is studying
nursing at the College of Medical Arts at
Idaho State University. She was among
the students on the "Dean's List" this past
year.
JOHN J. MADIGAN is the new manager
of International Rehabilitation Associates,
Inc. of the Midwestern Regional Office
with offices located in Hinsdale, Illinois.
John has been in insurance claims work
since 1962and part of his career has been

spent as Eastern Rehabilitation Representative for a large insurer. He joined IRA in
August, I97I following claims supervisory
experience in the Midwest.
MERRITA SMIDT is in her second year
as Coordinator of Youth Ministries for the
Synod of Chicago. Working out of Camp
Manitoqua, she has responsibilities
in
' ......
uth programming, retreats and summer
camp.
ELLEN BUNGER has been accepted as
a member of Wycliffe Bible Translators.
She spent the past summer in a training
program at the University
of North
Dakota and plans further training in
Mexico in basic techniques of survival and
physical
fitness.
Her plans include
marriage in December.
'72
DENNIS BRUNS is currently in the
management
training program while
working in the Men's Department of the J.
C. Penney Company Store in Spencer.
FRANKLIN DE GRAAF entered the Armed Service and is stationed at Fort
Leonard Wood, Missouri.
His wife,
BRENDA RENSINK '73, is a senior at
NW.
DENNIS ROZEBOOM is teaching vocal
music in the Floyd Valley Schools and is
living at Hospers. He is married to the former CATHY MOUW '71. The Rozebooms
spent the summer at New Providence,
Iowa where they served as Houseparents
at the Quakerdale Juvenile Home.
LES KAEMINGK currently attends the
University of Missouri at Columbia.
MARK and DEBBIE VAN AARTSEN
VERMEER are living in Webster City
where Debbie teaches Physical Education
on the elementary level. Mark teaches in
Blairsburg in the high school mathematics
department. He also serves as assistant
football coach.
DORIS MELLEMA
(Mrs. Larry
Kuipers) teaches third grade at Sioux Center, where they presently reside.
PETER ZEVENBERGEN is teaching
social studies on the Junior High level at
Ankeny, Iowa.
RACHEL and GLORIA '73 VANDER
LAAN were employed at the Philmont
Scout Training Center in New Mexico
during the past summer. RACHEL currently teaches 4th grade at Clark Elementary
School in Le Mars.
JOHN LARSON and his family spent the
summer in Norman, Oklahoma working
on the staff of the Summer Institute of
Linguistics. They are now living in Willow
Lake, South Dakota where John is
teaching Physical Education and History
as well as coaching basketball, track and
cross country.
DAN TE GROTENHUIS accepted a
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$2,000 fellowship grant and tuition fee
waver at Indiana State University at Terre
Haute in the school of health, physical
education and recreation.
ROD VLIEGER was a participant in the
International
Parolympics
held at
Heidelberg, Germany last August. He earned two silver medals with competition in
slalom and discus throw and one bronze
medal in table tennis. Rod was one of 1200
competitors from 47 countries. Sixty-eight
Americans
participated
and the U.S.
delegation brought home a total of 80
medals. Rod is currently a student at the
University of Illinois.
ESTHER VAN BRUGGEN IMrs. Edwin
Johnson) earned a degree in social work at
the University of North Dakota recently.
IVAN VONK is employed in a Youth
Detention Home in Denver, Colorado."
ROBERT DONKERSLOOT and his
wife, the former BARBARA PENNING
'71, are living in Portage, Wisconsin where
Bob is teaching Junior High Art and is also
coaching wrestling.
FRANCES BEUKELMAN is sharing an
apartment with Mcrrila Smidt and is employed as a mental health specialist
trainee at the Ludeman Center (a state
pilot project for severely and profoundly
retarded children).
WILLIAM
DONKERSLOOT
and
MARCIA BLEEKER
Donkersloot are
living in Holland, Michigan where Bill is
currently enrolled as a Junior at Western
Theological
Seminary.
Marcia is a
business instructor at the public school in
Hamilton. Bill spent a year as youth
pastor at the Morningside
Reformed
Church in Sioux City before enrolling at
the Seminary.
'73
ELAINE DEN HERDER, with a group
of other college students and alumni, spent
two months last summer participating in a
Summer English Teaching program in
Taiwan. The program, sponsored by the
Reformed Church in America, stressed
teaching of English and the Christian
Faith. Others in the group were KAYE DE
JONG '69, LORETTA BEUKELMAN '72
and GARY HOFMEYER '71.
DAVID MEYLINK completed technical
training in Administration
at Keesler
AFB, graduating with honors. Dave is
married to the former SUE FORD '71. who
is teaching in Le Mars.
'74
ROBERT VERMEER and Mrs. Vermeer are living in Denton, Texas where
Bob has enrolled at North Texas State
College.
JANTINA JURRIAANS was a member
of the Regeneration Singers for the past
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year. She was one of 1000young people to
audition for the group which toured the
country during the 1971-72season. Jantina
is now enrolled at Oral Roberts College.
VERLYN BROEK has been accepted
into the college of Optometry at the
University of Houston, Texas. He completed his Pre-Optometric course in May
of this year.
HENRY KEIZER graduated
with
honors from the Medical Institute of Minnesota. He is presently interning at St.
Joseph Hospital in Keokuk, Iowa.

advanced
degrees
DENNIS VLOTHO '65 M.S. in
Guidance and Counselling - Iowa State
University
VERNON G. JOHNSON '64 - M.A. in
Mathematics - University of South Dakota
DAVID E. PLATT '65 - M.A. in
Educational Psychology & Guidance - U.
of South Dakota
DOUGLAS CONARD '66 - M.A. University of South Dakota
LEON K. KOSTER '64 - M.A. - University of South Dakota
NANCY L. R,IGGAN '71M.A.University of South Dakota
DOROTHY PLOOSTER '66 - M.A. in
Elementary
Reading - U. of Northern
Colorado - Greeley
DARYL L. VAAS '65 M.A. in
Recreation·
U. of Northern Colorado Greeley
RICHARD A. GRIESSEL '69 - M.A. in
Secondary School Administration - N.E.
Missouri State College
GARY KUIPER '68 - M.A. in Elementary Education - N.E. Missouri State
College
MARLIS VAN VELDHUIZEN Kuiper
'68 M.A. in Elementary Education N.E. Missouri State College
OWEN BOUMA '68 M.A. in
Education ~University of Iowa
GARY EDWARDS '67 M.A. in
Theatre - University of South Dakota
WILLIAM DE BOOM '71 M.B.A.
University of Iowa
ALLEN KOSTERS '67 M.A.
Augustana College
JEANINE BERKENPAS '66 - M.A.
University of Nebraska
PHYLLIS BLOEMENDAAL
(Mrs,
Adolph Tuininga J '41 M.A. - Omaha
University

•

marriages
LINDA SCHOON '74 and Alan Vander
Zwaag
- Orange City, Iowa
DON SHRODER '66 and Cindra Kalback
- Stuart, Iowa
JAMES
SPRADLING
'74 and
BARBARA EKDOM '74
- Sioux City,
Iowa
H, C. TING '65 and Ceng Ying
Orange City, Iowa
MARCIA TEN CLAY '69 and Dr. Robert
G. Vas
- Huntsville,
Alabama
PETER
ZEVENBERGEN
'72 and
Nancy Homan
- Ankeny, Iowa
BRYAN BOONSTRA '71 and Patricia
Madigan
JACOB MOSS '70 and Sharon Wendt
Lawton, Oklahoma
MARK EBBERS '74 and CHARLOTTE
ANKER '73 - Wisconsin
ROBERT G, HULSTEIN '73 and Linda
Plium
-SiouxCenter,
Iowa
DENNIS DEN HARTOG '70 and Sharon
Roetman
- Orange City, Iowa
KATHLEEN A. de JONGE '68 and Fred
A. Minnaar
- Detroit, Michigan
ILA HOFMEYER
'71 and R. Scoll
Hegland
- St. Ansgar, Iowa
K, C, DANIEL '66 and Molly Thomas
- Kerala, South India
JOYCE HEEMSTRA '64 and T. R. Warner
- Albuquerque, New Mexico
IRENE HEETEBRY '74 and Robert
Van Staaveren
- Ripon, California
LAVONNE REGNER US '71 and Robert
Vander Wal - Ripon, California
JEAN DAANE '71 and Roger Miller
Stevens Point, Wisconsin
LARRY EBBERS '71 and JOANNE
CROTTY'73
- Orange City, Iowa.
DANIEL TE GROTENHUIS '72 and
Allyson Dykstra
- Terre Haute, Indiana
JEFFREY
ZWAGERMAN
'71 and
Janet Lechtenberg
- Sibley, Iowa
WANDA SCHOON '73 and Arlyn Norris
St. Paul, Minnesota
TIM SANDEE '74 and Leann Van Wyke
JUDY VANDE BERG '66 and Robert G.
Plunkett
- San Diego, California
MARLYS BROWN '70 and Rodney Schwebach
- Alton, Iowa.

DANIEL MEYLINK '74 and JUDY VAN
WYK '74 R. - Iowa City, Iowa
JUDY ENGELTJES '72 and William
Vlietstra Jr. R. - Woodstock. Minnesota
GLENDA VERMEER '66 and Robert
Seely R. - Denver, Colorado
SHARON NOTEBOOM '72 and Ivan Van
Marel R. - Sioux Center, Iowa
CRAIG HANCOCK '72 and Wanda Klein
- Sheldon, Iowa
ESTHER VAN BRUGGEN '72 and Ed·
win Johnson R. - Grand Forks, North
Dakota
STEPHEN ROMEIN '71 and DONNA
ZEVENBERGEN '71 R. - Champaign,
Illinois
DORIS MELLEMA
'72 and LARRY
KUIPERS '74 R. - Sioux Center, Iowa
JOHN KROHN '71 and LEAH TE
BRINK '72 R. - Albia, Iowa
ARDIS MOUW '70 and Fred Grein R. Hartley, Iowa
ROGER VER HOEVEN '70 and Janel
Noyes R. - Egan, Minnesota
SHIRLEY
RAAK '71 and Virgil
Frederes R. - Vermillion, South Dakota
LA RENA VAN SURKSUM '64 and
Terry Harvet R. - Omaha, Nebraska
DAVID VELLINGA '72 and NANCY
VER STEEG '75 R. - Iowa City, Iowa
ELAINE HAACK '71 and Donald Darnstra R. - Sheldon, Iowa
JOAN ROELFSON '47 and Wilbur J.
Vande Brake R. - Orange City, Iowa
DAVID WESTRA '74 and Sandra Froh·
wein R. - Montana

births
Mr. ('68) and Mrs. ARLEN VAN
ROEKEL (BARBARA DE GRAM' '68)
Son - Brett Aren
Mr. ('65) and Mrs. DARYL VAAS
(RUTH BLOM '66) Son- David John
Mr. and Mrs. Rodney Schwebach
(MARLYS BROWN '70) Son - Todd
David
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Vander Vegte
(BONNIE VAN WYK '69) Son - Nicholas
Richard
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Schreur (LEONA
RIPHAGEN '54) Daughter - Jodi Renae
Mr. ('69) and Mrs. PHILIPOSE
THOMAS· Daughter
Mr. ('70) and Mrs. HERMAN VANDER
MATEN (MARILYN DE BRUIN '58)
Daughter - Kara Lynn
Mr. ('57) and Mrs. LAR~Y
L.
VERDOORN (ALFREDA JUFFER '57)
Daughter - Amy Lu

Mr. ('64) and Mrs. ETHAN VERMEER
Son - Troy Edric
Mr. ('69)
and Mrs. RONALD
SCHNEIDER Daughter - Sasha Lee
Dr. ('571 and Mrs. GLEN VAN
ROEKEL (AUDREY MC MURRAY '57)
Son - Daniel Thomas
Mr. ('70) and Mrs. BILL NYENHUIS
Daughter - Julie Rae
Mr. ('64) and Mrs. JERRY WIEKAMP
(SHARON SCHUTT '64) Daughter Stacie Ranelle
Mr. ('58) and Mrs. DELMAR VAN
KLOMPENBURG Son - Kevin Jay
Mr. and Mrs. Marion (Butch) Vander
Laan (MARGARET GOEDHART '66) Son
- Jonathan William
Mr. ('69) and Mrs. ROBERT VAN
GELDER Son - Jay Evan
Mr. and Mrs. Dean Van Peursem
(SHIRLEY NOTEBOOM '68) DaughterTonya Lynn
Mr. ('691 and Mrs. JAMES VANDER
VELDE (GRACIE WYNIA '69) Son Monte Jay
Mr. ('58)
and Mrs. JOHN A.
MUILENBURG
(MARY VANDER
BROEK '601 Son- Matthew James
Me. ('671 and Mrs. NORMAN
NIEUWENHUIS
(KERRY
VANDE
HOEF '72) Son - Eric Nelson
Mr. ('70)
and Mrs. NORVIN
NOTEBOOM (REBECCA GROEN '721
Daughter - Anna Nicole
Mr. ('67) and Mrs. DARWIN OORDT
Daughter - Darcy Renee
Mr. ('63) and Mrs. RODNEY KLUIS
Daughter- Jana Rae
Mr. and Mrs. Ken Mellema (MARLENE
STAR '62) Daughter - Julie Jo
Mr
('66)
and
Mrs.
PAUL
NOORDHOEK (GLADYS HOEKMAN
'69) Son- Jonathan Tate
Dr. ('66) and Mrs. DUANE PEUSE
(LAURA DE BEER '67) Son - Timothy
Jon
Mr. ('66) and Mrs. JAMES KLEIS
(SHARON ANKER '67) Son - Jason
Robert
Capt. ('61) and Mrs. KENNETH
HOLLINGA DaughterKristin Leigh
Mr. ('58)
and Mrs.
RONALD
HOFMEYER (FAYE HELLINGA '60)
Son
Mr. ('66) and Mrs. AUDLEY KORVER
Daughter - Wendy Sue
Mr. ('70)
and Mrs. RODNEY
KREYKES
(CAROL DE JONG '72)
Daughter- Sarah Jane
Mr. ('69) and Mrs. ROGER HUITINK
Daughter -

Susan Marie

Mr. ('56)
and Mrs. EUGENE
HAVERDINK (THELMA JOUWSTRA
'57) Son - David Eugene
Mr. ('62) and Mrs. KEN HARSKAMP
Son

Mr. and Mrs. Lester
Harman
(ROSEMARY SMIT '66) Son - Steven
Dean
Mr. ('69) and Mrs. DUANE HAACK
Daughter - Jennifer Dawn

Mr. ('68) and Mrs. THEODORE DE
HOOGH (NOREEN DE JAGER '65) Son
- Nathan Mark
Mr. and Mrs. John Donaker (MIRIAM
SCHUTTE '66) Daughter - Laura Sue
Mr. ('70) and Mrs. JAN BOLLUYT
(LINDA SYBESMA '70) Son - Jeremy
Edward
Mr. ('65)
and Mrs.
LELAND
FOREMAN (JEANE PALSMA '67) SonJoel David
Mr. ('70) and Mrs. MARK DUNLOP (JO
VAN DYKEN '70) Son - Chad Robert
Mr.
('65)
and
Mrs.
GENE
HARMELINK Son - Gabriel Scott
Mr. ('57) and Mrs. GERALD FEDDERS
Son - Douglas Lee
Mr. and Mrs. David Bogaard (CAROL
HAGENA '711 Son- Steven David
Mr. ('67) and Mrs. LEON ROGGEN Jr.
(pATRICIA PURCELL '71) Son - Matthew John

necrology
WINNIE HOSPERS '15 (Mrs. Harry
Mulder) passed away in April, 1972 at
Bellflower, California at the age of 74. She
leaves six daughters,
one of whom is
EVELYN MULDER '39 (Mrs. William
Bensema) and a son, GEORGE MULDER
'41. A sister DENA HOSPERS '13 (Mrs.
Dena Van Klompenhurg) of Bellflower,
also survi Yes.

ARTA BOTERMAN '12 (Mrs. Paul
Gilbert 1 passed away April 26, 1972at La
Mesa, California at the age of 80. Death
came as the result of a heart attack. She is
survived by her husband, a son, and a
daughter.
WILLIAM YPMA '32 died in May, 1972
at his home in La Jolla, California at the
age of 62. Death was the result of a heart
attack. Bill had been employed in the
postal service until two years ago.
JOHN DETHMERS '21 passed away in
November, 1971. His home had been in
Lansing, Michigan.
ALBERT HYKLEMA '30 passed away
March II, 1972at the age of 63. Albert was
an Academy graduate of 1928and a Junior
College graduate of 1930.
MABEL SCHULLER '24 died Octoher
16, 1972 at Orange City after a lingering
illness. She had spent her years as a
teacher and librarian. She is survived by
two sisters, Ada, (Mrs. Nelson De Jongj
and VIOLA SCHULLER Vande Lune '35.
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"The Promise of Higher Education"
Continued from page 3

must maintain clarity and confidence in the idea of the Christian
college, so that our educational planning and service may be
purposive and our poise may not be upset by opposition or
misunderstanding.
Being clear about what Christian higher
education is up to and about what is required to keep it on course
is the foundation of everything: 2) We must strengthen our conviction about the indispensability and human importance of this
approach to higher education and make an unabashed presentation to the public of the positive advantages of such a service:
3) We must promote within the churches a keen sense of
vocation about Christian service through education and encourage individuals to prepare and dedicate themselves for
such service; 4) We must garner the resources in money and
material to sustain our programs on the level of quality which is
currently required. The sacrifices which are required to meet
the costs of Christian higher education are familiar to everyone
in this room. The future will exact only greater material
sacrifices from those who believe firmly in this idea.
YOUR TASK AS AN ALUMNUS
If your church is to fulfill Lhe promise of Christian higher

education in the next generation, the church is going to have to
depend upnn you to do it. The church can hardly depend on those
of your age group who have been educated at public institutions.
The church cannot depend for many more years on those who
have been your teachers and supporters. Your church will need
you. Some of you will be asked to commit your lives to service
on the staffs of such institutions. For some of you responding to
- that call will involve a very great professional sacrifice - your
church may have to ask you to give your whole life to a ministry
of Christian higher education. I am asking some of you to consider seriously whether or not God is leading you in that direction.
All of you. however, whatever vocation you choose, are going
to be making money soon. The Christian church is going to need
that money if it is going to fulfill the promise of Christian higher
education. The inflation which affects educational costs is going
to continue for an indefinite future. The cost of sustaining an enterprise such as Northwestern College has already mounted to

,

the level where those who founded this institution might well
have hesitated to go ahead and the end is nowhere in sight. The
future of this institution is full of financial insecurity and
struggle. and the church will need your help to keep the enter.
prise sol vent.
But most of all the church will need your witness concerning
the indispensable
importance of this kind of educational
program as a means of personal development. The churches do
not now realize the irreplaceable value of the distinctively
Christian college. You who are the graduates of such a college
will be able to do more than any other group to restore the
church's sense of mission in education. Your witness is crucial
at this moment. If you are silent. no one but the institutional
representatives, whose voices have gone largely unheeded so
far. will be left to speak.
THE PROMISE of CHRISTIAN HIGHER EDUCATION

The promise of Christian higher education is a bright one. But
there remains the possiblity that your generation, too, will be
unable to realize the promise. I am inviting you to dedicate
yourselves in this hour to the enterprise of which you are the
beneficiaries - to do for your own time and in a better way what
Northwestern College has been trying to do for you.
I know better than any of you the sacrifices which you will
have to make in fulfilling such a vow of dedication. But we will
not achieve anything great if we take our ease. If we rise up to
surmount the obstacles in our path, we will reach a destination
worth the effort. You can easily follow the course of least
resistance, but that course does not usually get you where you
really want to go. The straight and narrow path is full of
struggle. but it leads to life.
Only remember this.
every spiritual struggle the weapons
of your warfare are only spiritual. If you begin resorting to
material weapons, you have already lost the spiritual quality
which you have been struggling to defend. There is only one
means of protecting a Christian college from the enemies which
threaten it on every side, and that means is the integrity of the
Christian college to its own ideals. I commend those ideals to
you in the years ahead of you. Be proud of them and nurture
them. And then make your own sacrifices in your time in order
to pass those same ideals on to others. May God bless you and
guide you in His way.
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February, 1973
Dear Christian Friends:
Dr, Earl William Kennedy - "Bill", to his friends, joined the Department of Bible
and Religion of Northwestern College in September, 1963, He is a native of Los Angeles,
and graduated from Occidental College and Fuller Theological Seminary, He earned the
Th,D, degree in Church History from Princeton Theological Seminary, In connection with
his doctoral studies he spent the academic year 1959-60 studying at the University of
Goettingen, Germany, During that year he met Cornelia Breugern, a native of Rotterdam,
The Netherlands, whom he subsequently married,
Dr, Kennedy is recognized on campus for the high standards of scholarship he maintains and his encylopedic knowledge, He and Mrs, Kennedy and their two sons spent a
sabbatical year in The N~therlands in 1971-72 where Dr, Kennedy participated in seminars
at the Free University of Amsterdam conducted by the renowned theologian, Dr. G, C,
Berkouwer, by Dr. H, H. Kuitert, whose writings in Christian Social Ethics are well known
in Europe and the U.s" and several other well known scholars,
Early in the first semester Dr, Kennedy deliveredsan especially timely and thoughtprovoking chapel address which I persuaded him to make available to our larger college
family, I am both pleased and proud to share this fine address with you,
POLARIZATION
by
E. W. Kennedy, Ph,D,

President Granberg, in his opening address here in chapel this semester, made a passing reference to my happy splashing in Dutch theological waters during my sabbatical
leave this past school year. I would like to say at the start, that I was impressed by a
number of things in The Netherlands-such as the good quality of Dutch television (which
is non-commercial), the high degree of tolerance in many aspects of (Dutch) life (this has
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both its advantages and disadvantages), the marvellous use the Dutch make of what little
land they have, and the relatively high degree of literacy and intellectual interest among
average Dutch citizens.
One word which has become something of a cliche in The Netherlands in the past
few years is "poterizetie" - and this brings me to the subject of the morning: Polarization.
On the Dutch scene, and this would apply pretty well to America and many other places
as well, this word polarization refers to the growth of both the radical and reactionary extremes in politics, society, and the churches-while at the same time there is the weakening of the political, social, economic, and religious moderates. Increasingly, there seems
to be a tendency in many parts of the world to choose sides-to stress and even exaggerate
differences and to forget similarities-to form groups diametrically opposed to each otherto square off to define oneself and one's group primarily over against an opposing group.
Naturally, Americans are well acquainted with this phenomenom (or something very
much like it), for 'we have long known about "the good guys" and "the bad guys" from
the old Hollywood "Westerns". And, 'of course, we never fail to identify ourselves, whoever we might be, with the "good guys" in their struggle against "the bad guys." Thus
"we" and the group or groups with which we identify are the "good guys" and "they",
that is everybody outside our group or groups-especially the opposing group(s), are the
"bad guys." It's all very neat and simple: the forces of light against the forces of darkness.
And we all play this game in one way or another every day.
Sometimes the polarization game is relatively harmless. More often it is likely to be
quite dangerous if not actually damaging. Many contemporary examples could be given.
There are the flag-wavers against the flag-burners; there are the Jews against the Arabs;
there are the Protestant Irish against the Catholic Irish; there is mutual tribal massacre in
Burundi. there are the Christian social activists against the Christian evangelizers.
In real long-term polarization, communication and understanding between the opposing sides virtually ceases. Slogans are relied upon to keep each side's followers properly
enthusiastic. The other side is caricatured and labeled and thus dehumanized. It is much
easier to kill anyone including a Vietnamese, if he is labeled a "gook", i.e. if he is seen as
something less than human. Slogans such as "America-love it or leave it" do not, to say
the least, advance the cause of mutual understanding and dialogue. In any case, polarization seems, if anything, to be growing all over the world. I cannot presume to offer anything like a complete list of reasons for this growth, but I can suggest one or two possible
contributing factors.
First, polarization may well be related to the current search for identity. The need
to have a sense of belonging and personal orientation seems to have caused many people
to espouse a cause, to become partisans, to join "the good guys" in a life and death
struggle against the "bad guys."

Second, polarization seems plainly related to the struggle for freedom and justice by
various oppressed minority groups. Once, of course, the oppressed minority begins to roll,
it often triggers a "blacklash" by the oppressing majority. Thus each side tends to feel
that it has a virtual monopoly on truth and virtue, with very little effort made either to
empathize with the other side to try to follow Jesus' Golden Rule; to do unto others
what you would have them do unto you. But the problem of putting oneself in the
other's shoes may be even harder for the oppressed than for their oppressors, precisely
because there is much right on their side. Saddest of all, the oppressed are rarely aware
that history and our own experience teach us that the oppressed usually seem to have no
qualms whatsoever in becoming oppressors when the opportunity presents itself. We are
all potential, if not actual, oppressors-which is another way of saying that we are all
sinners.
What is a Christian to think, say and
do when faced with polarization? For one
thing, because it is a complex phenomenom,
he will have no easy answers to cover all
facets of the question. Certainly, the Christian must sometimes take sides and identify
with the oppressed against their oppressors.
Certainly, too, the Christian must recognize
that there are important social, racial and
political differences among men (although
these are not ultimate). But the Christian is
also called to be a reconciler or "the man
in the middle." Most importantly, the Christian must learn and relearn three things:
first, "they", "the bad guys", the "other
side", "the enemy" etc.; they have been

made by God in His image.
Second, "we", "the good guys", perhaps an oppressed minority, the champion of all
that's decent and right, we are sinners and have wronged both God and our neighbor, and
but for God's grace and our lack of opportunity would gladly bully our neighbor.
Third, there was a classic case of polarization in the hostility between Jews and
Gentiles in the world of the first century A.D. But Paul writes to the Ephesians that Christ
who endureth hostility and oppression for the sake of all men, including his oppressors and
all of us; Christ is our peace, who has made us both, Jew and Gentile, and has broken
down the dividing wall of hostility ... that He might create in Himself one new man- the
Christian man-in place of the two, thus making peace; and might reconcile us both to
God in one body through the cross, thereby bringing the hostility to an end." (Ephesians 2:
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expanded). Jesus Christ has created a new people, a people who stake their lives on
Him-a people who not only try to face up to their own sin and acknowledge God's image
in every man, but who also strive to share with all men something of that agape-love
which they have come to know by experiencing Christ's love.
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