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Across
Campus
The Bird Boy

Written by NW junior
Andrew Stam, “The Bird
Boy” explores the complex
meaning of home through
the illumination of a
dysfunctional family. The
play’s progression of the
main character, a young
boy, sheds unique light on
true beauty. Come to the
premiere Friday at 7:30
p.m. in the DeWitt Theatre.
Admission is free.

Floyd River Race
The annual boat race
down the Floyd River
comes back after last year’s
cancellation. Participants
build their own boats,
rafts and creative floating
devices and commence
battle for victory of the
swiftest and strongest
invention. Test your
willpower and might at
this year’s race, Saturday,
April 30, at 4 p.m. at
the Floyd River. All are
welcome to participate.

Submit Events
Submit your campus
happenings and events to
the Beacon for inclusion in
this column. Submissions
should be roughly 50
words or less and be
e-mailed to beacon@
nwciowa.edu.

beacon.nwciowa.edu

Ross takes office in landslide
BY KATE WALLIN
STAFF WRITER

The people have spoken. Winning the SGA
presidential election with 50 percent of the votes,
was junior Ross Fernstrum. While Fernstrum may
be a new face to the SGA scene, he hopes to bring
a fresh perspective to the process.
“I feel passionate about the student experience
here at NW,” he said. “I felt as SGA president that
there was an opportunity to better that experience
that I couldn’t pass up.”
How Fernstrum got to NW is another story
though. Both his mother and older brother went to
NW, and Fernstrum grew up not wanting to follow
in their footsteps.
“I was being recruited by a number of different
schools, so I was going on a lot of different visits
but everything felt empty,” he said. “When I visited
NW, I felt the difference. People cared.”
Fernstrum hasn’t regretted his decision for a
moment and has filled his time by being involved
all over campus.
“There are so many parts I love. I’ve loved
playing football here. I lived in West for two years;
I loved that,” Fernstrum said. “Overall, I think it’s
just the random activities and interactions with
people that really stick out when reflecting on my
experience thus far.”
And although he’s new to the presidential office,
Fernstrum’s attempt to join SGA began last year.
After submitting an application for the Academic
Affairs representative position, Fernstrum recalled,
with a smile, “They told me ‘no’ because I was too

involved.”
Fernstrum disclosed that he doesn’t have any
preconceived ideas about the presidency. Going
into the next academic year, he described simply
wanting to be real about the NW student experience
and do what he can to unify the different pieces of
that experience.
“I don’t have a set list of initiatives that I’m going
to propose; I want to know what the students want.

“I’m not expecting us all to hold
hands and sing Kumbaya, but we
can always still try something new.”
I’m looking forward to interacting with other SGA
members as far to see what is important,” he said.
“I do want to work at building support among
students for other students. Even if it’s getting
a bunch of guys who usually wouldn’t attend a
play to all go see a show like Baghdad Tales or to
up attendance at our choir concerts. Instead of,
say, 100 students, lets get 200 to go out and show
our support.”
In the end, Fernstrum firmly believes that, “The
college experience is what you want to make it.”
“It’s always better, though, when you feel the
support,” he said. “I’m not expecting us all to hold
hands and sing Kumbaya, but we can always still
try something new.”

Lamrof switches out the tuxes for the tires

BY TYLER LEHMANN

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

With students’ lives, schedules and summer plans already a mix of
craziness, Northwestern adds its own spin on the end of the year with the

Chapel
Monday
wGreg Christy,
President

Tuesday

wChapel Music Team

Wednesday
wHarlan Van Oort,
Chaplain
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wJusto Almario,
Musician
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Junior Ross Fernstrum is excited to lead as SGA president.
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Take note of enthusiastic NW students sophomores Leah Dykstra, Rachel Van Gorp and
Hannah Krohn who went all out for last year’s gangster sports theme.

annual spring dance.
“Dancing wildly in a ridiculous costume could be the best remedy for the
stress of looming finals,” says the Student Activities Council, which will host
NW’s annual “anti-formal” Lamrof dance, Friday, May 6.
“We like to have a dance in the spring. It’s kind of a stress reliever,” said
SAC member Holly Stewart. “A lot of people, especially guys, don’t like to
go to formal dances, and we want to include more students.”
Taking its name from a backward spelling of “formal,” Lamrof will have
a street dance theme this year, inspired by an impromptu street dance that
occurred during orientation week.
“Don’t dress up, dress the part,” Stewart said. “The baggier the better, and
you’ve got to have the bling.”
For students whose closets contain only properly fitting clothes and modest
jewelry, Stewart recommends hitting the thrift stores to find costume pieces.
“Just make sure you can dance in your costume,” said junior Sarah Bartz.
“Wearing white is a lot of fun because it glows under the black lights.”
Bartz, who has attended Lamrof before, said students who are unable to
find costumes can still attend Lamrof without feeling out of place.
“If you want to just wear jeans and a t-shirt, it’s totally fine,” she said.
Bartz, however, plans on wearing her “gangsta pants.”
“I like wearing a costume instead of a dress because I can have danceoffs,” she said.
With a wide variety of music expected, students may find themselves
dancing to some surprising tunes.
“Lamrof has always had fun songs. Everything from Disney sing-alongs
to songs people normally dance to,” Stewart said.
Lamrof will be held Friday, May 6, from 9:30 to midnight in the parking
lot outside the Bultman Center. Admission is free.
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Pregnant but not in private
BY KAYLA VETTER
Have you ever watched a reality show on
television and thought, “How could people
actually want to participate in this?”
Well, making a public spectacle of yourself
is what reality television is about. However,
I find “16 and Pregnant”, “Teen Mom”, and
“Teen Mom 2” overly disturbing.
“16 and Pregnant” started the teenage
pregnancy craze on MTV two years ago.
It starred six teenagers and showed their
journeys of pregnancy, labor and life after
labor. It was a whirlwind watching the six
girls and their families go through this very
personal time in their lives.
A year went by and MTV decided that they
should make a sequel. “Teen Mom” started
airing on televisions across America. This
show went into the everyday lives of four
of the six girls-turned-mothers as they took
care of their children.
Do you think it is a good idea to put
your private life on television so the whole
world can see it? Especially when you
fight with your family members and have
a camera shoved in your face? I think not.
I would find it extremely embarrassing if
my neighbors could be watching my life on
their televisions. The teenagers involved in
these productions already have a challenge
being a mother. Why do they want the extra
attention? The publicity seems to make these
girls’ lives worse.
The four girls from “Teen Mom” are
average teenagers who happened to get
pregnant while in school.
One girl made the hardest decision of all:
adoption. She and her boyfriend thought it
was the best choice, realizing they were unfit
to be parents because of their own home life.
Their families were not so happy; the girl’s
mom was especially hard on her about giving
the baby up. Continued appearance on the
show prevented the mother from getting
any closure on the situation, making her life
more difficult.
On a positive note, her choice of adoption
reminds pregnant teens that there are
alternatives to being a teen mom.
Another girl who kept her baby had a

temper and took out her frustrations on her
boyfriend. This eventually led to jail time.
One girl who took good care of her
daughter, but the teen’s own mother abused
her.The girl moved out and was not on
speaking terms with her mother. To make
the situation worse, the father of the child
passed away.
The fourth and final teen proved to be
an excellent mother and put her child first
above all things. She put her plans on hold,
while the others’ lives just become more and
more dramatic.
MTV added fuel to the fire by putting
these families on television. It’s not fair to
the baby to be exploited while the mom is
whining to America about being a mother.
These moms are experiencing fame and
glamor incomparable to most teens in their
situation.
The moms can get support from complete
strangers. Teens can go on to MTV’s website
and see pictures of the babies outside the
show and write comments to the moms. The
site is tempting to teenagers because they can
see the casting list for new shows episodes
and comment on why certain teenage moms
should be on television. Teens can also watch
past shows, watch interviews with the moms,
and can buy the seasons of the shows. It is
ridiculous.
Americans are being entertained by these
pregnancies. It is disturbing that people can
sit through the private lives of these girls and
their families, watching as they scream and
fight with one another and have private time
with their babies. As you keep watching the
show and go in depth with each mom, you
can see the challenges that each one faces
and the opportunities they have given up
or are trying to balance in their life. Some
had to drop out of school, some are stay-athome moms that have to do everything, and
some are still careless teens who don’t want
to be parents.
MTV is glamorizing teenage pregnancy by
showing that if you land a television contract,
you can have fame and fortune as well.
MTV is exploiting and distorting the
lives of these teen moms, glamorizing tough

Stars of the hit MTV show “16 and Pregnant” show off their tummies and their lives on national televison.

situations, and promoting teens around the
country to follow the same destructive path.
While the shows keep airing and continues
to ruin the lives of these women, Americans
will continue being entertained by watching
it. MTV makes it look like there is nothing to
having a baby, but living it makes it a whole
different story.
Although MTV puts these shows on for
their own reasons, the differences between
Hollywood lifestyle and real world is
dramatic.
About two years ago, one of my best
friends was dating a guy that was too fastpaced for her. After a few months of missing
classes during our junior year of high school,
she was five months pregnant.
When I heard the news, I was shocked,
speechless and scared.
I saw my friend get bigger and bigger.
She gave birth to a son. She didn’t come back
to school for two weeks. When she did, she
had to leave to go to doctor appointments
like she did during her pregnancy, missing
even more school.
Our senior year came along, and she
started skipping the first two periods of
school. Then she transferred to an alternative
school and graduated with me in the spring.
The experience took a huge toll on her.
She missed the music trip that we had looked
forward to since fifth grade. She missed high
school in general. But she really missed her

dream of going to college to become a doctor
or a scientist. She made the decision to be
a mother. My friend’s story is nothing like
MTV’s “Teen Mom”. She does not have a
television show and a website to get support
from strangers.
My concern is that if teens watch this, they
may want to get pregnant to get the attention
these teens receive. The real world does not
work that way. These girls happened to be in
the right place at the right time, but now they
are paying for it—emotionally and physically.
If MTV producers were wise, they would
see the red flags in the shows that have already
aired and forget about filming anymore. It
makes matters worse for teenagers who
experiment with irresponsible actions to
try to get famous and receive money and
other benefits.
What is our world coming to when a
television show about teenagers becoming
parents is considered entertainment?
As college students, should we watch
teenage pregnancy shows? Sure it shows
awareness of teenage pregnancy, but are
we just as bad as the teen moms who are
on the show?
When we watch these shows, we are
the ones giving them ratings to make them
popular, keep them on the air, and keep the
cycle going. But if we stopped watching,
these exploitive shows, perhaps they could
come to an end.

Final reflections and memories from Muscat, Oman
BY KAMERON TOEWS
WRITER ABROAD

Sitting on the front porch
of the house I’ve called
my home for the past four
months, I look across the
buildings of Muttrah and
realize I only have 15 days
left to take it all in.
The sun set hours
ago, cooling the city. The
mountains radiate the day’s
heat back at me. The city is
still while a breeze blows
the white, red and green of
the Omani flag as though it
were waving me farewell.
The streets remained quiet

except for the shouts of a few
children and the sporadic car
blasting Akon as it drives
past the gate to the house.
The Hajar Mountains
surround us on three sides
and the Gulf of Oman is on
the fourth. The mountains’
ragged peaks are silhouetted
against the faint glow of
city lights on the other
side. The small forts built
on the mountaintops stand
as symbols of history and
perseverance. The minarets
of the five mosques around
the house rise above the
jagged horizon line of

mountains. Fives times a
day they call Muslims to a
community of worship and
remembrance of God.
The gate for the house
beside us, used daily as a
soccer goal by neighborhood
boys, now lays vacant,
waiting for tomorrow’s
game. I remember when
I met those boys—their
kind hearts, big smiles and
welcoming handshakes.
Three dumpsters on the
edge of their parking lot
soccer pitch are searched by
feral dogs looking for a last
minute meal before going

into the mountains to howl
the night away.
I think of so many things
that have happened within
only a few blocks of where I
am: a gym recently opened
across the street by a man
named Abdulla, with biceps
like triangles; a building was
repainted with a fresh coat of
white after a fire destroyed
a small rug shop not 100
meters away; a restaurant
grilling meat every night;
Nasser’s coffee shop selling
sandwiches for 50 cents.
I think back to the car
accident on the dusty road

in Oman’s interior and the
hellish week that followed;
the anger, confusion, doubt
and love that resonated from
that moment is a testimony to
the power of relationships. I
remember the 9 km hike up
Sun Mountain when I found
where clouds were made,
the three-day camel trek
with nothing to do but relax,
watching dolphins play in
the fjords, the colors in the
fish market, and moonlit
fishing.
I realize that much of
this city is no longer as
exciting and new as it was

when we first crossed the
threshold of the Al Amana
Center’s gate in our Toyota
Prado and saw what would
be home for the semester.
The beauty of the massive
rocky mountains of purples,
greens, reds and blacks now
often pass unnoticed while
the stories of “This American
Life” entertain us on our city
drives.
I sit in the humid night
air and appreciate all this
country has done for me. All
the stories it’s told, memories
given, thoughts introduced,
and friendships made.
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Support for our SGA
The SGA elections have
created a lot of discussion
among the students at
Northwestern College
during the past weeks.
The elections, however,
were not the only SGArelated topics on many of
the students’ minds.
Since the elections were
first announced nearly two
weeks ago, questions have
arisen on the effectiveness
of SGA. Is SGA doing
a good job? Are they
actually implementing new
initiatives on campus? Is the
organization just for show?
The answers to these
questions may be debatable
among students. As the
current Campus Life
Representative, I have had
the opportunity to see
many positive steps
the organization
has taken in
implementing new
campus initiatives
and representing
the student body.
In the past
couple of years
alone, SGA has organized
several initiatives such as
the Rent-a-Bike program,
ConServe, clubs and
organizations, going
trayless, making the RSC
a more student-friendly
environment, adding a sand
volleyball court and fire
pit to campus and parking
restructuring. These are
only a few of the recent
initiatives implemented by
SGA, and we continue to
work on several others on
a daily basis.
One initiative that SGA
sought to improve this past
year was bringing back the
television to the caf.
As many of you may
know, the television was
removed from the caf and
replaced with a monitor to
display an assortment of
campus announcements.
With much petition from the

student body, SGA President
Justin Jansen, Vice President
Wes Garcia and At-Large
R e p r e se n t a t i ve P r e s ton
Leader worked tirelessly
to ensure that the students’
concerns were heard among
the Northwestern staff
and faculty. After much
discussion and debate from
both sides, a compromise
was made and the television
was returned to the caf.
The television now allows
cable programming as
well as campus-related
announcements.
As much as we would
like each initiative to be
as successful as the recent
return of the television,
the truth is it will not
always turn out in our
favor. For instance,
take our addition
of a seasonal ice
skating rink on
campus this past
BY KAITLYN LINK

winter.
SGA took on the ice
s k a t i n g r i n k e n d e a vo r
with hopes of building
c o m m u n i t y, e n h a n c i n g
student activities on campus
and initiating a new winter
intramural sport such as
broomball. However, due
to unforeseeable challenges
such as the weather, the
ice skating rink was not
as successful as SGA had
hoped. We realize that as an
organization we cannot look
at these setbacks as defeat,
but rather, as learning
experiences.
Let’s be honest. SGA
is not always going to
get everything right.
Occasionally we are
going to miscalculate or
underestimate the changing
seasons, but that does not
mean we don’t care about
our jobs as representatives.

F r o m e a c h s e t b a c k we
experience, we gain
beneficial information that
will only improve any plans
we have for the future.
Aside from the different
initiatives SGA takes on
each year, there are also
various committees that
SGA members represent.
The different committees
include the Honors,
Admissions, Retentions,
Campus Life, Academic
Affairs and Professor of
the Year committees. The
subject matter of these
meetings is not always
publically presented to the
student body because of the
nature of the committees.
H o w e v e r, t h e s t u d e n t
body should be reassured
that the SGA member
representing a committee
works hard to make certain
that any decision regarding
Northwestern College is
made with the best interest
of the students in mind.
Currently, SGA consists
of 13 elected officials. This
means that SGA makes up
just over one percent of
the student body. The 13
members of SGA cannot do
much without the help of
the students. If the student
b o d y o f N o r t h we s t e r n
College wants an effective
SGA, they must be willing to
give ideas, present concerns
and vocalize subject matter.
We want to hear from you!
Whether it is playing
a game of sand volleyball
with your friends, riding
around campus on a yellow
bike, watching ESPN in
the caf or lounging on the
leather sofas and watching
television in the RSC,
the efforts of SGA are
everywhere.
Ta k e s a t i s f a c t i o n i n
knowing that SGA is hard
at work, fully functioning
and implementing new and
exciting initiatives for you
on campus.

The Beacon apologizes for the lack of coverage of the SGA
this past semester. We hope to better cover SGA meetings
and their corresponding actions with more regular news
articles in the future.

Are they working hard, or hardly working?

It’s time to speak up to SGA
BY KATI HENG

OPINIONS EDITOR

When it comes to pointing
out the shortcomings of
our Student Government
Association, it seems like
students want to keep the
complaints they are making
secret.
I need to start off by
saying that I try not to write
for this page. I want to hear
other students’ opinions.
I would rather feature an
article I disagree with than
monopolize the page with
my own opinions.
I could not find a single
student who wanted to write
a critique on the SGA. Sure,
I could find students who
would tell me what they
don’t like about the group,
students who were vocal
about changes they wished
SGA would adopt, and even
students who thought they
could do a better job than
current members.
Yet not one of these
students wanted to write
down their opinions and have
them printed on paper. None
of these students wanted to
ruffle any feathers, so they
decided to save their opinions
for private conversations
only.
I’ll admit—I have
complained about our SGA.

The major problem that
I have with the SGA is that
students don’t know what
they do. I know they made
us an ice rink, they upset
students by taking away
our trays from the Caf, and
I just read an email that they
are in charge of a Gennis
fundraising tournament. I
assume they do a lot more
than just this, but I really
don’t know for what they are
responsible.
Many students could
tell you the name of the
SGA President (current and
future), possibly our class
representative, and if lucky,
maybe the name of one or two
other SGA members whose
name doesn’t start with Wes
and end in Garcia. Many of
us don’t know who to talk
to about an issue we think
should be discussed by the
group, since we don’t even
recognize all of its members.
And of course, there is
always the issue that students
either don’t like or don’t
care about what SGA does.
Remember when there was
the idea of having a Winter
Olympics and using the ice
rink for what seemed like the
first time? Probably not as
much as you can remember
how we griped about having
to carry multiple plates and
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cups in the caf. We don’t seem
to notice anything the SGA
does—until it ticks us off.
When that happens,
we whine our hearts out.
Countless upperclassmen
have told me stories about
how great it was back in the
day when we had trays. We
have all walked by the ice
rink puddle and used it as a
reason to mock the quality of
our SGA.
But have we complained
to our representatives?
The NW community is all
about positive energy— we
are great at complimenting
each other, congratulating on
jobs done well, and building
each others’ self-esteems.
We hate to say anything
that might risk a friendship,
even with someone with
whom we aren’t friends.
We need to stop being
so scared to criticize SGA.
We’re critiquing them,
anyway. Why not share our
opinions with them so that
they can become something
constructive, rather than
dorm room gossip?
No person or institution
is perfect, SGA included. I’m
sure they would agree. When
they make a change that is just
awful, let’s try telling them in
a constructive way.

Any articles in the “Our
Take” section reflect
the opinions of the
editorial staff. To submit
suggestions for the Beacon
or submit your articles,
e-mail beacon@nwciowa.
edu. The editorial staff
reserves the right to edit
submissions for style,
clarity and length.
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Fleet Foxes’ follow-up filled with life
BY JORDAN LANGER
A&C EDITOR

In the lead-up to their recording sessions
for “Helplessness Blues,” Fleet Foxes’ Robin
Pecknold suggested that the band would try
to “distance” itself from the debut with a “less
poppy, less upbeat” sound. He said that he
wanted to do vocal takes in one go. “Even if
there are [mess] ups, I want them to be on
there. I want there to be guitar mistakes. I
want there not to be flawless vocals.” This
from a guy who’s tended so assiduously to
his harmonic craft that his girlfriend of five
years had to break it off.
Well, the good news is that they’re working
things out now that she’s heard the new record,
which, after a long birthing stretch and a
second studio session, scrapped some of those
early concepts and instead maintained the
vibrant naturalism of past work. For those that
liked the Appalachian feel, the rural visuals of
summer fruits and dawn upon the evergreens,
and sounds of “The Cascades”—it’s all here
in a lush way.
Which isn’t to say that nothing’s changed.
The group’s still got a lived-in feel, and
still swells vulnerably around a sense of
hopeful mortality. But their debut had more
of a baroque, chambered resonance where
“Helplessness Blues” feels more open,
freer, and moving. “Grown Ocean” gives a
good sense of the free-flowing pace, and its
accompanying video—a montage of intimate

glances into their hippie-like day-to-day—
forms a kind of thesis to the record’s “lust for
life” vivacity. Even tracks like “The Plains/
Bitter Dancer” that begin dense or sonically
overcast eventually break apart into a bright
release of warbles.
Underlying this is a similar question as
before: “Why is life made only for an end?”
Only this time, it’s a more internalized
question, and has Pecknold (who, by contrast
to the almost always fellowshipped vocals of
old material, takes lead more often) singing
things like “I woke up a dying man” or
“I was old news to you then.” These lines
might seem forthright by their standards,
but if they’ve veered more in that direction,
it’s for the better in a lot of ways. As I hinted
before, the aphorisms and sensuous details
are still here, and actually in more savory
form when put beside these plain confessions.
On “Someone You’d Admire” and “Blue
Spotted Tail,” Pecknold’s voice recording is
more up-front than ever, and show just how
much they do to get that worn, homely, even
hymnic grain on other tracks.
“Helplessness Blues” does use some of
the same terms as their debut. After both
albums, I’m pretty certain that “morning”
is Pecknold’s favorite word, or idea even.
“Sunlight” is another. But where these are the
leftover scatterings of their evocative world
of things, they’re motifs, and it’s interesting
where they differ from past uses. For instance,

Fleet Foxes’ “Helplessness Blues” is released on May 3, this upcoming Tuesday.

“throat”: in last record’s “White Winter
Hymnal,” a thing to bundle scarves around;
here on “The Shrine/An Argument,” he sees
the one he loves “in the ocean washing off
my name from your throat.” In this way, all
of their surroundings—their effect moves
back and forth and back again.
Similarly, “Helplessness Blues” is a record
of transitions—almost all of the songs move
into second or third parts. While the tracks
aren’t much longer, they do have a veering
form. I think that the extra space does well
for them, especially with the addition of
multi-instrumentalist Morgan Henderson.

Tina Fey becomes the boss in “Bossypants”
BY ALENA SCHUESSLER
STAFF WRITER

If you pick up a copy of Tina
Fey’s new book “Bossypants,”
you will see a very lovely
photo of Tina with a pair of
huge, ugly man-hands. Why
these instead of Tina’s goodlooking, womanly hands?
As Tina would likely say,
it’s just funny. It takes you a
second before you catch the
unpleasantly hairy limbs, and
then it’s sidesplitting.
Best known as a writer for
“Saturday Night Live” and
as a producer and actress on

PHOTO COURTESY OF FOXBOOKSHOP.COM

“Bossypants” has received a lot
of reviews. For instance, Trees
evidently said, “Totally worth it.”

“30 Rock,” Tina Fey has made
“funny” her career. She has
written an autobiography
that is 100 percent funny and
200 percent brilliant.
Tina starts the book with
several notes. She appeals
to the women who want to
navigate a male-dominated
work world. She tells SarahPalin lovers that if they want
to find reasons to hate her,
they should keep reading.
Throughout the book,
Tina makes light of her wacky
child experiences, including
getting arbitrarily slashed in
the face at age 6, navigating
the awkward teenage years,
and discovering her true
friends while working at a
theater. She paints an astute
image of her father, Don Fey,
who was a no-nonsense father
growing up—and still is,
according to his praise on the
back cover. “I hope that’s not
really the cover. That’s really
going to hurt sales.”
In the chapter titled
“My Honeymoon, or A
Supposedly Fun Thing I’ll
Never Do Again Either,”
Tina relays an experience of
nearly sinking and drowning
with her new husband on

their honeymoon aboard a
cruise. While it’s not one of her
fondest memories, she gives
us permission to laugh with
her: “We’re going to be one of
those stories of a couple that
died on their honeymoon,”
Tina wails. “We’ll be on the
local news. They’ll identify
Jeff by the monogram inside
that suit jacket. I think about
how horrible it will be if I have
to get on the lifeboat and leave
him behind.”
Interspersed between
s t o r i e s a b o u t wo r k i n g
for Lorne Michaels on
“Saturday Night Live” and
producing “30 Rock,” Tina
fills whole chapters with
“Remembrances of Being
Very Very Skinny,” which
includes “Sometimes I had to
sleep with a pillow between
my legs because my bony
knees clanking together kept
me awake.” The next chapter
is titled “Remembrances of
Being a Little Bit Fat,” one
of which is: “I once left a
restaurant in the middle of
dessert to get to Krispy Kreme
before it closed.”
Is there a last word in this
hilariously madcap book? If
there were a “theme” of sorts,

it would be something like:
“don’t let other people tell you
what you are or what you can
do.” Tina was in her 30s when
she had her first and only
child. Despite family member
and colleagues badgering
her with questions of more
children, she firmly told
them “We’re not having any
more kids.”
This idea carries through
the book. “Bossypants” is a
simple word that implies,
“Don’t let people boss you
around. You’re the boss if
you say you’re the boss.” Tina
applies this to women in maledominated fields. Although
she encourages women to
stick up for themselves and
their talents, she also lightly
nudges them not to make it
into a big deal. People are
people, and you should judge
others and yourself based on
talent and ability, she seems
to say.
Of course, she couldn’t
write a whole book without
mentioning the famous
parodies of Sarah Palin she
performed on “Saturday
Night Live” in 2008. But I’m
not going to spoil that part
for you. Read it yourselves.

PHOTO COURTESY OF CDN.BUZZNET.COM

Henderson adds a Mediterranean-tinged
violin on “Bedouin Dress,” a free jazz phrase
on “The Shrine/An Argument,” and flute
interludes that puff into “Lorelai.” For the
most part, these don’t feel like props on the
soundscape, and instead give a sense that
there’s a lot of places they can go yet.
And with this record, there’s an urgency
to go to them if life allows. When I hear
tracks like “Helplessness Blues” or “Grown
Ocean”—and the record as a whole—I think
I’d follow them most anywhere, and I’m
reminded to, in all of life, see the forest and
the trees.

Check Out
Music: Tune-Yards’
“Who Kill”

If you’re up for
something fresh and
are up for something
that leans a little more
to the experimental side
of things, “Who Kill”
is full of unexpected
and unexplainable
genre mash-ups and a
weirdly but compelling
maternal sense.
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Farewell, Steve Carell

BY ASHLEE EIESLAND
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

In 2005, NBC aired a comedy about a group of eccentric office works. At their center was
an over-confident, unprofessional but hilarious boss. For six years, we Office fans have had
the pleasure of seeing Michael Scott’s professional career at Dunder Mifflin and Saber. Now,
as six seasons of The Office on DVD lay strewn about my floor and six of Michael’s Scott’s
faces stare back at me, I am forced to come to terms with the fact that April 28 will bring about
the end of Michael’s paper and printer career and the beginning of my mourning period.
I know many people who think that The Office cannot continue without Steve Carell’s
participation. It’s tempting to take that point of view. After all, Carell’s character has provided
us with the countless laughs, cringes and awkward silences that I am not sure any other
character can.
Michael’s ability to create a devastatingly awkward moment has shocked me for six and
half seasons. Topping my list are: his brilliant idea to initiate Yankee swap at the company
Christmas party, disappointed at his potholder gift from Phyllis after he “got carried away
with the Christmas Spirit” and bought Ryan an iPod; his completely unsympathetic (but
totally unsurprising) reaction to Kevin’s possible skin cancer that just happened to fall on
Michael’s birthday; his insistence to support Oscar’s coming out by kissing him in front of the
entire office; and his numerous inappropriate comments to the women of the office (Like his
comment to Karen: “Wow! You’re very exotic looking…”). Let’s not forget his role in Phyllis’s
wedding, his short-lived relationship with Pam’s mom, and his emotional breakdown at the
Nashua branch seminar.
However, I suppose we should all be happy about the reason Michael has decided to leave:
he is finally going to be with Holly, his perfect match. After all, Michael has gone through
with relationships; how can we not be happy for him? Just look at his past girlfriends. There’s
Jan, of course, who forced him to testify against the company, made him get a vasectomy (and
then reverse it and then reverse it back again), and went to a sperm bank while they were still
dating. Let’s not forget Carol, though, who broke up with him after he proposed to her at
Kelly’s Diwali party and the bar manager who turned out to be married. Michael has gone
through a lot of heartbreak to get to the woman he is with now. Jim Halpert once commented
about Michael’s pursuit of Holly: “I gotta say Michael is killing it with Holly. And I think I
know why. It’s because Holly is kind of a major dork.” Yes, indeed. And from Michael and
Holly’s “Let’s Get Ethical” seminar to their “SlumDunder Mifflinaire” skit, we have all known

that they were meant to be together. I suppose, then, I can grudgingly admit that I’m happy
Michael gets the girl, even if it means leaving behind his co-workers and his devoted viewers.
To use Michael’s phrase: I’m not superstitious, but I am a little stitious of change, especially
the change that will occur due to his absence. So many cons and basically no pros fill my
list of his departure. Who will give us the inappropriate sexual and racial remarks? Who
will call the unnecessary but humorous conference room meetings? Who will fill the ironic
role of the office boss acting like a little kid? Who will hate Toby? Who will stare back at me
from the center of the cover of my season eight DVD of The Office? Who will be the boss?
Whoever is taking Steve Carell’s place doesn’t have big shoes to fill but a sumo-wrestlersized fatsuit to fill. I wish that person the best of luck, because he or she is taking on a pretty
difficult task.
By the time you read this, the last episode of The Office with Steve Carell as the star will
have aired. Along with my fellow fans, I thank him and bid him farewell.

Portal’s puzzles get bigger, wider
BY MICHAEL GUTSCHE
STAFF WRITER

Portal 2 is fantastic, if
not in the way that the first
one was. It suffers from
its own legacy, which is
completely understandable.
However, it also seems
to have realized this, and
therefore defines itself in
a different way from the
original Portal. It’s one of
the smartest games I’ve

played in a long time. Smart
in this context meaning
it is both intelligent and
finely dressed. Seriously,
this game be purdy. Valve,
the developers, spent a
lot of time making sure
the ruined science facility
aesthetic got through to
the player, as well as the…
other environments. I
can’t tell you what they
are, only that they’re both

Campus Quotes
“The history of American is like soiled
underwear.”
- Professor of Theater Jonathan Sabo, lamenting the
“crappy” parts of our national past.
“Don’t be sad because it’s raining. It’s just
angels laughter! I mean...tears...”
- Senior Holly Bowers.
Send your Campus Quotes, with
context, to beacon@nwciowa.edu.

incredibly convincing and
flabbergasting in scale and
intricacy.
Mechanically, Portal 2
is exactly that: a bit dumb.
Well, I suppose “dumb”
is the wrong term as it’s
an incredibly smart game
made and written by people
of equally impressive
intelligence and wit. The
voice acting is brilliant,
the lines all delivered to an
immense effect. That’s not
what I’m talking about.
T h e s l o w, c r e e p i n g
ominous discovery of the
sinister AI running an
abandoned testing facility
that made the first game so
interesting is still present,
but in a massively lessened
form. This is mostly because
the first game used up all
that exposition. There’s no
little hints to the real nature
of what’s going on. You
already know. GLaDOS is
a murderous AI running
a gigantic testing facility
that’s more or less void of
other human life. You want
to escape. That’s it. A lot of
Portal 2’s discovery-based

PHOTO COURTESY OF CNET.COM

Developed by Valve Studios—the developer behind “Half-Life,” “Counter-Strike,” and “Team Fortress”—Portal 2
continues in the footsteps of its predecessor, which basically redefined the puzzle genre, if it even fits into that
category.

exposition is lessened, but
they redirect their subtlety
towards other little clues
towards a larger world, the
characters’ pasts, and the
origins and background of
Aperture Science.
Now, the puzzles aren’t
puzzles in the same sense
as the original. Those
made you stop and think,
questioning your concepts
of how gravity and physics
work, attempting to work
out a solution on your
own to the problems or

obstacles presented to you.
This was done by allowing
portals to be placed almost
everywhere.
Unfortunately, Portal 2
seems to contain more nonportalable surfaces than
there are portal-friendly
ones. Some of this has to do
with the grand scale of some
of the environments, and
you can’t just go portaling
yourself off into random
corners of the map. This
is something of a trouble
that appears when the level

designers have difficulty
reconciling their artistic
decisions and their practical
ones, and my goodness, did
the designers have a solid
artistic vision of Aperture.
However, even in the
completely enclosed rooms,
there are often too few
surfaces to place portals on,
which means that instead
of discovering a solution
to a problem, you’re just
figuring out what the

Portal over to p.5
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Although not as novel, Portal
sequel remains mind-bending
Portaled from p.3

PHOTO COURTESY OF COLLIDER.COM

Director Duncan Jones gives his follow-up to “Moon,” continuing his knack for thoughtful sci-fi.

If you could revisit the last 8 minutes...
BY AARON BAUER
STAFF WRITER

Somewhere in the
prefrontal lobe of the
cortex of your brain is a
plethora of short-term
memory data, waiting to
be recalled or replaced by
fresh information. According
to the new movie “Source
Code,” a full eight minutes
of memories is retained after
death, and that information
can be powerfully useful.
Stretching from a straightforward action/suspense to
a sci-fi brain bender, Jake
Gyllenhaal’s latest film gives
us a glimpse of the final
eight minutes captured in
the memory of a man on a
train and an army captain’s
attempt to save the rest of the
passengers.
A train, on its way into
downtown Chicago, is blown
up by someone who is
assumed to be a small-scale
terrorist. Captain Colter
Stevens (Gyllenhaal) is
asked to enter a program,
a matrix of sorts called the
source code, which puts
him into the body of one
of the passengers. Colter’s
assignment is simply to find
the bomber so authorities
can stop him before his
next attack. After repeated
attempts at entering the
source code, Colter becomes
increasingly curious as to
how he was selected for the
mission, what happened
to his fellow troops in
Afghanistan and who it is
that is holding him in this
small capsule.
As a film, “Source Code”
delivers more than I expected
from initial previews.
Gyllenhaal is as sound as ever,
and alongside him Michelle

Monaghan comes out strong
for as little as she is written
in the script, particularly
with her repeating lines with
every reset of the source
code program. Vera Farigma
plays Goodwin, the woman
with whom Colter interacts
with when he is outside of
the source code, trying to
learn more of the how and
why he is in that position.
Farigma’s role is different in
this film, as opposed to her
stronger women in “Up In
the Air” and “The Departed,”
but she splendidly portrays
her character as being torn
between doing her job and
helping the captain. The
script of “Source Code”
isn’t anything spectacular,
but the dialogue works
very well with the exception
of a few lines from Dr.
Rutledge (played by Jeffrey
Wright). Also, the cinematics
are strong; the repeated
explosion, especially in slowmo, feels authentic, and
the confined sensation of
both the train cars and the
capsule that holds Colter
make everything a little more
intimate.
Apart from the aesthetics
of the film, there is the
idea that really out-there
technologies could be a
reality. Is it possible that we
could delve into the final
eight minutes of a life in
order to gain some sort of
knowledge that would lead
to a better future for those
who survive? Would this
become an alternate reality, a
parallel universe or some sort
of “holographic simulation”?
The film does not entirely
explain exactly what they
have created, but it seems
to be a parallel universe that

could essentially be altered
by taking different actions
within those final eight
minutes. Assume someone
died in a car accident because
they veered too far off the
side of the road, but we’re
able to give them back the
last eight minutes of their
life through something like
the source code—that way
they can be sure to alter their
previous actions to avoid
the accident. Does this go
beyond the line of controlling
our own lives? Is this too
much like “playing God”
to be legal, ethical or even
possible?
“Source Code” provides a
decent script acted out by a
great set of names and faces;
altogether it is a film worth
watching. But the concept
is the most striking aspect,
offering a lot of questions
about where we are going
with technology and whether
or not we should even go
there. Give the film a chance
and see if it bends your brain.
into its own reality.

developers planned as
a solution. This is far less
satisfying, but even though
I just spent a paragraph or
two describing it, it didn’t
really bother me when I
was doing the puzzles the
first time. Don’t get me
wrong, there are still a few
beautifully open sections of
puzzling. But for the most
part, there’s one solution.
The cooperative play,
while not as important or
impressive as the singleplayer, is equally wellwritten and hilarious,
and presents more mindscrewing puzzles, as both
players have a portal gun.
That means four portals,
which means even more
interesting scenarios for the
players to overcome. That
also means that physics
has gone home crying.
The newer elements of
the game, combined with
the cooperative play and
four-portal shenanigans
mean that there are a whole
lot of ways that the game
redefines how you think
about solving specific
problems.
I guess the original
Portal’s puzzles were just on
an entirely different level,
and not because they were
necessarily more complex
or wonkier, but because
the player didn’t know
anything about portals. For
newcomers, the ideas and
mechanics of the portals
and the Aperture Science

Handheld Portal Device’s
workings are, I’m sure, just
as mind-bending as the first
game’s puzzles. Puzzles that
make you puzzle and puzz
until your puzzler is sore.
(Fantastic. I’m reduced to
stealing content from Dr.
Seuss.)
So, the good part: the
characters. GLaDOS is
really really well-realized
in this game. The entire
Aperture Science facility
is massive and sprawling,
and she is the heart of it.
She’s trying to use it to
test... whatever. Testing
whether the presence of
smooth jazz will offset
the terror of a deadly
t e s t c h a m b e r. W h e t h e r
participants in the tests
can solve problems when
launched into space. They
can’t, she says, but she’s
going to test it anyways. For
science. She’s also going to
call you stupid and horrible
and fat. Especially fat. It’s
hilarious. Seriously this is
some of the best insulting
to come out of video games.
“ L o o k a t yo u . S o a r i n g
through the air majestically.
Like an eagle. Piloting a
blimp.”
GLaDOS is a great
antagonist—one of the
best in gaming history.
She’s equally scathing and
guiding, wanting to test as
much as possible, while
still hating you for being
stubborn and persistent and
being human. Humans are
totally inferior. A couple
of her lines are a tiny bit

forced, but for the most
part, she’s a perfect passiveagressive psychopathic
artificial intelligence, who
you destroyed in the first
game. She says she’s willing
to put it all behind, for
science, but she constantly
reminds you of everything
you did wrong.
And that’s all I can tell
you, really, because I really
really don’t want to talk
about anything that might
spoil the game for you.
Seriously you’ll have to
take my word on this one. I
keep re-weighing the value
of revealing important
exposition from the game in
order to give a better picture
of what I’m talking about
vs. letting the potentiallyless-encouraged reader
discover these things for
themselves. The sneakrets
keep winning out. It’s more
important that the player
discover and ponder the
game for themselves than
that they get a complete
picture of it from some fool
talking about how it has
problems but you should
play it anyways.
Yes. But let me be clear in
conclusion: Portal 2 is worth
your time. It’s lost some of
its subtlety and gained a
far greater respect for itself,
and some of the puzzles are
lacking in creative solution.
But, oh my goodness, play
it anyways. And if you
haven’t played the original
Portal, shame on you. Go
apologize to someone. And
then go play it.
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determine what you believe and why
information courtesy of Wiki

1. Define your fundamental beliefs.
- List your primary religious beliefs, such as “I believe in a supernatural
god, or I believe the holy book of my religion is inspired by God.”
- Write down each belief as clearly as you can. If you’re unsure of a
belief that is an important part of your religion, include it on the list.
2. Step outside your worldview.
- This is an extremely difficult thing to do, but it’s important
to ask yourself if you value self-honesty and pursuit of truth
more than you fear letting go of current beliefs. Without this
dedication to being honest with yourself, you’re wasting your time.
3. Determine the source.
- Take each of your beliefs and ask yourself when you first started
to believe it, who told you, why they would know it to be true or if it’s
just speculation on their part, and why you accepted it as a belief.
4. Study your religion.
- Identify the beliefs that are part of the tenets of your religion, then
research when your religion started to believe these ideas, what
the alternatives were, and why might they have adopted the belief.
5. Re-evalute
- Ask yourself to what degree you hold these beliefs to be true. If one wasn’t
true, would it affect other beliefs you hold? If so, note the implications.
BY ALYSSA CURRIER
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

“To be a Christian, you have to love God and accept Him
into your heart,” said freshman Kaylee Brugioni. “You have to
believe that he died on the cross for your sins and rose again.
Then you can live every day for God’s glory.”
This sounds like a pretty solid statement, but Brugioni
hasn’t always been so sure. She admitted that along her faith
journey she’s had doubts. At times she’s even questioned
whether there is a god at all. However, she has overcome
these doubts by reading the Bible more, having more faith
and understanding that everyone has doubts at some point.

PHOTO BY BOB LATCHAW

Like many other Northwestern students, sophomore Brett Amiotte has
questioned why he believes what he does.

Barber brought bliss to Fern
BY SHELBY VANDER MOLEN
STAFF WRITER

Here’s to the woman who can wear overalls on a dare
and still get compliments. Here’s to the lady who can bring
brooches back and convince approximately 200 women to join
her. Here’s to the woman who can make mugs and muffins
the building blocks of community. Here’s to the lady who can
leave a legacy of dress-up bin clothes and touched lives in Fern
and across campus. Here’s to Lisa Barber and her six years as
resident director of Fern Smith Hall.
After graduating from Taylor University in Upland, Indiana,
in 2003, Barber spent a year in Ireland as an RD to a small group
of study abroad students. Having been heavily influenced by
a supervisor to consider being an RD, Barber began to think
in this direction long term, specifically Northwestern, after
that supervisor told her NW would be a great place to work.
PHOTO COURTESY OF LISA BARBER
Upon returning to the States, Barber became Lisa the Latte
Girl at a Starbucks for a year, worked as a substitute teacher on the side, and lived with her
parents in the suburbs of Chicago, of which she said with a laugh, “There’s no shame in that.”
Her year at Starbucks gave her time to apply for RD positions all over the country. In May
of 2005, she flew out to NW for her last scheduled interview. Barber remembers being here the
night of Fern’s all-hall dinner, waving awkwardly as the visiting candidate, and then returning
home incredibly nervous that she wouldn’t get offered a job anywhere. “It was a very good
trip. I remember I had no idea what I was doing,” she recalled. But, despite her worries, the
next day NW called with a job offer and she “agreed within the hour.”
Since that time Barber said, “I think I’ve seen myself change a lot.” She grew up in the
suburbs of Chicago, a place of affluence, and to that Barber said “there wasn’t much ownership
of where I’m from.” But life in small-town Orange City has helped Barber “mellow out a little

“I don’t believe what I believe just because I was raised that
way. But, because of my upbringing, I’ve come to understand
that nothing else makes sense,” Brugioni said.
In contrast, sophomore Brett Amiotte doesn’t consider
himself traditional when it comes to faith. “I would call anyone
who adheres to Jesus’ teachings and principles in a life-giving
way a Christian,” he said.
According to Amiotte, he has had many doubts throughout
his life as well. “The problem of evil has really challenged me,”
he said, “How can an all loving, all powerful God, permit
evil?” Amiotte also struggled with the fact that belief in a
literal resurrection of Christ is not unanimous among New
Testament scholars. “I don’t think I’ve overcome my doubts,”
said Amiotte. “I think doubts are things that everyone has to
wrestle with, and they don’t go away because there are no
simple fixes or answers. The real challenge is learning to have
comfort in doubt.”
In an attempt to briefly summarize why he believes what
he believes, Amiotte said, “Everyone takes a leap of faith. Mine
is that I believe God is love. I see that religion is prevalent
throughout civilization, which leads me to believe there’s
something more than the physical world.”
To religion professor Dr. Mead, all the complexities of
the Christian faith come down to the basic New Testament
confession: Jesus is Lord and Savior. “Though our belief is
not what saves us, this trust is the means by which we enjoy
and apprehend our salvation,” said Mead.
Even after years of seminary and studying religion, Mead
admitted he has had his share of doubts. “As I went through
education, I was confronted with questions concerning God’s
involvement in creation that I had to wrestle through,” Mead
said. Besides scientific questions about Genesis, Mead has
also struggled with the problem of evil. “I can grasp that God
wanted to have creatures that are free, and if you’re free, you
can mess up. But I have trouble putting the world’s untold
suffering and injustices together with a god who is love.”
To overcome these doubts, Mead consulted mentors,
teachers and Christian literature. To him, simply pressing on,
abiding in faith and not giving up was an important part of
getting over the bumps in his faith. “I kept going to church

See ‘Fern’ on page 9
even if I didn’t feel like it and kept worshipping. If you go it
alone, and leave it behind, you really are in a desert place.”
When it comes to why he believes what he believes, Mead
said, “It’s a combination of the reasonableness of the Christian
faith and a deep, innate feeling I have that God has his hands
on me.”
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How justifiable is the royal wedding fever for Americans?
BY KATI HENG

OPINION EDITOR

If you are too tired to read this article, I hope it’s
because you were one of the millions of Americans who
stayed up until late hours in the morning watching the
royal wedding.
I stayed up to watch the wedding of two people I have
never and will never meet. So did many of my friends and
wing-mates. But for some reason, the fact that we were
watching the wedding of the future king and queen of
Great Britain made the whole situation perfectly rational.
Americans have few logical reasons to be so interested
in the wedding. Besides taking over our magazines and
TV programs, the wedding will have little impact on
our American lives. So why are so many Americans

PHOTO COURTESY OF THEINSIDER.COM

The wedding of Prince William of Wales and commoner Kate Middleton
caused countless hours of news coverage — even in America.

obsessed with it?
Dan Young, a Northwestern College political science
professor currently on sabbatical, finds our interest in
the royal wedding to be rather understandable. Young
sees the wedding as the media’s latest “big story,” or as
a “celebrity of the month.”
He continued, “There’s something fascinating in this
hold-over tradition from ancient times still playing a
role in British life.”
Without the history or a governing system to provide
us with our own royalty, Americans have to go elsewhere
to find the pageantry and ceremony associated with a
wedding of a future monarch. After all, “nobody does
ceremony like the British,” said Young.
Young doesn’t believe the media’s coverage of the
wedding is gossip or simple fluff stories. “Because it is
the royal family, that gives it a bit more weight,” Young
said. “The media interest is more justified.”
Despite his interest in the royal wedding, Young said
he would not be staying up to watch the ceremony as it
occurred. “I’ll be fast asleep,” Young said.
On the other side of the spectrum, NW freshman
Gillian Anderson has planned to watch the wedding
for some time. “It’s a big deal,” said Anderson. “Royal
weddings don’t happen that often.” Anderson has been
watching network news coverage of details of the wedding
ceremony as well as reading headlines on Yahoo that
tempt with insider information about the event.
Anderson agrees with Young that the media’s coverage
is justified in this case. “They’re the royal family – their
lives are already put out in public,” Anderson said. “It’s
not really gossip.”
Araya Assfaw, a sophomore originally from Ethiopia,
had different opinions about the American media’s
obsession with the wedding. “It’s just crazy,” he

One queen in, one queen out

said. “Why are they concerned about other countries’
weddings?”
Assfaw admitted that he had read a little information
about the wedding, mainly from BBC.com. He even
admitted that he had found stories about why the Prince
of Bahrain would not be attending the ceremony and the
revealing of the seating chart to be interesting. However,
Assfaw does not think he is obsessed with the wedding
news. “I just stay updated on current issues,” said Assfaw.
Assfaw said he would not be watching the wedding
that took place Friday morning – 4 a.m. Central Time.
“I’m not interested in watching. I prefer watching other
important things.”
Then there are other students, such as sophomore
Rebecca Reints, who were more ambivalent about the
wedding. Reints said this past Tuesday that “if I’m
studying that early, I’ll probably just stay up and watch
the wedding,” but did not plan on setting any alarms.
The American media’s coverage of the wedding
confused Reints. “It’s weird – it’s not even a part of
America,” she said. “The only things outside the country
we usually talk about are soccer and war.”
So, for those not so interested in soccer or war news,
wedding news may be a perfect outlet to European news.
It’s easy to find stories about the fashion involved in
Kate’s wedding dresses (yes, I meant dresses), or the
kind of cake they couple will be cutting (a fruitcake is
traditional), or even about who is or isn’t coming to the
ceremony (for example, one guard was uninvited after it
was found that he had posted negative comments about
Kate on Facebook).
Maybe it’s too easy to find stories about the wedding.
But for those of you who decided to sleep through the
ceremony – don’t fear! The media will give you all the
news about the wedding that you can take.

As Middleton joins royal family,West queen Currier leaves NW
BY HOLLY STEWART
STAFF WRITER

West Hall has had many changes throughout the years.
Built in 1981, West has been a women’s dorm and a
men’s dorm. It has also had an exterior wing (Westenga).
This year, West will say goodbye to their RD of four years,
Seth Currier.
Seth was hired four years ago after graduating from
Spring Arbor University in Michigan with degrees in
philosophy and religion. Because of his love for residence
life, he applied for positions all over the country, but felt
God’s calling to accept the position of RD at Northwestern.
Two years into his position, Seth married his girlfriend
of four years, Erin. Erin, who had graduated a year after
Seth, worked for a year before moving to Orange City.
Though the distance was hard, both Seth and Erin agree
that it was best for their relationship. Seth was able to
settle into his position as RD, and Erin was able to adjust
to life after college.
Seth and Erin married in the summer of 2009, and
together they have enjoyed living in community. In fact,
the Curriers have become “community minded” since
living here and have decided that they want to continue
living in community, no matter where they go.
“Being an RD has challenged me to see what community
could be and what it should be,” Seth said. “Spiritually,
it has been incredible to invest in others and be invested
in. It’s the best job in the world.”
Erin echoed her husband’s statement. “There is so much
accountability for our marriage. We are always being asked

questions and watched. The accountability is good for
both our marriage and our spiritual lives.”
Erin has enjoyed living and working in the Northwestern
community. Last year, she took on the position of
AmeriCorps Vista Coordinator, bridging the gap between
community organizations and the school and students
as volunteers. “It is really fulfilling when community
organizations call me and say, ‘We need three people to do
childcare this weekend, can you help us?’ And for the most
part, we can always find students willing to volunteer,”
Erin said. She has always been geared toward using her
skills and abilities with and for nonprofits. “I love the
relationship aspect of it.”
Though sad to leave, the Curriers are excited to begin
a new chapter of their lives. In May, Seth will finish his
master’s degree in spiritual formation and leadership.
They will then move to China in August to teach English.
Knowing that they wanted to go abroad, Seth and Erin
began a search for the right opportunity. Through many
twists and turns, they were led to this opportunity—one
that they are excited about and at peace with. “We are going
to this specific place, partly because of the community,”
Seth said.
After fulfilling their one-year requirement, the Curriers
will re-evaluate the direction in which they are headed.
“There are countless opportunities,” Erin said.
Three-year West resident Jacob Vander Ploeg echoed
Seth’s sentiments about his departure. “I am excited for
them. It is sad, but I am excited to see what will happen in
West.” Jacob has enjoyed having Seth as an RD and friend

PHOTO BY ANDREA OSCHNER

West RD Seth Currier and wife Erin will soon leave Northwestern to teach
English in China.

and has appreciated Erin’s openness to call West “home.”
“Not many women live in men’s dorms,” Erin said with
a laugh. “But I have so many great memories.” Both Seth
and Erin have enjoyed the late-night conversations, the
activities, the friendships and the cooking experiences
they have had with the guys of West.
“We are going to miss everything about this place,”
said Seth. “The guys in the dorm are amazing. But I’m
excited for our future and for the future of West Hall.”
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Mueller is ‘all smiles’ after
advancing in model contest
BY ANNA HENKE
STAFF WRITER

Northwestern junior Natalia Mueller recently entered
maurices’ Main Street Model Search, a nationwide search for
“12 real girls in all sizes to model maurices clothing.” Natalia
is one of over 500 applicants to enter the contest.
There is a “huge variety” of contestants in the Main
Street Model Search. With a minimum age of 18, women of
all ages across the U.S. have entered the contest, including
college students, young married women and mothers in their

PHOTO BY BRITTANY LEIKVOLL

Junior Natalia Mueller is one of 50 semifinalists in the maurices’ Main
Street Model contest.

40s. Women from sizes 1-24 have submitted themselves for
consideration to be the next maurices model.
Mueller loves shopping online and saw the Main Street
Model Search advertised on the maurices website. “I got
really excited about it,” she said. For Mueller, the fact that
applicants couldn’t have any modeling experience or published
photographs “made it more real.” In order to achieve a “more
professional look, Mueller asked fellow NW students Brittany
Leikvoll and Betsy De Glopper to take photos and film her
entrance video.
For her submission profile, Mueller submitted a written
biography with a unique angle. Mueller was adopted from
Romania at the age of two, so she proposed herself as the
“next Romanian maurices Main Street Model.” She highlights
her passion for giving back to the community and personal
goal of having a business “sort of like TOMS shoes,” where
a percentage of the proceeds go to charity. Mueller currently
has a small business of homemade headbands and is looking
into producing T-shirts, but “only has one pair of hands.”
She hopes to pursue and expand this goal later in life. Part
of the prize of the Main Street Model Search is $7,500 to give
a nonprofit organization a “charitable makeover.” If selected,
Mueller would like to give this money to an adoption agency
or an organization that works in Romania.
The Main Street Model campaign is not just about real
models; it is also about small-town America. In a press release
announcing the contest, maurices Vice President of marketing
Brad Hartmann said, “Fashion, small towns and community
involvement are the heart and soul of maurices.” The photo
shoots for the 12 winning girls will take place in the models’
hometowns for maurices’ fall, holiday and spring campaigns.
Mueller, who listed Orange City as her hometown, explains,
“They want to broadcast small towns that are unique.”
The top 50 contestants were determined by online voting
and announced on maurice’s website on April 28. Friends
of Mueller’s had texted and called her early that morning
to congratulate her. “I really am happy I found out that
way and didn’t have to wait to look on the website to see
if I made it,” Mueller said. Upon receiving word that she’d
continue on in the contest, Mueller said she was shocked
and honored. “I feel so blessed to have so many people
support me through this.”
A judging panel, led by fashion designer Christopher
Straub from Project Runway, will determine the top 20 from
these 50 contestants. “The judges already picked their top
20 models and the sponsors are supposed to contact the
models on [April 28] or sometime soon after,” Mueller said.
The top 20 will then go to Minneapolis for a final casting
call in front of the judging panel. The 12 winning models
will be announced on May 9.
Because being a Main Street Model is not just about
outside appearance, judges will select models based on
“their representation of the maurices’ image.” Therefore,
Mueller explained that “any of the top 20 could be
alternates.” There are extensive rules that contestants must
adhere to, and physical and psychological tests that top
contestants have to pass. Essentially, maurices wants their
Main Street models to be positive role models. Judges will
consider the models’ image as important as appearance.
Mueller said that this experience has “taught me that if I
want something I really have to go for it.” Before knowing
she advanced to the top 50 contestants, Mueller was just
glad to have had the courage to put herself out there and
done something unique. “I’m really happy for all the other
contestants; they all sound amazing and have so many
things to offer,” Mueller said. “I know that the judges will
have a hard time picking, but I know that whoever wins
will bring so much to the table.”

PHOTO BY HANNAH WHITE

After six years on Northwestern’s Resident Life staff, Fern RD Lisa Barber will
leave her position in May to pursue a degree in higher education.

Fern says goodbye to ‘mom’
Cont. from page 7

bit. I’ve grown to celebrate small town life and simplicity,”
she said. Her time as an RD also helped her grow to handle
difficult situations. “In my six years, I’ve encountered a lot of
kind of scary situations with students, and I’ve grown in my
ability to learn how to be the calm person in the situation.”
Besides much personal growth and having the privilege
of encouraging many students toward change, Barber has
seen the Residence Life staff at NW change too, specifically
seeing the RD in each building change at least once. Resident
Life is a “constantly changing part of campus” and Barber
acknowledges that what the RDs care about as a group and
what they want to instill in their RAs can change the texture
of campus life significantly.
Now, as she moves on to graduate studies back at her
alma mater Taylor University, Barber will continue her
involvement in a college campus as she gets her Master of
Arts in Higher Education. She said that studying “how colleges
and universities work will help me be able to explore all types
of jobs available” in settings that she otherwise would not
have qualified for without her master’s degree. Her two-year
program will include a campus job in women’s programming,
an area Barber could see herself pursuing since “women in
leadership is something I’m really passionate about,” she said.
This move was no easy decision, though. Barber said
this past year she “was trying to be open to God’s leading”
including taking steps into the unknown. “I prayed a lot about
leaving and I didn’t feel a lot of peace.” But, after finishing
her application to Taylor, Barber said she began to feel “more
connected to the opportunities” she would have. This helped
“build a foundation of peace” and the day after she received
notice of her acceptance, she notified the RDs that she wouldn’t
be returning next year.
“It was hard to say I was leaving. It included a lot of tears
and prayers, but I felt confident too,” she said. As the campus
and Barber gear up for change, she knows there is something
beautiful in finding “what it means to grieve a change but also
to get excited about something new.”
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Baseball riding hot streak
BY MICHAEL SIMMELINK
SPORTS EDITOR

On Monday NW earned
an 8-0 win over Dordt in
a five-inning game. Rain
caused the contest to be
shortened.
Senior pitcher Drew
Nonnemacher threw a gem,
shutting out the Defenders
as he went all five innings.
He gave up only three hits
while striking out three and
walking one. The Raider
bats were alive and gave
plenty of run support behind
Nonnemacher. Sophomore

Corey Van Gorp went 2-2 and
scored twice while hitting
a home run. Junior Steve
Englund also belted a homer
as he went 2-3 and drove in
three runs. Freshman Davis
Bloemendaal also contributed
with a 2-3 performance at
the dish.
On Saturday the Raiders
came home with two wins
over Dakota Wesleyan by the
scores of 3-2 and 5-2.
In the front end of the
doubleheader, sophomore
Taylor Morris picked up his
fourth win of the season,

giving up two earned runs
while striking out four in five
innings of work. Junior Eddie
Pantzlaff relieved him. At the
plate, Morris helped his own
cause by leading NW with
two hits in three appearances.
Juniors Mike Shields brought
home two runs and and
Englund knocked in an RBI
to lead the scoring charge by
the Raiders.
In the second game,
freshman Ryan Brasser was
on the mound. He picked up
the win after going six innings
and surrendering only two

runs. He didn’t give out any
free passes and struck out
three. Pantzlaff was called on
again and picked up the save
to end the game. Junior Matt
Negaard completed his job
in the leadoff spot, going 2-3
and drawing a walk. The top
of the order complimented
each other well, with the first
five spots in the lineup each
scoring a run. In all, eight
Raiders picked up a nine hits
in the contest.
The Raiders will be in
action next Saturday as they
host Dordt for senior day.
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Juniors Mike Shields finishes a play by taking it to the bag himself as Eddie
Pantzlaff completes his run along the first base line. The Raiders will take
on rival Dordt next Saturday to finish the regular season.

Top 20 picks full of questions, similar to 2011 season
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Carolina
Denver
Buffalo
Cincinnati
Arizona
Atlanta (from Cleveland)
San Francisco
Tennessee
Dallas
Jacksonville (from Washington)

Cam Newton
Von Miller
Marcell Dareus
A.J. Green
Patrick Peterson
Julio Jones
Aldon Smith
Jake Locker
Tyron Smith
Blaine Gabbert

QB
LB
DT
WR
CB
WR
DE
QB
OT
QB

Auburn
Texas A&M
Alabama
Georgia
Louisiana State
Alabama
Missouri
Washington
Southern Cal
Missouri

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

Houston
Minnesota
Detriot
St. Louis
Miami
Washington (from Jacksonville)
New England (from Oakland)
San Diego
NY Giants
Tampa Bay

DE
QB
DT
DE
C
DE
OT
DT
CB
DE

Wisconsin
Florida State
Auburn
North Carolina
Florida
Purdue
Colorado
Illinois
Nebraska
Iowa

Softball splits match-ups

Women shoot best
round of season

BY NATASHA FERNANDO

BY NATASHA FERNANDO

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

The Lady Raider softball team split their
doubleheader Wednesday night against Briar
Cliff. The decisions put Northwestern at 1319 (9-9) overall on the year.
Game one was a pitcher’s duel as the
Raiders fell 2-1, having two potentially-tying
runners thrown out at the plate throughout
the contest.
Freshman Katie Vande Voort took the
loss after giving up two earned and seven
hits while striking out five in six innings of
work. Sophomore Heidi Esdohr went 1-3
and knocked in the only run for NW, which
was scored by Vande Voort. Freshman Alex
Price also went 2-3 at the dish.
In the back end of the double-header,
the Raiders won 6-2, having a five-run fifth
inning. Juniors Shelby Johnson and Kami
Kuhlmann went 2-4 and knocked in two RBI
to lead NW in hitting. Senior Rachel Harris
also picked up two hits. Junior Glory Benson
also drove in a run.
Vande Voort earned her fourth win of the
season and led NW to a 6-5, eight-inning
win in game one of the GPAC doubleheader
played against Dordt last week. NW lost
game two 4-0.
Vande Voort pitched the full eight innings
and allowed eight hits and five runs, while
striking out six. Vande Voort also assisted
offensively by going 4-for-4 with three RBIs

Senior Maggie Rozenboom marked her
fifth win of the season and led the Lady Raiders
to a victory at the Dordt Invite on Monday in
Sioux Center. The meet was played the The
Ridge Golf Course.
The Raiders shot a season-best of 335,
which is the second lowest round in the
history of the program. The Raiders won the
team title by seven strokes over second place
Midland Lutheran (342). Morningside finished
third with a 347, followed by Briar Cliff. The
Northwestern junior varsity shot a 402 and
finished the invite in seventh.
Rozenboom carded a seven-over 78,
winning her fifth title this season. Freshman
Taylor Kline placed third with an 83 behind
Morningside’s Lindsay Determan. Junior
Andria Hinz and senior Sara Horn tied for
ninth place after shooting an 87, putting all
four varsity Raiders in the top 10.
Sophomore Leigh Van Hove led the junior
varsity with a score of 91 and 15th place finish,
followed by sophomore Kayla Johnson with
a 95.
Over Easter break, the Raiders traveled to
Yankton, SD to the Fox Run Golf Course for
the Mount Marty Invite where they finished
third out of eight teams. The Raiders shot a
351, seven strokes behind the leaders, Dakota
Wesleyan and two stokes behind second place

J.J. Watt
Christian Ponder
Nick Fairley
Robert Quinn
Mike Pouncey
Ryan Kerrigan
Nate Solder
Corey Liuget
Prince Amukamara
Adrian Clayborn
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Freshman Taylor Kline lines up a chip onto the green
while playing in the Mount Marty Invite. She carded an
83 to earn a third place finish.

finishers USF.
Rozenboom tied for fourth with an 82, after
shooting a 41 on both the front and back. Kline
carded an 84 and placed sixth. Hinz placed
17th after her 92. Horn and Van Hove were
the other top NW golfers, bringing a 93 and
a 94 into the clubhouse.
The NW golfers will conclude their regular
season in Yankton in the final round of the
GPAC Qualifier on Saturday, April 30.

and a run scored. Kuhlmann and Price added
three hits each, while Price scored three runs.
In game one, the Raiders held the lead
going into the seventh inning, but Dordt
fought back with four runs off five hits,
sending the game into extra innings. The
Defenders pulled ahead in the eighth inning
off a solo home run, but the Raiders came
back with two runs in the bottom of the
eighth for the win.
Price led off NW in the eighth with a single
and advanced to second on a sacrifice bunt
by freshman Lindsey Remien. Vande Voort
then hit a single and advanced to second on
the throw, scoring Price and tying the game.
Senior Rachel Harris and Esdohr walked,
followed by the game winning walk-off single
by Kuhlmann.
In game two, the Raiders managed only
four singles from the batter’s box. Harris,
Esdohr, Kuhlmann and Price each had one
hit. Freshman Keely Bracelin lost for the
second time in her past eight starts, giving
up 10 hits and four runs in seven innings.
She struck out six and walked one.
Bracelin was named pitcher of the week
announced by the GPAC office earlier this
week. She went 2-1 with an 1.83 earned run
average in three starts. She is 7-6 on the
season with a 2.43 ERA.
Northwestern hosts Hastings on Friday
night and Midland Lutheran on Saturday,
in what will be senior day for the Raiders.
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Young guns lead Raiders at Doane
BY NATASHA FERNANDO
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Freshmen Brianna Hobbs and Dawn Gildersleeve, along
with sophomore Matt Huseman, won their respective events
and led the Northwestern track and field team at the Doane
Invite last weekend.
Hobbs won the 800-meter with a time of 2:20.19. She was
also a part of the 4x400 and 4x800 relay teams, which both
finished first. She joined senior Stacey Dietrich, sophomore
Kim De Jong and junior Theresa Scholten to win the 4x400
with a time of 4:05.19. Scholten and Hobbs later participated
with Gildersleeve and senior Charity Miles to win the 4x800
in a school-record time of 9:18.05. The team met the NAIA
automatic standard and currently holds the No. 1 seed in
the NAIA.
Gildersleeve also won the 1500-meter and qualified for the
national meet with a time of 4:39.96. She is currently seeded
second in the GPAC and 15th in the NAIA. Miles and Scholten
finished third and fourth, respectively, in the event.
Senior Sara Hess and Miles finished first and second,
respectively, in a very tight 5000-meter race with times of
18:27.5 and 18:27.7. Junior Liz Stevens finished second in the
heptathlon with 4,142 points, setting a school record in the
process. She is currently the No. 15 seed in the NAIA. Junior

Seniors bid farewell
BY MICHAEL SIMMELINK
SPORTS EDITOR

The relationship
between a pitcher and his
catcher in baseball is an
interesting beast. Most of
the communication is done
by the signaling of fingers,
and any real talking to each
other is done with a glove
over their mouths.
However, the awkward
“working relationship” of
seniors Clint Gingerich and
Drew Nonnemacher hasn’t
affected their friendship off
the diamond.
Clint and Drew will be
completing their fourth
season of Raider baseball this
spring. The men had a chance
to reflect on their progression
through the program and
where they are at this year.
Clint is the starting catcher,
hitting .301, and Drew is 1-2
in seven appearances on the
mound.
Both guys remember
becoming fast friends as
they moved in together their
freshman year, meeting in the
Coly parking lot for the first
time. “From then on, we were
really good friends because
we lived really close together
in Coly, and we spent a lot of
time together with baseball.”
Clint said.
They were among nine
other freshman baseball
players who participated
that year, one of whom
was current junior Mike
Zoellner, who took a year off

from baseball and still has
another year of eligibility.
Nonnemacher and Gingerich
both made the traveling
team and had the chance to
trek with the team to North
Dakota for regional play.
As usual, some of the best
memories weren’t on the field.
“It was fun riding home on the
charter bus from the middle
of nowhere [Mayville, North
Dakota] at the conclusion of
our freshman season,” said
Drew.
While the two have only
been battery mates a few
times over their careers, they
both made their conference
debuts at Concordia together.
Clint caught Drew as he
came out of the bullpen for
an inning in relief.
The two men have matured
into leaders on the baseball
squad, exemplifying the
tenacity it took them to win
the conference tournament
on two walk-off hits last
season.
“Winning the conference
tournament with two walkoff wins against Dakota
Wesleyan was priceless,”
Drew said, and Clint added,
“My favorite experience in
Raider baseball were those
wins last year.”
Through it all, both guys
have shown intangible
characteristics that define
them as players. Drew said of
Clint, “He works his tail off
every day, and he is aggressive
and a leader behind the

Dani Fry placed fourth in discus, while junior Jackie Brooks
and sophomore Jana Olson placed third and fourth respectively
in the pole vault.
On the men’s side, Huseman won the high jump with a
personal best of 6-11, qualifying again for the national meet.
Junior Mark Mineart cleared 6-05 to finish in fourth place,
missing his personal best by a half inch. Both jumpers were
very pleased with their performances after taking limited full
jumps in the previous week’s practice.
Freshman Zach Wittenberg finished with a time of 4:09.3
in the 1500-meter, earning a second place finish. Freshman
Jeriah Dunk placed third in the 200-meter with a time of 22.01
seconds. Sophomore Brandon Hammack placed fourth in the
100-meter while Dunk finished fifth.
Dietrich also had second and third place finishes in the
400-meter and 100-meter hurdles. Freshmen Kyle Heidebrink
and Taylor Bodin also finished in fifth place in the 110-meter
hurdles and 400-meter hurdles, respectively. At the long
jump pit, sophomore Mark Johnson had a third-place finish
and sophomore Corinne Muyskens took fourth place in the
steeplechase.
The Raiders will travel to Sioux Falls this Friday for the USF
Invite, the last meet before the GPAC Outdoor Championships,
which will be held on Saturday, May 7, in Orange City.
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Sophomore Corinne Muyskens prepares for her landing in the water while
running the steeplechase at the Doane Invite. She finished fourth overall.

Kevin Durant’s coming
out playoff series
BY TOM WESTERHOLM
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
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Drew Nonnemacher and Clint Gingerich confer on the mound during an
early season contest in Arizona over spring break.

plate.” High words were also
exchanged as Clint brought
up Drew’s attitude on the
mound, saying, “Drew will
always do what is best for the
team. He loves to compete on
the mound, and I admire his
confidence.”
Both guys will take those
traits with them as they leave,
but the bonds they built with
each other and the other
players are the strongest
aspect of Raider baseball.
Drew concluded his thoughts
on his time spent with the
program by saying,
“Sometimes the trips
can be long and sometimes

the hotels we stay in or the
pizza that we eat sucks, but
as I look back on my four
years here, it is completely
worth it, because I’m with a
group of guys that I love to
be around.”
The Raiders only have
a few more games before
postseason play begins, and
it still is to be seen if the
Raiders can pull off another
run like last year and earn a
national tournament berth.
D r e w, C l i n t a n d
junior Jesus Santoyo will
play in their final home
game against Dordt next
Saturday, April 30.

On some nights, players are described as having scored a
"quiet" 20 points. This usually means they hit some shots and
contributed sufficiently to the game, but that didn't change
the course of the contest; they weren’t gamebreakers.
This is the complete antithesis of what occurred in
Oklahoma City.
Kevin Durant’s 41 points in Game 5 were jet-enginescreaming, 11-year-old-girls-at-a-Justin-Bieber-concert
loud. With his team down nine, and the fourth quarter winding
past the halfway point, Durant saw the situation was calling
for a hero, and he took over.
One thing he made abundantly clear: Durant was NOT
about to let this series stretch to a Game 6.
What was so special about the performance wasn’t the 41
points, or even the fourth quarter explosion itself. It was seeing
Durant demonstrating himself as a wise, mature-beyondhis-years player before our very eyes. He was aware of the
stakes: if Denver won tonight, the Nuggets would have an
opportunity to play at home in Game 6, and they would be
dangerous molotov of confidence and desperation.
Oklahoma City’s confidence was visibly wavering. They
had collapsed in the final seconds of Game 3. All the statistics
and questions about teams who had never won a playoff series
were swirling around their heads, and it was starting to get
to the young team.
So Durant made like Woody Harrelson, and had to nut
up or shut up.
He chose to nut up, demonstrating a sense of all the overused cliches that are so deservedly bestowed upon Kobe
Bryant. One has to wonder how much good leading the USA
national team to a World Basketball Championship over the
summer did for Durant’s maturation, because, as he took an
entire franchise upon his slender 22-year-old shoulders, it felt
as natural as breathing.
Durant started elevating for jumpshot after unguardable
jumpshot, pumping his fist after every basket, and gifting
energy and confidence into the young Thunder, who followed
his lead on offense, and chipped in an incredible six-minute
effort on defense, propelling themselves into the second round
for the first time since the move to Oklahoma City.
Welcome to the postseason, we’ve been expecting you.
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West Battle 2011:

The legacy continues

The birth
of a tradition
The annual
We s t
Hall
CardboardD u c t Ta p e
Battle began in
April of 2008
after West RD
Seth Currier and
dorm residents
wanted to
instigate a
Medieval Week
u n d e r We s t
Hall’s name.
C u r r i e r
suggested a
battle-like event
modeled after
his own college
experience—a
cardboard and
duct tape fight.
The guys ran
with the idea
and have kept
the tradition
alive ever since,
founding a
favorite event
of participants
and campus
viewers alike.
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“Laflo and I spent most of the battle
fighting each other. After that I didn't
think I'd stay alive much longer, but once
I saw there were only a few guys alive
I went for them with all I had left
and came out the victor,”
said Jacob Vander Ploeg
(left), winner of the
individual event.
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