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The academic exercise of graduation
should not be taken lightly. It is entirely
true (I'm sorry to say) that some colleges and universities hold Commencement Exercises because it seems the
only appropriate way to discharge the
graduate into the world. When a
diploma is awarded you, the rights,
privileges and responsibilities of that
diploma go along with you. (My need
to remind you of that hopefully does
not exit) But the mom en I you leave
the formal exercise of a Commencement
Ceremony, you enter a situation where
you will need to exercise on your
own (on your own, that is, with the help
of God Almighty) those rights, privileges and responsibilities.
Discipline yourself to remember that
Courage will be needed. The courage
to make a commitment in everything
you believe and everything you do.
That could mean courage to be bold ...
or courage to be content. Optimism
may be hard to maintain. The world
can be cruel, rough and vulgar. Remain
optimistic that Good will prevail over
evil. Remember to Nestle yourself
in the Love, Peace and Comfort that
only God can provide. Every time you
experience Gladness, let it serve as
a reminder of what a great joy it is to
be alive because God has given you
Life. Be Righteous, always doing what
is right ... not what is easiest. Abide
and walk along with God, not just in
the same direction. Tact, that delicate
perception of the right thing to say or
do without offending while still being
totally honest, will be a necessity, Open
yourself to Understand
your fellow
man and perceive clearly and fully the
nature of God the F ather. Be a Light,
-2-

shining always because Christ is in
your heart. Hold yourself Accountable
for all that God expects from you.
Remember the Ten Commandments.
Use them as the ten rules for living.
Forget not that you were created in the
Image and likeness of God. Be concerned for Others first Deal with them
as you want them to deal with you.
Allow yourself to be a Novelty, that
quality of something new and fresh;
the quality that Christ gives to allow
each day to be an innovation in life.
And remain Sincere ... without deceit, pretense or hypocrisy. Strive constantly to be true, faithful and straightforward.
Your walk with man will not demand
these things. it will simply provide the
opportunity to do them. Your walk with
God demands them.
If you think I have not offered my
congratulations
in addition to the
countless others you have received,
very well ... continue thinking that.
True, my last sentence was the first
time I mention the word. But upon
close examination of all my thoughts
cast from pen to paper, you will notice
particular words ... the first letter
of which are used to spell that over
used expression (congratulations)
of
man's wishes to the graduate. Those
thoughts are my most heartfelt prayers
and desires for you.
May you forever be happy ... resting
in the certainty of God's grace.
David Vander Laan
Dave Vander Laan '78 is employed parttime by Northwestern in the audio visual
department and at KVDB radio in Sioux
Center. His thoughts here werefor some friends
who graduated this spring.

C[L[8RATIO~

by Bonnie Jorgenson

I. THE INDIANS
Dr. Paul Vander Kooi, who worked as a medical doctor
among the Indians of the southwest, and Dr. Arlo J. Neuman,
owner of one of the largest collections of Indian artifacts in
Iowa, spoke about the Indians of northwest Iowa, the first
inhabitants.
Vander Kooi described the Indians' marked reverence for
nature - a feeling much deeper than that of white men. He
also discussed animism - the belief in spirit and all natural

March 30 through April 2 an "Ethnic Celebration" was held in the
Rowenhorst
Student Center. This was an opportunity for the various ethnic
groups that have settled
their differences.

in northwest

Iowa

/0

share their similarities

and

The Ethnic Celebration was a joint project of Northwestern College and
the Sioux County Historical Society supported by the iowa Humanities
Board; a state program a/the National Endowment/or
the Humanities.
Tom Noteboom, lecturer in his/Dry, was project director. Ben Wiese, associate professor a/sociology,

was assistant director.

things. Indians, he said, associated certain illnesses or injuries
with certain animals: swelling was associated with a toad and

People/rom
Orange City discovered that more ttian just the Dutch inhabit
northwest Iowa. Representatives
a/the Luxembourgers
of Remsen, the Norwegians a/Lyon
County, the Swedish, German and Norwegian a/the
Paullina area, the English 0/ LeMars and the Dutch of Sioux Count)' spoke
about their respective heritages. Dancing and singing were viral parts 0/
the event. A variety of exhibits in the student center added to the flavor of
the activities.

pneumonia with rabbits. They viewed the owl as evil and the
coyote as good. They would have long elaborate ceremonies
for healing to take the evil spirit out of the ill person.
Neuman gave a history of the various tribes talking about
the way the Indians sold their land for small amounts and were
often moved. He discussed various sites in northwest Iowa

where Indians once were found - a dancing place north of Alton,
a summer Indian camp near Milford, and a Wet Rock area
near Sutherland where an Indian village inhabited around
1100-1400 was discovered.
According to Neuman, the Indian relationships with the early
settlers presented few problems. Many early settlers saw
Indians who had been given government permission to hunt
in northwest Iowa. The Spirit Lake Massacre, started by a
renegade band, Neuman said, unfortunately resulted in the
punishment of a whole tribe of Indians who had nothing to
do with the raid. This led to starvation and other desperate
situations among the Indians causing an uprising among the
Santese. Neuman said this would never have occurred had they
been given food
continued page 4

The discovery was made that immigrants to northwest Iowa had much
in common: strong religious convictions, endurance and diligence in meeting the hardships a/the early pioneer days, enjoyment for dance and song
and love for their homelands,
This love for their homeland created whar
differences existed, with such embracing customs and foods of their respective
groups and flat always being open to those 0/ other ethnic groups.
Although tension between ethnic groups did exist in the early days, the
consensus was that the great melting pot had occurred in northwest/owa
with the ethnic groups now working together as United States citizens. And,
with Italians among the Norwegian dancers. Germans among the Dutch
representatives
and Irish among the Luxembourgers,
that was clearly
evident.
Following are some highlights
quote and quip form

of the "Ethnic Celebration"

in story,
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The St. Mary's Octoberfest Band from Remsen, Iowa

II. LUXEMBOURGERS
Citizens of Remsen greeted first night attenders with polka
music and dance as they shared their Luxembourg heritage.
Great pride in the community and its accomplishments was
expressed by all the speakers.
One pastor in particular, Rev. Paul Wuebben, was credited
for bringing the Protestant and Catholic factions of the community together. It was said that he and the Catholic priest
in Remsen at that time, struck up an agreement not to give
each other hell from their respective pulpits. This agreement
is still in effect,
The Oktoberfest Band and dancers performed for the crowd
closing the evening with the" Remsen Polka."

III. Some Yankee Dutch poetry was also
shared during the "Ethnic Celebration."
HOMBOK MET DE P1EKS

Remsen Polka
We're gathered here to celebrate you're all on friendly ground
cause everybody's Luxembourg when OKTOBERFEST rolls
around. It does not matter who is king or queen that day, cause
everybody's Luxembourg and all are out to play,
We'll welcome guests from far and near, we'll kneel with you to
pray, come be a LUXEMBOURGER with usjust for a day.
Come on and dance and sing. We'll make the ballroom ring with
all the laughter and good cheer, The polka's just for you, the
German Waltzes too, the brassy hands will draw you near, And
when the tuba blows the um-pah-pah tapa right along, chat with
your Friends but join in the song ... It's OKTOBERFEST when
Remsen's right at its best, the way of life that we love,

-4-

Mine neighbor Fred he carne to me
Hij wou een piekje koopen
I told hem 1 had some to sell
lk ha er nog wat loopen,

So Fred, he took de red one back
En nam de black one mel'
But later when he gOI his check
T didn't get mine pay.

Fred said "Ik wil hem butcheren
Cause we ain't got no lard
I told hem to pick anyone
Oat's running in de yard.

I asked him later op een sale
Of hij me kon betalen.
He said. "We settled dat toen ik
Die zwarte piek kwam halen."

Fred said to me, "0.'11 red one daar
I tink is purty good:'
"O.K.:' I said. "JuSI let me know
wannecr je hem habben meet."

I said. "Why man. you never did
I know, we made een trade
Maar settle op we didn't do
You know. you never paid:'

He said. "I lake hem right away
Maar I ain't got much cash
1 have to buy een battery
En maybe ook nog gas

He said. "Ja sure, you got no cash
Ik bracht de red one weer
En dan we made een even trade
I figure we are square."

"Ik

krijg now soon een chicken cheek
Within een week or so
Besides you know, lk ben geen crook
I'll pay you war lowe."

I said. "No, not by long shots. boy
Oat red one was not paid.
You got dat one de day before
En next day made een trade:'

I said. "Why sure. dat is alright
En when you go through town
Just weigh hem in de lumberyard
Dan dey can put het down."

"My. my." said Fred. veer goodness sake
I must say you are smart
Je will collecten vcor een piek
Oat runt here in de yard.

So Fred, he took de peik along
For which he hadn't paid
Maar next day he came back to me
En said. "1 want to trade."

"Oat's right. .. I said. "1 see I'm wrong
Je bracht die piek wcerom
So just forget her war I said
Want ik ben just plain dumb."

1 said. "Why sure. dat is O.K.
Wat seems to be de matter?"
"011." Fred said. "notung, maar ik dacht
De black one is WILtfaller,"

I thought about bet later on
En malty limes that week
I'm puny sure da! Fred is right
Maar ik ben short een pick."

IV. From THE TALE OF
TWO TOWNS
by Sietze Buning

Dr. Stanley Wiersma, professor of English at Calvin College in
Grand Rapids. Mich., and visiting professor of English at Dordt College,
Sioux Center, [011'0, this past academic year gave a presentation entitled
"The Tale afTwo Towns." Following is a selectionfrom that.
IX.

The summer I turned fifteen
I joined the sell-out crowd at the Orange City Town Hall,
July 10, 1945,
and I even went to the dress rehearsal the night before,
to see Het Spul Draait,
a play on the life of Galilio,
every word of it in Frisian.
The Reverend B. D. Dysktra
produced it,
directed it,
and starred in it

wrote it,

It was less about Galileo, the seventeenth-century
than about Broer Doekeles Dykstra,
the twentieth-century
American-Frisian.

Italian,

The plot was about Galileo's silencing by the church.
The Grand Inquisitor.
played by Pete De Vries the Supervisor,
showed Galileo the instruments of torture,
and thundered at him.
BD cringed
The Inquisitor offered to ignore the instruments of torture
if Galileo and his daughter,
played by Agnes Te Paske, BD's sister,
would willingly submit to house arrest
and give up their experiments in astronomy.
Everyone knew those experiments contradicted the Scriptures:
Galilee's experiments established that the world is round;
the Scriptures assert that the earth has four corners.
BD, like Galileo, had been silenced by the church.
He had been an outspoken pacifist during the First World War.
He had founded a Christian Academy in Harrison, South
Dakota,
where all students would be expected to study
Greek, Latin,
Dutch, German, French, English,
and, of course, Frisian.
English would be used only to study the other languages
and subjects like math and geography
would be studied in foreign languages.
He did not bother to check with the State of South Dakota,
of course,
whether he could be accredited.
It ought to be evident to anybody that he was qualified to run
the school.
It was a boarding school
for which Mrs. Dykstra did all the cooking
and the washing - by hand,
for there was no washing machine
though there was a printing press.

How else could he get out his pamphlets against war?
Against war and against the education around him,
he seemed anti-American,
and so he was relieved of his congregation in South Dakota,
but he was allowed a version of house arrest
he was never again allowed to pastor a congregation,
but he was allowed to serve as stated clerk of the classis,
to occupy pulpits a Sunday at a time, and
to edit De Volksvriendthe Dutch language weekly.
There, under the pen name of Agricola,
he editorialized against war and for the simple life.
If Hoover, or Roosevelt, or Churchill, or Hitler
each tended his own acre of ground the way it ought to
be tended-the way BD tended his own acre, overrun with greenerythey would all be too busy to declare war on each other.
If they all avoided motor carsBD only ever rode a train or a bicylenobody would be available to drive a jeep or tank.
This radical pacifist played Galileo in his play,
the pacifist's sister Agnes pllPyed his daughter,
and so we had Americans playing Italians in the Frisian
language.
Even under house arrest, the historical Galileo would have
drunk wine.
No inquisitor would have withheld it from the most notorious
heretic.
Even if it had been a Frisian play about Galileo, in Friesland,
Galileo would have drunk wine.
Not from t]teir Reformed heritage, but from American
Protestantism,
the Dykstras had learned to avoid wine.
Agnes was the founder of Sioux Center's WCTU.
Every June she gave a party for the town's new babies
and for their mothers.
Each baby had a ribbon tied around its finger,
pink or blue,
as a sign that the child would not touch drink.
Agnes and BD were united in their love of the Frisian
language
and in their American abhorrance of alcohol,
though BD would gladly have made some accomodation
for the sake of the play.
"It needn't be a drink, Agnes, just the illusion of a drink,"
just enough to give Galileo the look of an Italian."
Agnes would have none of it
Agnes admired Galileo,
and admired her brother,
but shared none of her brothers's anger with the establishment
Her husband was the mayor of Sioux Center.
It never even occured to her
that BD's story was Galilee's.
Sioux Center's first lady was teaching Sioux County
what wholesome entertainment is.
On the face of it both Dykstras were in the wrong town.
Agnes, the aristocratic moralist,
should have lived in Orange City,
-5-

continued page 6

Orange

City's Dutch Folk Dancers

where you dressed up properly to go to town
and greeted only the people you knew,
where the salebarn was kept tidy
and where tattiing was expected to keep sinners in line.
BD, the pacifist and egalitarian,
the anti-materialist,
the Agricola of the Volksvriend
(as close to a Marxist rag as Sioux County
BO, our nonconforming Galileo,
belonged in Sioux Center.
r a long time I thought
-,oth towns got the wrong Dykstra.

and never have been inside Doc's Cafe?
Of course, when you knew your son had been to Doc's
you worried that Agnes would find out,
because if she found out,
your son would never be a Sunday School teacher
in any church in Sioux Center,
because Agnes kept all pastors informed in all the churches.
and now and then kept consistories informed which ministers
were seen at Doc's.
With BD in Sioux Center,
Sioux Center would be a militantly pacifist town by now.

will ever know)-

Suppose BD had lived in Sioux Center
where his ideas would have had a better chance to catch on.
The natural anti-nomianism of Sioux Center
could only have been aggravated by BD's presence.
Suppose everyone would have ridden bicycles in defiance of the
Industrial Revolution.
Suppose everyone would have gone pacifist and run the
American Legion out of town.
Suppose everyone would have gone agrarian,
planting at least one living seed every day,
summer and winter.
their places overrun with greenery like BD's own,
cultivations being a little less important than planting.
Or suppose Agnes had held her annual WCTU tea
in Orange City
Orange City would have taken the vows and ribbons
as seriously as confession of faith.
The College Inn would have folded if Agnes had lived in
Orange City,
whereas Doc's Cafe thrived in Sioux Center in spite of her.
Agnes was aunty to the whole town of Sioux Center,
and everybody took her party like any aunty's party,
seriously, with appreciation, and with some condescension.
All the mothers knew that the blue-ribboned babies
would all be regular patrons eventually at Doc's Cafe -,
Would you really want your son to be brought up in Sioux
Center

With Agnes Dykstra Te Paske in Orange City
Orange City would be a little to the right
of the John Birch Society by now.
That both towns have settled into identical Republicanism
I take as the achievement of BD and Agnes,
each wearing down the extremes
in a town where each was an alien,
Each town got the right Dyskstra.
not because the brother and sister fit in so well.
but precisely because they did not
And BD and Agnes
had the leads in BD's Het Spul Draait,
a life of Galileo in Frisian
when I was fifteen.
I was there two nights,
because my father was in tears at the end of the dress
rehearsal,
and I wondered what I had missed
and went to the performance the next night to find out why
and it's taken me all of these thirty-eight years
to come as close as I have.

B.D. DYSTRA h'as QJl1892 graduate of Northwestern Academy. His
children )\'110attended Northwestern Junior College include Adelphos
Amon;us '30, Al'a Talitha '32, Dueket Ivan '33, Wesley Calvin '43, Vergil
Homer '44. Emmanuel David '47 and Anthony P. '37.
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V. The following poem was shared by
the Paullina delegation.
EARLY SETTLERS
by Edith A. Peckarn
A few bare houses, stark and starey
On the wide prairie land ~
r see them now, guiltless of porch or comforting shade of trees
While rod by rod across the broad expanse
The barbed wire fences crawl
To mark this one's land from that
And bind and straighten wandering road.
And over all. the shining sun
The hot winds, or terrifying storms
Or long steady rains and days of gloom
Of that first summer on the prairie.
- My throat aches when I think of them
Those immigrants
From their well-sheltered
Eastern homes
Those homemakers in a naked, fertile land
Those breakers of the virgin sod
Turned for the first time since the world began
To the sun and air and wind.
Their joys and sorrows bound far neighbors each to each
The happy children running free
And picking wild flowers from the unturned sad
- The literary, the picnics up in Sanford's Grove
Those tiny graves in all that width of land!
That tragic tiny grave in the new lot alone.
But soon the larger one beside
Where the old grandsire sleeps.
There was a man - In his old age
To leave the comforts of his ancestral home
And go rejoicing and unregretfully
Into this new land and bless it with contentment e'er he died.
- The trees have grown and shaded is each spacious home
And of those who bore the burden in the morning's heat
Some few remain bound each to each
By fulfillment of high hopes
And by their memories.

Lester Frerk: of Paul/ina and Elmer Frederickson of Sutherland provided
music during one of the evening's festivities.

used a mopstick on their floor. This was especially distressing
in the Dutch community because everyone knew that the
way to get a floor clean was to get down on the floor and scrub
it.
Andrew Vogel, an Orange City resident of Friesian descent,
told the story about two immigrants talking. One was telling
the other about the stubborness of the Indians, and how they
insisted on doing everything their own way.
"I bet you don't have anything like that in Holland, do you?"
asked one.
"Oh certainly we do," the other replied, "The Friesians."
And, Andy Miedema of Orange City mentioned the fact
that everyone knows Dutch is the language we'll all speak
in heaven someday.
George De Vries ended the festivities on somewhat the same
note as it began, talking about the need for reverence for the
land. Prefacing his statements by saying that human resources
are certainly most important, De Vries mentioned the need
for soil erosion measures and measures that would protect the
family fann.
Noting that authorities are now predicting a food shortage
which will overtake the oil shortage, he mentioned that the
bread basket of the world should have a special concern for
this problem.
"Land is something God gave us to care for," he said,
"not something we can exploit."
The responsibility of providing food is one citizens of northwest Iowa must take seriously, he concluded.

(W ritten sometime in the early thirties
when there were still a few of the" early
settlers" living.)

VI. HUMOR

IN HISTORY

Thursday evening was anecdotal night. Willard Lubbers of
Spencer talked about the beginnings of ludifisk. The N orwegians were moving into Ireland in great numbers and St,
Patrick wanted to do something to rid the country of them. The
Norwegians were fishing quite a bit so St. Patrick went to the
power company and had all the electricity turned off so the
fish would spoil in the ice boxes. Of course, this did not work,
because everyone knows that the Norwegians thrive on
spoiled fish Then, St. Patrick got the idea to put lye in the
water and therefore make the fish distasteful. This did not stop
the Norwegians either, because everyone knows they enjoy
eating fish soaked in lye - ludifisk.
Mrs. Leonard Rensink of Boyden talked about her coming
into the Boyden community as an outsider from the West
in 1922. She had married a Dutchman. She recalled her confusion when someone asked her if she liked "bultennilkpaap,"
and stated that she did not discover it was a porridge-like
substance until several years later. She also talked about the
fact that the rumor about her was that everyone from the West
-7-

Ritsema's Twenty Years Are Music to His Ears
by Maria de Vries

previous spring, Dr. Herbert

Ritsema

arrived to begin an instrumental pro-

Director

Herbert Ritsema

Over twenty years ago the instrumental activity at Northwestern consisted of no more than a few students
who occasionally banded together to
play their instruments at games. In the
fan of 1961, Northwestern having
graduated the first four year class the

gram at the college.
"I was teaching at a high school in
Grand Rapids when Dr. Stegenga
came and asked me to come," Ritsema
said, "I had always wanted to teach
at a church college and I had had experience with beginning band programs
and knew the problems involved."
Ritsema recalls rounding up about
twenty students the first year and
marching at football games in red and
white blazers. Later an anonymous
benefactor donated uniforms to the
band.
The band has gradually grown to over
60 members under Ritsema's directiona size which he feels is comfortable
to work with. Other additions, such
as a jazz band and brass choir, have
been added to the instrumental
department.
In Ritsema's early years at Northwestern he and Lawrence Van Wyk,
associate professor emeritus of music,
worked alone in the music department.
"We're seeing more specialization
now - that is a natural part of growth,"
Ritsema said. He sees the current addition of a new faculty member as a
significant step in the expansion of
the instrumental department. When he
returns from next year's sabbatical,
Ritsema will give up a large part of the
strenuous directing activity in the department spending his time primarily
in the classroom teaching music theory.
Ritsema will be spending an 'unconventional' sabbatical during the coming
academic year. Though not involved in
formal schooling, he will spend time
composing and possible publishing some
instrumental music and improving his
skills in teaching music theory. He looks
forward to becoming familiar with new
trends in the field, such as work being
done with computers and" ear training". He will also attend seminars and
visit other small colleges.
-8-

Ritsema is remembered by many
for his part in a two-man slapstick
comedy act. He and Virg Muilenburg,
assistant professor of biology, have
entertained and amused colleagues and
students at various functions.
"A lot of it is ad-libbing - we're on a
pretty good wave length," Ritsema said.
"I'm a straight man and Virg is a comedian with a straight face. I'll play variations while he plays a one finger melody
or we'll compose songs about people
in the audience. It's hard to describe
really because it's mostly nonsense.
Each time we say we're hanging it up for
good but ... "
Ritsema describes his years at Northwestern's music department as a time
of" strengthening rather than expansion." He feels that the academic
standards at Northwestern
are presently much higher than they were when
he arrived in 1961.
Northwestern is on a good course
right now. It's important that we maintain academic excellence as well as our
Christian commitment," Ritsema said.
"I think it's important that we keep a
healthy balance between the two."
Ritsema's three sons, (Doug '75,
Dave '77, Randy '79 attended Northwestern and his wife, Jean, is a parttime worker in charge of circulation
at the Ramaker Library.
"We've enjoyed the college and
community," Ritsema said. "We've
never felt the need to leave just for the
sake of going somewhere else."
Ritsema describes his twenty years
at Northwestern
as a wonderful
experience.
"It's mainly because of the students
I've known," he said. "I still have former students I have contact with. I
know it's been said before but it really is
a wonderful feeling to see students
grow into mature people and go into
the world"

these churches - from school children

to post-high singles.
"I especially look at the church's
ministry with the children through the
young adults," she said, "and try to
discover a way to help meet their
special needs."
Denise's job involves a variety of

activities. "I look at how the church
is ministering to the people I'm interest-

ed in." she said," and then I try to fill
in where there are special needs."

For example, Denise believes
children frequently feel left out of
Sunday worship services and so she's
concentrating on making them feel a

part of the congregation through children's bulletins and children's sermons.

"I try to keep the kids going by trying
to stimulate them in what they're
interested in doing," she said.
Denise likes to get everyone involved.
She focuses on working between the
youth and adults, making sure there
are no barriers between these groups

and then teaching them to support each
other.
"I'm strongly committed to having
good Christian fun," Denise said. "We
should smile and laugh together in
church like a family, and not have to

Denise Den Hartog

Working towards
a Dream

worry about who we are or what we look

by Lori Sass

From the large metropolis to the
small village, from the inner-city church
to the rural congregation - Denise Den
Hartog, '78 graduate, has experienced

"Since I had spent some time in Chicago, I knew what a city was like,"
she said, "But as far as being away
from home and finding myself alone -

these and many more changes since

that was an adjustment "

she left Northwestern College.
Upon graduation, Denise, a recreation and Christian education major,

enlisted in the Adventure in Missions
(AIM) program of the Reformed Church
in America. After acceptance and then
orientation in Chicago, Denise was

placed in a Reformed church in New
York City as an Educational Associate.
She worked with and coordinated activities for the Sunday School, preschool and youth groups of the church.
"It was a unique church," Denise
said, "with some 50 closely-knit members from all areas of the world and all
walks of life."
Originally from Sheldon, Denise
found the city exciting and challenging.

"Soon I found that people are warm
and free in the city too," she continued.
"I loved the city and I miss it now."

Denise spent two years working in
New York City. She describes these
years asva time in my life for learning,
and for waiting to see what God had
for me to do."

In the fall of 1980 Denise decided
to pursue a newjob. She wanted involvement with youth and that's what she
found. Since October, 1980 Denise has
been working as the Youth and Education Director at the First Reformed
Church in Sheboygan Falls, Wise. and
also at the Gibbsville Reformed Church
in Gibbsville, Wise.
Denise spends most of her time coordinating activities for the youth in
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like. Having fun together can help us
learn together."
Denise has always dreamed of being
a church recreation director. Her present work provides much satisfaction
and experience for future ministry pos-

sibilities. "We are still discovering the
potentials of recreation in the church
making the growth a slow process which
sometimes is discouraging,"

she said.

"But the potential is certainly there."
Looking back to the time she spent
at Northwestern,

Denise said, "Along

with the formal education at Northwestern, I learned lifestyle - what it
means to be a community of believers
living together. Northwestern taught me
about people and that's been very
important for me."
"Everything I've gained from Northwestern is used every day of my life
because Northwestern taught me who I
am and how to express myself to
others."

Denise currently resides in Sheboygan Falls, Wise. She is the daughter
of Willard and Alice Den Hartog of
Sheldon, Iowa

THE FACULTY MEMBER
AS SCHOLAR
By Harold

A fairly common view of the role of
a faculty member in a small Christian
liberal arts college. like Northwestern,
is that responsibilities are limited to
teaching classes, being with students,
and a committee assignment or two

(often dreaded). Anything else you
must squeeze in on your own time,

as if you had any left over. Nonsense!
As vitally important as these responsibilities are, their sum total presents a
truncated view of what it means to be a

member of a college faculty. A faculty
member should also be a scholar, one
who is constantly learning, exploring
the frontiers of new knowledge, and
sharing the results of this scholarship
with the larger academic community.
Of course, the day is still limited to
twenty-four hours, and most of it is already too busy. How can a faculty
member adequately do all of this? It
is difficult, at best. One of my own
personal projects for this summer is to

rethink the entire spectrum of faculty
responsibilities at Northwestern in an
effort to give faculty more "room" to

be productive scholars. In the meantime
I would like to share with you some of
the results of faculty scholarship at
Northwestern during the past year or
so. Despite heavy teaching and committee assignments, our faculty have

established an enviable record of
scholarship.
Publishing a book is surely one of the
highlights of faculty scholarship. This
past year, Dr. Jay Van Hook, Professor
of Philosophy, co-edited a book of
readings on the prominent French Social
and political thinker Jacques Ellul
titled Jacques Ellul: Interpretive
Essays. (University of Illinois Press).
Dr. Roy Anker, Assistant Professor
of English, has an August 1981 completion date for his book Popular Religion and Theories of Self- Help
(Greenwood Press). As one step toward
the completion of this manuscript,

Heie. Vice President

Professor Anker recently contributed
a chapter titled "Popular Religion and
Theories of Self-Help" in the Handbook of American Popular Culture
(Greenwood Press).
A second category of scholarly production consists of the publication of
scholarly articles in professional academic journals. Our faculty have been
active in this area. Two faculty have
recently contributed to the Christian
Scholar's Review. Dr. Paul Borgman,
Professor of English, authored" Story
Shapes That Tell a World: Biblical,
Homeric, and Modern Narrative"

(1980, Vol. IX, No.4). Mr. George
De Vries, Professor of History, contributed "Lessons From an
Alternative Culture: The Old Order
Amish (1981, Vol. X No.3).
In this same category, Dr. Betty
Vander Schaaf, Assistant Professor of
English, published "The Manuscript
Tradition of Handlyng Synne" in
Manuscripta (Vol. XXIV. 1980). Dr.
Paul Scotchmer, Assistant Professor
of History and General Studies, authored "The Christian Meaning of Work"
in the New Oxford Review (Vol.
XLVII, No.4, May 1980), and Dr.
William Kennedy, Professor of Religion, published" Reformed Orthodoxy
Redivivus: Heinrich Heppe's' Reformed
Dogmatics'

in Historical Perspective"

in Reformed Review (Vol. 33, No.3).
Moving on to the social and natural
sciences, Dr. Stephen Cobb, Associate
Professor of Sociology, has authored
a chapter on politics and power for the
book Sociology: A Christian Perspective, to be published by Zondervan
Press this summer. Dr. Robert Zwier,
Assistant Professor of Political Science,
has analyzed the Moral Majority
(among other things) in an article he
co-authored titled "Christian Politics
and the New Right," appearing in The
Christian Century (October 8, 1980).
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for

Academic

Affairs

Dr. Peter Hansen, Associate Professor
of Chemistry, has co-authored an article presently being considered by
Inorganic Chemistry titled" Kinetics
and Mechanism of the Aquation of
Pentaaqua (trichloroacetato-O) chromium (2+) Ion".
A third category of scholarly productivity involves the reading of papers
at professional meetings. Again, a

number of our faculty have been involved in this area. Two faculty read
papers at the April 1981 midwest regional meeting of the Conference on
Christianity and Literature, held in
Chicago. Professor Anker read "The
Margin of Grace: Christian Reflection
and Popular Culture Study", and
Professor Betty Vander Schaaf read
"The Destiny of Luke Skywalker - A
Greek or Christian Paradigm for Star
Wars?"

Professor Cobb, who has been the
primary moving force behind our Career

Concentration program, read the paper
"Sociology, Liberal Arts,and Career
Preparation" at two professional meet-

ings, namely that of the Mid-West
Sociological Society and Sociologists
Teaching in Christian Colleges. Mrs.
Kathy Pederson, Instructor in French,
attended the national convention of
Alpha Mu Gamma and read a paper
entitled "A Re-Evaluation of the Goals
of the First- Year College-Level Foreign
Language Class."
Two of our faculty traveled quite
a distance to present the results of their
scholarship. Dr. David Chandler,
Assistant Professor of Philosophy and
General Studies, attended the fifth
International Kant Conference held
in Mainz, West Germany in April
1981 and read a paper titled" Kant's
Exposition of

II

Furwahrhalten"

in

"KrV" B848-850." Dr. Sylvio Scorza,
Professor of Religion, attended a meeting of the International Organization

for Septuagint and Cognate Studies in
Vienna, Austria, in August 1980, where
a report was given on a joint project

between Dr. Scorza and Dr. Raymond
Martin (Wartburg Theological Seminary, Dubuque) on a computer-generated concordance and lexicon of the
Hebrew, Aramaic and two Greek versions of Daniel.

Dr. Ron Nelson, Professor of
Humanities and History, served as a

respondent to a paper titled "Time and
Historical Significance at the October
1980 meeting of the Philosophy of
History Conference in Chicago. Professor Nelson was also recently elected to the executive board of the Conference on Faith and History.
As a reward for writing this article,
I might mention that I will be traveling
to Wheaton College (Illinois) early
in June to read two papers at the third
Wheaton College Conference on Foundations of Mathematics. One is titled
"Mathematics: Freedom Within
Bounds". The second, an extended reflection on my recent move from being
a faculty member to academic admini-

stration, is titled "A Bold Venture of
Faith or Sheer Stupidity, How Does
One Know?"

A fourth category of scholarly work
encompasses the writing of book reviews, film reviews, and journal edi-

torials. Our faculty consistently make
contributions in this area, especially
in The Reformed Journal. Recent con-

tribution to this journal include three
editorial essays by Professor De
Vries: "Single Issue Politics" (March,
1980); "The Price of Technology"
(May, 1980: and "The Reagan Direction" (March, 1981). Professor
Anker has also recently contributed
two reviews to this journal, namely:
"Messages

from Darkness",

a review

of the books A Jew Today by Elie
Wiesel and The Holocaust in Historical Perspective by Yehuda Bauer
(November, 1980); and "Common
Grace", a review of the film Ordinary
People (February, 1981).
Dr. Donald Lindskoog, Associate
Professor of Psychology, recently
authored a review of The Inflated Self
by David Myers, which appeared in
The Church Herald (March 6, 1980).
Professor Kennedy recently contributed two book reviews to the Reformed Review, namely: a review of

Robert Mackintosh: Theologian of
Integrity by Alan P. F. Sell (Vol. 33,
No.2); and a review of The Deeper
Faith: An Exposition of the Canons
of the Synod of Dort by Gordon
Girod (Vol. 33, No 2).
Dr. Friedheim Radandt, President
of the College, also maintains his scholarly interests. He recently wrote a

review of the book German Poetry
in the Age of the Enlightment: From
Brockes to Klopstock by Robert M.
Browning. This review appeared in the

Journal of English and Germanic
Philology (Vol. 80:1, January, 1981).
Another important category of
faculty professional development
includes consulting appointments,

membership on special task forces
and committees, and the receiving of
special awards. A number of our
faculty are also active in this area.

Dr. Daniel Wrather, Assistant Professor of Psychology, serves as an educational computing consultant for the

Colleges of Mid-America (CMA)
Consortium under the auspices of a
faculty development grant from the
Lilly Foundation. As a portion of this
responsibility, Professor Wrather recently conducted a faculty seminar at
Huron College (South Dakota) titled
"Computer-based Education at the
College Level".
Mr. Phil Patton, Associate Pro-

of Youth" , and "Biblical Discernment."
A number of our faculty in music
and art have served as judges in Iowa

high school competitions. Mr. Charles
Canaan, Assistant Professor of Music,
served this year as an adjudicator for

the Iowa High School Music Association. He was also adjudicator and guest

clinician for the Christian School Choral festival held at Dordt College in
March, 1981. Dr. Keith Allen,
Associate Professor of Theatre and
Speech, recently served as a judge in
choral reading at the Iowa All State
High School Speech Contest held in
Des Moines.

In the category of special awards,
Mr. Jeffery Taylor, Instructor of
Theatre and Speech, recently received
an award for excellence

in Special

Effects presented by the American
College Theatre Festival for the special effects in the Northwestern College production of "The Billy Goat
Song" .

I could go on, but I have long since
used up my allotted space. The danger
in writing an article such as this is

that of leaving out worthy accomplishments. (My apologies to any
faculty member who is now reading
this and justifiably feels left out.) If
space permitted, I could tell of the
numerous professional recitals per-

consider certification requirements for
secondary business teachers in Iowa.

formed by our music faculty, Professors Charles Canaan, Rod Jiskoot,
Kim Utke Schouten, and Herb Ritsema I could tell of the individual art
shows presented in the TePaske Art
Gallery by our art faculty, Professors
John Kaericher and Rein Vanderhill.

Professor Patton was also recently
honored by Iowa Phi Beta Lambda for

tion. Not because they are not of equal

his twenty years of service to business
education in Iowa.

importance, for these activities also
represent creative professional accomp-

fessor of Business and Economics,

was

recently appointed to serve on a task
force to prepare a curriculum guide for

secondary teachers of business in the
State of Iowa. The task force will also

Dr. Lyle Vander Werff, Professor
of Religion, was recently appointed
chairman of a Committee on Cults by
the General Synod of the Reformed
Church in America. As a result of that
work, a seven-article booklet titled
Countering the Cults is being published by the Reformed Church in America
(Reformed Church Distribution Center,
Lansing, Illinois). Professor Vander
Werff has written three of these articles,
namely: "The Cults Challenge the
Church" (also published in The Church
Herald, March 20, 1981); "The Needs
-11-

But space permits only a word of men-

lishments, but simply because the focus
of this article is primarily on the role
of our faculty in sharing their explorations into new knowledge with the
larger academi~ community.
I am hoping that this will only be
the first of a series of similar reports

in the years to come, for I will be giving
increasing emphasis to the vital role

of faculty member as scholar. This role
is not a luxury reserved for the idle
or curious. It is an integral part of what
it means to be a faculty member at a

Christian liberal arts college.

Chaplain's
Office
Expands
Service
by Lavonne Nannenga

As a Christian liberal arts college,
Northwestern aims to help students
grow as whole people for Christ The
Chaplain's Office plays a major role in
students' growth, preparation and
f everyday service while in college. For
the past two years, Rev. Jerry Sittser
has served Northwestern as chaplain.
This past year Lynn Cheyney joined
him as part time assistant chaplain.

She has been a resident director for
two years and will take up a full time
position in the Chaplain's Office in the
coming year.

To facilitate carrying outthe responsibilities to the benefit of the college
community, five major changes will be
implemented in the college Chaplain's
Office during the academic year 198182: I) forming a Student Ministries
Board, a major step in involving students in varied service;

2) taking new

direction in student leadership development by use of classes and seminars;
3) improving contact between the Chaplain's Office and students; 4) coordinating counseling services for students

and 5) emphasizing chapel as a time of
worship and a means of challenge
toward faith in action.
Careful consideration and planning
have been given each of these by Sittser,
Cheyney and many others.
"Both Scripture and the Reformed
tradition prod us in the directon of wedding OUf faith to our conduct in culture,"

Students who will go abroad/or
mission work this summer are Iron! row, left to right, Brenda Van
Galen, Dorit Radandt, Lisa Do/man, Sue Brinkhuis, Betty Landegent; second row, left to right, Deb
Orthel, Joy Vander Schaaf, Becky Vander Loan, Jane Beran, Pat Karels; third row, left to right. Brian
Bruxvoort, Glenn Bruxvoort, Doug Tenson, Judith Hoksbergen.

Sittser explains. "It is the responsibility
of a liberal arts college to encourage
the kind of learning which cultivates
personal piety and service in the world
as well as academic explanation. And
it is certainly the responsibility of the
Chaplain's Office, whose task is to
embody the goals of the college to show
that true religion does more than change
the heart."
A proposal for the Student Ministries
Board was made in the interests of supporting the college's academic and
student development areas and to bring
to balance the services the Chaplain's
Office provides. According to Chaplain
Sittser, "Many Northwestern students
desire to make a difference in the world,
and service is a key." Sittser says if

students understand this general purpose, they will better appreciate learning
in the development of a whole world
view.
In his proposal he states, "There is a

need among students not only to marry
faith to learning, but also to marry faith

ligious expression which will challenge
students to serve in responsible positions, working on campus and in the

community. The board will develop and
supervise a number of programs for the

campus and community by use of specialized boards each led by a student
supervisor having a volunteer group of

students working with him or her. Each
of these sub-boards will be responsible
to the Chaplain's Office.
Each board will have at least one
advisor from the faculty or administration to work with supervisors and mem-

bers to meet the goals of the board. The
boards will also work cooperatively
with those academic courses which ex-

plore the same basic concerns. Student
supervisors must apply for the position
and will be paid for their work, or they
may elect to receive academic credit

if service is supplemented with reading
and writing assignments. Students will
be limited to working on one board only,
to provide an opportunity for a larger
number of students to become involved.

to commitment and action. We must

form an educational program which
leads the student from the classroom to
the world, from the quiet of reflection
to the noise of work and action."

The Student Ministries Board is
structured to provide a diversity of re-12-

I. WORLD MISSIONS BOARD
The World Missions Board is designed to inform the Northwestern Community of the state of world evangelization, especially in regard to RCA

missions. It will mobilize students to
study missions, give prayer support and
become sensitive to the global task of
missions. Members will work toward
cultivating stronger ties with missionaries and mission agencies and toward
providing cross - cultural experiences
for Northwestern
students. Already
this summer, 14 students are being supported in mission service world- wide
through this board. Joy Vander Schaaf
of Rock Valley, Iowa, and Brenda Van
Galen of Hull, Iowa, both summer
missions volunteers, will serve as supervisors for the board this fall.
II. COMMUNITY

SERVICE

BOARD

Members of the Community Services
Board will work toward becoming aware
of community needs, informing the
campus of needs and meeting those
needs. They will work cooperatively
with community agencies and, by recruiting student volunteers, will channel
NW students into meaningful service.
Volunteers will be trained and supported
by the board, and a sense of community
will be fostered to promote understanding, sensitivity and spiritual growth.
Melinda Swift, of Russell. Minn., has
been chosen as student supervisor for
the coming year.

III. GLOBAL

ISSUES

BOARD

Those involved with this board will
study global issues and various Christian responses. They will inform the
campus and respond to the issues through
political involvement They will develop
and maintain contacts with organizations such as Bread for the World,
Prison Fellowship and Amnesty International. Student leader will be Mike
Hofkamp of Leota, Minn.
IV. BOARD OF DISCIPLINE
AND DISCIPLESHIP
The Board of Discipline and Discipleship will explore the meaning of Christian discipleship and encourage others
to do the same. They will develop a
variety of small groups and other experiences on campus which will enable
students to become more intellectually,
spiritually and morally disciplined.
Connie Gessner of Homewood, Ill., will
supervise.
V. BOARD

OF OUTREACH

Members of the Board of Outreach
will initiate relational interaction among

people of diverse backgrounds and values on campus. They will assist resident
advisors and will try to create a campus
environment in which all students can
freely explore the meaning of Christianity. Jerry Heemstra of Primghar,
Iowa, will serve as supervisor.
VI.MAmuAGEEN~CHMENT
BOARD
This board will encourage married
students to participate in campus activities. Members will initiate social
experiences whereby married students
will get to know other married students.
They will also provide a marriage support program. Corky and Sherry
Koerselman of Orange City have been
chosen as leaders.
VII. CHURCH·MINISTRY

BOARD

The Church Ministry Board will attempt to build a closer relationship between the college and local churches
by providing services like worship services, youth group activities or retreats.
Students will be trained to work as ministry teams and to help churches better
understand the meaning of church.
Student leader is Gary Hegstad of
Orange City.
VIII. WORSHIP

BOARD

The Worship Board will study liturgy
and church music and explore the meaning of worship. Putting this into practice,
the board will assist in the administration of college chapel, will encourage
students to become active in a local
church, and will provide other worship
opportunities on campus such as
HEART, a Sunday evening service.
Members will also help with retreats,
important times which immerse students
into some aspect of Christian thought
and service. Rick Brink of Sheldon,
Iowa, will supervise the group.
IX. BOARD OF FAITH AND
CULTURE
(not yet active)
The Board of Faith and Culture as
proposed will support the cultural affairs
offered at Northwestern and will study
the relationship between Christianity
and cultural sensitivity. Members will
provide campus programs allowing
students to discuss faith and culture.
Students are enthusiastic about this
new organization in the Chaplain's
Office, according to Sittser. Thirty- two
persons applied for the various student
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supervisor positions. Those who were
not chosen will be asked to take supportive roles, so all will have a chance
to serve.
Sittser explains that student involvement in the Student Ministries Board
is designed to complement and supplement classroom studies, not to compete
with them. Since students will be allowed to serve on one board only, their
involvement should be more significant
and meaningful to their personal
development.
A second area of change is that of
leadership development, which will be
the responsibility of Lynn Cheyney.
The Student Development Office formerly coordinated a training class for
resident advisors only. The Chaplain's
Office will set up a more inclusive class
for the benefit of resident advisors, student government members, leaders in
the Student Ministries Board and others.
The purpose will be to equip student
leaders for their tasks and to support
them throughout the year. By means of
seminars and discussions, training and
support, these students and their advisors will put together a theoretical
base of Biblical learning and practical
application in the area of leadership.
Sittser and Cheyney plan a special
effort in the coming year to broaden
their contact with students. According
to them a chaplain has the responsibility
of being in touch with students. The
Chaplain's Office is then a resource
for other faculty and staff toward understanding the students.
The Chaplain's Office, dealing with
so many different students, encounters
a large variety of counseling needs. In
accordance with Northwestern's
"whole person development" philosophy, the counsel given students
should be carefully coordinated. This
will now be carried out by the Chaplain's Office.
"We hope to provide a network of
support," Cheyney explains, "to give
people the help they need at the level
they need it" Included in this counseling
network will be resident advisors, resident directors, Sittser and Cheyney,
and faculty. If services are needed beyond this level. students will be referred
to a professional counseling agency.
"Our emphasis here," Sittser says,
"is that we have an overview of the
campus and can work with individuals
continued page 31

Scholarships
Established
by Bonnie Jorgenson

The availability of scholarship funds
is critical to the future of all independent higher education, particularly
as the gap continues to widen between
what a student has to pay a private
institution and what the charges are
to a student at a public university.
Northwestern
has been privileged to
receive several scholarships during the
1980-81 academic year. These monies
total $52,100.
"Income from endowed scholarship
funds reduces the cost to the student,"
said President Friedheim Radandt,
"That is the great plus provided by
scholarship money: it benefits directly
those for whose sake the college exists,
and only indirectly the institution itself.
A t the same time, it makes possible
the continued existence of institutions
of private higher education, including
distinctly Christian colleges such as
Northwestern. After all, the stated purpose of most endowed scholarships
at Northwestern is to assist students
who seek to honor God in whatever
profession or career they choose, and
who desire to practice biblical values
in their lives."
The expected reduction in state and
federal financial aid makes privately
endowed scholarships all the more important and needed. "Our thanks and
great appreciation go to all who have
helped create endowed scholarship
funds in recent years," Radandt said.

Rev. and Mrs. Enos Heeren

The Heeren General Scholarship was
established by Rev. Enos Heeren and
the late Mrs. Heeren. Rev. Heeren is
a retired Reformed Church minister
who now lives in Pella, Iowa. This
scholarship goes to a student or students who demonstrate real financial
need, scholastic ability and a strong
Christian commitment Whenever
possible, members of the Reformed
Church will be given preference. The
scholarship is intended for a person
or persons who see their vocation as
service to Christ, and not self-seeking.
The Murchison Award was given
by the Kenneth and Clara Murchison
Foundation to be used within the athletic department
Jim Woudstra '74
was the first recipient of this award.
It is the intent of the award to assist
Christian colleges in the promotion
of Christian athletic programs for the
training of Christian young people.
The LeRoy Nallress Scholarship
was established through a gift by Rev.
N attress and a gift by American Reformed Church of Orange City on the
occasion of N attress' 50th anniversary
in the ministry. Rev. Nattress was a
registrar and director of admissions at
Northwestern from 1953 to 1960.
This scholarship goes to a student or
students who have financial need, are
of good character and possess scholastic ability. It is specifically for those
individuals who are sons or daughters
or grandsons or granddaughters of ordained ministers of the gospel.
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Rev. LeRoy Narrress

The H. Virgil Rowenhorst Scholarship, named in honor of Northwestem's
fifth president, was established through
contributions by a friend of the Rowenhorsts, Mr. Homer Surbeck. Prior to becoming college president, Rowenhorst
was president of Northwestern State
Bank in Orange City. This award goes to
a student with a strong Christian commitment who demononstrates financial
need and is pursuing a business oriented
career. If this type of student is not
identified in a given year, the scholarship
may be awarded to another student with
strong Christian commitment and financial need.
The Schultz Music Scholarship was
established in memory of William W.
Schultz by his son, Warner W. Schultz
of Schenectady, N. Y. Schultz took
part in many of the musical activities
in Orange City during his lifetime,
and was choir director of the American
Reformed Church for many years. This
scholarship is for needy music students
who are endowed by the Holy Spirit with
the gift of music, which gift they
believe they can develop so that it may
bring, joy, inspiration, reverence and
understanding to others.
The Rev. and Mrs. Henri J. Steunenberg Sociology Scholarship was
established by their children, Phyllis
JC '55, Ruth '64 and John '73 to honor
their parents. Rev. Steunenberg was
the first instructor of sociology at
Northwestern
and Agnes serves with
distinction and honor as secretary of

r

L Homer Surbeck

William W Schultz

H Virgil Rowenhorst

the alumni. This award is for a student
who has completed his or her junior
year of college majoring in sociology,
demonstrated need and has met other
scholarship requirements.
The L. Homer Surbeck Scholarship

was established by his wife Margaret
in recognition of Surbeck's deep com-

mitment to Christ, to students and to
quality Christian higher education. This
award goes to a student with a strong
Christian commitment, who demonstrates financial need and is pursuing a

business-oriented career. If such a student is not identified, it may be given to
another student with a strong Christian
commitment who demonstrates financial need

The Rev. Esdert Smidt Scholarship
was established by members of the
Smidt family and friends. The scholarship is for a student or students who
are majoring in the social sciences,

the major area of all the Smidt
children who attended Northwestern,
(Corwin '68, Reginald '79, Merrita '71).
Rev. Smidt was a pastor in the Reformed
Church in America. His last parish
was in Belmond, Iowa where the couple
retired. Last year Rev. Smidt's life
was taken in a fatal automobile accident Mrs. Smidt continues to live in
Belmond.
The Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Vander
Aarde Scholarship was established
by the Vander Aardes because of their
life long interest and commitment to
furthering the cause of Christian ser-

Rev. Henri J Steunenberg

Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Vander Aarde

vice and world missions within the

Reformed Church in America and
having two sons, Stanley JC '51 and
Robert JC '56 in full-time Christian
service. The award shall be made to a
student or students with a strong
Christian commitment who demonstrate
financial need and are pursuing a career
in full-time Christian service, with

special emphasis, when possible, in the
field of world missions.
The Earl T. Klay Award for a Student of the Humanities and Jurisprudence was established this year by an
anonymous donor in honor of Mr.

Klay, an Orange City attorney and
legal representative for the college.
This award will go to a student who
has displayed integrity and intelligence indicating that he/ she is capable of becoming a dedicated and
honorable member of the legal profession and an advocate for the profession's continuation and improvement
-15-

Northwestern -1920-1930
by Nella Kennedy

As was narrated in the previous issue

of the Classic, the" gay nineties"
were eventful in the life of the academy.
Equally significant were the events
of the "roaring twenties": building
projects and college expansion. In
1923 the Board of Trustees investigated
building a dormitory, but it was decided instead to build a gym (the present
chapel), which would also house locker
rooms, two society rooms, two reci-

tation rooms and a laboratory. "Science
Hall" was completed in 1924. The
Academy building officially became
Zwemer Hall in 1925/, and the fire
escape was also instafled in that year,

to the delight of, and misuse by, the
students.
Already in 1923 a committee was
formed to study adding a two year college program to the Northwestern
Classical Academy. It was dropped,
but revived again in 1926, when the
proposal was made to open a junior

college in September 1927. This was
delayed a year, but the Board of Education of the R CcA. eventually granted
the establishment of a two-year college
on a three-year trial basis, and the
academy became "The North Western
Junior College and Academy in June
1928.
There were several firsts in this de-

<l,1de:in 1922 inter-society debates
were begun; student government was

granted in 1927; in 1929 caps and
gowns vJ<lrepurchased by the school
and rented to the students, and worn
for the first time. Of course the biggest
firsts were the various programs instituted by the formation of the junior
college.
Even though there was growth, or
perhaps because of it, the twenties
also saw hard financial times. In 1921
and 1925 appeals were made to the
classis of the RC.A. (and some local
Christian Reformed churches) to pay
off old debts, and a three-year subscription campaign began in 1928 to
obtain financial support for the new
college. Extras were often cut out - the

Cullens, an excellent annual, was published only two years (1920, 1921),
then stopped. The same fate befell the
Moniter, a student newspaper begun
in 1923. It was terminated in 1925 to
become part of the more alumni-minded
Classic, which was published less frequently. Teachers were not paid high
salaries, and there often were requests

to the Board of Trustees for increases.
By 1923, 65 teachers had taught at
the academy (the full complement was
about a handful) - they tended not to
stay very long. Of the 51 students in
the junior and senior classes at the
academy that same year, 23 were taking
classical course (Greek), and the others
took the modern classical (French),
and normal training (teacher education).
According to the 1925 catalogue the
classical courses prepared the students
for" unconditional entrance into the

best colleges and universities of the
land." The curriculum was not extensive; the aim was the student's thorough

grasp of a few subjects. The catalogue
sounded surprisingly contemporary in
stating that the study was not "utilitarian or vocational ... but rather cultural, seeking, by developing the whole
man, to lay a foundation," even though
by the" whole man" the drafters probably meant something different than
the present holistic philosophy.
Religiously, the academy became
more attuned to American" fundamentalism" in the twenties; the

Y.M.C.A. and Y.W.C.A. weekly
meetings (begun in 1920) were very
lively and well-attended The Board
of Trustees encouraged the faculty to
refrain from going to the movies or
dances, and smoking on campus by
students was punishable by expulsion
for two days.
A representative of the Women's
Christian Temperance Union found a
warm reception on campus; indeed,

a host of speakers visited the campus,
generally speaking on the subject of
Christian behavior. This new religious
expression did not fit the ancestral
-16-

Top, the academy students in 1926.
Bottom.

the Concert Singers

of 1925.

European mold; symptomatically,
the
faculty requested in 1928 that the
Heidelberg Catechism be dropped from
the curriculum because" it was too
heavy. "
Campus rules were fairly strict E.g.,
athletes had to have an average of a
"B" in all subjects, and not less than
a "C" io anyone subject in order to
engage in sports. Playing in the new
gym in street shoes resulted in exclusion
. from the gym for two weeks. An eighth
hour was instituted in 1925 to detain
students who had misbehaved Attendance at the literary societies
(Alethian, Chrestomathean
and Delphian) and chapel was compulsory.
Four absences from chapel and seventh
period activity resulted in a lowering
-17-

of the deportment grade. Punishment
could also be handed outr in a humorous
way. A news item in the Monitor tells
of a student who was told by the faculty
to exhibit his constant grin at assembly.
The Monitor also reported changing
hair styles: a student had her hair
shingled ("Who's next?") (1924), and
in 1925 a girl had it bobbed. The flapper
era had apparently made its presence
known. Ads in the Monitor show the
"Majestic, Electric Radio - Mighty
Monarch of the Air!" Also advertised
were" graduating suits for $25 with
two pair of paots!" Clothes were also
mentioned -in this poem on signs of
spring by a student "Hamlet on the
shelf: sophs on fifth book of Caesar;
curtainless autos; new Bobettes (?); new
spring hats.
Perhaps' with the increase of more
women on campus, or again, as a
result of the conservative mood, many
of the activities of the students were
segregated There was a Girls' and
Men's Glee Club, a Y.W.c.A.
and a
Y.M.C.A. The boys ate in the old dining
room and the girls ate in the reading
room. Only the literary societies were
integrated (and chaperoned).
There were many organized social
activities in which both sexes participated, in which two patterns emerge:
games and food. Games played were
"cat and rat," "three deep," "cootie"
and "wink-urn." A recurring favorite
was "the fox and goose chase" which
was enjoyed by the seniors and juniors
in the early fall. The geese (juniors)
were given half an hour to get away
(marking their trail with chalk marks
or scattered bits of a Montgomery Ward
catalogue). If the geese were seen by
the (collective) fox, they were considered caught Especially eloquent are
the descriptions of the eats or lunch
after these games.
Life was not all food and games
for the students however. Repeatedly
a week of a cornpicking "vacation"
was requested (and denied) to help at
home.
The decade had begun with great
aspirations for building and enlarging
and most of these goals were reached
by the end of the twenties. Had the
Board of Trustees or the church waited
to implement these goals, the Depression would well have prevented the
materialization of them.

enter the world anew, fresh in the faith that Christ wi II go with
us, whether we remain in Sioux County or submerge ourselves
in a foreign culture. Without Him, the world of nuclear arms,
hunger problems, and economic uncertainty is frightfully foreboding. Our stay in the future will be the trust in God to make
us righteous and set us apart from the world like our faultless model, Christ Jesus.
When approaching this challenge, the Apostle Paul, in
Phillipians three, offers some encouragement to us. By the
grace of God, Paul vows to forget those things which are behind,
and to reach forth to those things which are before him. How
can that same grace of God which Paul calls on be applied
to the Class of 1981?
The community at Northwestern has been bonded together
for nearly four years and we've had ample time to achieve, to
fail and to develop in the college social environment
Our
achievements have varied. For some, simply passing the
Western Man core program to sit here in a robe is a prized
accomplishment.
For others, winning an intramural softball
game with only five players was among the greatest achievements of college days. Others have earned academic honors
or been admitted into a graduate program. Some of our successes have been greater than others, some of us have had more
than our share. But just as we've succeeded, we've sometimes
failed. We all know the desperate feeling of spending days
of preparation for an exam only to have the professor ask the
wrong questions. Or there was that carefully planned dorm
raid when we met the resident director at the door - on the
way in. But for the senior, the worst feeling must be searching
these past few months for a job, filling out the career placement questionaires, perfecting a resume, sending it to each
job opportunity in the want ads, and settling, temporarily, for
the same summer job which paid the tuition to come here to
prepare you for the career.

PRESSING ON:
The talks printed here were delivered during the 1981 Baccalaureate
services May 8 by four graduates.
Rebecca Tuinstra of Des Moines.
101m, majored in English and political science. Ronald Wagenaar of
Sheldon, 1011'0, majored in history. Curl Busch of Rock Rapids, 1011'0.
majored in business education. Kathleen Ven!ers of Lincoln, Park, N.J.,
majored in religion.

Yes, we've failed, but we've matured in the college social
environment, as well. Some have been accepted into that prestigious group or wing of the dorm only to realize we lack the
courage to be ourselves among them - to stand true to what
we believe. Personal relationships have been cultivated with
professors by proving our persistence to try even though his
demands may seem unreasonable.
Some of us have learned more about God in these past four
years than any Old Testament Faith class could teach us by
discovering His endless compassion for us, despite our doubt.

Regardless how hopeless our failures or how brilliant our
successes, we leave it all behind. As Paul, who was blameless
under the law, calls on God's grace to help him count the
by Rebecca Tuinstra
past for naught, we must trust in that same grace to carry us
To address the topic of" Pressing On" we're forced to shift through that last" so long" to college life. Having matured
our attention from the pomp of graduating to look for strength through our failures and achievements at Northwestern,
and
from God to move on - we must look upward instead of ill- having felt the pains of social development, we'll move on,
ward or to each other. These past years have been a challenge, leaving an array of past experiences freed from the desire
but nothing compared to what lies ahead.
to relive them, or even to reflect on them. And we'll emerge
As seniors, we face a turning point in our lives, much like truly righteous in Christ Relying only on God's grace, as Paul
the division between chapters in a novel. In pressing toward
did, through faith, each of us can leave our individual pasts
the future we consciously need to leave the past behind to
behind to move into the awaiting world.

"Leaving the Past Behind"
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"U nderstanding the World
We Enter"
by Ronald Wagenaar

As Becky has said, the time has come to leave the successes
and failures of our college career behind us and press on into
the future. But ,what can we expect to face as we move into
the future which lies before us?
Most of us have had it pretty easy so far in life. We have
had family and friends to support us, encourage us, and even
get us out of trouble at times. Very few of us have ever had
to worry about where our next meal would come from or where
'f

,

we would go to find shelter at night Unlike our counterparts
in many other areas of the world, we do not know what it's
like to have to beg and steal just to survive. Our nation is one
of the richest, freest, and most powerful countries in the world.
We have it good here ~ surrounded by a sense of security
which many other fellow human beings around this globe do
not share.
The last four years which we have spent here at Northwestern
have really been no different. We may have traded our natural
family for a college family so to speak, but the basic feeling
of security still remains intact.
Now the time has come to leave our sheltered world behind
and take that step of faith out into a future of uncertainty.
There is uncertainty about our national economy for instance.
Inflation continues to hover near the double digit mark making
it harder and harder to make ends meet. Interest rates remain
so high that the American dream of owning one's own home
has become nearly impossible for most young couples to
achieve. Probably the economic factor which hits closest to
us as graduating seniors is the ever tightening job market
Only a few short years ago a college diploma was considered
the ticket to a well paying career. Tomorrow, however, many
of us will leave here without the assurance of a job, any jobespecially a job in our field of study. Unless there is a drastic
turn of events, this picture will not change much.
When we increase the scope of our vision to include the
world as a whole, the picture remains just as bleak. For the
last three decades our world has been held hostage by weapons
of such a massive destructive capacity that we cannot even
comprehend their magnitude. At any moment, civilization as
we know it could cease to exist Yet, how often do we think
about this?
Military experts speak in terms of over 300 million deaths
in an all out nuclear war between the super powers. Some
strategists have even suggested the possibility of winning a
limited nuclear war by limiting American casualties to the
"acceptable level" of 20 million human beings. We have become so immune to the danger which encompasses us, that
figures such as these no longer even bother us. We have become
calloused to the thought of death, destruction and human suffering,
This is not only a problem of our nation, but it exists on a
world- wide scale. Instead of spending money for food, medicine, and other peaceful purposes, the nations of our world
arm themselves to the tune of $400 billion a year, Unless the
situation soon changes our world will destroy itself - no, we
Americans will destroy our world.

This is where we as graduating seniors come in. We must
make the decision whether we will involve ourselves on every
level possible to seek changes in our world, or whether we
will resign ourselves to accept the status quo and withdraw into
our own little sphere of life. For too long the people of our
nation and the world have followed this latter approach and
buried their heads in the sand, hoping that the problems would
go away - but they have only gotten worse. Others brush
these global issues aside and figure that they won't be affected
by what is happening in other parts of the globe. Such people
have been deceived. We are all citizens of this same planet
and sooner or later we will all share in the responsibility and
consequences of our present actions.
It would be easy for us to fall into this trap of apathy and
pessimism when we leave here tomorrow, but I hope and pray
that we don't allow it to happen. As Christians we cannot
and need not accept the world's solution. Our place is to look
at these problems not as insurmountable obstacles, but as
mountains to be moved through faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.
We are a chosen people. He has called us to be salt on the
earth, lights in this present world of darkness. We can offer
the world hope, show our fellow world citizens that there
is a better way. We must take this hope, this light of Jesus
Christ and carry it into all aspects of life - into every comer
of the world and into whatever occupation we might enter. We
sit here tonight poised and ready to go out into the world - a
world with many challenges to be faced. With God's help
we can meet these challenges, confident that He will guide,
direct and strengthen us through all adversity and use us to
promote His kingdom on earth.

"Holding Fast the Word of God"
by Curt Busch

Ron has been talking about an age of nuclear weapons and
economic uncertainty, but where do we put our trust? As
Christians we have something to defend and believe in. We
are responsible for the way we will live and for holding the
word of God to all areas of our life from the complex of world
visions to the simple daily routines. We want to make our life
count, but how do we hold the word of God when the questions,
options and roads are set before us?
What about tomorrow? What are we going to do when we
leave here? Will it make any difference what we believe in?
It is often said, "If you have nothing to believe you have nothing
to defend."
The path that has led us to Northwestern has come to that
fork in the road and now it's time for us to choose. With God's
word as our road map we can face tomorrow with optimism
by holding fast the word of God. Ken Barker of Rock Rapids
has put it more completely in his poem, "Good Morning God,"
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"Good God it's morning! The pessimist said
As he dragged his body out of the bed.
"Another day to sweat and strain
to work and toil and tax my brain."
"I hate it, I deplore it, indeed I do,
What happened to my sock and other shoe?
1 wish I could sit and relax in the sun
and live on Social Security - What fun.
"Good morning, Lord!" The optimist cheered.
.. Another day to be revered -

To do Thy work and praise Thy name
And reach out to others with Christ's Holy Flame."
"I love it 1 love it, yes 1 doHelp me to find my sock and my shoe
I'm eager - enthused - chomping at the bitTo go out and serve Thee - 'Till death I do quit!"

to follow, regardless of the personal cost. Seniors, as we prepare for tomorrow I hope we do four things: I hope we Drink,
Steal, Swear and Lie. I hope we Drink from the fountain
of love and friendship of our fellow man. I hope we Steal a
little time each day to do something for someone without expecting anything in return. I hope we Swear that we are going
to make this the greatest year of our life. And finally, when
you Lie down at night, thank God for the opportunity to live,
ripen and grow and serve your fellow man in the greatest
country on the face of the earth.
The convictions we hold today are those that can prepare
us for a lifetime and the life to come. Our days here at Northwestern have drawn to a close but one day our roads will
meet again in the life God has promised us in our tomorrow.

How we face the day is ours to choose
With Christ in our lives, can we lose?
"Good Morning, God!" is the greeting to choose.
It's not who you are that counts - it's whose.

When we become members of the body of Christ we become
responsible for the way we live our lives. As Christians we
hold certain convictions and using God's word as our guide
we will apply them to our future. I would like to share with
you two specific areas that will have a large degree of prominence in our future and that will need the guidance of God's
word. These two are money and work.
In the area of money, certainly we can do more with it than
we can without it Ask any graduating college student what
one of their number one concerns are when talking or writing
home to their parents. "Dear Mom and Dad, My classes are
going fine and my girlfriend is still in love with me. One more
thing, please send money immediately. Love John." Or try
telling any college president, I want to go to college on faith.
One can do more with money than you can without it. But
that isn't the whole story. Money can also be a snare. Certainly when the world tries to satisfy our hunger for prestige
by misusing our money or we seek the urge to be caught up
in materialism to find our sense of self worth. Remember in
Hebrews, it says, "Keep your life free from love of money
and be content with what you have; for He has said, "I will
never fail you nor forsake you."
And when it comes time to apply the minister's sermon on
tithing, remember what Jesus said about the poor widow,
"Truly I say to you, this poor widow has put in more than
all of those who are contributing to the treasury. For they
all have contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her
poverty has put in everything she had, her whole living."
Seniors, it will be an alluring temptation for us to postpone
our tithing until we are more financially secure, but Jesus
said the poor widow gave from her poverty rather than her
wealth.
In the area of work, imagine for a minute you being one
of the disciples along with Peter and you are fishing at sea.
The disciples had fished all day and all night without a catch.
Then Jesus said, "Cast your nets on the other side," and
their nets became full. But how many of us have had those times
when we've pressed on with all our effort only to end up asking
the same questions found in Ecclesiastes. "What has a man
from all the toil and strain with which he toils beneath the
sun? For all his days are full of pain and his work is in vain."
At this point, remember, we are to enjoy our work and our
heart and work should be set for an eternal goal, not just substantial earthly evidence. On the other hand, there will be
those times when we will reap the benefits for our hard work.
As Galatians says, "We will reap what we sow." A teacher
of mine put it another way, "one cannot plant roses and get
tulips, not even in Sioux County." As Proverbs says, "Commit your work to the Lord and your plans will be established."
Seniors, as we press on to our tomorrow, may we hold
those convictions God wants us to affirm that will make us
faithful servants of Jesus Christ Those convictions we propose

"Pressing On to Become Like
Jesus"
by Kathleen M. Ve"'ers

I am sure it would be nothing new to you if I were to say
"The life of the Christian is a life without end," for we all
know of the promise of eternal life for those who know Jesus
Christ as their Lord. But I am beginning to see that this statement contains more meaning than what we see at first glance.
Perhaps with a slight amendment, this will become clear:
"The life of the Christian is a life without ends." We never
will have made it, and there is never an "end" which does
not become a beginning.
The Christian life that reaches ends is a Christian life in
trouble. Pressing on, in a sense, is the stuff of the Christian
life. Paul made this clear to his friends in Philippi: "Not that
I have already obtained this or am already perfect," he says,
"But I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has
made me His own." (Phil. 3:12)
We have seen that pressing on frees us from being bound
to the past; we have examined the environment into which we
press and the convictions that will guide and empower us.
Now we need to ask the question, "Exactly what is our destination? What do we press on to?" Paul is clear on this also,
"I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call
of God in Christ Jesus" (Phil. 3:14).
Who is this Jesus Christ? Who is he to twentieth century
man? Dietrich Bonhoeffer asked the question, "Who is Christ
for a world come of age?" Modern man tends to see God as
the answer to life's problems - "The God of the gaps." But
technology is steadily closing those gaps and modem man
politely pushes God to the edges of life, or even points Him
toward the unemployment line. Has modern man lost sight of
God as Creator, Sustainer, Father and Redeemer? "We
should find God in what we do know," says Bonhoeffer,
" Not in what we don't know" (Letters and Papers from
Prison, May 6, 1944). And in finding Him, we are to respond to His "Upward call".
"The upward call of God in Christ Jesus" ... what images
does that bring to your mind? It almost seems logical to
reason thus: "God is all-powerful, all-knowing, Mighty. He
utters His voice, the earth melts' (PS. 46:6) - the upward
call must mean that I must achieve power, intelligence,
strength." Even Paul's words "Straining forward to what lies
ahead" imply ambition. Or do they? Is this the upward call?
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Through the eyes of the world, yes, Through the eyes of God,
no.
Perhaps Ephesians 4: 1-2 provides the most straight-forward
definition of the upward call: "Lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have been called, with all lowliness and
meekness, with patience, forbearing one another in love."
The upward call ... to humility. We return to the great paradoxes of Christianity: "In Christ's humility is His glory, 10
His suffering, His strength, in His death, our life."
We are called then to humble servanthood. What happened
to Paul's phrase "Straining forward"? Are we really straining
forward when we ambitiously seek power, wealth, strength,
dominance or are we merely going with the flow of human
nature? One strains forward when he goes against the grain,
when He says "no" to the ways of the majority. When one
seeks humility in this world, he is indeed straining foward.
The important factor is that Christ is his model and goal.
Ours is an upward call, but it is by no means an easy call
Without the knowledge that our Lord has walked the way
before us and promises to guard us, it can be a frightening
call. "What will my fellow teachers, the other businessmen,
the other coaches, the neighbors think of me? Will I be walked
upon?" T. S. Eliot addresses this matter in his poem, "Two

Choruses" from 'The Rock"'.
The lot of man is ceaseless labour,
or ceaseless idleness. which is still harder,
or irregular labour, which is not pleasant.
r have trodded the winepress alone, and I know
that it is hard to be really useful, resigning
the things that men count for happiness, seeking
the good deeds that lead to obscurity, accepting
with equal face those that bring ignominy,
the applause of all or the love of none.

All men are ready to invest their money
but rnost expect dividends.
I say to you: make perfect your will.
I say: take no thought of the harvest
but only of proper sowing.

I suspect that many of us will graduate tomorrow with no
definite future plans. It scares us, it strips us of security, and
we feel that if we have to answer the question" What will you
do when you graduate?" one more time with the answer, "I
don't know!" we'll just die.
But are our futures really so unsure? We may not know what
job we will have. We may not be able to answer the question,
"What will you do when you graduate?", but we have all of
the information at our disposal to answer the question" What
will you be?" (Which is the more important question). We
can answer that we will be more and more like Jesus Christ
Consider the implications of this ... consider Jesus His
last night on earth, knowing that glory awaited Him, He looked
around at his friends. Within hours one would betray him,
one would deny that he had ever known Him, and all would
leave Him in His hour of greatest need. He could have golten
angry or pointed out their faults, or removed Himself from
these fickle friends. In short, He could have flowed with
human nature. Instead, He strained forward to humility and
washed their feet. He had to be free from the past and the
uncertainties of the future, aware of His circumstances and
driven by convictions in the living God to exercise such
humility.
This is OUf model. We can, therefore, answer the question,
"What will you be?" by pointing to Christ. We pray that as
time goes on, those we meet will see our very beings pointing to the servant of all.

Graduates who were
awarded faculty honors
in 1981 are teft to right,
Debora Tiemens. Maria De
Vries and Bryan Den
Hartog.
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"Your Life Can
Make a Difference"
by Harold

E Hughes

During t!le 971h OIlIlUO/ commencement
exercises Soturdav.
Mav 9 [1\'0
honorary degrees were presented bv Northwestern.
Dr. J. Coert Rvtaorsdarn.
a 1927 graduate of Nontnvestem
Academy,
I\'(/S awarded
the honorary degree oj Doctor of Holy Scriptures for his
outstanding
accomplishments
ill IIIe academic wortd. Rvtaarsdam
is professor 0.( Old Testmnent at Morqueue
Universitv. He served 27 .rears Of the
Oil'inl')' School of the University a/Chicago
and also tought at Nell' BrunsIrick Theological Serninarv.
The Honorable Harold E. Hughes. former gOl'ellor of iowa and former
Sella/or, received ttic honorary degree of Doc lor ofLawsfor his 0111standing commitment
10 social justice.
Hughes also delivered the Commel/Cemenf address" Your Life Call Mat:e a Difference." An edited version
of excerpts from his address follows.

u.s.

Harold

As you look at the world today, most of you can realize that
within your lifetime we've had magnificant breakthroughs
in almost every area of understanding that man has. We've
seen only recently the example of the space shuttle that actually
staggers the mind with the potential that it has for moving on
in the exploration of space. What it might mean, most us can't
begin to understand. But at the same time we are doing those
things, the very nature of the globe on which we are living is
deteriorating rapidly and with destructive force.
All my life I've heard talk of nothing but peace. I've seen
the search of nations and men for peace in the world. Yet in
my lifetime there has never been any peace in the world. We
have pursued war. One war following another. In the span of
sixty years that I have lived my nation has been involved in
wars that as a boy I couldn't have conceived that we would
engage in.
If we think back for a moment to those tremendous breakthroughs that I talked about, the one area in which there has
been no breakthrough is in political science. Man still
falls back on the final resolution of his differences in this world
with means of violence as the ultimate political instrument.
J didn't come to you this morning to talk particularly about
peace but about your commitment and the fact that your life can
make the difference. You will hear all the days of your life
bright words of man seeking peace and seeking it to the best
of his ability. The vast majority of the world believes that we
can only maintain peace and order in this world by building
instruments of death and destruction to maintain it.
In the day you live, men and women are going to have to
dare to think differently. They are going to have to dare to

E. Hughes

pioneer differently and to believe that a risk for survival of the
human family is so important that by trust in God and daring
to live a life in Christ one need not focus through his own power
or wisdom, but through the power of God Almighty. That
power can radiate through you and from you into the world and
make a difference in the world.
We've seen in the last year and a half things like that which
happened in Iran, where a small group of people, radicals with
a mission and willing to die, could in effect bring the mightiest
nation in the history of the earth to its knees. We've seen the
great debate which was waged in the country as to whether we
should have intervened militarily, as to whether we should have
considered these 52 lives expendable, as to whether we should
use the legal machinery that we have labored for so long in the
world, to bring a peaceful resolution to a situation that was beyond control. Should we have used the world court, which we
did" Should we have used the United Nations, which we did"
Should we have negotiated through private negotiators, through
the religious community, in every way we could, which we did?
Or should we have in fact served notice upon the world that
we would not tolerate this sort of violence - of taking prisoners
without authority and invading American territory - and unleashed the fury that we have against a nation that could never
have defended itself against us? I happen to believe we did
the right thing.
But we can also see, with the events that happened in
Columbia and the events that are happening right now in EI
Salvador and African nations, that small groups of determined
men and women who are willing to die can bring the mightiest
nations of the earth to the thresholds of violence at any moment.

-22-

So we have a need for understanding. It's not that we don't have
academic capabilities. It's not that we don't have great philosophers in the world today. It is not that we don't have great
scientists, great diplomats, great negotiators. We have all of
those things that the world has always had. What is the missing
ingredient? Why do we seem unable to escape from the course
that history is upon? It's because man has not believed Jesus
Christ.
As we go back to the beginning of history, from the day
that Cain slew Abel to the current day, man has never failed
to use every weapon he has ever invented to kill his brother.
There's not a single instance in all human history where the
human family has not used the weapons that we have invented
for the purposes of death and destruction against one another.
What makes us think today that we are any different than
we have ever been? What makes us think that the awfulness
of the instruments of death will somehow stay the hand of
some nervous tyrant or someone who lives in fear or some
madman who by some act of violence comes to power? The
future is predictable. In fact, in II Peter it seems to read very
clearly what the outcome can be at one point.
But the difference that you can make is the fact that you've
been raised on the Word of God and that all things are possible through God and Jesus Christ. Now, as I lived my life
I made many mistakes until I was brought to my knees before
God, confessed and begged God's forgiveness. There then
came into my life a new way of thinking and living.
It's not popular to even discuss it anymore, but the facts
are that the Word of God is Truth. And, you have the distinct
advantage of having a fine education well grounded in your
background. But more important than all of that, you have
the Truth in your heart, the Truth of Jesus Christ and the
difference it will make in the world.
I truly believe in my heart, foolish as it may seem in the
world, that if this nation has faith to believe in God and to trust
the Word of God, that God will be our defense. The only way
that men and women of the world will ever want to emulate
us in this country is when there is total social justice, when
there is the ability to display to the world that we truly love
one another, when there no longer exists racial prejudices
and discrimination, when we care for the elderly, the sick and
the poor.
It is said that in a civilized society if you want to test the
structure of the society, the places to look are in the prisons
and in the mental institutions and the hopeless areas of humankind to see whether the people have compassion and whether
they have concern. We test ourselves in living that way. Who
cares about the men and women in prison? Who cares about
those we hide away in the closets of OUf mental institutions,
the mentally retarded? Who cares about the sick and dying of
what we call hopeless illnesses?
The Lord said, you are the salt of the earth. You are the
light of the world. If you believe the Word that you have been
given and if you live it no matter what comes your way, you
will never be alone. The Lord will always be with you. God
is in charge of His universe and His creation. He will use
you in ways that you never thought possible, as He has used
me in ways I never thought possible. He will direct your
footsteps along pathways that you never knew you would
travel. But because He is in control of your life you will follow
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the direction that He gives you. You will learn that the most
important things of your life are to remain faithful to that
Word and to use the God-given talents you have in this world
to achieve and obtain social justice for all. When we truly
find that, we will find the nations of the world beating a footpath to our door wanting to live and to understand what we
know to be the Truth.
There are enough people in this class to change the future
in this country, to change the history of the world. With the
power of God working through you nothing is impossible. Just
believe and know that God Almighty Himself will, through
the power that He has placed in your heart and through the
Holy Spirit, lead you. Then you will make a difference in
our creation.

Top, Dr. Coen Rylaarsdam. a 1927 academy graduate, receives an
honorary degree oj Doctor of Holy Scriptures. A tso pictured. left. D,:
Lyle Vander WerfJ and right, President FriedheIm Radandt. Bottom
left, Rev. Edmund Tratebas, associate professor oj philosophy. and
bottom right. Dr. Edward Vall Eck, professor of biology, participated
in the graduation ceremonies in recognition of their retirement from
the Northwestern faculty this year.

NEWS BRIEFS

The new six lane all weather track was dedicated this spring. Pictured at the dedication are left to right, Marvin Vogel representing Vogel Paint and Wax
Company; Lyle Fogelman, representing K-Products; MOC Superintendent Rod Wi/beck; Unity Christian Principal David Van Someren; Northwestern
President Friedheim Radandt; MOC Coach Gordon McKinslrey; MpC Student Tim Hielkema and Northwestern Coach Mel Tjeerdsma. The track is '10\11
in use by Northwestern, Unity Christian High School and Maurice-Orange City High School.

DEAN'S LIST
RADANDTON
CpALITION
BOARD
President Friedheim Radandt was elected
to a three-year term on the board of directors
of the Christian College Coalition in February.
The Coalition is comprised of approximately
55 colleges nationwide which are, according to
Radandt, commited to "serious intergration of
faith, learning and living. and which insist that
faculty and administrators have a personal
knowledge of Christ as Savior and Lord."
The purpose of the Coalition is to develop
joint programs and to develop a platform for
these colleges to express their views of
legislation.

The first semester Dean's List was announced during Honors Convocation, April
30. This is the first Dean's List since 1974.
Students on the list must have a grade point
of3.75 or better for 15 graded hours. Those
named include:
Sandra Altena of Orange City; Elaine Bakker
of Rock Valley; Jane Beran of Lime Springs;
Evonne Blankers of Orange City; Steve Boint
of Bismarck, N.D.; Paul Bollard of Pochahontas;
Marlys Boote of Hull; Cheryl Brink of Thornton,
CO; Shari Brink of Sheldon; Diane Bruxvoort
of Oskaloosa; Doyle Christensen of Lennox,
S.D.; Susan Deinken of Sioux Center, Bryan
Den Hartog of Sheldon; Evangelyn De Jong of
Orange City; Leah Den Herder of Sioux Center,
Lori Duncan of Ionta; Luarm Freese of Worthington, Minn.; Jane Goerge of Sioux Rapids;
Lori Gross of Manning; Norm Gross of Earling;
Rose Gross of Earling; Laura Haverdink of
Maurice; Jerry Heemstra of Primghar, Judy
Hoksbergen of Sully; Glenda Hulshof of Ireton;
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Sharla Hulstein of Sioux Center, Donna Intveld
of Rock Rapids; Debra Irwin of Primghar,
William Kepp of Orange City; Dawn Kitelinger
of Brayton; Debbie Klay of Magnolia, Minn.;
Denise Kletnwolterink of Sheldon; Wanda
Kooima of Hull; Lois Kooistra of Paterson,
N.J.; Steve Koopmans of Randolph, Wis.; Linda
Kroon of Belmond; Alan Laird of Stann Lake;
Betty Landegent of Rock Valley; Kristine
Legters of Clymer, N. Y.; Sue Lemkull of Oshkosh, Wis.; Rebecca Linn of Kingsley; Nancy
Ludens of Orange City; Jill Meerdink of Cedar
Grove, Wis.; Mark Muilenburg of Orange City;
James Mulder of Rock Rapids; Laura Noteboom
of Corsica, S.D.; Lisa Oolman of Orange
City; Cheryl Prins of Ireton; Robert Puff of
Orange City; Nancy Raeder of Roxbury, N.Y.;
Sandra Redeker of Brandon, Wis.; Verle
Regnerus of Ripon. Calif.; Steven Roesner of
Aplington; Jill Rethmeier of Ocheyedan; Janet
Rognstad of Westby, Wis.; Lori Sass of Cedar
Grove, Wis.; Martha Shaver of Hingham, Wis.;
Ruth Smedema of Brandon, Wis.; Patricia Smit
of South Holland, ilL; Rhonda Sneller of Boy-

SPRING

PLAY

"The Miser." by French playwright Moliere.
was presented in April and May by the theatre
and speech department
Featured performers
include Ronald Van Dyke of Orange City in the
title role. with Steve Schwander of Ireton.
Denise Askeland of Buffalo Center and John
Bales of Bismarck, N.D.

den; Sara Sybesma of Spirit Lake; Debora
Tiemens of Sheldon: Cindy Ten Haken of Rock
Valley; Bonnie Tjeerdsma of Springfield, S.D.;
Jay Tolsma of Stickney, S.D.; Sherrie Uittenbogaard of Sheldon; Valorie Valentine of Harrisburg, S.D.: Linda Vande Brake of Orange City;
Mark Vanden Berge of Orange City; Tamela
Vander Aarde of Great Falls, Mont; Debra
Vander Laan of Orange City: Marsha Vander
Lee of Melvin; Mark Vander Ploeg of Paullina;
Darla Vander Sluis of Rock Valley; Dave Vander
Werff of Orange City; Jeff Vander Werff of Oak
Harbor, wash.: Kris Van Etten of Rapid City,
S.D.; Bryan Van Gorp of Orange City; Julie
Van Hove of Spirit Lake; Barbara Van Meekeren of Hayward, Minn.; Robert Van Peursem
of Orange City; Donna Van Regenmorter of
Sioux Center, Mary Van Rheenen of Hawarden;
Sharla Van Wettering of Hospers; Bonnie Van't
Land of Hull; Judy Venenga of Little Rock;
Artis Wassink of Sioux Center, Dixie Wielenga
of Orange City; Roy Wigen of Spencer, Marcia
Winterhof of Aurelia and Sheryl Wynia of
Orange City.

SECOND IN
OUTSTANDING
CHAPTER
COMPETITION
Northwestern's
Chapter of Phi Beta Lambda
finished second to the University of Northern
Iowa in the Outstanding Chapter Competition
of Iowa at the state conference April 24 and 25.
In addition to the outstanding chapter award,
students individually competed in a number of
events with the winners qualifying to compete
at the national conference in Chicago this summer.
First place winners were Marlin Van Peursem
of Alton in accounting and Lesa Moyer of
Delavan, Wis. in shorthand.
During the state conference Bill Kepp of
Orange City was elected state president and Van
Peursem, vice-president
Phil Patton, associate professor of business
administration,
was honored for his 20 years of
service to business education in Iowa.
Tom Kohout of Orange City, was named Outstanding Business Man of the Year at the conference. He was nominated by the Northwestern
chapter.

LAIRD INTO
MEDICAL
SCHOOL
Alan Laird, a junior, has been accepted
into the four-year program at the University
of Iowa Medical School in Iowa City. He is a
biology major from Storm Lake, Iowa.
The university accepts about 20 percent of
its medical students on a three year basis.

SPRING

TOURS

The Acappella choir, under the direction
of Kimberly Utke Schouten, toured in South
Dakota, North Dakota and Minnesota during
spring break.
The Concert Band, under the direction of
Dr. Herbert Ritsema, toured in Michigan and
Wisconsin.
The Choral Readers, under the direction of
Keith Allen, toured in Missouri, Colorado,
Texas, Oklahoma and Nebraska.
The choir and band represent the college's
music department and the Choral Readers the
theatre and speech department

RECITALS AND
CONCERTS
Sherlyn Blom of Chandler, Minn., Barbara
Huygens of Orange City and Shirley Van
Peursem of Luverne, Minn. presented their
sophomore recital March 3.
Rick Brink of Sheldon and Evonne Blankers
of Orange City presented a joint vocal recital
March 8.
Debora Tiemens of Sheldon, presented her
senior vocal recital April 29.
The Chapel Choir and Men's Chorus presented a concert April 21. They are under the
direction of Charles Canaan, assistant professor
of music.
The Concert Band, under the direction of
Dr. Herbert Ritsema, professor of music, presented a pops concert May 1.
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GUESTS
WADE MILLER,
an Indian high school
art teacher from Macy, Neb., talked with
students about an exhibit of his students' artwork February 5'.
DR. JOE SEGER,
biblical scholar and
archaeologist,
presented the slide show "The
Search for Biblical Ziglag" on February i7.
DR. JOHANNES A. BAKKER, a former
vice prime minister of the Netherlands,
presented a talk on" An Insider's View of Government
in The Netherlands,"
February 20.
DON RICHARDSON,
a missionary linguist
and author of two books, spoke in public lectures
and chapels during his March 16 through 18
visit
MICHAEL KELLY BLANCHARD, a
Christian performer, appeared in concert on
March 20.
THEATRE
ROUNDABOUT,
London's
touring company of two, presented" Living and
Giving" March 21.
REV. DR. HUGH A KOOPS, academic
dean at New Brunswick Seminary in New
Brunswick, N.J., spoke in chapel and in public
lectures during his campus visit March 23 and 24.
DR. EDWARD
ERICSON,
former academic dean at Northwestern
and professor of
English at Calvin College in Grand Rapids,
Mich., presented the lecture "Solzhenitsyn:
The Moral Vision," on April 9.
GLAD, a classical rock group, presented
a concert April II.
WAYLAND
BEEGHLEY,
a farmer from
Kingsley and former agricultural advisor in the
Soviet Union, spoke on "The Soviet Union Today:
Its Agriculture and Its People" April 13.
CHIEF GERALD W. SHANAHAN of
the Iowa Division of Criminal Investigation,
addressed the annual conference of the Colleges
of Mid-America
Behavioral Science Department April 14. His topic was "Law, the Police
and the Schoolhouse."
REV. TONY VAN ZANTEN,
pastor of the
Roseland Christian Ministries Center in Chicago,
spoke on campus April 20 through 22 sharing
his perceptions of inner city problems and needs
and his understanding
of the people in the Roseland area of Chicago.

ROBERTA KRAFT and ELEANOR
PALMA, part-time members of the Hope
College music faculty, presented a dual piano
recital on April 28.

REV. AND MRS. GENE H. HERMEIER
of Redeemer Lutheran Church in Fridley, Minn.,
were speakers arthe annual Pastors' Conference
April 21.

CAREER
AWARENESS
DAY
A Business Career Awareness Day was
held on campus April 9. The day's activities
were sponsored by Phi Beta Lambda (the
business club) and the Northwestern
State Bank
Student Board of Directors.
Students from the Maurice-Orange
City and
Unity High Schools and Northwestern.
met with
representatives
from various Orange City
businesses and business department faculty.
The day was designed to create greater awareness of the business world and help students
in their career choices.

ENTER MED
TECH
PROGRAMS
Five students will enter medical technology
programs next fall. This fourth year of study
will apply towards their B.A. degrees from
Northwestern.
The students are Sandy Anderson of Doon
Iowa; Dorothy Cadwell of Manilla, Iowa; An'n
Johnson of Curlew, Iowa; Glenda Hulsof of
Ireton, Iowa and Jim Swart of Hingham, Wis.

BOOTE WINS
ORGAN
COMPETITION
Marlys Boote, a junior, won the Western
Iowa Chapter of the American Guild of Organists
competition April II in Orange City.
Boote will now represent the chapter in
regional competition at Milwaukee, Wis.
this June.

LEVAI
INSTALLED
DR BLAISE LEVAI was installed as organizing pastor of the Community Reformed
Church, Fort Myers, Fla. on January 27,1981.
Following the service, there was an evening of
Celebration and Praise on the formation of the
first Reformed Church in Ft, Myers. Over 2,400
people filled to capacity the Edison Community
College Gymnasium
to hear Dr. Nonnan
Vincent Peale bring the message in honor of
the birth of the newest Reformed Church in
America. Dr. Levai served Northwestern
College as head of the English Department
1958-60 and introduced the first journalism
courses taught at Northwestern.
Mrs. Marian
Levai, a medical doctor, served as the school's
doctor while Dr. Levai taught here.

SPRING
FESTIVAL
Dawn Lupkes of Ackley and Harlan Van
Dart of Denver, Colo., co-chaired the annual
Spring Festival April 22 through 25. They were
assisted by Patti Smit of South Holland, Ill.
and Jeff Vander WerfT of Oak Harbor, Wash.

HONORS
CONVOCATION
The following honors, awards and grants were
presented during the annual Honors Convocation, April 30.
Chosen as members of Sigma Tau, the senior
honor society, were James Boeve of Sioux Falls
S.D.: Marlys Boote of Hull; Linda Kroon of
'
Belmond: Alan Laird of Storm Lake; Betty
Landegent of Rock Valley; Rebecca Linn of
Kingsley; Janet Rognstad of Westby, Wis.;
Harlan Van Oort of Denver, and Bonnie Van't
Land of Hull.
Recipients of the Moss Pre- Theological
Scholarship were Van Oort, Dave Boender of
Hingham, Wis. and Gary Hegstad of Orange
City.
Debra Klay of Magnolia, Minn. and Nancy
Raeder of Roxbury, N. Y. were winners of the
Van Engelenhoven
Scholarship.
The Northwestern
Pre-Medical
Scholarship
winner was Tamela Vander Aarde of Great
Falls, Mont
Linda Kroon of Belmond received the Cyndi
Rowenhorst Memorial Scholarship in Voice.
Laura Haverdink of Maurice received the
Bogaard Memorial Scholarship in Strings.
The Stegeman Mission Essay winners were
Bryan Den Hartog of Sheldon, first; Gary
Hegstad of Orange City, second and Diane Boom
of Marion, S.D., third.
The Hubert Muilenburg Bible Prize winners
were Van Oort of Denver, first and Bill Koster of
Byron Center, Mich., second.
The Florence Huffman award for outstanding
elementary school student teaching was presented to Cindy Ten Haken of Rock Valley.
The Sociology Award was presented to Jill
Meerdink of Cedar Grove. Wis.
The Rev. and Mrs. Esdert Smidt Scholarship
(sociology) went to Steven Karels of Burt.
The Beacon Award (school newspaper) was
presented to Sheryl Wynia of Orange City and
Marlo Van Peursem of Alton.
The E. Grady Holland Award (journalism)
was presented to Sheryl Wynia of Orange City.
The De Klempen Award (yearbook) was
presented to Sue Evans of Neschanic
N J
The Lydia Garrido Award (for excellence in
foreign language) was presented to Ron Van
Dyke of Orange City and Julie Van Hove of
Spirit Lake.
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The English Award was presented to Jennifer
Nostrand of Yonkers, N. Y.
The Dramatics Award was presented to Beth
Epley of Woodland, Park, Colo.
The Barry Boersma Memorial Award (theatre
and speech) was presented to Nanette Branch
of Orange City.
The eRC Freshman Chemistry Achievement
Award was presented to Darla Vander Sluis of
Rock Valley.
The Rev. and Mrs. J. C. Van Wyk Award
(music) was presented to Boote of Hull.
The Schultz Music Scholarship was presented
to Sheryl Vander Schaaf of Boyden.
The Joyce Angus Mission Scholarship was
given to Jane Stevenson of Polk City, Joy Vander
Schaaf of Rock Valley and Maria Khoury of
Manama, Bahrain.
The Henry Hospers Scholarship was given
to Steven Boint of Bismarck, N.D. and Steve
Schwander of Ireton.
The Young Women's Missionary Scholarship
was given to Joy Vander Schaaf of Rock Valley.
The Vander Aarde Scholarship was given to
Brenda Van Galen of Hull.
The Mr. and Mrs. L. R. Kopiker Scholarship
was given to Robert Puff of Orange City,
Heather Ogilvie of Cerritos, Calif, and Brian
Bruxvoort of Chandler, Minn.
The H. V. Rowenhorst Scholarship was
awarded to Bill Kepp of Orange City and Patti
Smit of South Holland, IlL
The Homer Surbeck Scholarship was presented to Jerry Heemstra of Primghar.
The Van Oosterhout Award was given to
Andrew Vander Maaten of Orange City.
The Everett Franken Scholarship was given
to Lois Kooistra of Paterson, N.J. and Sheryln
Blom of Chandler, Minn.
The Vogel Mission Scholarship was awarded
to Charles Contreras of Cerritos, Calif. and
Scott Rees of Long Beach, Calif.
The Stegeman Family Scholarship was presented to Samson Paul of Bangalore, South India.
Bill Koster of Byron Center, Mich. received
the Senior Greek Scholar Award.

Sports
MEN'S
BASKETBALL

..

The men's basketball team wrapped up the
season 16-11 and shared the final TriState
Conference crown with Dordt College. The
Raiders had a 4~2 league record in winning their
tenth title.
Named to the All-Conference
team were
seniors Tim Koerselman and John Vande
Kamp. Koerselman was named to the AllDistrict 15 team as well.
The Raiders also won their first playoff
game since 1976 with an 82-74 win over Dordt
Vande Kamp was voted the team's most
valuable player while Koerselman was named
team captain. Koerselman,
Jim Boeve, and Terry
Holton were named Tri-Most Inspirational
players.
Individually, Kirk TeGrotenhuis
topped
the team in scoring with an 18.6 point per
game average while Vande Kamp topped the
team in rebounding with nearly nine rebounds
a game.

WOMEN'S
BASKETBALL
In women's basketball, the Lady Raiders
ended the season with a 12-15 overall record
and a 7-5 Io-Kota conference record, good
enough for fourth place.
The Lady Raiders also finished fourth in the
state tourney and were sectional runner-ups.
As a team the Lady Raiders broke the season
free throw percentage with 61 percent and the
season field goa! percentage with 46 percent
Heidi Woudstra and Carolyn Penning were
named team co-captains while Penning was
named all-conference
and most valuable offensive player. Marcia Winterhoff was named most
improved player while Jill Christiansen
was
named most valuable defensive player.
Penning led the team in scoring with an 11.6
per game average and also topped the team in
rebounds with a 6.8 per game average.

WRESTLING
In wrestling, the Raiders finished 16-5 in
dual competition and finished second in the
conference tournament
Dennis Johnson (118); Jeff Vance (134);
Tim Steiner (150); and Lyle Lundgren (HWT)
were conference champs while Lundgren was
the only regional champ.
Lundgren went onto the national tournament
and finished in third place, gained All-American
honors and became NW's only three time AllAmerican in two sports.

The senior heavyweight also holds five
college records as well as the best overall career
record and best season record.
Also gaining a berth in the national tournament were Jeff Vance and Tim Steiner, both
sophomores.
Vance broke the season record for most takedowns with 76, and also has the sixth best overall career record and third best season record.
Steiner has the seventh best overall career
record and the l Oth best overall dual record
and the second best season record.

NW SPRING
SPORTS
REVIEW ...
Northwestern's
tennis team finished the dual
season with an 8-1 record and ended the season
by winning the Northwest Towa Tennis Tournament in Orange City. Mark Hagen set a school
record as he went 12-0 at no. 2 singles and
freshman Gordie Carpenter went 9-2 at no.
6 singles for another school record. Steve Bolda
and Hagen were 12-1 at no. I doubles.
The Red Raider baseball team started slowly
and lost 17 of its first 25 games but ended with
[I wins in its last 14 games to finish 19-20. It
was the first time in seven years that Big Red
did not go to the district playoffs.
The Lady Raider softball team went 20-12
and tied for fifth place at the state tournament
NW defeated defending national champion
Emporia State 3-1 in a tournament at S1. Joseph,
Mo. and later beat William Penn, the defending state champ, during the state tourney. NW
finished second in the Io-Kota Conference with
a 12-2 mark.
Northwestern
won its first Io-Kota Conference women's track title this spring. The
Lady Raiders also won the title at the Dordt
Relays. Carolyn Penning went to the nationals
in the discus.
The men's track team had another fine season
despite a lack of production in the field events.
The Red Raiders won the LeMars Invitational
and Knight Relays team titles, and the 3200
meter relay team placed at both the Kansas
and Drake Relays. Dale Schoolmeester
(1500
meter run), Ryan Acterhoff(400
meter dash)
and Roy Wigen (400 meter intermediate low
hurdles) all competed in the NAIA national
meet at Houston, Texas May 21-23.
The Red Raider golfers won one dual meet
and held down third place after the first day
of the district golf meet. Northwestern
returned
home when rain forced a delay in the second day
of the district
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ATHLETIC
AWARDS
Northwestern
College had its apnual athletic
awards banquet April 30.
Coaches gave brief summaries of their season
and handed out All-Conference,
AllAmerican, and Most Valuable Player awards.
In Women's Volleyball, Shar Hulstein was
named team captain as well as Most Valuable
Player (MVP).
In cross country, Dale Schoolmeester
was
named the MYP.
In football, Mike Calvert was voted the team's
MVP while Lyle Lundgren was given his AllAmerican award.
In wrestling, Lyle Lundgren received both
the Hustle Award and the MVP while Tim
Steiner and Jeff Vance were named Co-Most
Valuable Underclassmen
Wrestlers. They will
also be next year's co-captains.
Mike Van
Wyk was named the team's Most Improved
wrestler.
In Women's Basketball, Heidi Woudstra and
Carolyn Penning were named Co-Captains
while Penning was also named the MVP.
In men's basketball, Tim Koerselman was
named All-District
15, All-Conference,
Team
Captain and Tri-Most Inspirational
Player
with Jim Boeve and Terry HOltOIL John Vande
Kamp was voted the MVP and also received
All-Conference.
In women's tennis Mary Koob was named
the MVP and in men's tennis, Steve Bolda
was named last year's MVP.
In men's golf, Doug Stubbe and Randy Smith
were named All-Conference
while Doug Stubbe
also received the MVP.
C-arolyn Penning received the MVP track
award in women's track. Special mention was
also made of her being just four feet from qualifying for the National Meet in the discus.
In men's track, Ryan Achterhoffwon
the MVP
for the second consecutive year while Donley
Hoogeveen was voted Most Promising and
Jeff Vander Velde and Gary DeWaay were
voted co-recipients of the Most Improved
Runner Award.
In baseball, Clayton Dejong and Kelly
Kruger were voted Team Captains while
Kim Wi eking was named the 1980 MVP.
Paul Kosareff and Jim Boeve were given 1980
All-Conference
Awards as well.
The Christian Women's Athlete Award
went to Shar Hulstein while Kelly Kruger won
the Dunlop Award for Sportmanship.
Carolyn Penning and Lyle Lundgren were
given the Vander Stoep Award by it originator.
Arie Vander Stoep.

•

ALUMNI
NEWS

Hoff served the Rea Avenue Reformed Church
in Hawthorne, N.J. and the Reformed Church at
Palos Heights before accepting a postion on the
staff of the General Program Council in 1969
as secretary for Asian ministries. In 1971 he
became secretary for operations of the RCA.
Mrs. Hoff is the former JOAN
ROZENDAAL ('58).
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'37

RUSS KRAAI of Holstein, Iowa received a school administrator award from the
Iowa High School Athletic Association at the
boys' state basketball tournament last March.
Kraai is in his 38th year as athletic director
at Galva-Holstein High School. After college
graduation Kraai taught and coached at Havelock,
Iowa for four years. He then accepted a teaching and coaching position at Holstein where he
has remained until the present time. Mrs. Kraai
is the former WILMA DE VRIES '36.

'43

FRANK HEEMSTRA was a speaker
at the Oceans 80 Conference held in Seattle,
Wash. last September (not HOWARD
HEEMSTRA as recorded in the Winter 1981
issue or'the Classic). Oceans 80 was a forum
on ocean engineering in the 80's. Frank is currently a research physicist in the Marine Technology Division of the U.S. Naval Research
Laboratory in Washington, D.C.

'54

ARTHUR J. De JONG, former
Central College professor and chaplain, is now
president of Muskingum College of New
Concord, Ohio. He was recently named "Person
of the Year" by the Daily Jeffersonian of
Cambridge. Dr. De Jong was cited for "engineering a dramatic turnaround at the college at a
time when small, private institutions are facing
staggering problems." Praised also for his
administrative leadership, Dr. De Jong has
brought Muskingum its first balanced budget
in eight years and a $250,000 surplus. Dr. De
Jong is an ordained minister of the Reformed
Church of America with degrees from Western
Theological Seminary, Princeton Seminary's
Graduate School and San Francisco Theological Seminary.

,5 6

MARVIN HOFF, RCA secretary for
operations and finance, has announced that he
has accepted a call to serve as pastor of the
Reformed Church at Palos Heights, IlL Marv
served as pastor of that church from 1966
through 1969 and will become its senior minister
on September I. Until then he will be transferring
his present responsibilities to other national
staff members and using a sabbatical leave to
continue research on the mission programs and
structure of the RC.A. Ordained in 1961, Mr.

G. HENRY VELDHUIS, physics'
and chemistry teacher at the Sheldon Community
High School and assistant professor of physics
at Northwestern College, was the 1981 recipient
of The Excellence in the Teaching of Chemistry
Award presented at the annual meeting of the
Iowa Academy of-Science at Coe College on
April 24. Veldhuis, who received The Excellence
in the Teaching of Physics Award in 1972, is
one of two Iowa teachers who were recipients
of two of these awards.
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GLADYS GEORGE Edakattil
has been in Kuwait since September, 1965. She
taught biology for four years at the American
International School of Kuwait and then taught
English as a foreign language in an Arab School
for one year. She is presently a teaching assistant
at New English School attended by her children,
Rajesh, 8 and Carol, 6.

'69

HARLAN (Butch) CLEVERINGA
and his wife Marilyn recently sold their Inga's
Clothing stores in Iowa and plan to move to Grand
Rapids, Mieh. where Butch will serve as district
manager for a Los Angeles clothing corporation.
CALVIN LOWELL GROEN, an eight year
veteran of the Kansas Fish and Game Commission, has been named assistant director
of the agency. Groen was first employed with
the Fish and Game Commission as a district
fisheries biologist in 1972. In 1977, he worked
in the agency's newly organized planning division
and was later named chief of the agency's
fisheries division, a position he held until his
appointment as assistant director. C. Lowell is
married to the former REBECCA JONKER
('70) and they are the parents of Gretchen and
Gregg. Their home is at Pratt, Kan.

'70

MARGE CLEVERINGA was the
recipient of the Outstanding Young Educator
Award for 1980 given by the Jaycees oflowa
Falls, Iowa. Marge is a third grade teacher at
the Blanche Stoddard School in Iowa Falls.

'73

TOM ESTES of Little Rock, Iowa
was named Class A boys basketball coach of the
Year in Northwest Iowa by the Iowa Basketball
Coaches Association. Estes will be remembered
as a standout basketball player at Northwestem.
JOHN KOERSELMAN,
as assistant cashier
for the Northwestern State Bank in Orange City,
was recently appointed to the Phi Beta Lambda
State Advisory Council. The Council guides
students in projects that include professional,
civic, service, fund raising, career development
and social awareness activities, as well as helping
students become more aware of the intricacies
of the American free enterprise system and how
it affects their lives.
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BARB (WIESS) De Graaf of Boyden,
Iowa was awarded a $500 scholarship by the
Order of United Commercial Travelers of
America to further her training in the field of
education of the mentally retarded. She is currently employed at Handicap Village in Sheldon.
RICH HUP is presently a teacher and coach
in the Fulda School System, Fulda, Minn. He
and his wife Bernita are the parents of Candace
Joy and Rebecca Lynn.
GLENN VAN EKEREN, director of personnel
at Handicap Village of NW Iowa at Sheldon,
Iowa, has been named an accredited Personnel
Manager (APM) by the Personnel Accreditation
Institute, Inc. Van Ekeren joined the Village
stafT in September, 1979 as its personnel
director.
WARREN GREVING of Taipei, Taiwan
will complete his full-time language work in July
after which the Grevings will await their assignent from the Presbyterian Church for the next
two years.
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JACK SWART and his wife Deborah,
new missionaries of the Reformed Church to
Africa, left for the Sudan last January. They
will be working with the African Committee for
the Rehabilitation of Southern Sudan( ACROSS).
Jack will be involved in the construction of missionary housing and a mission hospital as well
as teaching construction methods to nationals.
Jack is the son of Robert and Morrell Swart,
veteran RCA missionaries in Kenya, and Deb
is from Edgerton, Minn. They have a 1!-1year
old son Justin.

'76

JOHN SCHNEIDER,
manager of
K Products at Sioux Center since 1978, was
transferred to the K Products facility at
Canton, S.D.

'72

DEBRA BOGAARD married Dr. Fred R De
Haan, an optometrist at Storm Lake, Iowa last
April. Debra is a music instructor in the Storm
Lake 'Community School system.

CLIFFORD D. BRUNSTING, Army Chief
Warrant Officer, has joined components of the
U.S. Readiness Command at Fort Wainwright,
Alaska for arctic combat training in Exercise
Brim Frost

LOIS BUSEMAN is a music consultant in
Romar Christian Bookstore at Indianapolis,
Ind Her father, the Rev. Fred Buseman, former
chaplain at Northwestern College, is presently
serving as pastor of a new Reformed Church
congregation in Indianapolis.

DALLAS HYMANS is a veterinarian
at Newberg, Oregon.
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MIKE CLEVERINGA, an employee
of K Products at Orange City, was recently
transferred as branch manager at Canton, S.D.
to head the K Products facility at Rock Rapids,
Iowa.
BONNIE JORGENSON,
Director of Public
Relations at Northwestern College, recently
won three prizes in the annual Iowa Press
Women's competition. Her article on "Third
World Concerns Church" finished second in
a category for non-daily newspapers with circulations under 4,000. In the same newspaper
size category, she received an honorable mention
in interview competition. She also received a
first prize for an adult education brochure prepared last spring.
DICK KAUFMAN recently joined MorningCollege in Sioux City as an assistant director
of admissions. As a student recruiter he will
work in Iowa and South Dakota. Kaufman previously worked for the Sioux City School system
as a teacher and later as branch manager for
Beneficial Finance Corporation at Sioux City
and Cedar Falls, Iowa. He is presently working
toward his master's degree in education at the
University of South Dakotu:.
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RONALD VAN DYKE has received
a scholarship to aid in his study of French this
summer at the prestigious Middlebury Language
School in Middlebury, Vt He will spend seven
weeks on the campus in intensive language study.
Ron spent the past semester taking French and
education courses at Northwestern.
LOIS SOMSEN Ditmer is a registered nurse
at Sioux Valley Hospital in Sioux Falls, S.D.
Her new husband Tim, is a furniture designer!
builder.
RONALD C. LUDWIG was recently awarded
a scholarship of $400 by the United Commercial
Travelers of America. He is currently employed
at Handicap Village in Sheldon where he teaches
educable and trainable mentally retarded students.
MARILYN (TJEERDSMA)
Feekes is a lab
supervisor at the Orange City Municipal Hospital.
She attended the Lincoln School of Medical
Technology after graduation.
MARILYN MUILENBERG.
who became
Mrs. Gregory Zeuske in April, is a technologist
in nuclear medicine at the Deaconess Hospital
in Milwaukee, Wis. Her husband Greg, is a
member of the hospital staff of Waukesha
Memorial Hospital in Waukesha, Wis.
NITA (BLOEMENDAAL)
Savage will
graduate from Northwestern University Graduate School of Management in June with a major
in Hospital and Health Services Management
She has accepted a joint appointment at the
Illinois Hospital Association and Rush Presbyterian-St. Luke's Medical Center in Chicago
and will begin work in July. Her husband Steve
works for Burson-Marsteller, a Chicago public
relations agency.
DOUG DE HAAN is an agronomy specialist
for the Orange City Cooperative Association.
He spent the past two years in partnership with
his father on a fawn. Doug and his wife Kathy
are the parents of two children, Cody and Jesse.

DUANE FE EKES of Orange City will assist
his father Gary Feekes in a new clothing business
at Sheldon, serving as the store's bookkeeper.
He will also continue his present employment
as an accountant for the city of Orange City.

'79

GARY and LEA (MOUW) ('80)
EADE recently moved from Brandon, S.D. to
Orange City where Gary is fanning with his
father-in-law JACK MOUW ('53).
MARK VANDE BRAKE is the new manager
of the Bomgaars Store in Orange City. After
graduation from Northwestern, Mark worked
for the Bomgaars Store in Cherokee. Iowa and
later became assistant manager of the Sioux
City, Iowa Bomgaars store.
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JOHN WEYGANDT,a MFA graduate
student in theatre design at the University of
Iowa, was technical director and lighting designer
for a university production "The House Across
the Street" which was one.of eight shows selected to be performed in the Kennedy Center.
Washington D.C. as part of the American
College Theatre Festival. The show was written
by student Darrah Cloud and directed by faculty member Cosmo Catalano. John had the
major responsibility of transporting.the show
from Iowa City to Washington, D.C. and supervising the one day set up. The show received
positive reviews from the Washington Post and
Washington Star.
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PAUL VANDER AARDE. a recent
graduate in electrical engineering from Iowa
State University. will spend three months with his
parents, Dr. and Mrs. STANLEY VANDER
AARDE '51, in India to help the Katpadi Industrial Institute get ready for the production
of cassette players for Portable Recording
Ministries.
CATHY HOOGEVEEN is a teacher aid at
Handicap Village in Sheldon, Iowa. Her major
was in Christian education.
RODNEY HOP graduated from the Sioux
Valley School of Medical Technology and is
now employed at the Orange City Community
Hospital.
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DIANE HOEKSTRA, a graduate
of Southeast Area Technical College, is employed in the nursing wing of the Sheldon
Community Hospital. Sheldon. Iowa

BIRTHS
Me. ('83) and Mrs. FRANKLIN DE VRIES
Twins: Kristin Dean and Justin Wayne
Me ('79) and Mrs. GARY EADE (LEA MOUW '80)
Son: Nicholas Allan
Me. ('77) and Mrs. TOM VAN ROOYAN
Son: Joshua Jacob
Me. ('79) and Mrs. PAT PHIPPS (TERESA MC BRIDE '81)
Son: Jay Patrick
Me. ('65) and Mrs. WENDALL WIERSMA
Daughter: Jacquelyn Dee
Me. ('72) and Mrs. FRANKLIN DE GRAAF (BRENDA RENSINK
Daughter: Tiffany Joy
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Heuwinkel (JUDITH RAAK '68)
Daughter: Kristine Raak - by adoption
De. ('65) and Mrs. DAVID KORVER (JANICE EDWARDS '65)
Daughter: Kyra Nicole
Me. ('69) and Mrs. RICHARD VAN ZYL
Son: Michael Ross - by adoption
Me. ('71) and Mrs. ROBERT HAACK
Daughter: Heidi Ann
Mr. and Mrs. David Biehl (MARY JO WISSINK '65)
Daughter: Sarah Jo
Mr. and Mrs. John Peterson (MARY VANDER MATEN '71)
Son: David Andrew
Me. ('74) and Mrs. DAVID HECTOR (MIRIAM KORVER '74)
Son: Karlton Jay
Me. ('74) and Mrs. WARREN GREVING
Son: Brett Clare
Me. ('74) and Mrs. HAROLD VANDER POL (LORA VANDER
ZWAAG '76)
Daughter: Brooke Nicole
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Births continued
Me ('75) and Mrs. MITCH BENGAARD

Me ('78) and Mrs. JAMES MICKELSON (KIMBERLY WITTE '78)
Son: Bradley James
Mr. and Mrs. Arlen Moss (RUTH VERMEER '78)
Son: Adam Jay
Mr. ('77) and Mrs. HENRY TE PASKE (KAREN ROBBINS '80)
Daughter: Kristi Ann
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Huisman (VIVIAN VANDE BRAKE '74)
Son: Michael Shane
Me ('78) and Mrs. BRADLEY ROOS
Son: Tanner Bradley
Mr. ('73) and Mrs. ARLAN SMIT
Son: Alan Jay
Me ('69) and Mrs. JAMES VANDER VELDE (GRACIA WYNIA '69)
announce the arrival of Scott Young(Aug. 17,'69 and MattJai(Nov. 16, '72)
from Inchor, Korea. They join Monte Jay and Gretchen Vander Velde.
Jim and Gracia report that the boys are making a good adjustment to their
new family and home. The Vander Veldes own and operate a nursery and
flower shop in Rock Valley, Iowa.
Me ('60) and Mrs. DEAN VAN PEURSEM (SHIRLEY NOTEBOOM
'68)
Daughter: Tara Lynae - joins sister Tanya Lynn, age 8
Mr. ('77) and Mrs. ROBERT KROESE (NANCY NOTEBOOM '76)
Daughter: Clarissa Joy - born Nov. 24, 1978
Mr. ('79) and Mrs. BRYAN HELMUS (DEBORAH MUYSKENS '80)
Son: Aaron Michael
Mr. ('76) and Mrs. MARTY HODGEN (BARBARA TE BRINK '76)
Son: Seth Andrew - joins brother Beau Matthew
Mr. ('72) and Mrs. THOMAS KOSKAMP (DONNA FIELD '72)
Daughter: Nancy Ann

Son: Blake Michael

Mr. and Mrs. Byron Nelson (GLORIA VANDE BERG '74)
Daughter: Brooke Elisabeth
I Mr. and Mrs. Peter Shaw (SHERYL TOPPING '78)
Daughter. Michelle
Me ('73) and Mrs. LEON DE JONG
Daughter. Rebecca Anne
Me ('77) and Mrs. MARK VELLINGA (MIRIAM SOMSEN '76)
Daughter: 'Abby Jo - welcomed by sister Brittany
Me ('74) and Mrs. BRUCE ALDER INK (BARBARA HEYMAN '75)
Son: Matthew Jacob
Mr. and Mrs. James Lipscomb (MARY SCHELHAAS '69)
Daughter: Laura Katherine - joins brother Benjamin James. age 7
Rev. and Mrs. Jack Ritsema (SANDY VLIEGER '70)
Son: David Andrew - joins Jonathan and Sara
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Smit (ANN HIETBRINK '76)
Daughter: Jessica Joy
Mr. ('81) and Mrs. RANDY BRIESE (KEVA VAN OTTERLOO '83)
Son: Justin Randall
Me ('73) and Mrs. DWAYNE INTVELD
Daughter. Janna Michelle
Mr. and Mrs. Adolfo Medina (DEBRA HITCHCOCK '79)
Daughter:

Pamela

Denise

Mr. ('70) and Mrs. BENSON DEN HARTOG (JOYCE UBBEN '71)
Son: Adam Wayne - joins Andrea and Aaron
Mr. ('75) and Mrs. JAMES SIMMELINK (DELORES SMITH '80)
Daughter: Renee Michelle
Me ('76) and Mrs. STANLEY HUP
Daughter: Kristine Kay

NECROLOGY

EDITH BEYERS Roelofs ('31) died at her home in Florida. Her husband
EDWARD ROELOFS ('lI) survives.
GRADUS A. AALBERTS ('32) passed away February 8,1981 in his
home in De Motte, Ind. after a long illness. He was a graduate of Northwestern Junior College and Academy, Hope College and Western Theological Seminary. He had served churches in Holland, Ellsworth and Hudsonville, Mich., Leighton, Iowa and De Motte, Ind. before his retirement in 1972.
He is survived by his wife, sons and daughters and one sister and three
brothers including EDWIN ('35) and ALFRED ('33).

ELAINE KANIS Lubbers JC '40 of Colorado Springs. Colo. died January 21,
1981 at the age of 59. She had been a resident of Colorado Springs for 15
years. She was graduated from Austin College in Sherman in 1956 with a
B.A. degree: Austin Seminary in Austin, TX with an M.A. degree in Christian
Education, and Western State' College in Gunnison with a master's degree
in education and sociology in 1967. Mrs. Lubbers was director of the Youth
Services Bureau at the Colorado Springs Police Department. She had been
an elementary school teacher and the first woman professor at Western
Theological Seminary in Holland, Mich. Her husband, Dr. Egbert Lubbers.
preceded her in death in 1955.

MATHILDA
Sibley, Iowa.

('IS) passed away during 1981 at

ROBERT F. VANDER AARDE ('14) passed away March 20,1981 ala
nursing home in Florida at the age of 86. He was a 1918 graduate of Hope
College.

RODNEY VAN KLOMPENBURG
('59) died in his home in Davenport,
Iowa of a heart attack. He was employed by the State Farm Insurance
Company. He was a graduate of Buena Vista College and a Korean War
veteran. Rodney is survived by his wife, parents and two brothers.

SYDNEY VANDE LUNE ('37) died on April 14, 1981 at his home in
Denver, Colo. at the age of66. He was an Academy graduate of 1932 and
a Junior College graduate of 1937. He attended Calvin College and later
graduated from the University of Denver. He taught rural schools in Iowa
for three years. moved to Denver and served in the business world until 1965
when he entered the teaching profession at Denver Christian High School. He
retired in 1977. Vande Lune had served as an elder, organist, choir director
and as a member of a male quartet He is survived by his wife VIOLA
SCHULLER ('35) and a brother GERRlT VANDE LUNE ('36) of
St Petersburg, Fla.

MARRIAGES
LOIS SOMSEN ('78) and Tim Ditmer
MARK TAZELAAR ('75) and Jane Morrill
KAREN HAGEMAN ('81) and JetTery Miller
MARK BONNEMA ('74) and Eva Strik
JEFF DE HAAN ('77) and Karen Tollefson
KAREN J. HEEMSTRA ('82) and Andy Vander Maaten
ALICIA PUNT ('83) and Tom Beaver
DEBRA BOGAARD ('76) and Fred R De Haan
PAULA UITTENBOGAARD
('8» and Greg Sawyer
RUTH BOGAARD ('81) and Tim Meendering
BILL CALKIN ('79) and Cindy Franken
MARILYN MUILENBURG ('78) and Gregory Zeuske
ROBIN TEEGARDIN
('81) and Bill Moneymaker

G. MUYSKENS

FAWZY T. SIMON ('58) died in a trafflc accident near Fairview, Kan. last
February at the age of 42. A native of Bahrain, Arabia, he came to this
country to attend Northwestern Junior College and later transferred to
Central College. He was president of Consolidated Management, Inc., a
food service company serving area colleges in Iowa and also Northwestern
College in Orange City. Fawzy is survived by his wife Louise, a son Thomas,
his parents and five sisters.
JENNIE JANSMA, former housemother at Colenbrander Hall, passed
away Friday, May 8 in Sioux City, Iowa after a long illness. She had reached
the age of 78. After her retirement in 1968, she lived in Orange City where
she was active in church and community affairs.

-30-

""
~
,

"

\:~

•

"

c-

50 YEAR REUNION,

left, the academy class of
1931, back row, left to right, John R Schoep, Florence De long Heemstra,
Alfred Aalberts: front row, left to right, Joan Bloemendaal Ver Hoef,
Artha Korver Bomgaars, Esther Duven Aalberts. Right, the Junior
College Class of 1931. left to right., Cornelius Landhuis, Harriet Brink
Davidson. and Jacob Duimstra.
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T-SHIRTS FOR
FUTURE
NORTHWESTERNITESI
T-Shirts will be sent to new arrivals of Northwestern alums if the alums notify the Alumni
Office of the name and date of birth of the infantalso the names of the parents. Children born
beginning January I, 1981 are eligible. Larger
"l- Shirts are available for older children at a
cost of$3.00 each.

YEARBOOKS
1980

-

All former students who were on campus in the
year 1979-80 are eligible to receive the 1980
Yearbook. If you did not receive one. please
send your name. address and $1 to the Alumni
Office, Northwestern
College, Orange City.
IA5J04J.

•

NEW COLLEGE
DIRECTORY
The Alumni Association
is planning to publish a new directory of all alumni to be ready
by the summer of 1982 - Northwestern's
Centennial Year. Questionaires
will be sent to all
alumni for information so that the directory
may contain the latest in alumni addresses.
Please give the questionaire your immediate
attention and send back the needed information
as soon as possible to the Alumni Office.

ALL COLLEGE
AND ACADEMY
REUNION
Centennial Year - 1982
4th of July weekend
Reserve the 4th of July weekend, 1982, for an
all College and Academy reunion to be held on
Northwestern's
campus in Orange City. Many
activities are being planned. Further information
will be sent out during the year.

WANTED:
NORTHWESTERN
MEMORABILIA
Alumni and friends of Northwestern
are encouraged to send or bring photographs, old programs, banners, pins,
play scripts or any other memorabilia
that could be used in a display or
Centennial book during the centennial
celebration. ltems will be returned
if desired.
Send to Nella Kennedy, curator,
Dutch Heritage Room
Ramaker Library
Northwestern College
Orange City, IA 51041

Chaplain's Office Expand Services
continued/rom

page 13

to keep them from being immobilized
by their problems, allowing them to be
what they should be as students and as
Christians. "
The college chapel program has been
structured this past year to include
chapels led by students and faculty,
special speakers and Chaplain Sittser.
Important issues were brought up.
Sittser focused on a series from Romans,
and multimedia presentations encouraged students to take a serious look at
mission work world-wide.
The Student Worship Board will

assist Sittser and Cheyney this fall in
continuing these and improving other
new ideas for chapel. "The intent is to
make chapel worshipful and challenging," Sittser says. "We want to
marry the Scriptures to everyday living
in society."
Sittser says some of the changes in
the Chaplain's Office are designed for
better efficiency in serving the students.
"Some of the functions of the Student
Development Office overlap with those
of the Chaplain's Office, so we're reorganizing to put the Chaplain's Office
in complete charge of some of the areas."
But the Chaplain's Office has such
a variety of responsibilities that one
-31-

or two persons could not do justice to
all of them, according to Sittser. Much
of the emphasis, then, in the changes
is to get students meaningfully involved
as Christians in a college community.
The Ministries Board, leadership development thrust and other changes place
students in responsible positions. This
gives them practical experience for the
many areas of community service open
to them both now and when they graduate.
"It is time we resist this notion that
some things, like Bible studies, are spiritual and other things, like community
service, are not," Sittser says. "It is
our aim to make all of life a sacrifice
of praise to God."
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