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RESTORED 5:17
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Not many non-pro�t 
organizations �nd new ways to 
give back to their community, but 
Genesis House has done exactly 
that through its new store, Restored 
5:17. Genesis House’s mission is to 
provide faith-based housing and 
holistic supports for women and 
children impacted by homelessness 
and domestic violence. �eir vision 
is to empower women and children 
to a life of independence free from 
poverty, addiction and violence. 

To emphasize their commitment 
to this mission and vision, the 
Genesis House opened Restored 5:17, 
which sells gently used furniture 
and home décor. �e store has three 
goals: raising money for Genesis 
House, generating employment 
opportunities for Genesis House 
residents and creating opportunities 
to inform and educate the 
community regarding Genesis 
House and the women and children 
they serve.  

“�e Genesis House has been 
discussing the idea of a store for a 
few years,” said Becky Erdmann, the 

executive director of Genesis House. 
Unfortunately, she was unable to 
secure a location until she noticed 
a shop for sale while hosting a pop-
up store at Brad’s Breads and Bakery 
last November. “As we were packing 
up the pop-up store that Saturday 
a�ernoon, I looked across the street 
from Brad’s to see a store front for 
rent,” said Erdmann. “I felt a strong 
nudge from the Lord, like He was 
making everything fall into place. 
I contacted Dale Pluim about the 
store front, we agreed to rent the 
space, and that is how Restored 5:17 
came to be.” 

However, �nding a location proved 
to only be a small part of the process. 
“We started moving inventory into 
the space through the month of 
December, staged and designed 
the store throughout January and 
opened in early February,” Erdmann 
said. Erdmann credits one of 
Genesis House’s board members for 
her help in arranging the store in a 
creative and elegant fashion. “We 
have a board member, Julie Webster, 
who has experience in starting and 
running a store very similar to what 
we are going for at Restored 5:17,” 
Erdmann said. “We could not have 
gotten this far without her help. 
Julie, along with her sister Sue, are 
amazing at arranging the donated 

items in a classy way.”
A�er months of hard work, 

Restored held its grand opening 
ceremony at noon on �ursday, April 
13 at 104 Central Ave. NW in Orange 
City. �e Orange City Chamber of 
Commerce was present for a ribbon-
cutting ceremony, and Brad’s Breads 

and Bakery provided cookies and 
refreshments. Additionally, those 
attending could enter for a chance to 
win gi� cards to Restored and Brad’s 
Breads. �e grand opening was a 
great day for a great cause. 

If anyone wants to contribute 
to Restored 5:17, furniture and 

monetary donations are welcome. 
Erdmann is also looking for more 
volunteers to work at the store 
throughout the week as well as 
a part-time paid store manager. 
If interested, contact her at 
genesishouseiowa@gmail.com. 
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A week of spring weather and espionage

Finding hope through furniture and home decor

PHOTO SUBMITTED
The Restored 5:17 store sells gently used furniture and home decor, proceeds going to the Genesis House.

GAME BEGINS 
ON CAMPUS
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Starting the week of April 
16, Northwestern students 
can expect spring weather 
and spies running around on 
campus. 

�e all-campus events that 
Student Activities Council 
(SAC) runs continue to be a 
staple for NW campus life. 
Last fall, SAC coordinated 
a campus-wide Western 
Shootout. �is year, SAC 
will be rolling out Spy vs. 
Spy, which will be a similar 
activity with a slight twist. 
�is week-long event will be 
fun to participate in, as well as 
something to keep an eye out 
for across campus.  

Spy vs. Spy is a week-long 
water-based game of tag 
played all across campus. 
What makes this game unique 
is that each player has their 
own assigned opponent that 
they are trying to “tag” with a 
water gun.  

Lindsay Hubbell Simmelink, 
assistant director of Student 
Activities, has been heading 
up the planning of this event. 
�e event is set to combine 
elements of other classic SAC 
events, including Humans vs. 

Zombies. 
“Spy vs. Spy is di�erent 

from the event from last 
year, Western Shootout. We 
wanted to incorporate nightly 
missions like Humans vs. 
Zombies!” Hubbell Simmelink 
said.

Nathan Jensen, a freshman 
who is a member of SAC, is 
leading the planning of this 
event alongside Simmelink. 
“�e whole event is very 
di�erent from the Western 
Shootout last fall, so we’re 
excited!” Jensen said. 

While the stakes are 

relatively low, this game is not 
for the faint of heart. “�ose 
participating should expect 
fun, but also some stress. 
Anyone on the spies list can 
be a�er you,” Jensen said. 
“Attackers are not required 
to give any warning before 
trying to shoot, so you must be 
constantly aware. But the thrill 
of the hunt always raises blood 
levels, planning how and when 
you decide to execute your 
target.” 

Amidst the stress of the 
end of the semester and the 
return of warmer weather, this 

campus-wide game provides 
students with opportunities to 
let loose and enjoy themselves. 

“Spy vs. Spy provides an 
opportunity to enjoy the warm 
weather and to channel your 
inner child,” Simmelink said.  

�ere is also an opportunity 
for students to earn some cash. 
Each spy will receive $5 for 
every successful elimination 
they make. “Spy vs. Spy is a fun 
week to test your espionage 
limits, live on the edge, and 
possibly win some cash,” 
Jensen said.

As anticipation builds, 

students are encouraged to 
participate. “I think people 
should play it because it’s 
basically a big game of tag, and 
it’s some friendly competition,” 
said Maddie Loats, a junior 
who participated in the 
Western Shootout last year 
and plans to compete in Spy 
vs. Spy. Time will tell if NW 
students are up for the task. 
May the best spy win.
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The campus-wide Spy vs. Spy tag game will be played with waterguns and include nightly missions to be completed.


