


From her nursing home bed, Bertha Schat told grand-
daughter Aleisa the story of the spelling bee. 

A young Bertie and her family had traveled to the school-
house for the annual contest where, with hardly a hesitation,
Bertie spelled her way to the final round. There was one word
left, and Bertie’s correct answer would almost definitely
declare her the winner, destined next for the state competition
in Des Moines.

Bertie couldn’t imagine leaving Sioux County, where she
was born and raised. She misspelled the word “conscience,”
on purpose.

Hearing stories like that, Aleisa Schat had trouble relating
to her older relatives. Schat is a former model who worked in
New York City, Los Angeles and Chicago, all before she
turned 20. She loves to see the world, write about it and
dance to its rhythms. She found it hard to understand where
Grandma was coming from.

Then she took a class. 
Schat, a junior writing & rhetoric major from Sheldon,

Iowa, took Dr. Keith Fynaardt’s Writing the Farm course last
fall. While researching a final paper for the course, Schat
learned about a farm that has been in her family for 134
years. Gerrit Nijkamp, Schat’s great-great-great-grandfather,
emigrated from the Netherlands and was the first to settle a
family there. The acreage near Sioux Center is still being
farmed today, though the original farmhouse, where little
Bertie grew up, has not been occupied for over 20 years.

A 1983 calendar, open to January, hangs in the small
kitchen of the dilapidated house, marking the time when
Schat’s great-grandfather Ralph Lammers was no longer able
to care for himself and was moved to the house of his daugh-
ter Ruth. Most of his belongings—and those of his wife, Kate,
who had died a few years before—were left in the house.

Family members eventually cleaned out the valuables,
and nature’s elements damaged what remained. Today rem-
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nants of once-active lives are
strewn throughout the house,
which will be torn down
later this year: a Reader’s
Digest from September 1949,
letters, a knitting basket with
yarn still bright.

“It was an eerie feeling,”
Schat says of her first visit to
the house. “It took me quite
a while to get over the feeling
that I was trespassing, look-
ing through their things.
Eventually, I thought my
great-grandfather would have
really appreciated me taking
an interest in the history and
writing about it and trying to
preserve some of it.”

In the bedroom closet,
Schat found a purple dress
hanging next to a pair of
overalls. Seeing those clothes
made the lives of her great-
grandparents tangible for
Schat, who has modeled the
fashions of top designers
such as Oscar de la Renta
and who has vague child-
hood memories of her grand-

father, sick and lying in a
bed, always in his overalls.
She carefully boxed up the
clothes, along with some
other personal items, and
hung them in her dorm
room closet. 

Schat’s final paper for
Writing the Farm became
part memoir, part Sioux

County history—a loving
tribute to her family’s her-
itage and her deep connec-
tion to these people. Her
family was happy to tell its
stories, Schat found, proud
that one of its own was ask-
ing about them. Buoyed by
fond memories, relatives cel-
ebrated Thanksgiving and

Christmas together for the
first time in many years.
When the ribbon-cutting cer-
emony is held for a house
that’s nearing completion on
the homestead, they’ll get
together for that too.

“A lot of them are get-
ting older, so I’m really lucky
to be able to get their stories,
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Fingering dusty folds of dress, tarnished brass buttons
Catch in my palm

Like they did in yours when you sewed them.
A long row down the front,

From modest neckline to modest
Hemline. The dusky purple imposing itself 

upon the burgundy—colors you chose.  
Colors you stitched together 

to follow your shape 
loosely.

To lay against your living
Breathing body.

He kept it here to remember you, he pressed it 
To his cheek.

He covered his face with it, pressing hard.

So he couldn’t forget

The way you smelled
And your stout proportions. He ran his fingers

Along the seams

Your handiwork.

Standing here, rooted to the spot

The closet gapes black

Like a dying man.
The last sigh of the house that now stands

Empty. Your dress.

�

“It’s made poetry 
something that is more
meaningful to me. 
Before, it was just a 
class, and then it became
a way to connect with
other people, to form
relationships with other
people, to understand
their perspectives.” 

�
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because it’s getting to the point where those would be lost as
well,” Schat says. “It’s been cool to find a story in my own
family that’s worthy of writing about, worth preserving.”

While piecing together her paper, Schat had another
project to consider. Professor Martin Cockroft asked his poet-
ry class to take their poems off the page and into a place
where people can interact with them. Schat, a dance team
captain at Northwestern, initially tried to choreograph a
dance to her poetry. Then she had an idea.

On what felt like the coldest day of December 2004,
Schat took a handful of black magic markers and, with the
permission of Aunt Judy, who still lives on the homestead,
wrote poetry on the farmhouse. The nine poems appear on
the outside of the house, the walls inside—even on the refrig-
erator. 

Schat didn’t expect her relatives to fully appreciate her
poetry, some of which had a literal connection to the farm
and some of which simply fit the feel of the abandoned
household. She never guessed that her mother would take
her friends to see the poems, or that the Habit for
Humanity workers building a house on the property would

spend their coffee breaks reading the walls.
“I’ve never had a project that’s had such an effect on my

life or other people’s lives before. I feel like it’s been a good
way to connect with my family but also a way to introduce
them to the things I’m interested in. I don’t think they’re
interested in modern poetry,” Schat says with a laugh, then
adds, “or at least before they weren’t. This is a way they could
connect something I’m interested in with their history, which
we’re both interested in.

“It’s made poetry something that is more meaningful to
me. Before, it was just a class, and then it became a way to
connect with other people, to form relationships with other
people, to understand their perspectives.”

Aleisa Schat has always made her own way in the world.
Now, thanks to two assignments, she knows she has a con-
nection to a little girl who stayed in Sioux County, to a
woman in a purple dress.

As she writes in her paper’s introduction, “I have stum-
bled upon my family’s story, and I am in the process of mak-
ing it my own. I am in the process of giving myself a place.”
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Ofcourse

Class:
Romanian Culture Through Experiential Pedagogy and
Service-Learning

Instructor:
Dave Nonnemacher, director of service learning

Dave Nonnemacher’s love affair with Romania began in
1990. The revolution that toppled despot Nicolae Ceausescu
opened the country to the rest of the world, and as news
spread of the tens of thousands of children abandoned in
orphanages—many with HIV—the thought of Romania, he
says, passed over his heart.

It wasn’t until 1999, however, that Nonnemacher’s inter-
est turned to action. He was director of residence life at NWC
when a woman adopting a Romanian child spoke in chapel.
She introduced him to For God’s Children International
(FGCI), a Christian ministry focusing on institutionalized chil-
dren in Romania. Six months later, he joined one of the orga-
nization’s mission teams on his first trip to Romania.

Nonnemacher has returned to Romania and neighboring
Moldova 10 times since then, either alone or on service proj-
ects with FGCI, including one with members of the North-
western baseball team he coaches. This summer, however, he
spent three weeks in Romania in a different kind of role:
teaching Northwestern students through one of the college’s
summer study abroad courses.

The class partnered with New Horizons Foundation, an
organization committed to providing a moral foundation for
Romanian youth through experiential education. The students
planned and led a four-day adventure education experience
for 25 Romanian teenagers.

Group initiatives, rock climbing and a ropes course
taught the youth trust and dependence in a country where
apathy, suspicion and opportunism are the norm. For the
Northwestern students, meanwhile, concepts covered in edu-
cation, sociology, psychology and physical education classes
were put into practice and made real through the service-
learning component of the course.

More importantly, another generation was introduced to
the great needs that exist in Romania.

Amanda Kirkpatrick, a junior art major from Story City,
Iowa, was among the Northwestern students who participated
in the summer study abroad course. Like Nonnemacher, she
has long been interested in Romania. She remembers, as a 10-
year-old, watching a television program about the country’s
orphans and wanting to go to Romania.

Now she has. It could be, like it was for Nonnemacher,
that her initial visit will be the first of many and the beginning
of a lifelong love affair.

Reading list:
Exit Into History: A Journey Through the New Eastern Europe by  

Eva Hoffman
Balkan Ghosts: A Journey Through History by Robert Kaplan
The Orthodox Way by Bishop Kallistos Ware
Articles written by Vaclav Havel, Miroslav Volf and Robert 

Putnam

In addition to the above texts, students read books and
articles on adventure education and Romanian culture,
including Adventure Programming and Lighting the Night:
Revolution in Eastern Europe. They also viewed the DVD “Days
of the Miners: Life and Death of a Working Class Culture.”

Assignments:
A one-week pre-departure seminar introduced students

to experiential learning, adventure education, social capital
development, and Romanian culture and language. Members
of the class lived with Romanian families and were required to
keep a journal, participate in three guided cultural observa-
tions, and write several papers.

A Heart for Romania

Northwestern students used rock climbing, a ropes course and other adventure edu-
cation experiences to help teach Romanian youth values such as trust and 
compassion for others.



Robert and his wife separated nearly a year ago. A construc-
tion worker, he makes $6.50 per hour and often works overtime.
His wife has custody of their three children. Robert’s child support
settlement was recently set at $510 per month, and he was ordered
to pay $1,250 in arrears (dating back to when his wife filed for
support).

Because he’s already behind, the child support enforcement

agency is threatening to take away his driver’s license. Without his
car, Robert might lose his job. His last paycheck already was lower
than usual because he had to take several days off for court pro-
ceedings. Now he’s behind on his rent.*

Deadbeat dad? 
“More like dead broke,” says Serena Holthe ’00, a

Maryland Legal Aid Bureau lawyer who represents low-income,
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As a Washington, D.C., law student, Serena Holthe became family to Belinda and Martha. Belinda’s family lives off her mother’s $700-per-month disability check, and
Martha’s apartment building is roach- and rat-infested. Holthe’s home was their “safe place.”

Defending
Deadbeat Dads
Attorney seeks to help divorced parents be a more stable force for their families

by Tamara Fynaardt
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noncustodial parents whose
child support obligations
are overwhelming and hin-
dering their ability to be a
stable presence in their chil-
dren’s lives.

Holthe, who was born
and raised in Logan, Iowa,
graduated at the top of her
class from the Catholic
University of America’s law
school in May 2004. In
December she was admitted
to the bar.

Her earning potential as
a top new lawyer is about
$125,000 per year, which
would enable her to quickly
pay off her loans and live in
an upscale suburb. Instead
her new salary is less than a
third of that, and she pur-
posely lives in a small
upstairs apartment in a poor,
multiracial neighborhood of
Baltimore.

Holthe’s journey from
small-town Iowan to East
Coast urbanite began at
Northwestern under the
mentorship of Dr. Bret
Kincaid, a former political
science professor who now
works with the American
Studies Program of the

Council for Christian
Colleges & Universities in
Washington, D.C.

“When I came to
Northwestern, I was typi-
cal,” says Holthe, “not inter-
ested in poverty or the city. I
wanted to go to law school
and become a Supreme
Court justice. Dr. Kincaid
never pushed me, but he
asked all the right questions.
I learned I had the ‘right and
wrong’ part of justice, but
not the ‘compassion and
mercy’ part.”

After graduation Holthe
spent a mission year with
City Youth Ministries, an
extension of her Summer of
Service experience in Jones-
boro, Ark. “That year made
what I’d learned about the
systematic oppression of the
poor extremely real,” explains
Holthe, adding that the expe-
rience reinforced her plans to
attend law school. “Speaking
up for those who don’t have
a voice—that’s become the
purpose of my life,” she says.

While in law school,
Holthe lived in Esther House
in a poor, oftentimes danger-
ous neighborhood of
Washington, D.C. Esther
House is a home for
Christian women who invest
themselves in the surround-
ing community. Between
classes, studying and law
internships, Holthe also
served as the volunteer youth
director at her mostly black
church, growing the youth
group from a handful of kids
to over 30 regular attendees.

This past May, she
moved to Baltimore and the
Maryland Legal Aid Bureau,

which takes an innovative
approach to low-income,
noncustodial parents.

“Child support needs to
be a support, not a sword,”
says Holthe, who, with her
colleagues, is trying to com-
bat the assumption that every
noncustodial parent who’s
not paying child support is a
deadbeat dad. “Many are try-
ing to support their families,”
she says, adding that some-
times it’s at the expense of
meeting their own basic
needs like housing and food.

“We’re talking about
people who are trying to
make their payments,” says
Holthe, “but their child sup-
port requirements—and
sanctions when payments
aren’t made—are overwhelm-
ing.” And ultimately causing
more harm than good for
their families.

In addition to repre-
senting clients in court,
Holthe’s job also includes
child support research,
advocacy, outreach and edu-
cation with community
groups, homeless shelters,
legislators and others.

With her spare time,
Holthe will continue her
passion for urban youth
ministry. In June she started
as part-time youth director
at a church across the street
from her apartment. Building
on the current youth group
of five girls, Holthe talks
excitedly about using the
church’s large building and
grounds as a Saturday gath-
ering place—with sports,
activities and gospel hip-
hop—for the community’s
many young people.

Extraordinary woman? 
Not really, Holthe would

say. “At Northwestern, my
eyes were opened more to
understand God’s heart—
especially for the poor,” she
says. “I think all Christians
are called to serve the poor. If
God blesses you, you’ve got
to turn around and bless
someone else.”

*Although Robert is a fic-
tional character, the details of
his story were drawn from the
cases of real clients Holthe and
the Legal Aid Bureau represent.
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“That year made what
I’d learned about the 
systematic oppression 
of the poor extremely
real. Speaking up for
those who don’t have a
voice—that’s become 
the purpose of my life.” 
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“We’re talking about 
people who are trying to
make their payments, but
their child support require-
ments—and sanctions
when payments aren’t
made—are overwhelming.”

�

To read more about Holthe’s legal and 
volunteer work with inner-city families, visit

www.nwciowa.edu/serenaholthe.
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Baseball 
• Finished 13-33 overall and

7-17 in Great Plains
Athletic Conference
(GPAC) play.

• Codie Zeutenhorst (fresh-
man, Maurice, Iowa)
earned NAIA national play-
er of the week honors on
April 13 after hitting at a
.650 clip, including four
home runs and three dou-
bles. He drove in 19 runs as
NWC won five of six games.

• Dietrich Jache (senior, San
Diego), the Raiders’ all-time
leader in doubles and run-
ner-up in hits, earned first
team all-conference honors.
Zeutenhorst and Ryan
Fisher (sophomore, Star,
Idaho) earned honorable
mention.

Men’s golf
• Tied for fifth at the confer-

ence meet and placed ninth

at regionals.
• TJ Korver (sophomore,

Orange City) was named to
the all-conference team.
Aaron Aberson (junior,
Orange City) earned hon-
orable mention.

Softball
• Finished with a 37-20

record and placed third in
the GPAC with a 15-9
mark. 

• Briefly ranked in the top 25
nationally.

• Stacy Friedrichsen (senior,
Holstein, Iowa) earned
regional and conference
pitcher of the year honors.
Ashley Ratliff (junior,
Anaheim, Calif.) and
Cristin Vander Weerdt
(senior, Prairie City, Iowa)
joined her on the GPAC
first team. Megan McHugh
(sophomore, Missouri
Valley, Iowa) and Lizz
Swanson (freshman,
Urbandale, Iowa) were
named to the second team.
Brandi Redel (sophomore,
Red Oak, Iowa) earned
honorable mention.

• Ratliff, a first baseman, set
a school record with 1,221
career putouts.

• McHugh pitched a no-hit-
ter in an 8-0 victory over
Mt. Marty.

• Friedrichsen earned GPAC
pitcher of the week honors.

Track and field
• Ten Raiders competed at

the NAIA national outdoor
meet. Andrew Ortmeier
(junior, Osmond, Neb.)
placed sixth in the shot put
with a throw of 52-05.25.

Nick Fynaardt (sophomore,
New Sharon, Iowa) fin-
ished eighth in that event
with a 51-04.25 toss. 

• The men’s team placed fifth
at the conference meet; the
women placed eighth.

Women’s golf
• Won the Waldorf

Invitational and finished
third at the Northwestern
Invitational.

Andrew Ortmeier was named GPAC
outdoor track male athlete of the year
and top male performer at the league
meet after setting a conference record
of 213-07 in the javelin, winning the
discus and placing third in the shot
put. At the Sioux City Relays, he won
the shot put and discus, placed second
in the javelin and finished sixth in the
hammer throw.

Springsports

Kyle Van Den Bosch has been named head
volleyball coach and Matt McCarty ’03 has
been named defensive coordinator for football. 

Van Den Bosch replaces former head
coach Mike Meyer ’79, who was at the helm
for 16 years. The new coach will take over a
program that went 21-10 last season and
qualified for the NAIA regional tournament.

“We are very excited to have Kyle join our
staff,” says Athletic Director Barry Brandt. “He
is a very gifted volleyball coach who will pro-
vide excellent leadership for our program.”

Van Den Bosch served most recently as
the junior varsity coach at MOC-Floyd Valley
High School in Orange City, where he led his
squad to a 20-2 tally. Previously, he was the
head volleyball coach at Calvin Christian

School in Escondido, Calif., for six years. In 2000, his team
finished in the final four in the state tournament, and Van Den
Bosch earned coach of the year honors. 

He also served as head volleyball coach at Western
Christian High School in Hull, Iowa, in 1997 and twice as an
assistant coach at Dordt College.

McCarty replaces former defensive coordinator Josh
Bolluyt ’99, who held the position for four years. McCarty will
take over a defense that led the NAIA in several categories last
season. 

“We are pleased to have Matt join our staff,” says Brandt.
“His presence will help ensure our commitment to providing
quality leadership for the young men who are part of the
Northwestern football program. Matt will be an excellent
coach and recruiter.” 

McCarty taught and coached in the Okoboji (Iowa)
School District last year, serving as assistant varsity football
coach with primary duties for the defense. 

A four-year letterman as a defensive back for the Raiders,
McCarty was a three-time all-GPAC selection. He earned
NAIA honorable mention honors his senior year. 

Raiders appoint 
two coaches

Kyle Van Den Bosch

Matt McCarty



A four-year member of
the National Alumni Board,
Tonya Van Peursem ’94
became president in
February. She views her
involvement as a way to
reconnect with North-
western.  

Describe your experience
as a Northwestern student.
My time at Northwestern was
a time of growth. I definitely
grew spiritually—through
classes, Bible study and the
influence of other people. I
expanded my view of God
and deepened my personal
relationship with him. I also
grew in relationships with
people, learning to get along
with others in all sorts of
contexts. Academically,
Northwestern gave me a
good foundation. And I
gained confidence in myself.

What have you enjoyed
most about your involve-
ment with the alumni
board?
It’s been awesome to be on
campus and connect with the
students. There are so many
exciting things happening—
the quality of teaching, the
faith community. I went to
Praise and Worship when I
was there for the board meet-
ing. When I was a student,
there was a small group of
people in the choir room for
Praise and Worship. To see

the chapel filled with stu-
dents praising God was so
cool, because it’s voluntary!

What are some of your
goals as National Alumni
Board president?
I want to make sure the
board is effective and doing
all we can to support what’s
going on at Northwestern.
We also want to bring more
alumni to campus to talk
about their careers and to
encourage students in their
goals. In the end, we want to
find more ways to connect
alumni with the campus and
with each other.

What can alumni do to get
more involved in the life of
NWC and with the Alumni
Association?
Visit the website and sign up
for Net News, the alumni e-
newsletter, to learn what is
happening on campus. If you
are close enough, attend
events, including reunions
and the Gala Auction. If you
live farther away, you can
plan or participate in alumni
gatherings in your area.
Then, send us a photo of
your event. There are gather-
ings of Northwestern alumni
and friends all over the coun-
try, and we’d love to hear
about them! 
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Van Peursem takes reins 
as alumni board president

Originally from Platte, S.D., Tonya Van Peursem works as a learning and develop-
ment consultant for Wells Fargo Education Financial Services in Sioux Falls and
recently completed an M.B.A.



Deaths

Henry De Groot ’34, ’36, age 89, died
on March 27 at Sioux Center
Community Hospital. He graduated
from Nettleton Business College
and worked as an accountant in
Sioux Falls before serving in the
Army during World War II. After
earning a bachelor’s degree at the
University of Sioux Falls (USF), he
completed an M.B.A. at the
University of South Dakota and
became a certified public account-
ant. He taught business at USF for
seven years before starting Dordt
College’s business administration
department. He retired from Dordt
in 1982. He was an active member
of Covenant Christian Reformed
Church in Sioux Center. Among
his survivors are a son and two
daughters. 

Bob Bonnecroy ’38, age 83, died on
May 2 at Orange City Health
System. He farmed south of Orange
City and also worked in shipping at
Diamond Vogel Paints. He served on
the board of directors of the Orange
City Creamery and as regional vice
president for American Milk
Producers Inc. A member of First
Reformed Church, he served as an
elder and deacon and taught cate-
chism and Sunday school. An avid
horseman, he belonged to the Sabre
Saddle Club. He is survived by four
children, including Mary Coulter ’70
and Kathy Meendering ’73. 

Herman Eppink ’38, age 86, died
April 30 in Danville, Ill. He gradu-
ated from Iowa State University and
served in World War II before
working for 42 years as a research
engineer for Caterpillar Inc. He was
a member of St. Mark’s Lutheran
Church in Washington, Ill. Among
his survivors are two daughters.

Phyllis (Mulder ’45) De Haan, 78,
died at her home in Holland, Mich.,
on Feb. 16. She was employed at
Holland Motor Express for 15 years
until her retirement, and she served
as a deacon at Third Reformed
Church. Her survivors include a
daughter and a son.

Bill Schol ’52, age 72, died Jan. 25
in a Sioux City hospital following a
traffic accident. After serving in the
military, he worked in Sioux City as
an office manager for CIT Financial
Corp., an assistant vice president
for Home Federal Savings and
Loan, and a district manager for the
Sioux City Journal. He graduated
from the University of Washington
School for Executive Development
and the American Savings and Loan
Institute. An advisory board mem-
ber of the Iowa College Aid
Commission, he was a leader in the
Boy Scouts and a former president
of the Noon Lions Club. He was
named a Melvin Jones Fellow, the
highest honor conferred by the
Lions Club International
Foundation. Active at Morningside
Assembly of God Church, he
helped organize mission trips to
Mexico. He is survived by his wife,
Blanche, and two sons.

Galen De Valois ’53, age 71, died
from an aneurysm on Nov. 14 at his
home in Colorado Springs, Colo.
He earned a degree in agronomy at
Iowa State University. Following
two years of Army service, he
worked as a county extension direc-
tor for some 30 years, retiring in
1990 in Jefferson, Iowa. He also
earned a master’s degree in adult
education from Iowa State. Following
his retirement, Galen and his wife,
Marilyn (Lyon ’54), moved to Dallas,
where they attended Christ for the
Nations Institute and later partici-
pated in various mission projects.
They also served as house parents
for many of the women students at
Christ for the Nations, and Galen
directed campus maintenance for
four years. Marilyn died of cancer
in 2001. Upon attending his 50th
reunion, Galen became reacquaint-
ed with Nelva (Keunen ’51, ’53) Van
Zyl, and they were married last
June. In addition to Nelva, he is
survived by four children, including
Debra ’82, Karen Michaelson ’88 and
Dave ’89; three stepchildren, includ-
ing Scott Van Zyl ’78; and a brother,
Roger ’45, ’47.

I can remember four short years ago when
I hardly knew anything about using comput-
ers. I was teaching kindergartners and 
couldn’t remember how to e-mail my lunch
count to the secretary! 

By comparison, my 14-year-old daughter,
Jenna, is a natural on the computer, creating
PowerPoint presentations for school, instant
messaging her friends, designing greeting
cards and more. 

Then there’s Brady, a sophomore here at
Northwestern who is working toward a computer science
and math degree. For Christmas he gave me Mom’s How-to
Computer Manual. What a practical and great gift! Now I’m
not calling him at school as often to say, “Help!”

When I took the alumni director position at North-
western, I knew I was in for a very stretching, learning and
growing time in my life. I was nervous, wondering if I could
learn everything I needed to know about using a computer to
do so much of my job. What I found out is you learn what
you need to learn, to do what you want to do! Life is full of
new challenges, but if you have a willing spirit to learn,
experiment and try to figure things out, it’s amazing what will
happen. After all, isn’t lifelong learning what Northwestern
hopes to instill in us?

Northwestern recently launched a brand new website.
Even I can navigate it easily and find whatever information
I’m looking for—and then some. The new site will fill you in
on what’s happening and enable you to update your alumni
information, find classmates, and learn about reunions and
other alumni gatherings on campus and around the U.S. It
will give you a complete picture of Northwestern College
today. 

If you have a computer with Internet access (and
whether you’re a novice like me or a whiz like my kids),
check it out: www.nwciowa.edu.

And after you check it out, tell your friends or any
prospective students to take a peek too, because Northwestern
offers a high-quality education that combines faith with learn-
ing—and we want more people to know about it. We also
want to make sure no one misses out on staying in touch with
Northwestern, so visit the site regularly for NWC news and to
share what’s happening in your life. See you in cyberspace (I
learned that word just for this article).

Alumnicorner

Karen Woudstra 
’79, Director of
Alumni and Parent
Relations

Alumninews N o r t h w e s t e r n  C l a s s i c
C

la
s

s
 n

o
te

s

3 0 � S u m m e r  2 0 0 5



Alumninews
C

la
s

s
 n

o
te

s
N o r t h w e s t e r n  C l a s s i c

3 1 � S u m m e r  2 0 0 5

Laura (De Blauw ’58, ’60, ’61)
Vermeer, age 63, died at a hospice
in Des Moines on May 3 following
a battle with cancer. She taught ele-
mentary school in Tipton, Iowa;
Orange City; and Sioux Center,
retiring in 2002. An avid traveler,
she also sang frequently in church
and acted in community theatre
productions. Among her survivors
are two sons and four sisters,
including Elinor Noteboom ’49, ’73.

’49 
The Rev. Dr. C. Orville Kool, Orange
City, is serving in an interim min-
istry for the First Presbyterian
Church of Paullina, Iowa.

’62 
Eleanor Blankers represented
Sheldon, Iowa, as the 2004 Prairie
Queen.

’64 
Roger Wyngarden, Constantine,
Mich., praises the Lord for good
health after being diagnosed with
cancer five years ago and undergo-
ing nearly 20 treatments.

’68 
Jo Ann Vander Wilt received an
Outstanding Educator Award last
fall. She teaches special kinder-
garten in the Granite School District
in Salt Lake City, where she will
begin her 30th year this fall. 

’69 
Tom Menning retired as chief of the
Albert Lea (Minn.) Police Depart-
ment in March. He served the
department for 30 years and was
chief the last 10.

Dr. Jim Vander Velde serves as the
development director for the city of
Rock Valley, Iowa. He has been
involved in economic development
since 1986. He also is an adjunct
professor at Northwest Iowa
Community College. His wife,
Gracia (Wynia), is the home health
office manager for Hegg Health

Center. The Vander Veldes celebrat-
ed their 35th anniversary last
August.

’70 
Mary (Bonnecroy) Coulter teaches
English as a second language at Rice
University in Houston.

’72 
Dan Te Grotenhuis was named
Outstanding Administrator of the
Year by the Indiana Counseling
Association in February. He is prin-
cipal at Tzouanakis Intermediate
School in Greencastle, Ind.

’73 
John Vande Weerd was named the
Area Education Agency Four
Middle School Principal of the Year
for 2005 and was one of three final-
ists for the state award. He is in his
sixth year as principal at MOC-
Floyd Valley Middle School in
Alton, Iowa. He previously was a
principal, teacher and coach at

Aurelia Community School, and he
also taught and coached at Durant
and Harris-Lake Park.

Cornie Wassink was inducted into
the Northwest Iowa Coaches and
Officials Hall of Fame in April.
Northwestern’s director of planned
giving, he has officiated football and
track for 35 years. He also previous-
ly officiated six other sports.

’74 
Doug Van Meeteren was recently
elected to the board of directors of
Primebank, where he serves as chief
operating officer. Doug has been
employed with the bank, which has
offices in Sioux Center and Le Mars,
since 1981. He and his wife, Jan,
live in Sioux Center.

’75 
Pete Visser is now employed by
Winnebago Industries in Forest
City, Iowa, as safety manager. He
worked the last 14 years as the safe-
ty, health and environment coordi-

nator for Midwest Industries in Ida
Grove, Iowa.

The Rev. Paul Wernlund celebrated
the 25th anniversary of his ordina-
tion in January. He has served for
20 years at Trinity Church in Brown
Deer, Wis. He also is one of the first
four chaplains for the Brown Deer
Police Department.

’78 
Nita (Bloemendaal) Savage has
moved from Chicago to New York
City, where she works as vice presi-
dent of finance for Delphi Financial
Group, which owns several insur-
ance companies and other financial
services firms.

’81 
Curt Busch has been hired as princi-
pal at Central Lyon High School in
Rock Rapids, Iowa. He served as
principal at Fairmont (Minn.) High
School the last seven years.

Junior college and academy alumni from the class of 1955 enjoying their reunion in May were (front row, left to right): Russ
Vande Steeg, Sharon Vande Steeg, Anna Schaap, Norman Schaap, Di Murphy, President Bruce Murphy, Carole (Heemstra)
Kempema (academy), Don Kempema, Henrietta Van Maanen; (second row) Bill Muilenburg, Shirley (Van Putten) Muilenburg,
Kathleen Ludens ’89, Jim Ludens, Connie Duistermars, Verle Duistermars, Arlene (Roos) Lubbers, Charles Lubbers, Lila (Top
’56) Netten, Al Netten; (third row) Marlin Vander Wilt, Judy Vander Wilt, Joyce (Wolbrink) Van Gorp, Bill Van Gorp, Aletha
(Symens) Prouty, Eva (Van Drie) Schutte, Arda (Schroedermeier) Hoffman, Harriet (Moss) Boote, Rouletta (Van Pykeren)
Verbrugge, Nick Verbrugge; (fourth row) Dwight Blankers, Mildred (Horn) Blankers, Irma Beukelman, Eldon Beukelman,
LaDonna (Van Klompenburg) Huisman, Carol (Veencamp) Bastemeyer, Norm Bastemeyer ’51, Myrna (Harberts) Ver Hoef
and Lyle Ver Hoef ’54.
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’82 
Michael Swanson will begin classes
this fall as a graduate student in the
University of Michigan’s School of
Information. He plans to become an
archivist or a historical or genealogi-
cal librarian. In June, he gave a
presentation on the history of the
Dutch in Whiteside County, Illinois,

at the biennial conference of the
Association for the Advancement of
Dutch-American Studies, held at
Dordt College.

’84 
Don Bacon has been promoted to
colonel in the United States Air
Force. He serves at Air Force head-

quarters in Washington, D.C.

Cindy Simmons, Richland, Wash.,
works for Bechtel National Inc.,
which has a government contract to
build treatment plants for convert-
ing nuclear waste into glass for final
burial. She served as a missionary
with TEAM (The Evangelical

Alliance Mission) in Prague, Czech
Republic, from 1998 to 2002.

’85 
The Rev. Donovan Drake, Durham,
N.C., received a Doctor of Ministry
degree from Chicago’s McCormick
Theological Seminary in May.

by Emily Hennager ’06

When Rev. Darrin
Kimpson ’94 preaches on
Sunday mornings, he looks
out on people seated at
round tables instead of pews,
and when he asks the audi-
ence a question, he expects
people to shout out answers.

At Papio Creek Church,
a two-year-old church plant
on the south side of Omaha,
Neb., this nontraditional
approach to church is part of
their goal to take the gospel
to people who are unfamiliar
or uncomfortable with
church.

“From the beginning,
our vision has been that we
would be relevant to non-
churched people,” says
Kimpson. “We want people
to feel relaxed, not awkward.
Here you’re not condemned
for getting up for a refill of
coffee in the middle of the
service.”

The casual atmosphere,
aimed at making church less
intimidating and drawing
newcomers, is working.
From the 12 families that
helped start the church, it

has now grown to about 140
people.

“God is constantly
bringing us people with
heavy burdens,” Kimpson
says. “We walk alongside
people and show them we all
carry baggage, but we can
give it to Jesus and let him
carry it.”

The process of building
these relationships is what
made Kimpson want to go
into full-time ministry.
Though he graduated from
Northwestern with a degree
in communications, it wasn’t
until he returned to the col-
lege as a resident director
that he felt God calling him
into ministry. But it was his
classes at North American
Baptist Seminary that got
him interested specifically in
church planting.

His wife, Pam (Brinks
’97), who also graduated
from NWC and seminary,
shares his passion for the
church and is involved in the
children’s ministry and lead-
ing worship, in addition to
caring for their daughters,
Brooke, 4, and Maria, 1.

“We’re real people in a

relaxed environment,”
Kimpson says when describ-
ing the church. “We’re just

like everyone else; we just
happen to be in love with a
higher power.”

Darrin Kimpson leads a growing Reformed Church in America church plant in the
Omaha area with a nontraditional approach to reaching people for Christ.

Real, relaxed
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’86 
Trudie (Garwood) Van Horn and her
husband, Alan, ranch near Page,
Neb. In recent years, they have
begun an outfitting business as
well, offering guided hunts and
lodging at their ranch. Van Horn
Ranch and Outfitters was featured
on ESPN II’s “Dodge Outfitters
Almanac.” Trudie home-schools and
has recently resumed part-time
announcing at KGRD-FM, a
Christian radio station. They have
four children: Lane (14), Erin (11),
Linzie (9) and Merit (5).

’87 
Jeff Herzberg began his new position
as superintendent of the Sibley-
Ocheyedan (Iowa) School District
in July. He served as principal at
Iowa Falls High School for the last
six years. He and his wife, Wendy
(Stonehocker ’89), have six children:
Spencer (18), Tucker (11), Ellie (9),
Cloie (6), and twins Gabbie and
Sophie (4). 

Brian Lenderink has joined
MEDTEC in Orange City as vice
president of operations. He previ-
ously served as the corporate devel-
opment manager for PSI Inter-
national in Fairfax, Va.

’88 
Steve Grond is the new superintend-
ent of the Boyden-Hull (Iowa)
School District. He served as princi-
pal at Madison (S.D.) High School
the last three years.

The Rev. Bob Rook now serves as
pastor of Peace Reformed Church in
Sioux City, Iowa. He previously
ministered at Haven Reformed
Church in Hamilton, Mich., for 11
years. He and his wife, Holli
(Hayunga ’87), live in Sergeant Bluff
with their three children: Devon
(14), Micah (11) and Taylor (7).

Ted Schultz recently earned first
place honors from the Iowa
Newspaper Association for “Best
Sports Story” among the state’s
largest daily newspapers. The sports

editor at the Clinton Herald beat out
writers from the Des Moines Register
and Cedar Rapids Gazette for top
honors. Ted’s article featured a stu-
dent at The Franciscan University
who ran cross country despite bat-
tling the effects of cerebral palsy.

’91 
Kelly Bass Brown was recently
appointed as state secretary of the
Wyoming Jaycees and as president
of the Jackson chapter. A customer
service representative for the Jackson
Hole News and Guide for the last five
years, she lives just outside of
Jackson with her husband, Carl,
and their two cats.

Bob Lorence is working as an assis-
tant principal at an elementary
school in Umatilla, Ore.

’92 
Israel Jacob was honored by Bank
Investment Consultant Magazine as
one of the top 25 investment repre-
sentatives of 2004. A financial plan-

ner at People’s Bank in Lynden,
Wash., since 1997, he also recently
earned his certified financial planner
designation. His wife, Julie (Vander
Ploeg), is an R.N. who is a stay-at-
home mom for their children,
Lucas, Shelby, Izzabel and Ian.

’93 
Dr. Corey Harthoorn and his wife,
Sharon (Davidson ’94), have been in
Malawi, Africa, since August. They
are undergoing language study and
preparing for medical missions
work along with their four children.

Pam Hendel, Crystal, Minn., is the
associate director of Huntington
Learning Center. She also serves as
youth director at Parkway United
Church of Christ.

Dave Risius works as a home health
physical therapist for Baptist Home
Health Network in Little Rock, Ark.
His wife, Christy, is a stay-at-home
mom.

Mark Vander Zwaag works for the Le
Mars Insurance Co. as a personal
and farm lines underwriter for Iowa
and Oklahoma. His wife, Jodi
(Brooks ’98), is a sales coordinator
for American Identity. They live in
Orange City.

’94 
Chad Brenneman, Burlington, Iowa,
was recently named vice president
of marketing and sales at Pro/Data
Payroll Services, a regional payroll
service provider serving eastern
Iowa and west-central Illinois. He
has been with the company for nine
years. His wife, Abbey, stays at
home with their three children.

Chad Jacobsen serves as director of
youth ministry at First Presbyterian
Church in La Crosse, Wis. In the
summer of 2003, he rode his bicy-
cle across the country in memory of
his dad, who died of a heart attack
on Chad’s birthday two years earlier
after riding 128 miles with him. 

2005 National Alumni Board
Members of Northwestern’s National Alumni Board include (counterclockwise from top right): Dave Hughes ’86, Sherri (Van
Der Vliet ’82) Koerselman, Laurie (Wipperling ’92) Van Engelenhoven, Dean Koele ’83, Dana (Smith ’93) Daniels, Karen
(Hop ’74) Van Der Maaten, Dave Dunkelberger ’85, Brian Draayer ’91, Perry Krosschell ’87, Steve Van Gorp ’96, Evonne
(Vander Wilt ’82) Blankers, Karen (De Boer ’79) Woudstra, Tonya Van Peursem ’94, Jennifer (Van Der Werff ’89) Zora, Todd
Van Wechel ’86, Cheri (Block ’77) Meyn, Dan Van Beek ’92, Marilyn (Tjeerdsma ’78) Feekes, Dawn Huibregtse ’98, Nancy
(Walhof ’87) Landhuis, Laura (Katt ’79) Lubach and Darren Kleis ’92. Not pictured are Sharla (Vander Wilt ’83) Clemens,
Curt Mastbergen ’84 and Clark Scholten ’87. 
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’95 
Giovy Carnet serves on the board of
directors for the Iowa Interpreters
and Translators Association. She
also is pursuing certification to
become an official interpreter for
state courts. 

Dave Haverdink works as an engi-
neer for Jacobs Civil Inc. in St.
Louis.

Albert Okine, Orange City, has com-
pleted his first year of study in the
physician assistant program at the
University of South Dakota School
of Medicine.

Todd Schuiteman serves as director
of corporate finance for Quality
Living Inc. in Omaha. His wife, Deb
(Bandstra ’96), is a performance and
development consultant for
Physicians Mutual.

Dawn (Van Den Berg) Van Den
Bosch and her husband, Kyle,
moved to Orange City last summer
after living in California for nine
years. Kyle taught physical educa-
tion in the MOC-Floyd Valley
School District and served as an
assistant coach in volleyball and
basketball this past year. He was

named Northwestern’s head volley-
ball coach this winter. Dawn is a
stay-at-home mom and a consult-
ant for Southern Living at HOME. 

Susan (Van Rees) Van Geest works as
an associate professor of art at
Dordt College. Her husband, Fred,
is an associate professor of political
and environmental studies at Dordt.
They have a daughter, Julia (1).

Jeff Wright has been practicing law
with the Heidman Law Firm in
Sioux City since 1998. He became a
partner in 2004. His wife, Ann
(Pelzer ’96), stays at home with their
two sons, Jackson (6) and Daniel
(3), after running an in-home day-
care for five years.

’96 
Dr. Elise (Rens) Binsfeld, Blaine,
Minn., works part time as a family
practice physician with the Columbia
Park Medical Group in Fridley.

Karla (Ploeger) Geyer, Clarence,
Iowa, serves as an accountant for
the Davenport Community School
District. Her husband, Tim, is the
technology coordinator for the
North Cedar Community School
District. They have a son, Luke (1).

Kim (Krosch) Rieck, Hartley, Iowa,
graduated in May with a master’s
degree in health care administration
from the University of South
Dakota. She serves as director of
laboratory/ancillary services at
Spencer Family Care-Avera Health.
She and her husband, Brent ’95,
have three children: Jaylin (8),
Kenna (6) and Kyler (5).

Jenifer (Simm) Van Noord and her
husband, Kurt, have moved to
Grand Haven, Mich., where Kurt
serves as youth director at the
Christian Reformed Conference
Grounds. They have a son, Blaze (1). 

’97 
Jackie (Hueser) Budden teaches sec-
ond grade in the Newton (Iowa)
Community School District. She
previously taught special education.

Brad Schelling is the director of
youth ministries at First Reformed
Church in Sioux Falls.

Deb Schleusener is working with
International Students Inc. (ISI) at
the University of Washington in
Seattle. Through ISI, she is helping
international students practice their
English and learn about American

culture, while she shares Christ
with them through friendship evan-
gelism.

The Rev. Derek Vande Slunt has
accepted a call as pastor of
Interlaken (N.Y.) Reformed Church.
He previously served at Owasco
(N.Y.) Reformed Church. He and
his wife, Tina (Jackson), have a son,
Noah.

’98 
Mark Andersen graduated with an
M.Div. degree from Western Theo-
logical Seminary in May. He now
serves as the pastor at Herkimer
(N.Y.) Reformed Church.

Sara Veldhuizen Stealy is a market-
ing associate for RSM McGladrey
Inc. in Raleigh, N.C.

Jon Wester, Victorville, Calif., teach-
es seventh grade mathematics and
physical education for the Snowline
School District.

Amber (Soldan) Widstrom and her
family recently moved to Omaha,
where she continues to work as a
physician assistant in the Pulmon-
ary and Sleep Medicine Department
at the University of Nebraska
Medical Center.

’99 
Allyson (Vander Zwaag) Braasch
graduated in May from the
University of Nebraska Medical
Center in Omaha. She will do her
residency in internal medicine-anes-
thesiology there. 

Nathan Johnson has joined his
wife, Lori, on staff with Campus
Crusade for Christ. They live in
Madison, Wis.

Nathan Kroesche is a supervisor at
the Minnehaha Juvenile Detention
Center in Sioux Falls.

Jill (Schreurs) Schillerberg has been
an officer with the Omaha Police
Department for the past five years.  

Alumni: What’s new with you?
Let us know so we can tell your friends and classmates. Send to: Office of Public
Relations, Northwestern College, 101 7th St. SW, Orange City, IA 51041. Or e-mail to
beeson@nwciowa.edu; fax number is 712-707-7370. Deadline for the fall Classic is 
Aug. 2.

Name _________________________________________________________________
Address _______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
Home phone ________________________________________ Class of ____________
E-mail ________________________________________________________________
Current employer(s)______________________________________________________
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Jason Sniff recently earned a mas-
ter’s degree in educational psycholo-
gy (counseling) at Baylor University.
He serves as the associate director
of residence life at Colorado
Christian University and also works
in the campus counseling center.

’00 
Nancy (TerHorst) Dickmann works
as the marketing/public relations
director for Hegg Memorial Health
Center in Rock Valley, Iowa. Her
husband, Justin, is a John Deere
technician with Stueven Repair.

Chad Fikse graduated from Palmer
College of Chiropractic in October
2003 and opened Fikse Chiro-
practic in Sully, Iowa, a month later.

Emily Gosselink is the associate
dean of students at Covenant
College in Lookout Mountain, Ga.

Kevin Noffsinger graduated with
honors from Logan College of
Chiropractic in 2003. He opened a
chiropractic office, New Hope
Family Chiropractic and Rehab,
with his wife last fall in Denver.

by Amy Scheer
As a resident assistant at Northwestern, Craig Dalen ’03

and the men of Colenbrander Hall would spend evenings
together on the dorm floor, hashing out the day’s learning. 

Lifelong friendships began on those floors, says Dalen,
and much of his education happened there, outside of the
classroom.

Now a resident director at Messiah College in
Pennsylvania, the Mission Viejo, Calif., native has kept his
preferred pedagogical style, and one project has gained
national attention.

Dalen and Messiah student Jordan Windholz planned a
60-mile, six-day spring break hike through Great Smoky
Mountains National Park, located in western North Carolina
and eastern Tennessee, to build the bond of the men who
work under Dalen in residence life.

“It was a time to grow in friendships and learn from one
another,” Dalen says.

The second day into their March trek, the group of six
men had to scale back their goals due to especially cold and
icy conditions. They took a break at a shelter on the
Appalachian Trail.

Four other men were occupying the shelter. One of them
was shivering uncontrollably.

Matthew Schultz, a freshman from North Carolina State
University, was shaking and slurring his speech. He had trou-
ble remembering his birth date. His fellow hikers hadn’t rec-
ognized the classic signs of hypothermia.

The Messiah group fed Schultz hot liquids and kept him
warm while observing the others for symptoms.

After stabilizing Schultz, Dalen and fellow Messiah resi-
dent director Ryan Wilson set out for the nearest ranger’s sta-
tion, which was 12 miles away with some tricky river cross-
ings and steep inclines in between. Six hours later, they found

the station unmanned, but soon saw a ridge runner’s house
nearby. The runner, who maintains the trails, radioed for
help.

Park rangers determined that Schultz was receiving good
care and decided not to go out after nightfall under the dan-
gerous conditions. Dalen and Wilson stayed at the house,
while their friends wondered what had happened to them.

The rangers arrived at 7 the next morning to find Schultz
pink-skinned and running a normal temperature. Too weak
to hike, he was airlifted to a nearby hospital. Meanwhile, the
Messiah group was reunited with hugs and sighs of relief.

In the weeks following the rescue, the groups have
exchanged emotional e-mails and letters. “The letter that
Matt’s mom wrote brought tears to our eyes; she showed a lot
of gratitude and emotion. It was the first time [I realized] how
large this was, how this impacted many people,” says Dalen.

USA Today, the Philadelphia Inquirer and regional newspa-
pers ran articles on the rescue. The Weather Channel showed
video footage, and CNN mentioned it. The group is surprised
at the national attention.

“We thought we were going up to the mountain for our-
selves, but it seemed like we were there for a different rea-
son,” says Dalen.

Rescue by alum
gains national
media attention

Craig Dalen (front) and fellow Messiah College resident director Ryan Wilson were
involved in the rescue of a hypothermic hiker on the Appalachian Trail.
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Dawn (Pulscher) Olijnek lives in
Norfolk, England, and works as a
family life educator for the U.S. Air
Force. Her husband, Matt, is an Air
Force captain who is supporting
Operation Iraqi Freedom in the
Persian Gulf.

John Paul Sundararajan has been
appointed as a Reformed Church in
America missionary, working as the
India-Asia director for Audio
Scripture Ministries. He continues
to serve as director of teen min-
istries at Montello Park Church in
Holland, Mich.

Rachel (See) Valentine works as
coordinator of Dordt College’s Safe
Campus Project, which seeks to
prevent violent or threatening inter-
actions against women; support
them in dealing with unwanted
interactions; and establish policies
and procedures relating to aware-
ness, prevention and support serv-
ices for women. Rachel earned a
master’s degree in counseling psy-
chology at Trinity International
University and most recently
worked as a quality assurance spe-
cialist at Hewitt Associates in
Lincolnshire, Ill.

’01 
Susan Blom, costumer in the Dordt
College theatre department,
received a regional Kennedy Center
American College Theatre Festival
award this January for her costume
designs for The Greeks: The Murders.

Erin (Johnson) Cox graduated in
May with a master’s degree in col-
lege student affairs from Azusa
Pacific University. She works as a
resident director at William
Jessup University in Rocklin,
Calif., and is also in charge of
much of the programming for
new student orientation.

Justin De Jong continues to live in
Chicago and recently accepted a
new position as communications
manager for the state of Illinois,
supporting media relations for the
state’s economic development

How to help your lawyer—and yourself

Before meeting with your attorney about your estate plan, you can do
some things to save time and money. Here are four tips:

1.  Prepare an inventory of your estate. 
Since your estate plan will essentially direct the transfer of your assets at

death, you should compile a list of all your holdings and obligations. What
do you own? How much is it worth? Where is it located? How are the vari-
ous assets owned (jointly, separately, etc.)? List any memberships (country
club, time-shares, etc.). What are the beneficiary designations on your bank,

brokerage and retirement accounts, and your insurance policies? How much do you owe and
to whom?

This will take some time and force you to get all your records in order. But the process
will be instructive and save you time when you meet with your attorney. It’s easy to overlook
some assets, so be as thorough as possible.

2.  Select key people you want to involve. 
Who do you want to oversee the probating of your estate (i.e., be your personal repre-

sentative)? Who do you want to serve as the trustee of any trusts created by your will? Who
do you want to be the guardians of any minor children? And don’t forget about your power-
of-attorney and health care documents. 

You will need not only primary names, but also back-ups in case your first choices are
unable or unwilling to serve. If possible, have two additional names for each position.

Making these arrangements before visiting your attorney will make things much easier. 

3.  Decide what to give family members. 
This can be one of the most difficult parts of the whole process. Indeed, some people

endlessly delay making a will because this step is either too perplexing or painful.  
There are many issues to consider. Too much inheritance may stifle personal initiative

and feelings of self-worth. One child may be careless with money, another disciplined. One
may have physical needs that require extra assistance. One may be self-sufficient, another
financially strapped. How much is too much? How little is too little? 

You might want to discuss this subject with a trusted friend or personal adviser.
Remember, you can always change your mind later. The important thing is to at least get a
plan in place for now.

4.  Determine your charitable bequests. 
Which organization(s) do you want to support with gifts from your estate? Of course, we

at Northwestern College hope you will include us in your plans. Your estate gift will make a
difference and help us continue training students for lives of purpose in God’s kingdom.  

You should also consider supporting your church with a bequest. If designed properly, your
bequest can enhance the church’s ministry while avoiding a negative impact on weekly giving. 

A charitable giving component to your estate plan can have significant meaning to your
survivors and communicate your values in a powerful way. It can also help you establish a
legacy that will outlive your children and grandchildren.

I am available to help you integrate your giving goals with your overall estate plan
and prepare for a visit with your attorney. You can reach me at 712-707-7109 or
cwassink@nwciowa.edu.

Planned givingnotes

Cornie Wassink ’73
Director of Planned
Giving
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department. In his spare time, he
stays active in the state’s political
scene, including recent work to
support the election of Senator
Barack Obama.

Beth (Holznagel) Hautala and her
husband, Aaron, are in their second
year of business ownership, operat-
ing RedHouseMedia, an advertis-
ing/marketing agency and custom
publishing house. They own a his-
torical home in Brainerd, Minn.
Beth sends a warm hello to the De
Koffie Boon crowd and the
Heemstra Frisbee men.

’02 
Beth (Aalbers) Baca earned a Master
of Social Work degree from the
University of Kansas and is now
working for the university’s
Department of Aging and Elderly.

Paul Knudson earned a master’s
degree in sociology from the
University of North Dakota this
spring. He will enter a doctoral pro-
gram in sociology at the State
University of New York at Albany
this fall.

George Kockler left the athletic
enhancement field in 2004 to pur-
sue a career in venture capital
investing in the Twin Cities area. He
also is co-owner of Golf Landscapes
and Sport Surfaces, which designs
and installs custom putting greens
and athletic courts for homeowners.
And he is a consultant for A-Turf,
which installs synthetic grass athlet-
ic fields for high school, college and
professional teams.

Amanda Magnuson graduated in
May from the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln with a master’s
degree in English. Her thesis com-
mittee included U.S. Poet Laureate
Ted Kooser and Hilda Raz, editor of
Prairie Schooner.

Matt Ulmer graduated from the
University of Iowa’s Doctor of
Physical Therapy program in
December. He serves as a therapist
at Madonna Rehabilitation Hospital

in Lincoln, Neb., working with
patients suffering from spinal cord
injuries, traumatic brain injuries,
strokes, and orthopedic and cardiac
difficulties.

Darcie (Van Beek) Van Voorst is a
school liaison officer in the George-
Little Rock School District and the
Central Lyon School District in Iowa.

’03 
Jared Belden earned an M.F.A.
degree in creative writing at Eastern
Washington University. He will be
teaching at Northwestern College in
St. Paul, Minn., this fall. He was
among seven poets who won
awards in the 2005 Association of
Writers and Writing Programs’ Intro
Journals contest. His poem “Engine
of the Ticket Taker’s Pocket Watch”
will appear in Artful Dodge, an
Ohio-based literary magazine.

Justin Denning works as assistant
manager of Sack Lumber Company
in Aurora, Neb.

’04 
In September, Jon Behrends will
begin a two-year term as a mission-
ary to the Czech Republic through
Christian Outreach International.
Jon previously ministered through
that agency in the Czech Republic
during the A cappella Choir’s spring
tour in 2004.

Kaley (Fahl) Poegel serves as the
lead teacher at the Sylvan Learning
Center in Baxter, Minn.

Amy Ropte works at Raven
Industries in Sioux Falls as a web
developer.

Brian Young is serving with the
Peace Corps in the mountains of
Comayagua in Honduras.

New Arrivals
Angie and Don Bacon ’84, children

by adoption, Austin (10) and
Jessica (9), join Donnie (20) and
Alex (15).

DeAnn and Phil Nielsen ’85, twin

daughters from Ethiopia by
adoption, Keisha and Sheila, join
Jessie, Eric, Isaac and Reece.

Kim and Dave Christianson ’87,
daughter, Mikayla Rose, joins
Mark (6) and Jacob (2). 

Dan and Diane (Ohling ’88) Scott,
daughter, Sarah Marie.

Matt and Rachel (Korthals ’91)
Sullivan, son, Levi John, joins
Noah (5) and Caleb (3).

Susan (Stander ’92) and Cory Brandt
’92, daughter, Megan Ann, joins
Katlin (10) and Brianna (6).

Chris and Lisa (Burris ’92) Ciccarelli,
son, Spencer Dean, joins Ally
(5).

Kathy and Chris Godfredsen ’92,
daughter, Anna Kate, joins Josie
(11), Madison (8) and Alex (2).

Heather and Darren Kleis ’92, son,
Corbin Keith.

Robin (Bajema ’93) and Steven
Korthuis ’93, twin daughters,
Karlie and Kenadi, join Jenah
(8), Kolton (6) and Levi (3).

Christy and Dave Risius ’93, son,
Nathan Andrew, joins Allison
(3).

Sue (Reynen ’93) and Jack Shields
’94, son by adoption, Jackson
Robert, joins Sara (8), Julia (5)
and Jace (3).

Dale and Tonia (Bach ’93) Woudstra,
daughter, Hannah Grace, joins
Zachary (4).

Amy (Verdoorn ’94) and Abe
Scheaffer ’93, daughter, Gracia
Diane, joins Elliot (2).

Sara and Dave Haverdink ’95, son,
Dawson Robert, joins Brandon
(7), Alyssa (5) and Cameron (3).

Kyle and Dawn (Van Den Berg ’95)
Van Den Bosch, son, Jackson
Thomas.

Kara (Dirkx ’96) and Trent
Abrahamson ’94, daughter, Jada. 

Charlie and Elise (Rens ’96) Binsfeld,
daughter, Simone Elise, joins
Elliott (3).

Mark and Jenna (Messer ’96)
LaFleur, son, Rohan Jacob
Messer.

Deb (Bandstra ’96) and Todd
Schuiteman ’95, son, Brayden
Robert. 

Dave and Amy (De Boer ’96) Ver
Burg, daughter, Abigail Joy, joins

Joshua (5) and Jacob (3).
Chad and Jackie (Hueser ’97)

Budden, son, Davis John, joins
Grant (3).

Vicki (Grooters ’97) and Mark
Nieman ’96, son, Spencer Lee.

Erika and Brad Schelling ’97, daugh-
ter, Morgan Jane, joins Josiah (5)
and Kaci (2).

Cory and Lynn (Bleeker ’98) Grimm,
daughter, Elizabeth Carly, joins
Kester (2).

Jodi (Brooks ’98) and Mark Vander
Zwaag ’93, son, Brenden James,
joins Makayla (6).

Stefawn and Jon Wester ’98, daugh-
ter, Ella Jayden, joins Faith (3).

Jess and Amber (Soldan ’98)
Widstrom, daughter, Hannah.

Missy and Chris Winterboer ’98,
son, Caden Christopher, joins
Emma (2).

Sara (Maassen ’99) and Curt
Andringa ’99, son, Trenton
Curtis.

Monte and Sherry (Groen ’99)
Koopman, daughter, Lisa Ann.

Kristin (Meyer ’99) and Nathan
Kroesche ’99, son, Isaiah Scott.

Mick and Tami (Kunkel ’99) Langel,
daughter, Leah Joy, joins Alec
(6), Katelyn (4) and Rachel (2).

Karinda (Trumble ’00) and Scott de
Boom ’01, son, Ian John.

Justin and Nancy (TerHorst ’00)
Dickmann, son, Carter.

Greg and Carrie (Chittick ’00)
Dietze, son, Daniel, joins
Camden (14) and Ashley (5).

Lynnette (Van Gorp ’00) and Chad
Fikse ’00, son, Evan Jacob.

Stacy (Bernardy ’00) and Justin
Halbersma ’02, son, Micah
Douglas Ray.

Sheri (Bakker ’00) and Jerod Work
’00, son, Peyton Harley.

Meagan (Morrison ’01) and John
Liesveld ’00, son, Johnny Jack.

Andrew and Kylie (Van Dyke ’01)
Prasuhn, daughter, Rebekah Ann,
joins Trenton (2) and Jacob (1). 

Elizabeth (Heeg ’01) and Tom
Truesdell ’01, son, Aiden
Thomas.

Andy and Ginger (De Boer ’02) Ebel,
daughter, Grace Marie.

Rodrick and Maria (Olson ’02)
Iedema, son, Isaiah Mikkail.
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Marriages
Nathan Johnson ’99 and Lori

Achtelik, Madison, Wis.
Micah Johnson ’00 and Amy

Miclean, Gainesville, Fla.
Kevin Noffsinger ’00 and Brianna

Wolfe, Aurora, Colo.
John Paul Sundararajan ’00 and Katy

Wing, Holland, Mich.
Melinda McConnell ’02 and Ryan

Finken, Omaha.
Tisha Templer ’02 and Bryan

Halverson, Peterson, Iowa.
Melanie Vigneron ’02 and Mark Safly,

North Liberty, Iowa.
Tim Van Gelder ’03 and Andrea 

Ackerman ’05, Iowa City, Iowa.
Jason Grow ’04 and Lindsay Pearle

Harrison, Waukee, Iowa.
Dan Breen ’06 and Kristin

Westenberg ’06, Orange City.

The couples reside in the city listed.

Brennan Van Loo, a senior biology major
from Lynden, Wash., was a student disciple-
ship coordinator this past year. Part of his
responsibility was to encourage prayer min-
istry as we seek to be a campus that “does
things by prayer” rather than “praying for the
things we do.” As Brennan served, he made a
list of some of the times and places prayer
happens on Northwestern’s campus: 

• Before and after exams 
• With discipleship groups in residence halls 
• At athletic teams’ Bible studies 
• With athletic teams before/after games or practices 
• In academic department meetings 
• At faculty meetings 
• At staff meetings 
• When enacted by the Drama Ministries Ensemble 
• Prior to music concerts and performances 
• At music rehearsals 
• Before/after theatre rehearsals and performances 
• In meetings of students of various majors 
• In classes 

• In private reflection 
• In Student Government Association meetings
• In resident assistant meetings 
• In the International Justice Mission tent 
• During Summer of Service team meetings and ministry 
• Before/during/after service projects 
• In a men’s prayer breakfast 
• At a weekly faculty/staff/student prayer gathering 
• At meals 
• At cheerleading practice 
• In Centering Prayer, a bi-monthly Thursday evening prayer 

time 
• In chapel 
• In Sunday night Praise and Worship 
• In the prayer room of the Center for Spiritual Formation 

and Vocation 
• By alumni and friends of NWC 

Prayer is an integral part of all we do at NWC as we
experience the power and presence of God. Please add your-
self to Brennan’s list by offering regular prayers for
Northwestern College. 

Prayercorner

The Rev. Harlan
VanOort ’82,
Chaplain

COME ALIVE IN '05

Look for your Homecoming brochure in the mail 
and visit www.nwciowa.edu/homecoming

• Register online at www.nwciowa.edu/homecoming/register
• Reunions for the classes of 1965, ’80, ’95 and ’00 

• Saturday’s activities include Raider Road Race, Morning on the Green kids’ carnival 
(featuring cruisin’ cars from the ’50s!), alumni baseball and softball games, picnic at 

Jaycee Park, football, a theatre production and more.

Homecoming, Sept. 30–Oct. 2
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by Heidi Friesen ’04

Peter burst into barely
controlled laughter, almost
spewing his spicy Mos burg-
er at my bewildered face.
“Syllabi?” he repeated, then
swallowed and took a breath.
“Lesson plans?” I took his
reaction as a definitive no.

August, and it was my
first day in Shimonoseki. I
was trying to think of good
questions to ask my new
coworker. I wanted answers
that would satisfy the one
question weighing heaviest
on my mind—the one I was
least likely to admit that I
had, let alone find the humil-
ity to ask: “What am I sup-
posed to be doing?”

A month later, I was eat-
ing a delicious meal of
kawara-soba with my neigh-
bor, Bill. Over the green noo-
dles, thinly sliced beef and
shredded scrambled eggs, he
asked me how teaching was
going. My chopsticks twisted
around in the mess of soy-
soaked soba. I struggled to
explain how the other teach-
ers did usually give me mate-
rial to teach, albeit five min-
utes before my lessons, but
they neglected to instruct me
on how to get it into the stu-
dents’ heads.

Bill had no mercy.
“That’s your job. You have to
figure out your own teaching
style.” He smiled. My heart
sank. I fought the challenge
in his statement because it
required initiative without
definition. I wanted a syl-

labus for life.
I came to teach English

to junior and senior high
girls at Baiko Jo Gakuin for
many reasons. Cross-cultural
communication, language
and opportunities for contex-
tualized theatre were pas-
sions I began to recognize in
my heart when I was a senior
in college last year. Serving
Northwestern by reestablish-
ing the connection with one
of its sister schools and pay-
ing off my loans quickly were
important factors too.

Also on my list some-
where was a reason I had
never truly committed myself
to before. I wanted to choose
a context and set of responsi-
bilities in which I had no
guarantee of success if I relied
on my own strength. Teach-
ing English in Japan more
than qualified, so I came. The
trick with launching yourself
off the side of the swimming
pool is that you have to fly
through the air a little while
before you reach your daddy’s
arms. But he is certainly there
to catch you.

To me, piano has usually
meant practicing and polish-
ing a single piece for months.
I have regarded playing easi-
er songs on request as both
risky and demeaning, so I
have avoided doing so. Then,
last October, I started playing
for Morisaku-sensei’s month-
ly college Bible study.

I was sitting at the piano
during December’s meeting,
comfortable with my lack of
comprehension amid the

usual muddle of Japanese
explanation, when the fearful
word unexpectedly emerged:
“Requests?” My hands tensed
and splayed out into anti-
fists. “Ki Yoshi Kono Yoru?” I
flipped anxiously through
the pink plastic book. My
eyes battled a pulsing fluo-
rescent glare for the right to
see the music on each lami-
nated page.

“Silent Night.” Our wor-
ship was beautiful, owing
very little to the tolerable
accompaniment I produced.
The song ended. My fingers
slid off the keys and rested
peacefully in my lap.

When the head of the
English department asked
me to put together a skit for
this school year’s opening
ceremony, I automatically
recoiled. Creating a show
inside the inevitable cultural
restrictions and outside the
necessary theatrical guide-
lines was sure to violate my
theatre standards, overwhelm
my student actors, and dis-
appoint the school.

I breathed in through
clenched teeth. Then I
remembered I had prayed for
this opportunity. I breathed
out through a determined,
delighted grin and so became
playwright, director and
stage manager of Baiko’s first
“Welcome Performance.”

I made memorization
deadlines, scrubbed sticky
props, coached pronunciation
and negotiated with the
Japanese administration on
how the handbell table could

coexist with the play’s dodge-
ball antics. I loved the work. I
had an ensemble. We had a
show. It had the bright-eyed
interest and enthusiastic app-
lause of the Baiko community.

April, and I tossed back
the long, yellowed curtains to
let in the afternoon sun.
Settling myself into the circle
of wooden chairs, I looked
into the faces of my appre-
hensive new students.

“Do you know the word
‘risk’?” They looked back at
me with squinty incompre-
hension. “If you take a risk,
many things can happen—
maybe something bad,
maybe something very good.
If you know you are safe,
then you can take a risk. If
you take a risk, then you can
learn. You are safe here.”

I helped them under-
stand the questions on their
handout, then made space for
them to share their answers.

“What does your name
mean, Megumi?” She looked
at her paper, then back up at
me. She did not know the
English, so we worked her
answer out together.

Grace.

A theatre and speech graduate,
Heidi Friesen is teaching English
to middle school and high school
girls at Baiko Jo Gakuin school
in Shimonoseki, Japan.

Syllabus for Life
Heidi Friesen helps her English Club
students with a crossword puzzle.
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Contact Jennie Smith, director of the Northwestern Fund, to find out how you
can support athletic and student life programs. Phone: 712-707-7110; 

e-mail: smith@nwciowa.edu; visit: give.nwciowa.edu

“Athletic teams become
micro-schools that teach val-
ues and enable students to
be better competitors as well
as better human beings.”

Dale Thompson 
Assistant vice president 
for student development,
head cross country coach 
and assistant track coach

You can’t compartmentalize your life—growth in one area affects
all the other areas. In 23 years of coaching, I’ve seen that proved
over and over. It happens on the cross country and track teams and
in intramural competition. Sport teaches core values such as disci-
pline and commitment and reinforces the importance of not compro-
mising. As one of Northwestern’s sport facilities, the Rowenhorst
Student Center is a place where students grow in life and faith
through the fun stuff that happens in the college years. Your contri-
bution to the Northwestern Fund supports things like sports and
friendly competition that take learning beyond the classroom.

I am Northwestern

A  w h o l e  e d u c a t i o n  f o r  y o u r  w h o l e  l i f e .


