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NW alumnus
experiences
earthquake
firsthand
BY CAMERON CARLOW
EDITOR

As the earthquake rolled
through Haiti it damaged many
things, but in the midst of it all, the
devastation managed to strengthen
Orange City’s community as well as
Northwestern’s.
In the middle of it all
Nathan Blunck, a 2007 NW
alumnus, was in Haiti during the
time of the earthquake. He was
part of a group helping at All God’s
Children Orphanage and a deaf
school in Fedja, a small town 26
miles northwest of Port-au-Prince
and 40 miles from the epicenter.
After the earthquake had
finished, not knowing the extent
of the damage, the team gathered
around a table with the Haitian
translators.
“As the story was being read out
loud, you could see the Haitian’s
heads sink lower and lower, their
hearts breaking a little more with
each sentence read,” Blunck said.
“To see those with us broken and
unsure of what to do next was hard
to bear.”
Driving to the embassy in Portau-Prince, Blunck saw it magnified
in terms of the number of people
affected and the intensity of the
emotion.
“We’re from Iowa; we train
for tornadoes, not earthquakes,”
Blunck said.
When watching people trying to
get help, Blunck saw there were no
lines, just mobs of people pushing
to be at the front so they could be
first.
“We asked a doctor walking
through the rooms if he needed
See “Haitian aftershocks”on pg. 5
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Ricardo, a friend of Blunck’s mission team,
carries a Haitian child to a triage area for
medical help.

60,000: pounds of
food eaten by the
average American
in his/her lifetime
January 29, 2010

Budget cuts lead to faculty, staff lay-offs
BY LEANN JOHNSON
NEWS EDITOR

Last November, Northwestern’s
administration announced that
based on the budget projection for
the 2010-11 school year, NW will
have a $3 million revenue shortfall.
To prevent such a deficit from
occurring, budget cuts—including
faculty and staff lay-offs and
program eliminations—will be
enforced during the next fiscal year
starting July 1, 2010.
President Greg Christy said he
informed the faculty and staff last
November that due to the projected
deficit, the budget cuts for next year
would have to affect personnel and
not just operational budgets. Since
then, the administration has been
trying to decide where these cuts
should take place.
“We worked on this for a few
months. This is something that’s
taken a lot of time and energy,”
Christy said. “Because we’re dealing
with people’s lives and livelihoods,
we wanted to spend a lot of time and
a lot of prayer to ensure that we’re
making the best decisions we can
for the institution.”
The Administrative Council,
along with input from the Strategic

Planning Committee,
Dean’s Council and Budget
Committee, made the
budget cut decisions. Where
possible, they also visited with
department and division heads
to hear their input.
“We tried to make the
best decisions we could by
involving as many people
as we could in the process,”
Christy said.
Personnel Cuts
Based
on
the
administration’s findings,
they decided to eliminate
the position of two full-time
faculty members, two adjunct
PHOTO BY EMILY GOWING
faculty members, seven fullThe administration has had to make some difficult decisions recently in regards to personnel
time staff members, and three
changes and budget cuts.
part-time staff members. In
addition, three faculty positions
Regarding the lay-offs, Christy they can hopefully either find new
that are currently vacant will not be said, “This is a very painful thing employment with NW’s help or
filled, and a staff position that will to have to do. We have so many prepare for fewer hours.
open due to a retirement will not be great people here, and these people
One reason Christy gave for
filled. Also, eight staff positions that are going to be leaving us the $3 million deficit is that while
will be reduced from either full- are people that we value and care student enrollment has been down
time to three-quarters time or from about, so that makes it especially the last couple of years, the number
three-quarters time to half time. difficult.”
of faculty and staff is at the highest
Out of respect and sensitivity to
Christy said that they decided it has ever been.
the faculty and staff involved in the to let the laid-off and reduced“We’ve always wanted to be
lay-offs, Christy chose not to release time personnel know about these between 14-to-1 and 16-to-1 in the
their names.
changes six months in advance so See “Tough choices”on pg. 2

New law has students seeing white screens
BY MEAGAN MCDOUGALL
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

The week after Christmas
break, many Northwestern
students woke up, showered and
turned on their computers to check
their favorite Web sites, only to
get a plain white screen that said
“Access Denied.” Web sites like
UrbanDictionary, CollegeHumor,
FMyLife and TextsFromLastNight,
some of the most popular Web sites
for college students in the United
States, are being blocked as the
college tries out a new filter.
While NW has always
considered what was and was
not blocked on its network, federal
law now requires it to regulate its
network. All college campuses
must block Peer-to-Peer (P2P) file
sharing in their networks. P2P
software is what enables the illegal
sharing of music and media. NW’s
network does not completely put
a stop to this file sharing, and thus
they are required by law to install
a new filter.
“We have to have something in

place,” Harlan Jorgenson, director
of Computing Services, said. “We
have to try to be as frugal as
possible, but also choose what takes
the least amount of administration
on our parts.”
H o we ve r, t h e l a c k o f
administration has led to the
extensive Web site blocking
recently put in place. With the
new filter, each Web site is put into
a category, and the school has the
ability to block categories that are
seen as inappropriate.
“There are new Web sites every
day,” Jorgenson said. “There is no
way to block every one.”
Many students disagree with
how intensely the blocking has
increased.
“I understand that we are at a
Christian college, but there is no
reason why we can’t be teenagers
at the same time,” sophomore
Adam Liker said. “With the world
we live in, it’s not like they are
going to stop us from doing things,
like swearing, by blocking these
Web sites.”
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A new federal law just passed which requires campuses to block P2P file sharing.

Despite the fact that students
have complained about recent Web
site restrictions, as of last Friday,
not one student had called the
help desk to ask for a Web site to
be unblocked.
“Call and ask for a Web site if
you’re concerned,” Jorgenson said.
He also suggested a group be
formed consisting of a few faculty,
staff and students who could be

in charge of making Web site
blocking decisions so that Web sites
that students feel should be allowed
can be discussed.
The filter won’t be made
permanent until July, but for
now students should either seek
entertainment elsewhere or
start asking for special Web site
allowances.
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Acting accomplishments
Four NW students advanced to the top 64 at
the Kennedy Center American College Theatre
Festival in Kansas City last week.
Performer

Partner

Abigail Bierly

Hannah Barker

Kylie Steinbach

Mark Bylenga

Anna Pitney

Andrew Stam

Brady Huffman

Andrew Stam

SAC offers new way to find love

BY SARAH LUPKES

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Looking for love
just got a little easier at
Northwestern. If you are
anxious about finding that
ring by spring, you might
try looking for that special
someone at this year’s Speed
Dating event, hosted by the
SAC. On Saturday, Jan. 30, at
9:30 p.m., students are encouraged
to come to the Hub and have some
fun meeting new people.
The SAC will line up tables with
men sitting on one side and ladies
on the other. In typical speed dating
fashion, each person will have two
minutes to talk to the person sitting
across the table.
“We will have questions
p r e p a r e d , b u t w e wa n t t o
encourage you to bring some of
your own questions,” SAC Core
Group member, senior Courtney
Drenth said. Two years ago junior
Jennifer Nilson attended and said
the more creative questions made
the evening fun.
“One question I was asked was,
‘When we’re married someday,
would you allow our son to skip
school to play video games with
me?’” Nilson said. “These questions

PHOTO BY KATIE BUNTSMA

definitely added some extra
entertainment.”
The SAC has come up with
some of its own ideas on how
to lighten up the mood of the
evening. “For more fun, we will
have brain teasers and trivia
questions throughout the night,”
Drenth said.
Along with providing a place
for students to meet new people,
the SAC is also giving away prizes.
Students can win the prizes by
completing the trivia or challenge
with the person sitting across from
them at the tables. The prizes vary
from movie packs and pizza to front
row seating at SAC events.
“I
would
definitely
recommend going to this
event,” Nilson said, “whether
it is to find love or just for fun.”
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Tough choices impact students
Cont. from pg. 1

student-to-faculty ratio. Before
making these decisions, we had
actually fallen below 14-to-1,”
Christy said.
As for deciding where to make
the cuts, Christy said, “We’ve tried to
make the cuts in areas where maybe
we’ve had more growth in recent
years and where there are other staff
persons who hopefully can pick up
some of the responsibilities of those
who are leaving.”
Impact on Students
Although the administration’s
goal was to make cuts in the areas
where it would have the least
impact possible on students, they
recognize that some students will
be more affected by the personnel
cuts than others.
Effects from the cuts include
the elimination of the Cinema &
Digital Video major and the French
minor. Adrienne Forgette, Dean of
Faculty, has met with almost all of
the students majoring in Cinema
& Digital Video to figure out plans
for them to finish their major at
NW if they are close to graduating
or to find ways where they can
finish up here and with some other
institutions if necessary.
Freshman Kaiser DeKam is one
student who is directly impacted
by the program cut. He came to NW
specifically for its Cinema & Digital

I-Club extends
invitation to
campus
BY JENNA VAN OORT
STAFF WRITER

The I-Club invites the campus to
come to its annual ice skating event
at the IBP Ice Center in Sioux City on
Friday, Jan. 29, from 6 to 10 p.m.
Whether you are an I-Club
member or just interested in the club
and a fun night, you are welcome
to meet at the International office
in the RSC at 6 p.m. on Friday to
get a ride to the rink. The $7 cost
includes skate rental, admission and
transportation.
Sophomore I-Club Core Group
member Jamiella Quinn said, “What
a great way to spend your Friday
night with friends—including some
International students who’ve never
ice skated before! It will be fun to
watch them experience a new part
of American culture and of course,
help them keep their balance!”
I-Club president, sophomore
Wincy Ho explained that the
general mission of the club is to
“learn from each other, share the
cultural backgrounds we have,
praise God for giving us so many
different people and cultures and of
course, have fun. A lot of fun!”

Video major. The program being cut
“definitely changes the probability
of me graduating at NW because
without my major, there’s no reason
to stay here,” DeKam said.
Student Development will also
see some changes due to personnel
cuts. The orientation program will
be put under different Student
Development leadership, and the
responsibility of the yearbook will
possibly be moved from being
under the auspices of Student
Development. Also, the RD
position for Heemstra Hall is being
eliminated for next school year.
“We are reducing our RD staff
by one because we can house
the Heemstra students in other
residence halls for next year until
the new residence facility is built,”
Christy said. He also said that they
will look into hiring an RD for the
new facility after next school year.
Financial plans
Besides the personnel cuts, the
administration also cut $50,000
from both the athletics and global
education departments, and they
adjusted operational funds.
“ I ’ ve a s k e d s e n i o r l e ve l
administrators, including myself,
to take a pay cut for this next fiscal
year,” Christy said. “We’re doing
that to try to save money on the
budget as well.”
In total, $2.4 million dollars

have been cut from next year’s
budget. The administration hopes
that increasing NW’s revenue will
fill the remaining $600,000 deficit.

BY DEREFE CHEVANNES

in his commitment to push for
healthcare overhaul despite several
political roadblocks that hindered
the momentum of that agenda.
Obama once again pledged his
renewed commitment to ending the
“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” saying, “This
year, I will work with Congress
and our military to finally
repeal the law that denies gay
Americans the right to serve
the country they love because
of who they are.”
The president also spoke to the
issue of educational affordability.
He argued that his administration
will fight to increase Pell Grants to
college students and “give families
a $10,000 tax credit for four years
of college.”
The president appears to have
hit the right notes: economy,
middle-class angst, contrition, etc.
With a declining approval rating,
Obama aims to rekindle the hope
and promise of the American public,
which have simmered since he last
captured it over a year ago. He
poignantly exclaimed, “Let’s seize
this moment to start anew.” Time
will tell how cogent his argument
was to an increasingly skeptical, yet
ever-hopeful American public.

“In spite of these
very difficult present
challenges, the future for
the college is bright.”
- President Christy
One way they are doing this is by
increasing the NW Fund by 25%
and by improving the student
enrollment & retention numbers.
Christy said that this year NW had
its highest retention rate in five
years and signs are pointing to a
strong enrollment this coming fall.
“There are better days ahead.
In spite of these very difficult
present challenges, the future for
the college is bright, and that’s
what we look forward to,” Christy
said. “But in the meantime we still
have heavy hearts for those persons
whose positions have been directly
impacted.”
Christy also mentioned the
graciousness and professionalism
of the people who have lost their
jobs. “I just appreciate every one
of them and what they’ve done for
the institution. We will help them
in any way that we can,” Christy
said. “Together we will get through
this.”

Obama gives hopeful message
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

In the wake of a crippling
recession, President Barack
Obama’s main focus in his State
of the Union address was the
economy.
The president sought to
give numerous assurances
that the “worst of the
storm has passed.” Obama
maintained that under his
administration, more than
two million jobs have been
created and a million more are on
the way.
T h e c o m m a n d e r- i n - c h i e f
assured the American public that
the recovery act (the stimulus
bill) abated the job decline that
the country suffered and has
proposed a new spending freeze on
discretionary budgetary items to
reduce a growing national debt.
The president touched on
numerous issues ranging from
ending the war in Iraq by this
coming August, as well as ensuring
that Congress will pass the clean
energy bill, elevating America to a
new global leadership status with
clean energy reform. Healthcare
reform also played a significant
role in the president’s address to the
union. Obama seemed unwavering

OPINION
The Right to Reason: Gay Marriage
Persuading with Pros...
BY HANNAH WATTERS
On April 3, 2009, Iowa became
the third state allowing same-sex
couples to wed. Despite a common
disenchantment with the seemingly
few attractions the state offers, its
progressiveness on social
issues should influence our
fondness of a place some
at Northwestern call
home. Iowa was among
the first states to legalize
interracial marriages, as
well as being a leader in
school desegregation and
allowing married women
to own property.
Six same-sex couples
challenged the Iowa
legislatures’ amendment in
1998 that restricted marriage
to a union between a man
and woman. The plaintiffs
argued that such a restriction
was unconstitutional, because
it “violates certain liberty and
equality rights under the Iowa
Constitution.”
A civil marriage institutes 1400
legal rights and responsibilities
including: visitation and custodial
rights to children, access to “familyonly” services, joint adoption and

foster care, tax benefits, and some
1390 more rights. According to Iowa’s
Bill of Rights, equal protection under
the law is an individual right that
the government must uphold.
Thus, at the heart of the same-sex
marriage debate is the question,
“How can a state premised on the
constitutional principle of equal
protection justify exclusion of
a class of Iowans from civil
marriage?”
It is necessary to recognize
that the issue of same-sex
marriage is not whether
homosexuality is a sin, but
whether it is unconstitutional
to exempt a marginalized
population from civil
marriage. The state has not
been instituted to make
moral judgments, but to
uphold peace, justice, order,
and liberty for all people,
regardless of their lifestyle
and worldview. Allowing
same-sex marriages does
not desecrate the institution, but
recognizes marriage as more
reflective of the constitutional
principle of equality for all people.
Beyond issues of morality, other
objections raised included issues

an area you are familiar with. Or,
how would you react if you were
passing by a political campaign
rally and a person opposing
your view of gay marriage
boldly approached you and
began questioning you? How
would you have reacted
in these situations?
Personally, I would
have turned a blind eye
to the man who was
lost and then gotten
defensive with the
person campaigning.
Did you come up
with similar results?
We have no need to
panic, for the power
of Christ’s blood can
cover this shortcoming.
However, Isaiah 58:67 has not awoken us to
feed the starving soul of
a homosexual, put a roof
over the heavy head of a
wandering drug addict,
or illuminate the dark
path of a lost crook when
w e
mistreat these people. Not to be
dismayed, Christ has offered a
beautiful model of loving a person
with a social stigma with the story

From the Strip
BY HOLLY LAWRENCE

Looking Forward to Getting Old
with procreation. Because same-sex
couples are not able to reproduce,
some argue that they should not be
allowed to marry. As an adopted
child, I am not the product of my
parents’ procreation, but I strongly
believe that my lack of shared genes
does not nullify their marriage.
Further, many heterosexual couples
choose to not have children or are
unable to have children, yet the
state does not require heterosexual
couples to produce offspring in
order to get married, or even concern
themselves with such matters.
Another argument questions
the parenting abilities of samesex parents. Extensive research
conducted by the American
Psychiatric
Association, the
National Association of Social
Workers, and the Child Welfare
League ofAmerica have all concluded
that there is no difference between
same-sex parents and heterosexual
parents in their effectiveness in
raising children.
U n l e s s we a b a n d o n t h e
constitutional principles of equal
treatment for all people, it is
imperative to allow same-sex
couples their statutory right to
wed.

Convincing with Cons...
BY BRETT BUSCH
Have you ever been stumped
as to why God has not opened the
floodgates of his power through
your campus, your church or
yourself while you were deliberately
seeking his face day after day? I
have. I have wondered why the
Lord has not done more through my
campus, church, and self. I believe
Isaiah 58 and Romans 14 offer a
diagnosis and a cure that will shed
light and love on desperate souls.
How many Christians at NW
have frowned upon people who are
homosexual, people who support
homosexual relationships, or people
with social stigmas (smokers, drug
abusers, alcoholics and flamboyant
dressers, people with a strut walk,
etc.) due to our conservative, rural
American upbringings? I believe
our frowns are trapping the light
of Christ that lies within us and do
not reflect the Christian teaching to
love thy neighbor.
Now, I am asking you to take
an honest evaluation of yourself.
Consider your potential actions in
the following scenarios. A harmless
man with a skin-tight t-shirt,
suffocating boot-cut jeans and limp
wrist, appears lost and distressed in
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of the woman by the well in John 4.
Even though he knew her past, Jesus
proceeded to offer her water that
would never run out; the water
of eternal life.
Those of us who have been
accusing or judging those
who oppose your view on
gay marriage must ease
tension, end judging the
other opinion or our light
will be diminished; love
those who oppose your
view, and trust that God’s
truth will prevail (Romans
14:2-4). Christians, on either
side of the gay marriage
debate, can we pick up the
stumbling block of bickering,
judging and accusing and
agree to disagree while
seeking the truth in love on
this pointed issue for those
outside of the Christian
faith? When we do “your
light will break forth like
the dawn and your healing
will quickly appear; then your
righteousness will go before you,
and the glory of the Lord will be
your rear guard” Isaiah 58: 8.

In class today, I zoned out for
a moment thinking about how
I will be 80 years old in the year
2070. That’s a long ways away from
now! I have so much life ahead of
me. I used to think that since I’m
almost 20 years old, I’m running
out of time to do everything I
want. Everyone always says that

the menopause”, sing along with
elevator music, there’s nothing left
to learn “the hard way”, and think
about it: in a hostage situation,
you’re most likely to be released
first.
In your 50’s, you can use
“midlife crisis” as an excuse to go
out and buy extravagant cars, you

In your 50’s, you can use “midlife crisis” as an
excuse to go out and buy extravagant cars.
the college years are the best years
of your life, but I realized today
that there is still so much I get to
experience; every stage of life has
something unique and exciting to
offer me!
Sure, college is the time for
discovering who you are while
having the time of your life and
meeting new people, but in your
20’s you get to start a career and
focus on yourself and what you
want out of life. Maybe even find
that special someone and find
out what it really means to be in
love.
In your 30’s, you’re settled in
your career (and maybe even in
marriage), and hangin’ with your
buddies hosting parties and flying
out to exotic locales with each
other. Hopefully by now you’ve
moved out of your basement
apartment.
And then there are your 40’s!
You’re over the hill; hopefully
your career and marriage are
going the way you want them
to. You can always “blame it on

have more life experience, you get
better at crosswords, and you look
so much wiser with grey hair. High
school reunions are more fun, you
have an excuse to be rude to your
busboy at restaurants, you find
out who your real friends are,
Margarita Monday never sounded
better, and “getting lucky” means
you found your car in the parking
lot.
You’re going on 60+ years now,
the kids are out of your hair, and
you’ve gone through so much
already that you’re not afraid to
take others’ advice (or dish it out
yourself). Your eyesight won’t get
any worse, nobody expects you to
run (anywhere), and you can play
raucous games of Spin the Bottle
of Mylanta, Musical Recliners,
and Hide ‘n Forget Why You’re
There.
Well, that’s all I’ve got so far.
So, to everyone who isn’t looking
forward to the future, here are
some pretty good reasons why you
should reconsider.

Quick Facts:
Civil Union Laws: 1 State
Domestic Partnership Laws: 3 States
Pending Legal Matters: 4 States
Ban Gay Marriage: 19 States
Wa n t t o w r i t e f o r t h e

BEACON?
The Northwestern College Beacon
takes pride in being a student run
newspaper. Anyone interested in
writing an article for the Beacon is
encouraged to attend the staff meetings and contribute their writing. To
contribute please contact the editor at
beacon@nwciowa.edu. All students
are welcome to become a part of the
long standing tradition.

CONTACT US WITH IDEAS OR
OPINIONS:
101 7th St. SW
Orange City, IA 51041
beacon@nwciowa.edu
Or visit us online:
beacon.nwciowa.edu
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iPad Takes Touch Technology to the ‘Max’
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BY JORDAN GOWING
STAFF WRITER

I have a confession to make: I
have a man-crush on Steve Jobs.
On Wednesday, January 27,
Jobs, Apple’s CEO, confirmed
rumors that had been swirling
around the company for years:
Apple was releasing a completely
touch-screen computer, the iPad.
Calling the iPad a “computer”
is a little misleading, however.
Anyone looking to swap their laptop
for the iPad will soon realize that,
just like an iPod or iPhone, the iPad
requires a computer to sync with.
While there has been much
excitement about Apple’s new
product, some critics opt for
describing the iPad as simply a “big

January 29, 2010

iPhone.” With a 9.7-inch screen, the
iPad does look exactly like a giant
iPhone, both in the overall design
and in its software.
The iPad will have many
of the features that
the iPhone
has, such
as full use of
the AppStore,
i Tu n e s , e t c .
Perhaps the most
appealing reason to
consider the iPad is its
integration of iWork, the
Apple equivalent of Microsoft
Office. This package of programs
will allow people to work on
presentations, documents, or
spreadsheets on the go. As an added

Student Voices Paired with
Servant Hearts
These projects will benefit
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
both the student and the site.
If
A p p l e ’s
r e c e n t The students will gain something
announcements are any indication, valuable to put in their resume or
technology continues to expand portfolio, while the site will get
at an incredible rate. Every year more exposure in order to reach a
new methods of communication broader audience.
are springing up and becoming
Sowienski’s goal for the project
available to the general public. is for students to use a combination
Many classrooms at Northwestern of writing and technology to
h a v e a l r e a d y i n c o r p o r a t e d develop real life skills. “Within the
these new methods into their next few years, the explosion of
coursework.
digital media will be beyond what
This semester, professor of we can imagine,” said Sowienski.
English Richard Sowienski is Many of these essays may end up
teaching Audio Essay: Stories of being broadcast over a local radio
Service, a special topics course station.
in the English
To a i d i n
“Within the next few
department.
the production
years, the explosion of
Over the course
of these projects,
digital media will be
of the semester,
the
English
students will
department
beyond what we can
gradually
purchased ten
imagine.”
develop the
digital audio
- Professor Richard
skills necessary
r e c o r d e r s
Sowienski
t o
u s e
and
several
digital audio
microphones.
recorders, sound effects, music and “We’re using a TASCAM portable
oral narration to assemble audio digital recorder. They record MP3
essays.
files as well as WAV files. It’s slightly
The final project in the class smaller than a graphing calculator, so
involves making an essay focusing it’s easy enough to carry and handle
on a student service opportunity. while interviewing someone ,”
Many students in the class will be said sophomore Emily Gowing, an
participating in a Spring Service Audio Essay student. The audio
Project (SSP) which will be the recorders form the backbone of the
subject of their audio essay. Other students’ arsenals in this class.
students will be creating projects
People don’t need any sort
about ministry organizations in of previous skills to take this
their hometowns. Along with their course, as everything will be built
work throughout the semester, upon things learned in the class.
students will record audio clips Sowienski hopes that this course
from their service sites to make an will continue to be offered in the
essay about the organization and future. “Hopefully we will be able
the people that it serves.
to repeat it on a yearly basis.”
BY BRETT MEYER

feature, the iPad will have builtin Wi-fi capability, w i t h t h e
option of a

IMAGE
COURTESY
OF
THETATTYTRUTH
BLOG

A prototype of the new
iPad

3G upgrade for a little price
increase.

Although the iPad was officially
announced last Wednesday the
release date will not be until late
March. The Wi-Fi-only version begins
shipping at the end of March, while
3G models won’t ship until April.
A backorder is expected,
so those interested in
purchasing one should
place a pre-order soon.
The price is one of the most
appealing things about the iPad,
starting at only $499 for the 16 GB
Wi-Fi-only version. Even the topend model, a 64 GB 3G-enabled
model is affordable, listed at a
reasonable $829.
Despite my man-crush on
Steve Jobs, I’m a little leery about
the iPad. While researching the

iPad, I will confess that there wasn’t
anything about it that impressed me
to the same extreme as the iPhone at
its release. Many critics are already
saying that the iPad will create tons
of buyer’s remorse, saying that it
looks great, but doesn’t really have
anything to hold its users.
With that being said, I think
the iPad will still be a huge hit. I’m
eagerly awaiting the opportunity
to get my hands on one, but I don’t
think I will be buying one any time
soon. For those people who want
an iPad, here’s my advice: pre-order
now, guaranteeing you get one.
Second, put iWork on it to make it
more than just a big iPhone. Finally,
give me a call and let me come play
with it.

Curing the Cooped-Up Blues
BY HOLLY STEWART
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Does this frigid weather have
you feeling blue? Don’t waste your
time watching mind numbing
hours of television and harvesting
crops on Facebook. Here’s a list of
things that you can do to escape
the cabin fever before rigor mortis
sets in.
If you enjoy the snow, be sure
to check out the random snow forts
built on the green and in front of
Heemstra. You can also go skiing or
snow tubing for a reasonable price
at Plymouth County Conservation
in Hinton (a mere 30 miles south
of Orange City). Don’t forget ice
skating! The IBP Ice Center in Sioux
City allows for public ice times on
Friday and Saturday evenings. If

none of these things interest you,
do my personal favorite activity.
Grab a cardboard box and find hill
steep enough to carry you to the
bottom.
More of an indoors person?
Main Street Theatres in Orange
City and Sioux Center have a great
line up of movies playing every
day. If you are a country music fan,
check out the concert listings at the
Tyson Events Center in Sioux City.
Want to try something new? Drive
on over to the DANCE Ballroom
& Studio in Sioux Falls to try their
free community dancing lessons
including country, swing, ballroom,
and Latin. Or make use of our
wonderful library and curl up with
a good book.
If you are looking to do something

PHOTO BY EMILY GOWING

Fern girls know how to handle a common case of cabin fever. Freshman Corrine Muyskens
takes her fun to the halls.

IMAGE COURTESY OF RACHEL PETERSON

Freshmen Charissa Thornton and Taylor
Culver have fun in the snow while snowboarding over Christmas break.

constructive on a weekend, keep
in mind the many volunteer
opportunities in the area. One
example of this is Hope Haven
in Rock Valley. Check out their
website for a list of things that you
can do to help the residents there.
You can also read to children in the
local public library or organize a
fundraiser to help provide relief
to the people of Haiti facing the
aftermath of the recent disaster.
Of course, there are always
good, old-fashioned games. Get
some friends together and play
Apples to Apples, Catch Phrase,
or Rummy. See if you can get
everyone in your wing to turn the
lights down and play Sardines or
Hide and Seek. Grab your iPod and
start a random dance party. Walk
over to Hospers and organize a game
of 4-Square, play a game of Chess
in West, or check out the rumored
epic Nerf wars in the basement of
Colenbrander Hall.
Don’t be the one stuck watching
American Idol Recap. Grab some
friends and have some fun!
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Haitian Aftershocks Reach Iowa
Cont. from p. 1

“Hopefully the government
will be filled with people that
want to help,” Blunck said. “The
country can find stability and the
money can be shared more evenly.”
Connecting to those in need
Having been to Haiti six times
over the last eight years, including
once for a summer-of-service
project through NW, senior Sarah
Earleywine has gotten to know the
people of Haiti very well.
She started her travels through
Lifeline Christian
Mission under
the direction of
Bob and Gretchen
DeVoe, who are
currently in Haiti
and have updated
Earleywine almost
daily with the state
of the county and
the efforts of the
ministry.
“In Gretchen’s
email,” said
Earleywine, “she
wrote ‘the people
IMAGE COURTESY OF NATHAN BLUNCK
are peaceable, and
A glimpse at the destruction of Port-au-Prince, Haiti, which was
they
know we love
shaken to ruins by a 7.0 earthquake on Jan. 12, 2010

anything,” Blunck said. “He
couldn’t say ‘yes’ fast enough.”
The team dug for everything they
could through the first aid kits they
had brought: pain pills, ibuprofen,
and hand sanitizer.
Blunck says that this could
turn out to be the best thing for
Haiti. With the corrupt Haitian
government looking out for their
needs over the needs of the poeple,
this could change things.

them and they know God loves them
and is taking care of them.’”
The devastation has brought
over 160 people to know Christ in
Lifeline’s refugee camp alone.
Lifeline was one of the first
distributors of Kids Against Hunger,
which NW has bagged food for
numerous times. Currently the
Kids Against Hunger campaign
is raising food to help distribute
among the children in Lifeline’s
camps in Grand Grove, Haiti.
How to help
The churches around the
Orange City area are helping with
the relief efforts.
Trinity Reformed Church
is helping in numerous ways.
Besides working with the Kids
Against Hunger campaign, the
church is sending two groups to
Haiti this summer to help with
the damage. The church is also
helping with United Christians
International, a ministry run by NW
graduates JeanJean and Kristie
Mompremier.
JeanJean, originally from Haiti,
and his wife help plant churches,
lead devotionals, and work in

Dirty Jobs of Sioux County: Tackling the Snow
BY SARA ADAMS
STAFF WRITER

storms around Christmas, Egdorf
worked 40 hours in three days,
despite his part-time employee
status. However, Egdorf does not
see his job as a burden and divulges
that he actually enjoys the work
that he does.
For most people, shoveling
snow is anything but a luxury.
Egdorf sees it as a way to bless and
help others. He enjoys it so much
that when he is done with his
official work and he sees someone
struggling when shoveling their
driveway, he stops to help them
out.
While the long hours and

difficult conditions may make this
job less than ideal, there are some
perks. While most of us have to
endure the biting cold elements
while shoveling, Egdorf enjoys a
heated cab that protects him from
the cruel frostbite that accompanies
winter weather. It is also worth
noting that Egdorf and his wife are
currently taking some time off in the
not-so-snowy Caribbean region.
Snow removal is a difficult job,
but someone has to do it. We salute
you, hard working men and women
who sacrifice much-needed sleep for
the good of those around you.

Snow: you cannot avoid it. If
you want to eat, you have to walk
through it. If you want to get to
the classes that you paid big bucks
for, you encounter it again. If you
want to attend chapel so that you
can stay on our lovely campus, the
snow is unavoidable. Fortunately,
as students here on campus, our
encounters with the biting cold are
rather short lived, consisting mainly
of small walks from building to
building. Others, like David Egdorf,
have a more lasting relationship
with the snow.
Egdorf and Iowa
snow have been in a
committed relationship
for quite some time.
Egdorf works for
Hiemstra Lawn Care, a
landscaping company
in Orange City whose
services also include
snow removal.
Removing snow is not
exactly a walk in the
park, especially when
it involves getting up
at 2 a.m., when the
city workers begin
working.
The abnormally
large amount of snow
flakes that have fallen
lately has made his
IMAGE COURTESY BY EMILY GOWING
job even more taxing. Northwestern maintenance workers diligently work to remove the abundant amount of snow from the
During one of the large clogged NW sidewalks

medical clinics
in Haiti.
Trinity also
helps with
Hands For Haiti,
an organization
that helps set
up medical
clinics in rural
areas that now
house refugees
from Port-auPrince.
“In this
situation, what
these agencies
IMAGE COURTESY OF NATHAN BLUNCK
need most is All God’s Children Orphanage houses 65 children, but they will daily
cash,” Pastor feed approximately 200 children from the surrounding community.
Jon Opgenorth
more shipments.
said. “The most precious gift I got
“This is something I’m really
was a check from a fourth grader passionate about, along with my
who gave a month’s worth of her son and wife,” said Gabel. “It’s kind
paper route money to help Haiti.”
of a life lesson for us to show our
Orange City resident Brad Gabel concerns and prayers in a practical
is also helping with the relief way to help Haiti.”
efforts. He is collecting hygiene kits
All donations for Church World
for Church World Service.
Service are being taken at Hands
The organization just sent about Around the World in downtown
10,000 hygiene kits to Haiti and is Orange City.
looking to replenish its stock for
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Conan v. Leno: battle for late night gets hairy
a primetime staple. When the icon
stepped down amid struggles
with NBC executives, his last show
drew 50 million viewers.
Leno taking over the Tonight show
was controversial to begin with, so
it’s understandable that he’d take

hard feelings to develop as had
happened between Leno and
“My name is Conan O’Brien,
Letterman.
and I may soon be available for
But then a year later, with
children’s parties.”
the ratings of both shows
This is how Conan began
deteriorating and the Winter
his monologue on January 13,
Olympic Games coming quickly to
2010, amid the curiously
eclipse Leno’s time
circulating debate over the
spot, the network
Tonight Show.
announced it would
On January 7, 2010, NBC
be pushing O’Brien
made the announcement
back to midnight
that Jay Leno would be
and putting a
getting his 11:35 time slot
shortened version
back, thereby pushing back
of Leno’s show in its
O’Brien’s Tonight Show and
place. O’Brien was,
Jimmy Kimmel Live. Leno
understandably
commenting on the time
frustrated at this
change, on his January 11
decision, and he
show said, “My people are
pushed back. He
upset. Conan’s people are
refused the move.
upset. Hey, NBC said it
So NBC bought
wanted drama at 10:00 -- now
out his contract,
they’ve got it!”
Leno was given his
PHOTO COURTESY OF TVWORTHWATCHING.COM
The Tonight Show began Conan demonstrating his hookshot agains Jay Leno. Swish. Falling ratings and the Olympics contributed to Conan’s demise.
old spot back, and
in 1954 on NBC and is the
O’Brien was out of
longest currently-running regularly the slot back in controversy. Back of his fans with him).
a job. “I remember watching
scheduled entertainment program when he first took over the show
Conan took over in 2009, while the Tonight Show with Johnny
in the country, but it’s most famous in 1992, David Letterman was Jay Leno stepped aside to take Carson and thinking, ‘Someday I’m
for its run under Johnny Carson, the considered the easy choice by fans on his own show, The Jay Leno gonna host that show… for seven
legend often known as the “King and Carson himself considered Show. When stepping aside Leno months.’”
of Late Night.” In the thirty years him his successor. Letterman called O’Brien “certainly the
Celebrities and fans have been
he ran the show, Tonight Show was was doing the Late Night show most deserving person for the taking sides, the overwhelming
right after Carson and job” of hosing the show, and said support coming for O’Brien.
was performing very he didn’t want the same type of Theories and questions have flooded
BY JOSH DOORENBOS
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

well in that position. When NBC
announced it would be putting
Jay Leno in the position, who
had been performing as one of
Carson’s sidekicks for a few years,
Letterman left in a huff for CBS to
do a new show there (taking many

the blogosphere; entertainment and
news sources are all out claiming to
have the real scoop on the struggle.
But the question has to be asked:
How long will this continue? Not
this feud, but late night talk shows.
Advertising prices have been
going down, Tonight Show’s format
is becoming obsolete, the late night
airwaves are quickly filling with
competitors. Soon someone is
bound to ask the question: is the
Tonight Show worth fighting for?
And, in the era of YouTube and
Hulu, as Jon Swallen of TNS media
puts it, “When everybody is famous
for 15 minutes, it is no longer worth
15 minutes of a viewer’s time to tune
in and see it.”
The future is in doubt either
way. Who will be the new “King of
Late Night?” Leno, Letterman or
O’Brien in whatever new show he
picks up (if any network takes him)?
Or will the “King of Late Night” fail
to adapt and become a paper crown?
Tune in and find out.

Tennis great Agassi opens up
BY GREG WHITE
A&E EDITOR

Andre Agassi is
considered to be one of
the greatest male tennis
players ever. He had
a Career Grand Slam
(winning all four Grand
S l a m t ournaments:
Wimbledon, Australian
Open, French Open,
and the U.S. Open),
and he’s the only male
player to ever win a
Career Golden Slam (all
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four Grand Slam tournaments and
an Olympic Gold Medal). He was
ranked No. 1 in 1995. He played
professional tennis for 20 years.
And to top it all off, he is happily
married Steffi Graf, who is widely
considered to be the greatest female
tennis player ever.
But behind all the medals,
money, fame, criticism, and media,
and his atrocious dirty blond two
foot long mullet, Agassi hid one
incredible secret: he hated tennis. He
always hated it. And he hated it for
good reason. In the crib, his father
duct-taped a ping-pong paddle to
his hand and built him a ping-pong
ball mobile so that he could start
his illustrious tennis career as an
infant. Agassi’s father also built what
Andre refers to as “the Dragon.” The
Dragon was a customized tennis
ball shooter that shot balls out at
120 miles per hour. Andre had to
return those suckers when he was
seven.
The pressure from his dad to
play tennis made him hate the sport,
and himself. His dad forced him
to go to a tennis boarding school
in Florida, where Andre rebelled

by getting piercings, doing drugs
and growing a mullet. (You gotta
remember it was the eighties.) After
going pro in 1986, Agassi’s career
really took off.
Open is labeled as an
PHOTOCOURTESY OF JOYHOG.COM
autobiography, and it is beautifully Agassi’s book details his career and personal life.
written. The book is in first-person
and definitely carries Agassi’s to solitary confinement.”
consciousness, but J.R. Moehringer
Agassi confesses all his faults:
was the ghost-writer. He is a the mullet, gambling, drugs, and
Pulitzer-Prize winning journalist even his own propensity towards
who has done work for the New York bitterness and hate. However,
Times. The prose is poetic, filled Agassi finds that he’s way more
with tennis terms as metaphors motivated to play with a wife he
for life. He talks about the four loves, two kids, and his charity/
surfaces of tennis as the four seasons school. His story of despair, loss,
of the year, since they correspond and ultimately, redemption, puts
(hardcourt/winter, clay/spring, readers in Agassi’s shoes, out there
grass/summer, DecoTurf/fall). After on the court, with all the sweat and
playing on clay, players are usually hate, and yet, love.
brown. Each type of court has its
If you want a glimpse into the
own way of messing with the spin pressured, crowded celebrity/
of the ball and shoe traction, and professional athlete lifestyle, Open
with Agassi’s mind.
is the place to start. I’d love to see a
The book is about Agassi’s search similar confess-all autobiography
for meaning and for himself. He had from a standout from another
his “team” who travelled with him, professional sport. Maybe a
loved him and trained him. Even so, professional football player (Vick,
Agassi says that “In tennis you’re Brady, Reggie Bush)?
on an island…(it’s) the closest thing

Beach House and
Vampire Weekend:
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By the Numbers
BY MEAGAN YOUNG

2

music you can sink your teeth into
BY JORDAN LANGER
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Beach House: Teen Dream
The Brooklyn duo has been
traveling with Grizzly Bear on and
off over the last couple of years,
and it’s appropriate. Beach House’s
music is just as sleepy, but is
likewise composed and deliberate.
What results is the first essential
listen of the decade.
Because the record is so delicate,
it’s a hard one to describe. It’s hazy.
Make out music, as vocalist Victoria
Legrand has elsewhere deemed
it. And that’s something she can
presume because her voice is very
sexy, somewhere between Kate
Bush and Nico. Meanwhile, Scally’s
guitar slides and resonates, giving a
thick but easy sonic texture.
Together, the musicians make a
lush dream-pop, still imaginative
over a surprisingly varied fifty
minutes. Some might not detect
the improvements over their first
two releases. There’s, of course,
the same Mazzy Star comparisons
that can be drawn here. But this
release brings out the likes of 70’s
AM radio (i.e. Fleetwood Mac),
and 50’s soul (especially on “Real
Love”). Standouts like “Zebra”
and “Norway” benefit from a faster
tempo. “10 Mile Stereo” recalls the
darker tones of Fleet Foxes. In terms
of pace, “Walk In the Park” parallels
Feist’s track of nearly the same title,
and could certainly have the same

iTunes love effect.
The year is far from ripe, but I
will say already that this release
will be somewhere at the top of my
2010 favorites.
Beach House will be visiting
not-too-distant Omaha on April 5.
They’ll be playing at The Waiting
Room. If you consider yourself rad,
you’ll pick up a ticket at the venue
website.
Vampire Weekend: Contra
In early 2007, a blue CD-R
circulated and Vampire Weekend
became a blog sensation before the
packaged debut even reached music
distributors. Three years later, their
sophomore album’s achieved the
top spot in national sales and is,
ironically, as indie as ever.
It’s not as immediate as the
debut, but repeated listens are
rewarding. There’s still the Afropop riffs, the ska influence, the
harpsichord, and Ezra Koenig’s
light, naïve voice. But the songs
are more dense and complicated
this time: M.I.A. samples and
Nintendo textures (“Diplomat’s
Son”), autotune (“California
English”), and synths that recall
the R&B of bandmate’s recent side
project. They’ve also sped things
up a bit with “California
English” and punky first
single, “Cousins.” The latter
makes past singles “Oxford
Comma” and “Mansard Roof”
feel like elevator music.

Not-so-Lovely Bones
BY LISA WALTERS

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Whatever was left of “Marky Mark”
Wahlberg’s rapper image was quickly
rendered to play a dull yet determined
father in the movie, “The Lovely
Bones.” Anyone who is brave enough
to also admit seeing Wahlberg’s last
film appearance in, “The Happening,”
would be quick to say that “Marky
Mark,” after this film, is slowly losing
his “Good Vibrations.”
“The Lovely Bones” is essentially
written as a film about a young girl,
Susie Salmon, who was brutally
murdered and is watching her family
and murderer from “heaven.” The
production design was artistic to say
the least —well that is if you desired
to see a film made by M. Night
Shyamalan in collaboration with My
Little Pony. During the film I couldn’t
help but turn from my seat in the
audience to see the confused reactions
of my fellow movie-goers as the film
began to dig deep into the enchanting
world of Salmon’s heaven.
One might argue by saying that this
film is one of pure brilliance and artistry.

The number op golf balls
on the moon

6

lbs.

is the average amount of
skin a human has

12.5

miles

miles a typist’s fingers
travel in an average day
PHOTO COURTESY OF MOMENTOFFAILURE.COM

Vampire Weekend’s sophomore album Contra, shows musical maturation for the Columbia quartet.

Even with the added complexities,
the tracks never feel bloated or
gimmicky. Tracks like “Horchata”
and “White Sky” retain the precise,
sunshiny spirit of their debut. Even
their meeker tracks (“Taxi Cab” and
“I Think Ur a Contra”) go down
easy.
Alsomakingitsreturninthesequel
is the white-collar pretense bashed
by clusters of the blogosphere.
I can just picture the Columbia
University grads huddled around
an Oxford dictionary in pursuit of
words that rhyme with “horchata”
(“balaclava,” “aranciata,” and
“Masada” were chosen).
But, frankly, it’s a quibble that
has no business deterring potential
listeners. It’s clear that their

In fact, the film has already been
getting “Oscar buzz,” and has
PHOTO BY KATIE BUNTSMA
won several awards. So what Lovley Bones left with a lonely feeling in an empty theatre.
is it that is making this film so
irresistible? Director Peter Jackson, Wears Prada,” portrayed the cruel and
best known for his work in the Lord disturbing murderer in this film. It
of the Rings trilogy, is not one known was difficult to imagine the Pradato create apathetic exhibitions in his wearing Tucci, now as a serial killer.
films. His abstract imagery in “The Tucci pulled off the typical stereotype
Lovely Bones,” is something that is still of a serial killer by sporting the
impressive, no matter how strange the “stash” and oversized glasses, plus
content may be.
a few extra pounds for the ultimate
Jackson probably could have creeper combo. If the point was for
concentrated a little less on the the audience to be completely and
“dazzling” imagery of this film, utterly disturbed by the end of the
and focused more time into creating two and a half hour film, which I’m
a better structure. In my personal convinced it was, then I would give
opinion, the life of the film died when his performance an A+.
Susie Salmon died, ten minutes into
The contrast between the
the movie. Throughout the film I depressing majority of the movie,
was waiting for Chris Hansen, from and the strange yet blissful
Dateline’s “To Catch A Predator” to imagery of “heaven,” made this
come on the screen and end it already. film’s transitions confusing and
The plot seemed to drag on and the choppy, to put it plainly. I don’t
horrifying storyline became more and even blame the couple in front of
more painful to sit through.
me for leaving the theater to go see
Stanley Tucci, most recently known “Alvin and the Chipmunks 2: The
for his flamboyant portrayal of Squeakquel,” and that says a lot
Meryl Streep’s assistant in “The Devil right there.

“education” was used in other ways
here—namely, in synthesizing even
more influences. Even if you can’t
take it in all at once, it’s for good
reason. They’ve expanded. And
that’s the sort of effort you want in
a follow-up.

13

seconds
the longest flight
of a chicken

14,000 tons
garbage dumped into
Fresh Kills, a Ny landfill
each day

campus
QUOTES

“This is Iowa, there’s a lot of things up here that are nasty.”
- Sophomore Andrew Lovgren talking about manure and dirty jobs
“A strange lady to our left wipes out and belly flops on the
sidewalk. OUCH! She continues to lay there lethargically, not
moving, so we press on.”
- Senior Anna Anderson recounting her first day on the
Chicago Semester
“You want to be tender, gentle and loving to your wife, not
‘Slam, Bam, thank you ma’am’.”
- Professor of Philosophy Don Wacome when discussing a poem
about sex
Send your Campus Quotes, with context, to beacon@nwciowa.edu.
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Scoreboard

BASKETBALL
Women
NWC............................................90
Midland........................................74
Men
NWC............................................88
Midland........................................84

Men
60-meter hurdles: Sauter, 1st (8.32)
60-meter dash: Hammack, 2nd (7.22)

TRACK
Women
60-meter hurdles: Dietrich, 2nd
(9.79); Bowar 3rd (10.31)
5000-meter: Carlson, 3rd (19:27.4)

NWC............................................16
Morningside..................................21

WRESTLING
NWC............................................18
Dana.............................................21

NWC............................................51
MN West CC..................................0

Wrestlers dominate MN West CC
BY HEIDI HILDEBRANDT
SPORTS EDITOR

over his opponent in 2:16. The only
decision of the night came from
freshman Stanley Fleming, who
won a 5-0 decision at 197-pounds.
Junior Brad Hughes finished with a
fall in 2:59, as NW won 51-0.
The Raider wrestlers will compete
in the GPAC Championships on
Saturday in Sioux City at 9:00 a.m.

PHOTO BY EMILY GOWING

Freshman Taylor Hoekstra, sophomore Parker Moore, senior Kyle Sauter, and freshman Brandon Hammack sprint to the finish in the
200-meter dash at the Dordt meet on Jan. 16.

Track and Field Teams Compete at Graphic Edge Invite

The Red Raider wrestling
BY HILLARY AEIKENS
team came out with a dominating
STAFF WRITER
performance against Minnesota
On Saturday, Jan. 23, the
West Community College, scoring
R
a
iders competed at the
all six points possible in all but two
University
of South Dakota
weight classes.
in
Vermillion
against nine
Freshman Angelo Quintana
o
t
h
er teams,
came out quick in the
many
of which
125-pound weight class,
pinning his opponent in 4:05.
were conference
Fellow freshmen Pedro Ruiz
opponents. Despite
(141 pounds) and Jerod Flores
the negative
(149) followed up with wins
weather forecast,
by fall as well, pinning their
Northwestern
opponents in 5:37 and 0:51,
showed up ready
respectively. MN West gave
to perform after
up forfeits in the 133, 157 and
coming out of
165-pound weight classes,
a strong season
and the 174-pound class was
debut on Jan. 16.
open for both teams.
A number of
Northwestern continued
the team’s athletes
rolling in the 184-pound
placed among
PHOTO COURTESY OF MICHELLE McALPINE
weight class with freshman Freshman Pedro Ruiz works his Morningside opponent on the home
the top five in
Luke Evjen recording a fall wrestling meet last Saturday.
the DakotaDome.

PLAYER PROFILE

Curtis Bomgaars

BY KRISTIN KOOIMA
STAFF WRITER

Curtis Bomgaars grew up with baseball. He watched
his dad play fast pitch, his sister play softball, and his
brother play baseball. After that, it just seemed natural.
In his words, “when it saturates both your genes and
your environment that much, I guess it’s what you end
up doing.”
Two summers ago, Bomgaars had the chance to go
on a baseball mission trip to Maldova. In Maldova,
they hung out with kids and played baseball with
them while spreading God’s word. Some of his favorite
baseball memories are from this trip. He said the impact
they had on the people there was incredible. There
were kids running around in Northwestern baseball
attire and a one room museum with pictures of past
Northwestern baseball players and memorabilia in
it. “It was unexpected to travel thousands of miles

Similar to last Saturday, junior
Stacey Dietrich and sophomore
Shannon Bowar were second and
third, respectively, in the 60-meter
hurdles. Dietrich ran a time of
9.79 seconds and Bowar had a
time of 10.31.
In the men’s division, senior
Kyle Sauter and freshman
Brandon Hammack repeated
their top-five performances as
well. Sauter took first place in
the 60-meter hurdles running
at 8.32, which qualified him for
nationals. Hammack came in
second in the 60-meter dash with
a time of 7.22.
Other members of the team
finishing in the top five included
senior Ingrid Carlson who ran
the 5000-meter run in 19:27.4,
placing her third overall. The
women’s 4x400-meter team also

sprinted into third place with
a time of 4:16.51. Taking fourth
place in the women’s pole vault
was sophomore Jackie Brooks,
leaping to a height of 9’8”. The
men’s 4x400-meter team finished
second with a time of 3:32.03.
Head coach Nate Wolf was
pleased with the Raiders and
stated, “The team performed
well. We took a small portion of
the squad due to entry limits at
the meet. It was a good second
meet for us. We competed well
against some bigger NCAA
Divion I schools like University
of North Dakota, South Dakota
State, and University of South
Dakota, along with Division II
schools like Augustana.”
Next Saturday, Jan. 30, the
Raiders will compete at the MSU
Open in Mankato, MN.

“I’ll wait on that change-up to simply put it
in play...until I can feel God taking control of
my swing again, and he hits that home run
I’ve been waiting so long for.”

away, to Eastern Europe, and see the impact of former
Northwestern baseball players and know that we were
leaving our mark with them.”
Baseball, for Bomgaars, is more than just a game. It
is an act of worship. “When a batter’s timing is on, and
he successfully anticipates what type of pitch is being
thrown, there is no greater feeling in the world. It’s like
I’m not even in control. It’s a divine experience.” Baseball
is all about rhythm and timing. If one doesn’t have his
timing down, there is really no chance for success. When
that timing is off, a player gets in a slump. One slump,
in particular, sticks out in Bomgaars’s mind. When he
was a sophomore he didn’t get a hit in what seemed to
be 20 games. It got so bad, his mom Googled “how to
get out of a slump” and printed out pages for him to
look at. “Thanks mom,” said Bomgaars.
Well, Bomgaars eventually came out of his slump,
like all baseball players do. But, he learned something

from it. He found himself searching
inward and looking back to where
he started before the slump began,
trying to find that rhythm back.
It’s like faith. “I’ll drive that inside
curve ball foul, fight off that high
fastball, and wait on that changeup to simply put it in play until
I get my rhythm back, until I can
feel God taking control of my swing
again, and he hits that home run I’ve
been waiting so long for.”
Bomgaars is a senior from Orange
City and a Business Administration
major with a concentration in Finance.
Upon graduation he plans to dominate
the job market and travel the world.

