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OC Arts Council is slammin’

BY SARAH KUGLER
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Aggressive, impassioned tear-
jerking, heart-wrenching, gut-
busting, awe-inspiring words.
Slam Poetry. It’s simple:

(1)Write three poems. They
must be original but do not need
to be “new”. (2)Attend a poetry
slam. (3)Read your poems aloud
to fellow poetry lovers.

Well, admittedly, it’s slightly
more complex than that. There
are scores and rounds as well as
points involved, but those are
not the important parts of slam
poetry. What matters in slam are
the words and the people.

Slam poems grow from
passion. Often expressing
the author’s intense emotions
about a subject, slams lend
themselves to direct language,
complex metaphor and personal
experience. Many poets write

about injustice, love and pain —
topics that catch audience interest
and make bold statements.
Slam may not be the venue
for your sweet, end-rhymed
couplets (not to discourage
fans of form or structure): not
because they’re bad, but because
slam, as a preformative art form
constrained by time, generally
works best when it immediately
grabs the audience. Whether
spouting furious spondees on
worker’srights or threading tight
quatrains both tight and tender,
a poetry slam really lends itself
to any form of poetry. As long as
the words are coupled with an
energetic, impassioned reading,
that is. Slam is (arguably) just as
much about the person saying
the words as it is about the
stanzas themselves; a poor poem
paired with a charismatic reader
can still shine. So if you doubt

those quickly scribbled, brash
words bragging about your
mathematical prowess, never
fear! Stand up and read with
confidence; it’s about you as
much as the words.

On March 20 at 8 p.m., there
willbe a poetry slam at De Koffee
Boon in Orange City. It’s co-
sponsored by the Orange City Arts
Council and the Northwestern
College English Department, and
Professor Bob Hubbard of the NW
Theatre Department will emcee.
Following the slam (around 10
p-m.), indie folk band Bella Ruse
of Minneapolis will perform. All
are welcome to attend and to
slam. Slammers, a few notices:

-Poems must be rated PG.

-Poems must not exceed three
minutes in length.

-Everyone is eligible and
welcome for the first round.
Elimination begins in subsequent

Over the river and into the woods
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Renee Ausborn and Karen Barker, Rapunzel and the Witch, actimmaculately.

BY SARAH KUGLER
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

“Once upon a time!” begins
Into the Woods, the theatre
department’s first spring
semester production. Thismusical,
set in a fairy-tale world of curses,
witches and adventures, primarily
follows the path of a poor baker
and his wife. In their journey to
have a child and later to protect
that child, the pair encounters
wolves, argue with witches and

pursue a rather reluctant cow.
They build strong friendships
with classic fairy-tale characters
like Little Red Riding Hood and
Cinderella, and together they
struggle through moral dilemmas
and life-threatening situations.
Incorporating steampunk
aesthetics — quasi-Victorian
attributes that also nod toward
industry and steam power — Into
the Woods creates a distinct
world. Abstract trees populate the
set, their pillar-like bases topped
with ornately carved, suspended

branches. Stark white trees painted
on the black floor mirror those
painted on the backdrop, and the
floor branches seem to crawl across
the stage toward the audience.
Deep reds, yellows and greens in
the lighting design contrast the
black and white tonality. These
bold colors silhouette the trees
on the backdrop and compliment
the stage lighting, adding greater
depth to the more realistic light
on the actors.

Costuming also attracts the
eye. In many ways similar to our
classic views of princes, witches
and peasants, these characters wear
earth tones along with metallic
colors, and these contribute to the
play’s mechanical tone.

Though the set, costumes, and
lighting designs are wonderful, I
don’t think I need to further detail
their beauty. Seeing the show -
which you should certainly do
— celebrates these attributes more
fully than I can.

My only major problem with

Into the Woods stems from lack
of commitment to character. Many
actors were emotionally engaged,
but the few in each scene who
weren’t distracted me. I needed
everyone fullyengagedinorderto
trust the magical world before me.
Believing the fantastical aspects
(the witch’s magic, the off-stage
giantand the personified animals)
required work, and having honest,
consistent narrators would have
helped me trust that strange world.
Please don’t misunderstand me,
though; I don’t mean that the
acting was bad. But because Into
the Woods takes place in a world
so different than mine, I needed
the actors to believe in it so that
I could too. Instead, some acted
like people from our world talking
about a fairy tale: distant and
imaginary, beautiful but far from
their experience.

None of this means that the
show failed to strike strong
emotional chords. I love this
show, and I love this production.
I have seen the last four songs of
Into the Woods four times (three
here on stage, once in the film
version), and I have cried every
single time because the writing,
songs and acting are beautiful.
I wish the whole production, as
impractical a hope as this is, had
that quality. Right now we have
a good play; a fun, and in many
ways a beautiful play. I want a
great play, one that strikes deep
emotional and humorous chords
throughout. To ask for something
entirely beautiful is unrealistic.
But that doesn’t stop me from
wishing.
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The OC Arts Council is hosting a Poetry Slam at De Koffee Boon March 20 at 8 p.m.

rounds.

Winning poets will receive
prizes (potentially from local
establishments like The Dutch
Bakery and Hands Around the

World).

Questions? Suggestions? Call
Janine Calsbeek at (712) 707-2910
or Sarah Kugler at (712) 360-
0016.

campus

QUOTES

°1

Z—e1¢"251 S—-™3c1l

“elSeelE eeZeZloeeziel—o@1le>y—"1E" 22814
- Professor of Art Phil Scorza contemplating a gigantic mug,

1Zi™ZE+le'ZeZ1l< ""@1le"1e'S—"1-2i

- Junior Anne Philo, on reading literature with an agenda.
¢1"—" —1e'Sel 1E "7 YZ1<ZZ—1S1lcee>’
E'S—eZe1-¢1-S"">1+"
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*Add $1.00 for stuffed crust
"America's Favorite Pizza"
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Red Ralder Sports ShOrtS: by Heidi Hildebrandt

Men’s basketball begins playoff run with a win
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Ryan Hoogeveen burns his Cougar defenders in the game against USF last Saturday.

Raider Wrestlers finish regular season

The Northwestern wrestling
team competed in the North Central
Qualifier on Saturday, Feb. 20. The
Red Raiders earned fourth place,
scoring 92.5 points. Sophomore Nic
Leitherled the Raiderswithasecond
placeinthe 197-pound weight class.
Sophomore Matt Dowell and senior
Levi Price added third place finishes
at 141 and 149, respectively. Fourth
places were awarded to freshman
Luke Evjen at 165 and junior Brad
Hughes at 285. Freshman Diego

Quintana finished in fifth placein the
125-pound class, and junior David
Carter also finished fifth at 174.

Nine Raider wrestlers have
qualified for the NAIA National
Tournament, including Quintana
(125-pounds), Dowell (141),
freshman Jerod Flores (141), Price
(149), senior Brian Heiberger
(157), Evjen (165), Carter (174),
Leither (197) and Hughes (285). The
tournament will start on Thursday,
March 4, in Oklahoma City.

The Northwestern men’s
basketball team lost by one
point to USF on Saturday, Feb. 20,
dropping to an even 14-14 record.
The 73-74 loss also brought them to
an even 9-9 in the GPAC.

The Red Raiders shot 50 percent
from the field and 55 percent from
behind the arc. Freshman Ben
Miller scored 19 points and pulled
down ten rebounds for his second
double-double. Sophomore Walker
Seim added 18 points, while senior
Ryan Hoogeveen and freshman
Daniel Van Kalsbeek each scored

12. Freshman Mike Vorwald added
four assists.

NW opened the playoffs with
a 67-64 win over Mount Marty on
Tuesday night. Miller netted 15
points to lead the offense while
Van Kalsbeek added 14 points
and eight rebounds. Hoogeveen
and sophomore Ryan Stock each
scored eight points as well. The
Raiders shot 46 percent in the
game.

NW wasscheduled forarematch
with USF Thursday night. Results
were not available at press time.

Track claims ten all-conference entries

Seven individual Red Raider
track and field athletes and three
relays earned All-GPAC honors
at the conference championship
meetin Lincoln, Neb., on Saturday,
Feb. 20. The top eight individuals
and relay teams were named all-
conference.

Junior Corrie Fautsch turned
in the top finish for Northwestern,
capturing second place in the
600-meter run with 1:40.18. Fellow
junior Charity Miles placed fifth in
the 3000-meter run with a time of
10:30.37.

Sophomore Shannon Bowar
earned sixth place in the pentathlon,
which took place the night before.
Junior Stacey Dietrich finished
seventh in the 60-meter hurdles
with 9.66, while senior Ingrid
Carlson placed eighth in the
5000-meter run with 18:59.7. The
4x800 relay team of sophomore
Teresa Scholten, freshman Leslie
Stover, senior Mary Maasen and
junior Krystina Smith earned fifth
placewithatime 0f9:54.67. The 4x400

team ended in seventh place with
4:06.63. Team members included
Fautsh, Dietrich, freshman Ana
Morgan, and Smith.

Senior Kyle Sauter led the men
with sixth place in the 60-meter
hurdles (8.37). Freshman
Brandon Hammack ran 7.12 in
the 60-meter dash to add
a seventh-place finish.
Sauter and Hammack
joined freshmen Rick Te
Grootenhuis and Taylor
Hoekstra to run the

Women’s basketball

moves up to third
in NAIA rankings

The Red Raider women'’s
basketball team moved up to third
place in the final NAIA poll this
week after a 68-47 win over USF
to finish the regular season. Their
record improved to 24-4, 15-3 in
the GPAC.

Sophomore Kami Kuhlman
scored 18 points, closely followed
by junior Becca Hurley, who netted
16. Junior Allison Hulst scored
eight points and pulled down eight
rebounds off the bench. Senior
Randa Hulstein also added eight
rebounds.

Northwestern shot 45 percent
from the field (39 percent from
behind the arc) and held USF to 28
percent.

The Raiders were scheduled
to open the GPAC Tournament
on Thursday night against Mount
Marty. Results were not available
at press time.

4x400 in 3:25.3 and place
seventh.

Next up is the national
meetinJohnson City, Tenn,
next Thursday, March 4.
National qualifiers are
Miles in the 3000- and
5000-meter runs, Fautsch
in the 600-meters, junior
Kara Den Herder in the
weight throw, Dietrich in
the 60-meter hurdles and
Sauter in the 60-meter
hurdles.
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Senior Andrea Wedel plans her move in the USF game
last Saturday.

BY KRISTIN KOOIMA
STAFF WRITER

From the moment Luke Vermeer could walk, he
was also holding a golf club. A club made of plastic
and shorter than an actual golf club, but a golf club
nonetheless. Golf is, and always has been, a large part of
the Vermeer family.

Golf has taught Vermeer that although you may
want to play your best every time you go out there on the
course, you aren’t going to play at your peak performance
every time. This is something that made him more able
to keep his emotions in check. Also, golf is very much
a game of etiquette, and penalties have to be called on
yourself instead of a referee calling them on you, which
Vermeer said helped him grow as a person. He also

PLAYER PROFILE
— LukeVermeer

says that how he handles himself on the course can be
attributed to his faith. “I lose my temper sometimes but
who doesn’t? I think that your faith can be seen through
how youhandle yourself and through following the rules
on the course.”

Vermeer loves the competitive nature of golf. No
matter if you play in a team or just as an individual you
can always be competitive. “You can always get better
at your game.” His favorite golf memory would be his
team qualifying for the state tournament his senior year
of high school. He knew they would be good, but wasn't
expecting qualifying for state. It was a goal his team got
to accomplish together and “it was a lot of fun.”

There are pros and cons to being an athlete. One pro,
for Vermeer, would be just the opportunity to compete

“I'think that your faith can be seen through
how you handle yourself and through
following the rules on the course.”

in a team sport.
“I've played as an
individual before
and it is much
more fun playing
for the other guys on your team.” He says the worst part
would be working through your struggles and slumps.

Vermeer has advice for those athletes coming behind
him. “Enjoy it while you still can. Before we know it, we’ll
all be old and not be able to do the things we can do now.
Just enjoy it all!”

Vermeer is a business administration major with a
finance option. As for future plans, he isn’t sure yet. “I
take things as they come and am not too worried about it.
I'will just say I'll be playing a lot of golf in the future.”




