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On Wednesday, the 
men’s basketball team fell to 
Dakota Wesleyan 102-85 at 
the Corn Palace in Mitchell, 
S.D. The loss puts NW at a 
14-13 record for the season 
with three conference games 
left to play. Northwestern is 
currently eighth in the GPAC.

The teams battled at an 
even pace in the first half, and 
Dakota Wesleyan took a 47-
46 advantage into the break. 
Northwestern was up 44-36 
at one point when the Tigers 
mounted a run to take a lead 
at the halfway point.

In the second half, the 
Tigers never looked back 
after tying up NW 56-56. 
The tigers scored 55 points 
compared to the Raider’s 39 
points in the second half.

“The Corn Palace is a 
tough place to play,” Leeper 
said. “They played really well 
defensively, and we gave up 
too many easy baskets down 
low and too many easy looks 
at the three-point.”

The Raiders were led in 
scoring by sophomore point 
guard Joey Habtemariam with 
18 points on 8-17 shooting. 
Freshman post Jordan Baker 
scored 17 points on 7-11 
shooting. 

Senior guard Zack 
Leeper recorded 13 points. 

Senior guard Rob Gill added 
10 points.

As a team, NW shot 
a respectable 44 percent 
from the floor. However, 
the team’s problems came 
on the defensive end, where 
the Raiders allowed Dakota 
Wesleyan to shoot 52 percent 
from the floor and also from 
three-point range.

“We definitely have to 
play better defense and to 
come out with more intensity 
on that side of the ball to be 
successful,” Leeper said.

Last Saturday, the 
Raiders hosted Doane and 
fell 81-71 to their conference 
opponent. Northwestern shot 
a season-low 31 percent. 

“In college basketball, 
you can’t dwell on the 
past,” Leeper said. “All you 
can do is take it one day at 
a time and push through 
the tough times.”

Leeper scored a game-
high 26 points and went a 
perfect 10-10 from the free-
throw line. Junior guard Tyler 
Goldston was the only other 
Raider in double figures with 
13 points.

The Raiders will return 
to action on Saturday with 
a trip to Concordia to face 
the Bulldogs. The game will 
begin at 4 p.m.

Northwestern College wrestlers faced off against 
Waldorf College and York College on Wednesday at home. 
Northwestern dominated both matches by 25 points or more.

In the first contest against York, junior JL Mayo led the 
team with 17 points in his match. Senior John Lynch, juniors 
Richard Ortiz and Zach Fishman and sophomores Randy 
Null and Josh Treybal each won their matches. Fishman won 
his match on a winner by fall, based on the time of fall of 
the opponent. Freshman Andras Lukacs-Farkas and junior 
Forrest Marks won by forfeit. The contest ended with NW 
on top, 34-6.

“We have some really explosive guys on our team this 
year,” junior Isaac Ruiz said. “As we get closer to conference 
tournament and build toward a national tournament berth, 
we are really seeing this team come together. Guys are 
competing harder, and we are all improving in our skills.”

In their second and final match of the day the wrestlers 
faced Waldorf. Leading the way for the Raiders this time 
was freshman Jake Clifton who totaled 18 points in his win. 
Mayo and Lynch both won their matches on a winner by fall, 
Fishman and Null each won by point advantage, and Marx 
and sophomore Luis Rivera-Santiago both won by forfeit.

The wrestlers will compete again at the North Qualifying 
Tournament on Feb. 22 in Mitchell, S.D. This will be an 
opportunity for individuals to make the national tournament. 

The women’s basketball team traveled to Mitchell, S.D., 
last Wednesday night and was upset by the Tigers of Dakota 
Wesleyan. The final score was 97-76, and the Raiders dropped 
to 14-3 in the GPAC, 22-3 overall.

The Raiders got off to a slow start, and Dakota Wesleyan 
went on a 10-4 run almost four minutes into the game. NW 
battled back a couple minutes later to tie the game up at 13-13, 
but Dakota Wesleyan answered that with a 6-0 run of its own 
with 13 minutes left in the half. The Raiders fought back again 
and cut the lead to 24-22 with nine minutes left, but the Tigers 

quickly answered with another 14-6 run to improve their lead 
to 38-28. Dakota Wesleyan then closed the half on an 11-4 run 
to increase their lead even further to 49-33 at half.

The Tigers picked up right where they left off after the half 
and improved their lead to 61-41 five minutes into the second 
half. They never looked back from there, and increased their 
lead to as much as 75-50 with nine minutes left in the game. 
The Raiders went on an 11-4 run with five minutes left but 
never got any closer.

The Raiders shot almost 42 percent from the field and were 
led on the scoring line by junior Karen Hutson, who scored 
17 points. Senior Alli Engebretson added 13 points and senior 
Kenzie Small added an additional 11 points. Engebretson also 
led the team with five rebounds.

Doane no match for Raiders’ second half
The women’s basketball team rolled last Saturday and 

defeated the Doane Tigers 77-56 in the GPAC match up at 
the Bultman Center. The Raiders dominated the season series 
against Doane and improved to 14-2 in the GPAC and 22-2 
overall.

Northwestern went back and forth with Doane for most of 
the first half until the Raiders took a six-point lead with less 
than five minutes left in the first half. The Raiders traded a few 
baskets with Doane after that and ended up closing the first 
half with a 31-24 lead.

Northwestern came out of halftime on fire and blew the 
game open on an 18-3 run seven minutes into the first half. 
During that run, the Raiders made multiple defensive stands 
and Doane was held to zero field goals during the run. Six 
different NW players scored during that run, and they safely 
controlled the rest of the game.

Small had 21 points to lead a quartet of Raiders scorers. 
Senior Samantha Kleinsasser scored 19 points and dominated 
the boards. She pulled down eight rebounds, and barely missed 
posting her ninth double-double of the season. Engebretson 
added 15 points, and Hutson also added 12 points.

“We played really consistent on both ends of the floor,” 
Hutson said. 

Hutson said  head coach Chris Yaw was extremely happy 
about their performance on Saturday and had few negative 
comments to say to them after the game.

The Raiders will travel to Seward, Neb., on Saturday to 
battle seventh-ranked Concordia at 2 p.m.

Raiders in slump, play-
o� hopes wavering

Women split contests, 
look to Concordia 
BY KYLE STANEK

PHOTO BY EMILEE BERRY
Sophomore Arianne Gesell goes up for a layup in last Saturday’s game 
with Doane. The Raiders travel to face No. 7 Concordia this Saturday.  

BY JORDAN DYKSTRA
FEATURES EDITOR

PHOTO BY EMILEE BERRY
Junior Tyler Goldston goes up against three defenders in the lane. 
Goldston and the Raiders are on the playoff bubble as they travel to 
Concordia this Saturday.  

Wrestlers dominate home meet
BY ISAIAH TAYLOR

“Guys are competing harder, 
and we are all improving our 

skills” - junior Isaac Ruiz
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Chapel
Monday
Chaplain Harlan 
VanOort

Tuesday
Ignacio Reatiga-
Higuera ’14, 
“I Have a Dream”

Wednesday
Drama Ministries 
Ensemble

Friday
Dr. Luke Dahn

 On Thursday, Feb. 6 
a forum was held in Christ 
Chapel to discuss the quality-
of-life surveys that were 
distributed in the dorms. The 
forum was brought up because 
the surveys indicated some 
student disapproval of the 
current times for open dorm 
hours.  

Dean of Student Life Julie 
Vermeer Elliott and Director 
of Residence Life Marlon 
Haverdink were there to 
answer questions the students 
had and to listen to what the 
students had to say. 

“(The students) had an 
opportunity to hear why we 
have the policies that we do, 
and we got to hear from them 
about what they did and didn’t 
like about the current policies.” 
Elliott said. 

This forum was a way to 
elaborate on the results of the 
quality-of-life surveys.  

“On the surveys, you tend 
to hear the extremes, either the 
people who are really happy or 
the people who are extremely 
unhappy, and there are often a 
lot of viewpoints that don’t get 

expressed in the comments,” 
Elliott said.  

There were approximately 
50 members of the NW 
community who attended to 
listen and voice their opinions 
about dorm hours.

 “I wish there would have 
been more people there so we 
would have had a better cross 
section of campus, but for the 
people who were there I think 
it was a great conversation,” 
Haverdink said. “We heard 
great feedback from students 
and also got a chance to explain 
and answer questions.”

The two main topics  
discussed were the visitation 
hours and the lack of 24-hour 
areas or places for groups to 
hang out in. The current 
visitation hours haven’t 
been changed in 15 years.  
At the forum, there was a 
theme of wanting to change 
the current dorm hours to 
allow for earlier hours in the 
afternoon. 

Many of the students 
suggested that visitation hours 
be opened up at either 2 or 3 in 
the afternoon. “I want to look 

seriously at opening the dorms 
earlier,” Haverdink said. “It 
seemed like it was something 
that the students wanted.” 

The other topic was the 
possibility of creating more 
locations on campus that 
would be open after the dorms 
close.  Right now, there are 

limited places for students to 
hang out in groups after hours 
other than the residence life 
lounges.  

“The idea (of more 24- 
hour areas) has come up 
periodically but wasn’t really 
front and center for us, but 
now it is something we want 

to look at and consider,” 
Haverdink said. 

The visitation hours forum 
helped the students learn more 
about the current policies NW 
has and voice their opinions. 

“We want students to be 
satisfied with their experiences 
at Northwestern,” Elliott said.

After the new Learning 
Commons opened, renovations 
on the old Ramaker Library 
began. Ramaker has been 
undergoing renovations since 
last October and is being 
transformed into a new student 
center. 

It is unknown at this time 
what the official name of the 
renovated Ramaker building 
will be. The purpose of the 
new and improved building 
will be to foster student life 
and spiritual formation. 

What is known is 
that the building will now 
become home to the offices 
of Student Life, Campus 
Ministry, International 
and Intercultural Services, 
the Career Development 
Center, Global Education, 
Service Learning and Student 
Activities Council. Other 
departments on campus will 
use the space left behind by 
these relocated departments. 

One department that will 
make use of the vacated offices 
is the kinesiology department. 

This department will move 
from its current location in 
the Bultman Center to the 
offices in the Rowenhorst 
Student Center left behind by 
the Student Activities Council. 

Some of the more specific 
features to look forward to 
in the remodeled building 
include a larger Red Room 
(originally located in the 
Franken Center), four large 
lounge areas on the first floor, 
new bathrooms and entrances 
on the north and south sides 
of the building. 

The renovated Ramaker 
will provide students with 
a place to gather in larger 
groups. The second floor 
will be mainly composed of 
offices along with a conference 
room and a large open space 
that has yet to be designated 
for a purpose. For now, the 
basement will act completely 
as storage space.

Lesage confirmed that 
the $4-million project is  
scheduled to be completed 
and  open by July 15.  

Open forum to open dorm hours
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BY ALEXIS GRAVES 

Ramaker renovations on schedule 
BY DAVID LI 

PHOTO BY SARAH ODOM
Victoria Stokes and Kerri Boeke attended the open forum held last Thursday discussing student quality- of-
life on campus. 

PHOTOS SUBMITTED
The renovated Ramaker will feature entrances on both the north and south sides of the building. 


