


Healing Touch

During five years of practicing medicine in some of the most 
underserved areas of the country, Dr. Jeff Beekhuizen ’97 has learned 
that sometimes the most effective treatment method is simply 
showing you care.

He first learned that lesson during four years in a clinic on a 
Navajo reservation, an assignment that was stipulated by a federal 
scholarship program. 

“In my Western mindset, if you have stomach pain, it’s because 
something’s physically wrong. But a Navajo individual might believe 
it’s because someone put a curse on him,” Beekhuizen explains. 

“I learned early on, you’ve got to meet people where they’re at. My 
Navajo patients didn’t care that I went to med school. But when they 
saw that I cared about them and tried to understand their beliefs, 
they started to trust me.”

These lessons prepared Beekhuizen for his current work in 
inner-city Memphis, which has high rates of infant mortality, teen 
pregnancy, HIV infection and other challenges. His commitment to 
the neighborhood prompted him to buy a house there, and now he 
can’t imagine ever settling into a traditional suburban practice. 

“There’s such a huge opportunity to serve here,” he says. “I’m 
trying to be willing to take risks and be obedient to God’s call—to 
follow Jesus’ example in the Gospels as best I can.”

by sherrie barber Willson ’98

After practicing medicine for four years on a reservation in New Mexico, Jeff 
Beekhuizen now serves with Christ Community Health Services in inner-city Memphis. 
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Tyler Parson serves as pastor of Cross-
Ridge Church in Holstein, Iowa.

Ryan Simmelink teaches fourth grade 
at Adams Elementary in Carroll, Iowa. He 
recently completed a master’s degree in 
educational leadership at Drake University.

’07 Alicia Driscoll is a clinician 
at the Center for Psychosocial 

Development in Anchorage, Alaska.

Stephanie Hulstein graduated from 
the University of Iowa Carver College of 
Medicine. She is completing a five-year 
residency in otolaryngology at the University 
of Iowa Hospital.

Breann Sechler, Brooklyn Center, Minn., 
is an SEC reporting analyst for Imation Corp.

’08 Emily Carris is a bilingual 
investor specialist at The 

Principal in Des Moines.

Anthony Ebert is co-director of bands at 
The Classical Academy in Colorado Springs.

Kendra (Van’t Hof) Heitritter teaches 
kindergarten in Rock Valley, Iowa. She and 
her husband, Joseph, have a daughter, 
Lucy (1).

’10 Jessica (Vander Velde) 
Glanzer and her husband, 

Tyler, both teach math at Perry (Iowa) 
High School.

Andrew Klumpp is pursuing a Master 
of Divinity degree at Duke Divinity School in 
Durham, N.C.

Rachel (Kleinsasser) Schuur teaches 
second grade in the dual language program 
of the Sioux City Community Schools.

Hannah (Watters) White is site coor-
dinator for the Zach Johnson Foundation’s 
Kids on Course program at Harrison Elemen-
tary School in Cedar Rapids. The foundation 
was started by Zach Johnson, a professional 
golfer from Cedar Rapids, to give back to 
his community. Her husband, Greg ’11, 
is immigrant/refugee coordinator for the 
Catherine McAuley Center.

’11 Laura (Briggs) Crippin, 
Northwood, Iowa, teaches third 

grade at Northwood-Kensett Elementary 
School.

Katherine Hielkema teaches music for 
the Andes Central School District in Lake 
Andes, S.D.

Clayton Hjelmeland, Montezuma, 
Iowa, is a junior high math teacher.

Laura Starr teaches Spanish at two 
Waconia, Minn., elementary schools.

New Arrivals
Jill and Jay McKinstrey ’86, daughter, 

Sarah Elizabeth, joins Casey (16), Corin 
(13) and Anna (3)

Richard and Susanne (Caines ’91) Bolt, 
son, Seth Richard, joins Ashley (3)

Stuart and Kellie (Gregg ’95) Hogg, 
daughter, Eibhlin Mardell, joins Elspeth 
(5) and Eoin (3)

Allison and Scott Van Aartsen ’95, 
daughter, Sarah Claire, joins Benjamin 
(10), twins Anna and Grant (6), and 
Jacob (1)

Tomm and Allison (Petersen ’96) 
Eitreim, son, Greysen Kingsley, joins 
Chandler (12) and Ashton (7)

Suzanne and Matthew Jahn ’97, daughter, 
Emilia Grace, joins Lynnette (7),  
Aubrianna (5) and Elisabeth (2)

Jeffrey and Sally (Ruisch ’97) Orlando, 
son, Ryker J

Jonathan and Jennifer (Hubers ’99) 
Bentz, son, Landon Jay, joins Hannah (6) 
and Zachariah (3)

Jason and Sarah (TeBrink ’99) Hendel, 
daughter, Mackenna Emalee, joins Cael 
(3)

Virginia and Dan Houston ’00, son, Saw-
yer Daniel, joins Sadie (4) and Silas (1)
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Tell your NWC friends 
and classmates about 
the latest news in 
your life.

www.nwciowa.edu/auction

Gala Auction �‡ Feb. 11

SPREAD

EDR
Make the gift-giving season last 
with Northwestern’s annual Gala 
Auction. Donate to the auction. 
And, starting in January, bid 
online for collectibles, toys, trips 
and more.

Start your vacation planning by checking out upcoming alumni trips:

For more information, contact Alumni Director Mark Bloemendaal—alumni@nwciowa.edu  
or 712-707-7127—or visit our website:

www.nwciowa.edu/netherlands-tour 
www.nwciowa.edu/israel-tour

Alumni Travel

Experience Dutch history, architecture, 
food, arts and crafts in Friesland, 
Groningen and Zeeland.  

Visit Bethlehem, the Jordan River, the 
Sea of Galilee and the Mount of Olives 
on a tour through the Holy Land.

THE NETHERLANDS
June 21–July 1, 2012 (bus tour)   
  & summer 2013 (bike tour)
$2,699 + airfare (bus tour)
Led by Dr. James ’84 and Simone  
Kennedy and Dr. Bill and Nella Kennedy

ISRAEL
June 29–July 12, 2012
$3,850 + airfare
Led by Rev. Marlin ’70 and Sally Vis 
and Dr. Jerry ’71 and Kim Van Es
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Law Practice

For the average law student, course work alone can sap every 
second of free time, so there’s little left for interacting with the 
community or giving back. 

Laura Jacobson ’08, the 2011 recipient of the William & Mary 
School of Law’s prestigious Thurgood Marshall Award for public 
service, isn’t average. 

“I went to law school because I wanted to do public service after 
graduation,” she says, “so it seemed obvious to serve while I was 
there.”

Through her work with a local church’s Hispanic ministry, 
Jacobson discovered a need for legal information among the 
immigrant population of Williamsburg, Va.   

“People had problems with landlords, or bosses not paying them, 
or even domestic issues like child custody, and they had very little 
idea how the system worked,” she says. 

Jacobson started a program to connect students with immigrants, 
calling it De Vecino a Vecino (From Neighbor to Neighbor) to 
highlight the focus on partnership. 

“We’ve been able to provide immigrants with a caring and 
trustworthy resource in issues that produce a lot of confusion and 
anxiety,” she says. In turn, students get valuable legal experience and 
the opportunity to serve.

Jacobson has since graduated, but she’s confident the seed she 
planted will continue to grow in the community, with both students 
and immigrants reaping the rewards. 

by sarah asp olson ’03 

When Laura Jacobson graduated from William & Mary School of Law this past spring, 
several Hispanic families threw a party to express their appreciation for her service 
to their community.
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Kim (Verburg ’00) and Dan Peterson 
’00, daughter, Lydia Jo, joins Jenna (9), 
Ella (7) and Amelia (3)

Sara (Katzenberger ’00) and Tom Schol-
tens ’00, daughter, Annika Joy, joins 
Nathaniel (5) and Josiah (3)

Katy and JP Sundararajan ’00, son, Reu-
ben Alagar, joins Leila (3)

Melanie (Poppen ’01) and Chad Odens 
’02, son, Luke William

Vicki (Dykstra ’01) and Justin Schrock 
’01, daughter, Naomi Kay, joins Angelique 
(9), Caleb (7), Emilee (5), and twins Miya 
and Kira (2)

Chad and TJ (Hoftyzer ’01) Simington, 
daughter, Selah Hope, joins Caleb (5), 
Avery (4) and Olivia (2)

Tamara and Tim Breen ’02, daughter, Selah 
Danae, joins Jericho (2)

Renae and Adam Sperling ’02, son, 
Graham Greg, joins Micah (2)

Kyle and Stacy (Wittler ’03) Berck, son, 
Ryan Neal, joins Abby (3) and Kaity (1)

Michael and Sarah Asp Olson ’03, daugh-

ter, Cora June
Stephanie (Gunderson ’04) and Nic 

Boersma ’06, daughter, Ellsey Jean
Ashley (DeBower ’05) and Ryan Musil 

’05, daughter, Evelyn Modesta, joins 
Riley (5) and Sophia (2)

Daniel and Shanna (Vetter ’05) Tadic, 
son, Trevor Nikolai

Hannah (Vander Helm ’06) and Michael 
Holm ’06, son, Wesley Thomas

Bobby and Jenna (Schweitzer ’06) John-
son, son, Ryer Steven, joins Laiken (3) 
and Dreleigh (2)

Kali (Carroll ’06) and Dan Johnston ’05, 
daughter, Elizabeth Kate, joins Caroline 
(2)

Willem and Tessa Drijfhout-Rosier ’06, 
son, Jissia Eliezer

Luke and Brooke (Sliefert ’07) Nielsen, 
daughter, Kendall Grace

Sally (Blezien ’09) and Jake Hockinson 
’07, son, Gavin Paul

Bethany (Landegent ’09) and Carson 
Norine ’09, son, Jackson John

Marv DeWitt of Zeeland, Mich., the greatest 
benefactor in Northwestern’s history, died Aug. 5 at 
the age of 92. 

DeWitt and his wife, Jerene, gave over $6.75 million 
to the college, supporting every capital building 
project over the last 30 years. Buildings named in 
honor of them include DeWitt Theatre Arts Center, 
DeWitt Music Hall, DeWitt Physical Fitness Center 
and DeWitt-Cook Athletic Arena. 

DeWitt got involved with NWC in 1978 at the encour-
agement of his Reformed church pastor. He served 

on Northwestern’s Board of Trustees for nine years and was one of the leaders in 
convincing the college to move ahead with the construction of the chapel and music 
facility in the mid-1980s despite the Midwest farm crisis. 

“Through their gifts, Marv and Jerene have shaped our campus,” says President 
Greg Christy. “But the impact they have made goes well beyond just their philan-
thropy. The challenge they gave to others to also support Northwestern and the 
encouragement they provided college leaders for decades have been invaluable. 
Marv loved Northwestern, and he saw that the college was empowering students to 
follow Christ and pursue God’s redeeming work in the world. He brought a positive, 
‘can-do’ attitude to the board and administrators, and he will be dearly missed.”

DeWitt, who was awarded an honorary Doctor of Humanities degree from North-
western in 1988, said in 2003 that he enjoyed giving toward brick-and-mortar 
projects. “When you build something, it lasts a long time and impacts generations 
of students who go on to make a difference in the world.”

DeWitt and his brother, Bill, began raising turkeys in 1938 on their parents’ farm. 
Starting with just 17 turkeys, BilMar Foods grew to become one of the nation’s larg-
est turkey processors before it was purchased by the Sara Lee Corporation in 1987. 

Among DeWitt’s survivors are his wife; seven children; 23 grandchildren; and 62 
great-grandchildren.
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Marriages
Brooke Fister ’03 and Jason Silberhorn, 

Rockford, Ill.
Tara Van Peursem ’03 and Michael 

Stegmann, Naperville, Ill.
Jaime Woudstra ’04 and Scott Meyer, Fort 

Collins, Colo.
Leah Seehusen ’05 and Caleb Stam, 

Leighton, Iowa
Chad Hatting ’06 and Katherine Kaihoi, 

Waukee, Iowa
Amanda Wright ’09 and Jeff DeWit, 

Osage Beach, Mo.
Megan Redlin ’10 and Tim De Haan ’10, 

Creston, Iowa
Laura Briggs ’11 and Alex Crippin, 

Northwood, Iowa
Nicole Ellingson ’11 and Jameson 

Guthmiller ’09, Coralville, Iowa 
Ally Fischer ’11 and Matthew Skelton 

’11, Aurora, Colo.
Sara Horn ’11 and Daniel Solis ’11, Waco, 

Texas
LeAnn Johnson ’11 and Clayton 

Hjelmeland ’11, Montezuma, Iowa
Jennifer Nilson ’11 and Jacob Parsons 

’10, Aurora, Colo.

The couples reside in the city listed.

In Memoriam
Edna (Smedley ’41) Den Herder, age 
90, died July 5 in Sioux Center. She and 
her husband, Gerald, farmed for nearly 40 
years. She was a member of First Reformed 
Church. She is survived by three children, 
including Jerry ’69.

Howard Heemstra ’46, ’48, died July 
22 in Ames, Iowa, at age 82. He received 
degrees in architecture from Iowa State 
University and Cranbrook Academy of Art. 
He was a registered architect for several 
firms for 12 years and served as project ar-
chitect of the award-winning C.Y. Stephens 
Auditorium at Iowa State University. He 
taught architecture at Iowa State for 37 
years. He is survived by two brothers, John 
’39, ’41 and Raymond ’43, ’45. 

The Rev. Dr. Harvard Kruizenga ’58, 
age 73, died June 19 in Holland, Mich. He 
graduated from Central College, Western 
Theological Seminary and the University 
of Dubuque Theological Seminary. He 
served two RCA churches in South Dakota 
and later served Presbyterian churches in 
Mississippi, Arkansas and Missouri. He 
is survived by his wife, Ravina, and two 
children.

James Lancaster ’69, of Ida Grove, Iowa, 
died July 29 at age 64. After graduating 
from Northwestern, he earned a master’s 
degree from the University of South 
Dakota. He taught at the University of 
South Dakota, Western Iowa Tech Com-
munity College and in the Ida Grove school 
system. He later started Lancaster Painting. 
He was a member of St. Paul Lutheran 
Church. Among his survivors are his wife, 
Jean; a brother; and a sister.

Jewel (Vander Pol ’80) Klein, of Frisco, 
Texas, died from breast cancer on June 
7 at age 53. After receiving a degree in 
interior design from Iowa State University, 
she moved to Dallas to pursue a career in 
kitchen design. She was also a BeautiCon-
trol Image Consultant. She was an active 
member of First Presbyterian Church in 
Lewisville, where she served as a deacon 
and on many committees. In addition to 
her husband, Lance, and two sons, she is 
survived by three siblings: Lyle ’71, Harry 
’74 and Roberta Brightman ’84.

Philip Van Oort ’89, age 45, died Aug. 6 
in Denver, after a battle with neuroendo-
crine pancreatic cancer. After college, he 
taught English in China and Japan with the 
Reformed Church’s mission program. In ad-
dition to his wife, Jennifer, and two sons, 
he is survived by his mother, Josephine 
(Boender ’48), and four siblings, includ-
ing Jolene ’81, Harlan ’82 and LuAnne 
Vander Horst ’84.

Matching 
isn’t always 
the best idea.

www.matchinggifts.com/nwciowa

but doubling your donation 
to Northwestern College 
makes sense. To find out 
whether your employer will 
match your gifts, visit:

Always knew you’d 
be a Raider?

classic@nwciowa.edu 
712-707-7116

Thought you were applying 
to Northwestern University 
when you filled out your app? 
Everyone’s road to NWC is 
different. Tell us how you 
wound up at Northwestern 
for a future story in the 
Classic.
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Classic Thoughts

Books have always had a place in my life. I 
remember, when I was 10 years old, a catechism 
teacher reading aloud Escape to Life by Gladyn 
Condor, about a boy in East Berlin who escaped 

across the wall to the West. The 
description of how he savored an orange 
for the very first time captivated me.

It was at Northwestern where I first 
read The Screwtape Letters by C.S. Lewis, 
the Christian apologist. This book was 
pure genius. Lewis used the letters 
between the senior demon Screwtape 
and the junior tempter Wormwood as a 
clever, backhanded way of teaching about 
Christianity.

Three friends and I once spent the 
night among the books in Ramaker 
Library, making popcorn in Senator 
Hoeven’s office. (I want to set the record 
straight, though: It was not my idea to 

hang the portraits of Northwestern’s presidents upside 
down.)

As an elementary education major, I had a work-
study job at the Orange City Public Library that 
convinced me to pursue a library career, but it would 
be a while before that happened. After teaching for 
two years, I spent a summer traveling throughout 
Europe. While there, I learned that teaching positions 
were available on U.S. military bases, so I decided to 
apply. That August, I flew to Bad Hersfeld, Germany, 
to teach first grade.

The city was about six miles away from the Iron 
Curtain, the metal fence between East and West 
Germany. Despite the harsh realities of the border, 
it was a magical land on the west side of the barrier. 
I enjoyed wandering through the villages where the 
Brothers Grimm had collected their fairy tales. I saw 
my first Gutenberg Bible in the Fulda Bibliothek 
(Library). And I met a young cavalry lieutenant, 
whom I married the next summer.

I followed my husband to Fort Knox, which gave 
me the opportunity to complete a master’s degree 
in library science. We had three sons, the military 
required a few more moves, and we returned to 
Germany, where we were living in 1989 when the fall 
of the Berlin Wall occurred. We watched the East 

German cars (Trabants) pouring across the border 
near Bad Hersfeld, which had made international 
news because the city was wiped out of bananas 
within hours. It made me think of Escape to Life, the 
book I was so intrigued with as a 10-year-old.

After the wall fell, the military drawdown began. 
Army posts that had operated since World War II 
were suddenly deactivated. Each base had a post 
library. It was encouraging to learn that rather than 
shipping the books back to the States, most of them 
were sent to libraries in Eastern Europe. 

Once my husband retired from the military, 
my career stabilized and I became a library media 
specialist at a middle school in Jefferson, Wis. I 
became involved in the Veterans History Project 
through the Library of Congress. My students 
and I interviewed soldiers and others who had 
experienced war. Catharina Voorwinde, a Dutch 
woman who as a child was in a Japanese prison camp 
in Sumatra, was memorable, as she required us to 
read a number of books before agreeing to answer any 
questions. Her story can be read at www.tinyurl.com/
wartimeremembrances.

I was able to work with architects to design a 
modern library when a new Jefferson Middle School 
was built, so I share the excitement Northwestern’s 
librarians must feel about building a new learning 
commons and library. We are in a fascinating time for 
libraries as we figure out how to utilize digital readers, 
e-books and other technologies. Libraries now extend 
beyond the traditional four walls.

Three years ago I transferred to a neighboring 
district. I am still a middle school librarian, but now 
to nearly 700 students. It is a challenging job, but I 
love it. Our students are at an interesting age. There 
are some great books written for this level (although, 
personally, I hope the vampire craze ends soon).

Things are looking up. Last week a student 
checked out The Screwtape Letters.

Janna Dykstra Smith, a native of Hull, Iowa, is a 

library media specialist in Elkhorn, Wis. Her husband, 

Steve, is a library media specialist in Milton, Wis., 

and one of their sons is a librarian at Kennedy-King 

College in Chicago.

Libraries: Beyond the Walls
by Janna dykstra smith ’77 
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You love Northwestern College. 

You think more students should give Northwestern a look. 

Put our money behind your message with Northwestern’s Red Recruiter Scholarship. 

The scholarship costs you nothing—you give the gift; we foot the bill. 

Give the Red Recruiter Scholarship to any high school student as an encouragement to check out 
Northwestern College. Completed scholarship cards are mailed to Northwestern’s Office of Admissions and 

kept until the recipient either decides to enroll or goes elsewhere. Recipients who enroll receive a $500 
Red Recruiter Scholarship as part of their NWC financial aid package.    

Give the gift of Northwestern to a student.
Give the gift of a student to Northwestern.

You can give the Red Recruiter Scholarship to as many students as you want, including any in your own 
family. Contact alumni@nwciowa.edu to request additional Red Recruiter Scholarship cards.
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Sister Act
     When Amelia Thies moved into the 

third south floor of Fern Smith Hall in 

August, the anxiety of starting college 

was lessened by the fact that she knew 

her roommate, Emma. In fact, they had 

always been roommates. And a third 

sister, Paige, was just down the hall.

     The triplets—daughters of Don and 

Peggi (Vander Linden ’91) Thies of rural 

Melvin, Iowa—didn’t originally plan 

to attend the same college, but as they 

searched, Northwestern seemed like 

the best fit for all of them. 

     “They weren’t ready yet to make 

that break,” says Peggi. 

     And, besides, by living on the same 

floor at the same school, they would 

still be able to share things like blow-

dryers, shampoo and clothes.
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