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Alumni return to NW as educators
STUDENTS RETURN TO
ALMA MATER

ANGELA WINTERING
THEATRE
From the early years of
Northwestern’s
foundations
to today’s fancy new Welcome
Center, NW has always left
an impression on its students.
Whether they go on to become
world-class scientists, Tonynominated actors or all-star
athletes, NW graduates are
prepped for greatness. Some of
them choose to pass on some
of that greatness back onto
current NW students. That’s
right, NW has a whole crowd of
professors who are alumni.
Over the years, plenty of
things have stayed the same.
NW’s renowned sense of
community and a community
pointed towards Christ are two
key things professors reflect on.
Wayne Westenburg, a professor
for calculus, statistics and math
education courses reflected on
how the people who inhibit
NW are mostly the same.

“Most of the people faculty, staff and students - are
outstanding kingdom citizens
and I am grateful that has not
changed,” Westenburg said, a
graduate of the class of 1979.
Randy VanPeursem, NW’s
Science
Support
Services
Professional and alum of
the class of 1992, highlights
NW’s sense of community
and the strong caring nature
of professors both then and
now. The sentiment is echoed
by theatre professor Drew
Schmidt.
“We’re still drawing men and
women who long to be agents
of Christ’s redemption in the
world,” Schmidt said, class of
‘05.
Some of NW’s more wacky
facets have also stayed the
same. Dr. Rebecca Koerselman,
professor of US History and
‘03 graduate, brought up some
of the traditions that reigned
on campus during her days,
and most of them sound very
familiar to students. Traditions
like Coly Christmas, students

PHOTO BY NW MARCOMM & AMELIA HOLT
Computer science major Drew Schmidt poses witha laptop circa 2004. Drew is currently a theatre professor at
Northwestern.

making
scantily
known
pranks

snow angels while
clad and the wellcreativity of college
resonated then as

strongly as they do now.
Of course, with time comes
plenty of change. The physical
look of the campus is one of

the biggest differences from the
past couple decades.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 5

Caf or Commons? NW weighs in
CAFETERIA
COMPARISON
KAELIN ALONS

PUBLIC RELATIONS

It’s 5:43 p.m. on a
Sunday night and I am
walking to my Chevy
Malibu to head to Dordt
to meet with some
friends for supper at the
Commons. Upon arriving
at my car, I received a
phone call saying that the
Commons closes at 6, so
I needed to hurry to get
there.
Slamming my car
door, I’m praying no
cops are in the area as
the race against time
began. Running into the
Commons at 5:58 p.m.,
I met with two friends
who wished to remain
anonymous
because,

INSIDE

while they’re “ok hating
on Dordt’s Commons,”
they
would
rather
not face any potential
repercussions because of
their less-than-positive
remarks on the food
quality there.
Unfortunately,
due
to Dordt’s policy that
you can’t swipe multiple
meals at a time, I was
forced to pay the $7.25
in cash. However, their
drawer wasn’t working, so
the front desk worker had
to get my change from the
back.
With
it
being
a
weekend
night
during
Heartland
Convention,the Christian
school
teachers’
convention Dordt holds
every year, the food
options were limited

to pasta, a burger and
sandwich line, salad bar
and cereal area.
“The food isn’t good here
this weekend, or any
weekend to be honest,”
one of my friends
commented. “I usually
get the pasta or the stir
fry because they are the
best options.”
So, off to the pasta
line where noodles with
Alfredo sauce waited. All
food options were selfserve and, aside from the
burger line, there seemed
to be no cafeteria workers
in sight. Perhaps it was
because the Commons
was technically closed by
the time I got my food
or maybe that is just how
they do it there.
The salad bar was
almost
identical
to

Northwestern’s and the
fruit selection was good.
After grabbing pasta, a
banana, a side salad and
water, I walk over to the
table where my friends
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sat, saying hi to other
people I knew along the
way. The pasta itself was
pretty good: salty but not
overbearingly so, and the
noodles were cooked to

perfection. All the drinks
were in stock, unlike on
NW’s campus currently,
so it was nice to have a
full variety of options
CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
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Dordt ‘s cafeteria , called “The Commons” is similar to NW’s Cafeteria in many ways.
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ARTS & CULTURE 2
Unlikely pair unite in new record
NEW ALBUM, OLD
STYLES
MISAEL BRUZZONE
ECONOMICS

Tony Bennett’s 61st
record and Lady Gaga’s
seventh record meet in
a wonderful mixture of
nostalgia and elegance. The
record is a throwback to
orchestral jazz of decades
past that still delivers with
the same catchiness and
swing as the genre did
in its heyday. Recorded
from 2018 to 2020, Love
for Sale is a wonderful
fruit of the lifelong
friendship between the
two musicians. The record
is also a tribute to Bennett
himself who has been
struggling with health
issues.
Love
for
Sale
is
a
soothing
and
heartwarming
studio
effort from the duo in
their second collaboration.
Instrumentally, the record
is a love letter to orchestral
jazz of the 1940s and
1950s. Piano, brass and
strings
arrangements
dominate
the
scene
yet still serve only as a

backdrop for the full vocal
range of Gaga. Classic jazz
percussion dovetails the
instrumentals to create a
more than lovely sound
that is beyond tried and
true. The slow orchestral
rhythms carry the songs
to a plane of feel-good
nostalgia that is enough to
warrant the album praise
and respect.
Bennett joins Gaga’s
commanding
presence
every now and then,
most of the time subtle
and
sometimes
even
limited. However, Gaga’s
showmanship is palpable
in her voice. She delivers
more than her fair share
when Bennett seems to
be reaching his limits,
creating a well-balanced
vocal mix. The jazz legend
meshes perfectly with the
pop icon, so much so that
at times it’s hard to believe
the record was not crafted
more than seventy years
ago.
All the songs on the
record were written by
the legendary Cole Porter,
another jazz giant of
the past. Love for Sale is
meant to be a tribute to the
man who helped define

the sound of the early
to mid-1900s. His lyrics
remain witty and playful,
old fashioned at times
but appropriately placed
within the instrumental
context. Gaga delivers
every line with confidence
and an almost flirtatious
attitude that is needed in
a record like this one. The
songs echo the sound and
feel of classic Broadway
musicals and Sinatraesque spectacle.
Nonetheless, the record
fails to innovate or attempt
anything in a new way. It is
important to mention that
the record never set out
to innovate or reinterpret
the musical elements it
performs. However, at
the end of the day, the
record is still a carbon
copy of an established but
perhaps forgotten genre.
Thus, there is nothing
someone has never heard
before in this record.
Gaga, known for her bold
artistic directions, does
nothing of the sort in this
studio album. Both Gaga
and Bennett fall into preestablished roles that
demand no boldness.
Having said that, there is

COURTESY OF LADYGAGA.COM

no denying that the album
is incredibly fun and more
than pleasant to listen
to. There are no for-sure
chart toppers or (current)
radio friendly songs in
the record yet; they all
work together to create a
beautiful whole.
Bennett and Gaga once
again deliver a charming
effort with Love for Sale.

The tribute to classic
American music of the
first half of the twentieth
century comes across as
loving and fun. Porter’s
lyrics and compositions
shine with new life in
the album. There is no
denying that both Gaga
and Bennett seem to be
having a great time. The
orchestral jazz sound

demonstrates its rocksteady nature, proving it
might be less popular than
it once was but not any
less enjoyable. Although
the record doesn’t try
anything new in any
way, the duo still offers a
worthy addition to both
their extensive and diverse
catalogues.

Riveting story of acceptance and courage
MOVIE REVIEW

REYNOLDS IN NEW
COMEDY
GRACE HARRE
SOCIAL WORK

The
Broadway
hit
musical,
Dear
Evan
Hansen, is now adapted
for the screen and available
for viewing in the theater.
The movie stars Ben Platt,
who originated the main
character, Evan Hansen,
on the Broadway debut
of the musical. Other
castmates include Kaitlyn
Dever,
Colton
Ryan,
Amy Adams, Amandla
Stenberg, and Julianne
Moore. The movie follows
a teen boy, Evan Hansen,
and his journey through
dealing with his crippling
anxiety and depression.
All movies that were
based on a different form
of media often skip or add
details and this movie is
no exception. However,
the movie and Broadway
musical do not hold much
variance in music stylings.
Without seeing the
original
Broadway
masterpiece, it is hard to
compare the plot, themes
and acting to the movie.

However,
comparing
music is a different story.
The original soundtrack
for the Broadway cast has
been available for listeners
for over seven years. With
this much time, any Dear
Evan Hansen enthusiast
is very familiar with the
songs. This puts pressure
on Platt, Dever and the
other vocal presences in
the movie to live up to the
original skill. Both Platt
and Dever maintain most
of the criticism due to
the number of songs they
perform together or alone.
Platt’s presence in the
film was debated. Some
thought that he had the
right to continue the part
of Hansen because he has
been perfecting the part
for years. Needless to say,
the vocal skill displayed in
both the original Broadway
recording and in the movie
alone speak for Platt’s skill
in this role. Moreover,
he won a Tony in 2017
for Best Performance by
a Leading Actor as Evan
Hansen. The only vocal
variation evident from the
two is that the film shows
some of Platt’s vocal flaws,
which only reinforces the

raw, vulnerable aspect of
his character.
Many were concerned
that Platt’s age would
not be appropriate when
playing this high school
senior. Platt’s age was not
as distracting as others
thought, but there were
moments it was apparent
he was older than most of
his screen mates.
The
other
leading
vocalist is Dever, (Zoe
Murphy) the love interest
of Hansen. Although she
does not have the powerful
sound of Laura Dreyfuss,
who
originated
Zoe,
Dever performs more of
the sensitive, light-hearted
vocal tone that plays to the
heart.
However, when Platt
and Dever perform their
duet of Only Us, it is hard
to hear Dever’s part when
the two sing together. One
can only wonder if they
engineered it to sound like
that or if she was shy. This
shyness is only temporary
because Dever brings the
emotional intensity later
that is required to sing the
mournful song, Requiem.
The overall movie cast
produces similar-sounding

versions of the original but
add a few surprises.
Most of the original
soundtrack is incorporated
into the film, lacing them
into the storyline through
narratives, flashbacks or
stilled moments in time.
The classic loved pieces
like, Waving Through a
Window and You Will Be
Found appear in the film,
but others like, Good For
You and Anybody Have
a Map, do not. These
pieces are not necessarily
pertinent to the plot line,
thus were first in line on
the chopping block.
The film, however, does
introduce two new songs:
The Anonymous Ones
and A Little Closer. The
former was written and
performed by Amandla
Sternberg, who played one
of Hansen’s friends, Alana,
in the movie. Sternberg
collaborated with the
songwriters, Benj Pasek
and Justin Paul, who wrote
the original soundtrack to
Dear Evan Hansen.
Overall, the movie did
live up to expectations.
While you can feel and
hear the emotions through
the original recordings, the

movie adds an emphasis
on the message of the songs
through cinematography
and acting.
Although there are
some differences in the
song performances, the
film represents a riveting
story about acceptance,

authenticity, self-love and
courage. However, it also
deals with hard themes
like suicide, depression,
anxiety and drugs. These
themes may be hard for
some, so viewer discretion
is advised.

COURTESY OF THE MOVIE DATABASE

ARTS & CULTURE 3
DME bringing God’s Word to life
NEW RESEARCH
AND SHOWS

PAIGE GINGER
ELEMENTARY EDUCATION
Drama
Ministries
Ensemble, or as it is better
known on campus, DME, is
a group that bring scripture
to life. The overall look has
changed as both students and
professors have come and
gone, but in the past, it has
been a half credit class and
touring group that performs
scripture and plays.
Last year due to COVID,
with Tyler Miller taking
on the role of directing
the group, they wrote and
performed solo shows; a
testimony-like play where
one actor plays every
character in their script.
The people involved are all
students that want to use the
talents that God has given
them to further his kingdom.
The current members
include: Sierra Tumbleson,
Grace
Spencer,
Karisa

Meier, Liam Nibbelink, Jack
MacGregor, Katelin Looney,
Ryan
Altman,
Noelle
Wamhoff, Rebekah Stoscher,
Jackson Paganini, and their
stage
manager,
Maddie
Loats.
Drew Schmidt is the
faculty advisor for the group.
However, Tumbleson has
taken on the role of leading
the group this fall semester
to read scripture for chapel
as they are currently without
a director. She took on this
task because she enjoys
leading in this way.
They have plans to bring
in a guest artist to direct
in the spring, which comes
with the opportunity for
new members to audition.
Auditions for DME will be
at the beginning of next
semester.
For the fall semester,
they
are
planning
to
continue putting together
short, verbatim scripture
performances for chapel
when requested. However,
that is not the only thing that

they are working on.
Tumbleson shared an
exciting upcoming piece that
DME has to offer, inspired
by Christian Story II with
Dr. Andres. As her honors
project, she is recruiting
a few talented freshmen
to theatrically showcase
biblical parallels from the
Old and New Testament.
She plans to show “[Jesus
as a new Moses, The Fall
vs The Last Supper] as well
as showcasing the amazing
talent of Grace Spencer,
a 5th year senior theatre
major, and Liam Nibbelink,
a
freshman
theatre
education major, as Judas
and Peter, comparing their
relationships chronologically
with Jesus.”
Tumbleson in addition
to having a script verbatim
from the Bible, is doing
research about how other
cultures depict religious
figures in the art they create.
“I am especially curious
about the Byzantine icons
and fresco cycles from

PHOTO BY JADEYN VELTKAMP
Drama Ministries Ensemble meets for a read through to prepare for an
upcoming performance.

the Renaissance, and how
we can use that mindset
into approaching verbatim
scripture
and
other
religious drama today,” said

Tumbelson.
Tumbleson, as well as
others, hope that in future
years, DME will get to go
on more adventures like a

few year ago when the group
traveled to Ethiopia to share
their talents and God’s work.

Music helps to connect to a cool God

NW STANDOUT
STUDENT
ANGELA WINTERING
THEATRE

A common theme among
many
dedicated
college
students is staying in the
department building for long
hours, practicing, studying
and rehearsing into the night.
That theme stands consistent
for April DeHaan, a senior
music major from Lincoln,
Nebraska.
In her three years here,
DeHaan has accumulated an
impressive list of roles within
the music department. As
dedicated and passionate
trumpet player, she has played
in Symphonic Band and Jazz
Band, as well as Orchestra
and the Brass Quintet.
DeHaan also sings as an alto
in both the A Capella Choir
and Heritage Singers. On top
of these, she holds positions
on the Band Council, as a
Choir Executive and is the
teacher’s aide for Dr. Holt and
the Symphonic Band.
Music was introduced
into DeHaan’s life at a very
early age. “I literally can’t
remember a time when music
wasn’t part of my life,” says
DeHaan.
Her
father
and
his
respective family played a key
role in instilling into DeHaan
the passion she has today for
the subject. DeHaan’s father
always had music playing
and consistently encouraged
his daughter toward musical
hobbies and pastimes. A very
early memory she has is of her
father sitting with her on his
lap, teaching her how to sing
a round using the song Row
Row Row Your Boat. Music
became a key way her father
and DeHaan connected with

each other.
One of the main ways that
music has impacted DeHaan’s
life appears through her faith.
DeHaan said, “Music allows
you to learn more about God
as well as feel more connected
to Him.”
“I feel like that’s a way
that God talks to me,” says
DeHaan. “It’s cool. God is
cool.”
Music isn’t the only
thing you can find DeHaan
doing on campus. She also
serves as an ambassador for
Northwestern
Admissions,
and you might see her leading
a tour or hosting someone for
lunch.
One of her favorite
activities outside of music is
attending the Black V shows.
In the entire time she has
attended Northwestern, she
has only missed one show.
Music
has
also
led

DeHaan across the world.
In her freshman year at
Northwestern, she traveled
with the Symphonic Band to
Spain and had the experience
of a lifetime. This coming
spring semester, DeHaan
hopes to travel to the
other side of the Eastern
Hemisphere with the A
Capella choir to Taiwan.
The path of music is
leading DeHaan to many
different and exciting places,
as it will most likely continue
to do so for her as she goes on
to achieve her career dream
of being an elementary music
teacher. When asked for some
advice she would give to those
around her, DeHaan gave
these wise words: “Sometimes
prioritizing
relationships
and conversation is more
important
than
doing
homework. Not always, but
sometimes.”

COURTSEY OF NW MARCOMM
April Dehaan is a senior music major at NW.

FEATURES 4
A summer spent studying abroad
POLAND, GREECE
AND MORE
HAILEY LOUW
STATISTICS

Does the idea of getting
away and touring a new
country with Northwestern
College students and faculty
excite you? Are you looking
for a more experiential
way of earning your crosscultural
credits?
Then
consider signing up for one
of NW’s four Summer Study
Abroad trips in 2022. The
locations for summer 2022
are the Czech Republic,
Greece, England and a joint
trip to Poland and Germany.
The Greece trip will be led
by Dr. John Vonder Bruegge
and is open to students who
are part of the NW Honors
Program. The group will be
gone from Monday, May 16
through Monday, June 6.
Their first week will be spent
in Athens and the second
week in the Peloponnese
using the coastal town of
Nafplio as a home base,
rounding out the third week
visiting Delphi and Meteora.
One
interesting
feature of the trip is the
accompaniment of the class
The Greek Legacy used as
preparation for sightseeing
on the trip.
“It’s a lot of work, but
when we get to Greece, it
means I’ve got a bunch of
tour guides who know their

sites extremely well, and
they wind up leading us on a
site tour even though they’ve
never actually been there
before,” Vonder Bruegge said.
“One of my favorite things
about the trip is watching
the reactions of students
when they see their site for
the first time with their own
eyes. It’s like watching a kid
in a candy store.”
Kyle Oschner and Leslie
Stover will be leading the
trip to the Czech Republic
from May 16 to June 7 and
will be spending most of
their time in Prague and
Olomouc
with
various
excursions from these bases.
The main topic of study is
physical culture. However,
the primary emphasis is not
just competitive sports and
games, but physical activities
that promote an ideology
of body and mind, cultural
values, unity and harmony.
“I truly believe that the
best learning experiences
are the ones in which you
are intimately involved,”
Oschner
said.
“There’s
something profound and
different when you have the
opportunity to engage all
five senses with significant
touch points and moments of
vulnerability. The learning is
more deeply embedded into
our thinking processes. You
not only learn from it, you
are transformed by it.”
Dr. Rebecca Koerselman
and Dr. Chris Nonhof will be

PHOTO BY PRATIK PAUDEL
SSA leaders include Ethan Koerner, Rebecca Koerselman, John Vonder Bruegge, Kyle Oschner and Leslie Stover.

leading the trip to Germany
and Poland from May 25 to
June 15. The focus of the trip
will be touring Holocaust
sites in both countries.
“Learning
about
the
Holocaust in the classroom
setting is significant, but
touring the actual sites and
discussing public history
through museums, sites,
shrines and the role of
memory creates a different

and valuable understanding
of the Holocaust and how
it has been remembered,”
Koerselman said.
Not only will students be
able to visit these historic
sites, they will also have the
opportunity to travel around
Europe with peers for a price
that wouldn’t be feasible on a
solo trip.
Dr. Bob Hubbard and
Ethan Koerner will be

leading the trip to England
from May 21 to June 12. The
first part of the trip includes
visits to historic sites such
as abbeys, castles and
the birthplace of William
Shakespeare. Most of the
time is spent in London
visiting museums during the
day and going to musicals in
the evenings.
“London is one of the most
diverse and most culturally

influential cities in the
world, and this trip will
provide students to engage
with culture and the arts on
a global scale, as well as the
rich history of a city that has
been in existence for almost
two millenia,” Koerner said.
Applications
are
due
February 1, 2022 and can be
found on my.nwciowa.edu
along with more details and
associated costs.

Alumni roaming the halls of NW

FROM PAGE 1
Of course, with time
comes plenty of change.
The physical look of
the campus is one of the
biggest differences from
the past couple decades.
Heemstra Hall and West
Hall are two dorm names
students may hear thrown
around by recent alumni
and professor alumni
that don’t have physical
presences anymore. Some
buildings
have
been
repurposed,
like
how
Ramaker used to be the
campus library.
“[It] still has one
stairwell
that
smells
exactly like it did when
it was a library: old
books, college-age angst,
pheromones and a whiff
of panic,” Koerselman
said.
Schmidt
highlights

another change, speaking
on how people spend
their time.
“Namely, that there was
more of it,” Schmidt said.
“Today, fewer students
take courses for fun, less
explore extra curriculars
and free time isn’t often
spent playing. You’re still
young; imaginative play is
still important.”
As expected, there is
quite a culture shock
that comes with being a
professor at your alma
mater. A difference that
many
professors
find
is the role change that
happens when they have
assumed the leadership
status of a professor.
“I love that I get to
see all kinds of different
students transform into
adulthood,” Koerselman
said.
Schmidt
adds
his

PHOTO BY AMELIA HOLT
Dr. Koerselman holds her undergrad degree from her alma mater, the beloved Northwestern College.

favorite part of seeing
transformations
on
campus.
“Sharing
in
the
transformational power

of Christ that is possible
in this place, and gifting
to you all the great
experience I had, in a way
that is right and unique to

you,” Schmidt said.
NW
students
are
imbued with many words
of wisdom during their
time here from their

professors. That has been
true from the origins of
NW and can be seen with
the alumni coming to give
back to the institution.

FEATURES
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Kinesiology dept. welcomes Dr. Singh
AN EXPERT IN
BIOMECHANICS
KAYLEE BANDSTRA
PUBLIC RELATIONS

Dr. Rajat Emmanuel Singh is the
new assistant professor of kinesiology
at Northwestern College. Dr. Singh
loves the Christian atmosphere of
this college and enjoys encouraging
students to see God in the world of
exercise science, kinesiology and
biomedical engineering.
Dr.
Singh
specializes
in
biomechanics, specifically synergy
analysis of amputees with the goal
of quantifying muscle coordination
strategies with assistive technologies.
He has had many works published,
including in the Journal of Applied
Bionics and Biomechanics.
Dr. Singh became interested in
biomedical engineering because of
people.
“Humans.
They
are
very
interesting,” Dr. Singh said. “The
human physiology and neurology
remind me that God can be
amazing.”
Because of his specialty in
biomechanics, he teaches the
biomechanics class. Other classes
Dr. Singh teaches are a physiology
class, anatomical kinesiology, motor

learning and body stewardship.
This new position is not without
challenges for Dr. Singh.
“I am still learning,” Dr.
Singh said. “The position is like
juggling; it’s a position with a lot of
responsibilities.”
Dr. Singh is adapting well to his
new position despite the juggling,
with help from students and faculty.
“At this point, even when juggling,
I’m doing well,” Dr. Singh stated. “It
is a very supportive environment.
My students and my advisor, Ross
Bouma, have helped me adjust.”
Department Chair of Exercise
Science Ross Bouma applauds the
amazing job Dr. Singh has put in to
teaching his students.
“Eventually he may advise some
of the exercise science students
and possibly oversee some of the
directed field experience classes
and internships for exercise science
students as well,” Bouma said.
One of Dr. Singh’s goals for his
class is to challenge them to learn
from their mistakes and to try again.
“I hope to teach students what
they should be representing,” Dr.
Singh said. “It’s better to try and fail
rather than to quit. Solve rather than
runaway.”
Bouma has observed Dr. Singh
stick to his statement.

“I have seen Dr. Singh working
with students individually and
in small groups in his office and
the RSC hallway,” Bouma said. “I
also know in class that he takes
the time to make sure all students
are understanding a problem or
concept.”
The Christian values at NW
attracted Dr. Singh to his current
position. He enjoys the peace that
surrounds the campus.
“God brought me here because I
wanted peace in my life,” Dr Singh
stated. “Northwestern’s community
is a stronghold community. It is like
a family.”
Dr. Singh is an Indian citizen, who
is working at NW on a work visa. He
received his undergraduate degree
in electronics and communication
engineering at Punjab University
in India. Dr. Singh first came to the
United States to receive his masters
and doctorate at the University of
Arkansas.
“This country is a hot spot for
research, has many opportunities
and, on a personal note, I see God
working in this country,” Dr. Singh
stated.
Dr. Singh continued his education
and career in the States. Before
working at NW, Dr. Singh was
working as a post-doctoral research

Challenge of the cafs
FROM PAGE 1
As I was eating and
chatting with my friends,
I noticed a table along the
back wall with a sign above
it reading: “The Turquoise
Table.” I was informed that
the Turquoise Table is for
students who show up to
the Commons alone for one
reason or another. They
can sit at the table, and
anyone can join them to
make friends.
“It’s a great idea,” one
of my friends commented,
“but no one uses it the way
it’s supposed to.”

“Yeah,” my other friend
chimed in “some even refer
to it as the ‘loser table’.”
Another
difference
about the dining area was
the variety in tables. All
their tables are smaller,
very few could seat more
than 12, and most of them
are circular, meant to
encourage
conversation.
I would encourage NW
to mix up the rectangular
and circular tables in both
dining rooms because of
how much I liked Dordt’s
set up.
After I finished eating, I
was encouraged by my two
friends to get the ice cream

because it “is really good
and never runs out.” So,
I walk over to the dessert
and ice cream station to
find that it was out of
order. Laughing at the
irony, all three of us exit the
Commons to say goodbye
and head out to each do
our homework loads for the
evening.
Overall, I say it was a
pleasant experience. The
atmosphere was great to
encourage
conversation,
and, while the food options
were limited, they weren’t
bad.
However, I’d still
prefer the NW Caf to
Dordt’s Commons any day.

PHOTO BY JADEYN VELTKAMP
Alons compares her Dordt eating experience with her familiarity with NW’s caf.

PHOTO COURTESY OF NW MARCOMM
Dr. Rajat Emmanuel Singh specializes in biomechanics.

fellow at the Joint Department of
Biomedical Engineering at North
Carolina State University and
University of North Carolina in

Chapel Hill. Dr. Singh also worked
for a short period at the University
of Minnesota.

OPINIONS
HOT
TAKES!
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The Christian case against geese

(As voiced by you, the students)

Which water
fountain on
campus is the
worst and why?
“Steg 2nd South... the water
does not flow into your
bottle - it trickles. It makes
a mess and it is not a steady
stream of water, not to
mention it tastes gross.”

“LC main floor or VPH
main floor because of the
metallic taste to it.”

“Bultman. You’d think by
now they would have a
water bottle filler.”

“Theatre building. It does
not work well and it tastes
terrible.”

“Steg 3N short fountain.
Tastes like sewage and gives
you a shower while using.”

“Theatre building because
it takes forever to fill up a
water bottle.”

“The one by the front doors
of the RSC. The flow is
sooooo weak. ”

Isaiah Lee

Political Science

As Christians, we know we are called to
care for God’s creation.
Adam’s first heavenly assignment was
naming the animals. Noah was called to
shelter two of every kind of animal on the
ark to weather the storm. Animals are a
beautiful gift from God. However, today,
I’m here to argue that Noah should have
left the geese behind because I’m not so
sure God intended for them to exist.
The first example of a creature displaying
evil was in the Garden of Eden. The
serpent whispered lies into Eve’s ear, and
eventually the image-bearers of God caved
into temptation. Serpents symbolize many
things in the Bible, including evil and chaos.
And what is a goose but not a winged
serpent?
It doesn’t take much time around a goose
to develop a natural hatred for the species.
They’re always in a giant group, known as

a flock. Notice how in the Bible, the word
flock is used not to describe geese, but
gentle, wandering, sheep that symbolize
the people of God. A flock of geese is
always in the exact worst spot for them to
be, usually covering an entire road or trail.
They poop everywhere, transforming an
ordinary sidewalk into a path of landmines.
Luckily, King Solomon gives us some advice
on how to traverse a goose’s dumping
ground:
“Let your eyes look directly forward, and
your gaze be straight before you. Ponder
the path of your feet; then all your ways
will be sure. Do not swerve to the right or
to the left; turn your foot away from evil.”
Proverbs 4:25-27 ESV
Geese, being the natural demons that
they are, don’t always appreciate your
presence on a trail. If you ever build up
the courage to approach a goose, you
will instantly regret it. First, a goose will
look at you with a death glare. This is your
opportunity to leave. If you keep going,
however, you will hear the most awful
sound imaginable--a goose’s hiss. That’s
right. What did I tell you about serpents
and chaos? When you hear this dreadful
hiss, you have only a few moments to flee
the area. If you happen to catch a goose
on an off day (geese are always on an off
day), you will observe the goose opening

its wings and flap them threateningly. They
think they are the biggest predator on
earth. Believe them. It is now time to run.
Remember the worship song that people
sometimes get mad about? The one about
God chasing us down, fighting til we’re
found, leaving the 99? Well, geese are the
exact opposite here. Geese will absolutely
chase you down. They will flap their wings
with a ferocity you’ve never seen, and can
get to a speed of 40 miles per hour. Geese
are relentless. If they think for a second that
you might harm their egg, there is no wall
they won’t kick down coming after you.
Your best bet here is to duck and remember
you’re not alone: the prophet Jeremiah has
been in your situation.
“I have been hunted like a bird by those
who were my enemies without cause.”
Lamentations 3:52
This is a lot of gloom and despair. So
how, as Christians, are we to respond to this
overwhelming evil in the world? We ought
to remember the words of 1 John 3:
“The reason the Son of God appeared
was to destroy the works of the devil.”
Have peace, Northwestern. Geese will
one day ultimately be destroyed.

History majors have great personalities

Mark Cooley
History

Have you ever wondered who the best
people to meet on campus are? Look no
further than the history department.
history majors are easily the best people
to meet on campus. Not only is history
the greatest major of all time, but it also
contains the greatest personalities on
campus. Have you ever met a history
major at Northwestern who had a dull
and unamusing personality? History
majors have always been the life of
the party and have been influential in
making my time at Northwestern a fun
and enjoyable experience because we
stand out.
Here are some Raiders who show
why history majors have the greatest
personalities from my perspective.
Critiquing the pronunciation of
Socrates and cracking jokes during
Political Philosophy with Rex Kaemingk
(not his twin brother Colin) always
brings me joy.
Asking Landon Van Berkum any

$

question and watching him give a
correct explanation on any topic is
always an interesting time. It is also
interesting to listen to him speak in a
million different languages (current as
well as ancient).
Jamming out to any classic rock band
or creating acronyms out of the craziest
words in Special Methods of Teaching
Social Studies with Emma Geary is
always a blast.
Some of my favorite things to do in
North Suites is to witness my roommate,
Caleb Arnett, destroy anyone and
everyone in body body, watch Ted Lasso
and galavant around campus in suits or
Hawaiian Friday gear.
Something that always makes my
day is defining every event discussed
as a Creedal Passion Period (Shout out
to American Political Thought) with
Jeremiah Delzer throughout Political
Philosophy. It helps me pay attention
even when I had no sleep the night
before because socialization is way
more important than sleep :).
regretting taking history classes with
Alex Nonhof and discussing how we
should teach history together postcollege as well as explaining to each
other how much we miss each other
every day is something I will never
regret.
Cameron Beach has brought joy to my
life ever since I was his OSTAFF leader in
2020. He has always been present for me
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and has talked me through a lot of the
problems I have had. Along with this, he
has always lent an ear to my plethora of
rants. He has easily become one of my
favorite people on campus.
Someone who is truly the life of every
party is William Minnick. He brings a
positive point of view to any social
setting. He brings a smile to my face
every time I see him. Will is an excellent
listener to any conversation and will
always make Bible Man jokes whenever
given the opportunity. (P.S Raiders, this
beautiful man is still single)
If you are still hesitating whether or
not you believe my bold claim, talk to a
History professor. All of Northwestern’s
history professors have interesting
personalities and make being a history
major even more awesome.
Being a history major is something I
will never regret. It has led me to feel
free to express my personality and has
allowed me to think critically about any
discussion. Whenever I ask someone
who their favorite teacher was in high
school, the answer is their history
teacher. They say this because their
history teacher had the best personality.
Being a history major has allowed me to
truly stand out as a Raider. I implore you
to meet the people above. They have all
made my college experience fun and
have all proven to me why history is the
best major and why history majors have
the best personalities.

Editor’s Note
The opinions published both in print and online
are the opinions of the authors only. Beacon
staff members do not necessarily support the
opinions expressed in this section. Research and
editing (other than formatting) of articles is the
responsibility of the authors rather than the editors.
Respectfully,
the Beacon staff
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NW men’s soccer makes program history
NO. 21 IN THE
NATION

JILLIAN SIMON
CHRISTIAN ED/YOUTH MIN
The Northwestern men’s
soccer
team
is making
history this season. The men
are currently 11-1-1 on
the season and 7-0 in the
GPAC. They are the No.1 team
in the conference, ranked No.
21 in the nation and are only
moving up in the ranks.  
Their only fall was a
2-3 loss to William Penn,
who competes in the most
competitive
conference in
the nation. William Penn
previously downed Missouri
Valley, the current No.1 team
in the nation and defending
national champions. It goes
without saying that NW can
hang with the top of the
competition.  
Not only is the team

breaking new ground, so
is junior goalkeeper Zeke
Foltz. Foltz has received the
honor of GPAC defensive
player of the week three
times already this season,
but that is not where the
awards end. On September
21, Foltz was named the
NAIA defensive player of the
week. This is the first time in
program history that a NW
men’s soccer player has been
named an NAIA player of the
week. But Foltz will be the
first to tell you, this is a team
award, not an individual one.  
“Being the first NAIA player
of the week in men’s soccer
history is a huge honor. It says
a lot about how I am playing
this year, but more importantly
it tells the story of all the guys
in front of me. The defense has
played incredible this year, and
the offense has been dangerous
making it that much easier
for us defensively. This truly

was a team award and shows
the direction this program is
heading in.”  
The dangerous offense
that Foltz
speaks
of is
headed by fifth year senior
Juan Mackrey, who leads the
Raiders with six goals on the
season. Mackrey has also been
named as a GPAC offensive
player of the week this
season. When asked what he
attributes this year’s success
to, Mackrey simply states,
“I think the success of this
year comes from how hungry
the returners came back from
last year, and also the addition
of a great group of freshmen
who directly contributed to
make us a stronger team.”
Having a deep, talented
team and making history
isn’t all
the Raiders
want
to be known for. Head Coach
Dan Swier shares the team’s
season goal,  
“We have had one goal

PHOTO COURTESY OF NW ATHLETICS
Raider men celebrate one of sophomore Marco Alessios beautiful volley goals.

all season. It is the same
today as it was before the
season started, and it is
not going to change: earn
a bid to the national
tournament. All the other
things along the way; winning

a GPAC Championship and
being ranked, would just
be steppingstones to
the
national tournament.”
There is no doubt that the
NW men’s soccer team is having
a groundbreaking year. They

are hungry for that national
tournament bid and, by the
looks of it, will stop at nothing
to get there.

Raider volleyball downs Briar Cliff in straight sets
NW DOMINATES
CHARGERS

CAROLINE VAN BERKUM
MATHEMATICS

Your
Red
Raider
volleyball team stepped on
the court last Wednesday,
October 6 for their game
against Briar Cliff. After
3 matches, the Raiders
emerged victorious, taking
down the Chargers, making
the Raider record move to
12-5 on the season.
This was the Raiders
second time competing
against Briar Cliff, and they
dominated every aspect
of the match finding their
rhythm, not allowing the
Chargers to even get to the
20-point mark. Throughout
the game, Northwestern
had an amazing defensive

and offensive fight. Their
passes and serves were
especially noticeable, which
meant that junior setter
Jadeyn Schutt could easily
set her hitters. Senior Bekah
Horstman and freshman
Alysen Dexter both had 12
kills on the night, and junior
Olivia Shaub tallied nine
kills for the night.
Senior
Natalie
Engebretson says, “We took
control early, which was
important. After gaining
that control, we continued
to play hard and not just go
through the motions”.
In the first match, BCU
took the lead with 7-5, but
the Raiders went on a 5-0
steal to get the momentum
working in our favor. NW
was able to put the Chargers
away in the first set 25-17.
The second set the Raiders
were dominate the entire

time, holding the lead until
the end with the finishing
score 25-14. And with the
closing set, BCU would
claim the first three points to
attempt to repeat the teams
August 28 match by taking
a single set from NW. The
Raiders would have none of
that, with the score at 9-8 the
Raiders went on a 16-4 run
to finish the set at 25-12, to
complete the game and take
the win against the Chargers.
The Raiders were led
defensively by senior Emily
Strasser with 13 digs, senior
Natalie Engebretson with 10
digs, and Dexter with 7 digs.
In total, there were eight aces
on the night, seven blocks,
and forty assists.
Many
think
the
renovations to the Bultman
help keep the motivation up.
Schutt said, “The lighting
is much better now, and it

brings some great Raider
vibes to the community.”
This is indeed true, as the
Bultman was home to both
students, parents, faculty
members and community
members alike. As of
Wednesday morning, NW
volleyball moved up to No.
14 in the coach’s poll.
The Raiders fell to
Midland last Saturday,
October 9, in three sets
(25-27, 17-25, 18-25).
This weekend, NW has
two games coming up. On
Friday, October 11, they
will play the No.11 College
of Saint Mary, Flames, with
a first serve at 7:30 p.m.
The next day, October 12,
the Raiders will take on the
Mount Marty, Lancers in the
Bultman at 3 p.m.

PHOTO COURTESEY OF NW ATHLETICS
Senior Bekah Horstman helping the Raiders in their win with 12 kills in the game.

Raiders cross country making great strides in season
FOUR WEEKS
FROM GPAC
HAILEY LOUW
STATISTICS
The Red Raider men
and women were ready
to compete this past
Saturday, October 9,
in Sioux Center after
successful outings at
Roy Griak for the men
and at Briar Cliff for
the women. This was an
important meet for both
teams as they met up
with some GPAC teams,
just four weeks out from
the GPAC conference
meet.
The
men’s
team
finished the day in
fourth place out of nine
teams. They were led by
senior Levi Cross with a
personal best of 25:41 in
the 8K. Cross finished

the race fourth overall,
breaking up a pack of
Dordt runners at the
finish line. Four seniors
followed behind Cross
to round out the scoring
for the Raiders. Senior
Ian Wiersma and senior
Dawson Jacobsma both
finished in the top
35 for the men’s race,
posting times of 27:12
and 27:16.
“As a team we didn’t
race as well as we
had hoped.
As we
go forward into the
last four weeks of the
season, we must work
to do so we can be in a
position to beat other
teams as the conference
meet rolls around,” said
Wiersma.
On the women’s side
of the race, the Raiders
were led by senior
Morgan Marker, posting

a second-best time of
19:33. She was followed
by sophomore and coteam captain Katlyn
Wiese who finished the
5K in 20:01. Overall,
the women finished the
meet placing sixth out
of eighth teams.
This meet was an
important
one
for
sophomore BreElle Van
Zee, who was able to
compete in her first
collegiate cross country
meet after battling
injuries throughout her
freshman season.
“The women’s team
is continuing to gain
experience
as
the
upperclassmen have not
had to take on scoring
roles in the past and the
freshmen are learning
the ropes. The number
three
through
five
spots have been held

by different raiders
throughout the season,
which is exciting as we
continue to grow.”, said
Coach Carrie Krohn.
As for the men’s team,
“After beating Doane
in the first meet of
the season, we were
upended by the Tigers
today. We’ll work to
re-group and finish the
season well at Mount
Marty.”,
Both the men and
the women’s teams
will
compete
next
at the Mount Marty
Invitational in Yankton,
SD
on
Saturday,
October 23rd at 10:30
a.m.
The GPAC
Championships will be
held at Landsmeer Golf
Course in Orange City
on November 6th at
10:45 a.m.

PHOTO COURTESEY OF NW ATHELTICS
The men’s and women’s cross country team work hard while in preparation for
GPAC meet.
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Newly renovated Bultman Center
BULTMAN RENOVATION
BRINGS NEW LIFE TO CAMPUS
ZOE HEEMSTRA

Aaron Eckmann
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was overdue for a facelift. This is the first of a
two-part phase that began in April of 2021 and
is nearing total completion.
Athletic teams gradually began using the

Caleb Arnett

facility throughout the fall, but the official

Opinions Editor

opening for all public was on Wednesday,

Katie Jacob

September 29. Dr. Micah Parker, Northwestern’s

Sports Editor

vice president for athletics, led a dedication
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volleyball team used the gym for the first time
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ceremony held in the lobby before the Raider
in the competition. They earned a decisive
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clarity and length.
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Advertising Manager
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nwciowa.edu.

PHOTO BY ZOE HEEMSTRA
The lobby of the Bultman Center was given a fresh look to welcome visitors to Raider athletic events.

victory over Dakota Wesleyan. The Raiders beat
the Tigers 3-1 and recorded NW’s first victory
in the new and improved Bultman Center.
A remodel of the gym, including the brandnew John and Ann Den Hartog court, fresh red
bleachers and balcony seating, updated gym
wall pads and a modernized scorers’ table, were
among several other improvements. The lobby
now includes new Raider athletic branding,
upgraded bathrooms and updated hall of fame
and trophy displays. The hallways also received
new flooring and repainted details, topped off
with a repaired roof, replaced lighting and air
conditioning added inside the gym.
Dr. Parker says the Bultman Center is NW’s

“most visible athletic facility.” He notes the

The first women’s basketball game will be

importance of this project, saying, “The mission

played on Friday, October 29, at 6:00 p.m., with

of the Northwestern College athletic department

a men’s game to follow.

is to honor Christ through excellence. These

The Raider volleyball team followed their

facility upgrades will help us continue to be

first home victory in the Bultman Center against

excellent.”

Dakota Wesleyan, with another triumph over

NW faculty are not the only ones excited

Briar Cliff last Wednesday. They have five more

about the renovations. Taylor VanderVelde, a

home games in the regular season. Between

senior on the women’s basketball team, notes her

volleyball, men’s and women’s basketball and

enthusiasm.

wrestling, over fifty athletic events will be

VanderVelde said, “Our team is thrilled about

hosted in the Bultman Center in the 2021-

the new and improved Bultman Center. It already

2022 school year. The $2.25 million project will

feels like a next-level facility, and we can’t wait to

certainly deliver an improved experience for

compete in it soon.”

Raider teams and fans for years to come.

NW prison ministry goes to South Dakota

PRISON OUTREACH
PROGRAM

doing ministry work is going to

see that there are still people

will be visiting Cornerstone

change their lives and witness

their NW emails. They can give

be saved or have a conversion

walking alongside them in life

Prison Church in Sioux Falls,

to them, but their personal

students more information if

ASHLEE SAMMONS
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

right there in the prison.

and are never alone.

South Dakota in November.

stories, experiences, and faith

they are interested in the prison

The group will also be returning

were an encouragement to all

ministry or if they want to be

to these prisons in the spring.

of us.”

involved in the work happening

Northwestern’s

mission

statement talks about doing
God’s redeeming work in the
world. Zoe Heemstra and Lily
Anderson are doing just that.
They want to be able to share
with people within the prisons
that have been forgotten about
in a sense. Heemstra and
Anderson talked about the
overall reason as to why they
started the Prison Ministry
as the Justice and Service
Coordinators.
Prison ministry isn’t for
everyone, but it gives the
people that are a part of it
an

eye-opening

experience

and how they can live out the
mission statement as sons and
daughters in Christ. 		
This type of opportunity is
difficult, and there is no way to
help everyone. Not everyone
that you are going to meet while

Heemstra and Anderson are

As much as the prison visits

doing just that as Justice and

benefit the inmates, it also

Service coordinators.

encourages the students.

In regards to the first visit,

If anyone is wanting to

When asked why they chose

On Oct. 10, they visited

Anderson said, “It was very eye-

get involved in the prison

to start doing prison visits,

Livingstone Prison Church in

opening for everyone involved.

ministry, they can contact

Heemstra said, “We believe

Springfield, South Dakota, and

We thought we were going to

either Anderson or Heemstra at

on campus.

that prison ministry is an
opportunity to reach people
that have become excluded
from society. It’s a congregation
of

incarcerated

people

dedicated to bettering each
other and the world through
the work of the Holy Spirit.”
They gather regularly to
speak hope in an often hopeless
place. The ministry is a great
way to show the inmates that
they have value, are still cared
about and are still loved by
Jesus.
The prison ministry is a time
of fellowship and worship with
the inmates. The students get
to hear the inmates’ stories
and vice versa. The visits are
an opportunity for inmates to

PHOTO BY ZOE HEEMSTRA
A group of ten students traveled to Springfield, SD on Oct. 10 to worship with Livingstone Prison Church.

