




















Features

Documentary honors Heemstra
as residents adjust to life in Coly

BY KATE WALLIN

Unapologetic. Thates how one former
resident describes the Heemstra community
in the “ Im, eltes All True.Z

The*Im ... detailing traditions such as El
Gato Negro, the fact that every Heemstra
resident has a nickname and the annual
outdoor community of Stoopathon ... has
become a memento as the Heemstra men
have transitioned into a new phase of
community life.

Produced by senior Kameron eDrifterZ
Toews and three other former video
production students, the documentary details
the history and heart of Heemstra Hall in
its last months of existence before facing
demolition in Spring 2010.

oIt was a kind of farewell to the building
because living in that dorm has meant so
much to so many,Z Toews said. *This year
they showed it in the two Heemstra wings
of Colenbrander to show the guys: this is the
community; these are your traditions.Z

Toews cites his favorite part of the “ Im as
an interview with former resident Jared
*GillZ White. sHe speaks to how he learned
that vulnerability spurs on vulnerability.
Thates really what we were trying to get
across. Thatliving intentionally with other
people and sharing all that you have, while
it may seem odd to other people, can be
extremely impactful.Z

Although the documentary focuses some
on speci” c traditions, ites this emphasis on the
idea of living in community that Heemstra
continues to build upon in their new home
on third " oor Colenbrander.

So what is it like living in the Heemstra
community two years later?

eltes hard because some of the traditions
might be considered disruptive by other
Colenbrander residents,Z said junior Ma
*GadgetZ Latchaw. *Normal people donet
like some of the things we do.Z

eltes good because there are so many more
guys to experience life together with,Z Toews

said. «But thates a downside too. There are
SO many guys to know so you donet always
know them as deeply.Z

A recent survey of freshman at the
Heemstra table aroundthe “ ve osclock dinner
hour showed an overwhelming consensus:
they donet think theyesd be as satis“ed with
their residence life experience without the
community traditions.

*Theyere kind of scary at first,Z said
freshman Mark Van Spronsen. sBut once you
participate in them, theyere really fun.Z

o donet know about the traditions yet,Z
said freshman David sSnakesZ Green. «But |
love the community.Z

The change is felt most by
upperclassmen. *The fact that we donet
have our RD makes it ali le di erent,Z
said Nathan *DadZ Mastbergen. ¢l think
the traditions lose a li le bit of depth. But
therees added meaning because theyere
completely headed by students.Z

Still, the change is promoting a new kind
of community. Around fall break of this
year, a group of men from Colenbrander set
out for the Colorado Rocky Mountains.
Originally an all-campus menes event,
Heemstra residents have been the only ones
to participate in years previous.

o[t wasnet all Heemstra this year,Z said
freshman Brook *Ru 07 Stevens. *Mostly
Heemstra guys. Some from Coly. And
[Colenbrander RD] Ryan Anderson. | thought
it was awesome.Z

Over the course of 48 hours, they drove
to Colorado Springs, took 45 minutes to rest,
hiked Pikees Peak and made it home in time
for 7:45 classes on Monday.

*We didnet take the trail, we just went up
the mountain,Z Stevens said. It took us eight
hours to get up and probably three hours
to get down. It was the ultimate test of the
mental will.Z

Ites this mixing of traditions that will
continue to de“ne the Heemstra community
in the years to come.
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Jasmine and Tamara Smith are from a multi-faith home. Their mother is Buddhist; their father is Christian.

Sisters harmonize
faith and family

BY TYLER LEHMANN

Most kids get told to stay
out of the cookie jar, but
when sisters Tamara and
Jasmine Smith were kids,
they got told to stay out of
the «Buddha room.Z

Northwestern senior
Tamara Smith and junior
Jasmine Smith have a
father who is Christian
and a mother who is
Buddhist. When the sisters
were young, their mother
set aside a room for a shrine
to Buddha.

All we knew was that
Mommy does her thing and
ites not right,Z Jasmine said.
*We went to church and
Mommy did her own thing,
which was wrong.Z

Tamara and Jasmineess
mother met their father
when he was a naval o cer
stationed in Hawaii. Over
his naval career, the Smith
family lived in Guam and
Washington before moving
to lowa.

My dad was the head
of the house, so he got the
“nal say on our religion,Z
Jasmine said.

When their father was
on duty abroad, Tamara
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A photograph taken just before demolition of Heemstra Hall in Spring 2010. Erected in 1950, the
building was named after Northwestern College’s rst president, Jacob Heemstra.

accompanied their mother to

fond memories of a ending
temple, recalling chanting
monks, sprinkling holy water
and eating delicious food.
On the other hand,
a ending church with their
father was sometimes less
peaceful for Tamara and

“People at church
literally told me
that my mom
would burnin
hell unless |
did something
about it.”

Jasmine. Other churchgoers
knew their mother followed
Buddhism and often
pressured them to convert
her to Christianity.

Many nights, | cried
myself to sleep,ZJasmine
said. *People at church
literally told me thatmy mom
would burninhellunless I did
something about it.Z

In high school, Jasmine
tried many times to convert
her mother. Jasminess father
bought his wife a Bible
translated into Thai, her
native language, but she
never read it.

Jasminees mother,
however, never made e orts

temple services. Jasmine has to convert her family to

Buddhism. Because the
religion places more
emphasis on living a
virtuous life than confessing
particular spiritual beliefs,
she wasnet opposed to raising
her children as Christians.

“According to Buddhism,
being a good person is what
ma ers,Z Jasmine said. Since
Christians are supposed to be
good people, it didnet make a
di erence to her.Z

In recent years, Jasmine
and Tamara have begun
taking an interest in their
motheres beliefs.

When Jasmine visits her
mother, she participates in
prayersto Buddha. However,
her goalis notto connectwith
the awakened one, but with
her mother.

*By praying to Buddha
with my mom, I gainabe er
understanding of who she is
and where she comes from,Z
Jasmine said.

Jasmine also has
a pamphlet of Buddhist
scripture from her mother.
She carries it in her purse to
remind her of her mother.

*When it comes to
religion,Z Jasmine said.
*My momes beliefs have
given me a more universal
perspective. ltes caused me
to ask questions.Z
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Seim leads

Raiders in road

BY MICHAEL SIMMELINK
SPORTS EDITOR

The No. 15 Northwestern
men’sbasketball team scored
the first bucket of the game,
and never looked back in
their 87-66 road victory
against Mount Marty on
Wednesday night.

NW is now one game
away from a 20-win season,
and is sitting third in the
GPAC with a 12-5 record.

The Raiders came out
firing immediately, and
started outthe gameona 18-2
run. They continued to put
on the pressure throughout
the first half, leading by as
many as 43-24 with a few
seconds leftin the half before
a buzzer-beater three gave
theLancerssome momentum
going into half.

NW refused to let
the hosts have life, and
continued to outplay Mount
Marty, leading by asmany as
35 in the second half. Every
player in a uniform had at
least eight minutes of action
in the contest.

Senior Walker Seim
continued his hot streak,
scoring a game-high 18
points in only 17 minutes.
Junior Ben Miller put in 16
points of hisown and led the
teaminrebounds with eight.
Also scoring double digits
were junior posts Daniel
Van Kalsbeek (12) and Stu
Goslinga (10).

encouraging performance
of the night was the Raiders
defense, which held the
Lancersto32 percentshooting
from the floor, and 33 percent
from beyond the arc.

“Our whole game plan
was to take their one
shooter out of the game,”
said junior Jacey Hoegh. “If
he’snotshooting well, then
their whole team doesn’t
shoot well. Leeper and
[junior Josh Vander] Plaats
shutthatkid outreally well
and it took their team out
of rhythm.”

Against Concordia
on Monday night in a
rescheduled contest, Seim
put the team on his back and
dropped a career-high 34
points as well as grabbing ten
boards to fuel a 91-80 road
victory.

“A big part of our offense
is to get the ball into the guys
hands who are doing well,”
Hoegh said. “Walker made a
big shot, and over the next
five minutes we made a lot
of play calls that went to him.

After having Saturday’s
contest postponed due to
an ensuing snowstorm, NW
got to work early trying to
erase two memories. One
was of the slow start that
doomed them in their loss
at Dordt last time out, as
well as avenging a home
loss to Concordia earlier in
the season.

NW, who led by as much
as 17 at the midway point,
dominating the paint with
penetration and drawing
trips to the charity strip.
The Bulldogs couldn’t buy
a basket on their home
court, and shot 36 percent
from the field while going
2-11 from downtown.

Concordiaslowly began to
find their stroke and steadily
chipped into the visitor’slead.
By the time there were seven
minutes left in the game, the
host’s had claimed an eight-
point lead.

“Once we got the lead
we began to relax a little
bit,” Hoegh said, “which is
something we’ve struggled
with all year. Once they
got that lead, we kicked
it back in gear and got it
going again.”

NW did not remain
dazed and stuck with their
game plan of attacking the
rim, which helped them
reclaim thelead withjustover
four minutes remaining.

Despite the impressive
double-double by Seim,
he was far from the only
Raider to show up Monday
night. Senior guard Jon
Kramer went 10-15 from the
floor and had 23 points of
his own, which was one shy
of his career-high. Leeper
also added 10 points.

While the Raiders were
not overly impressive
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Senior guard Jon Kramer looks to dish after driving against Dordt on Feb. 1. Kramer contributed 23
points on 10-15 shooting in the Raider’s latest road win over Concordia.

managing only 45 percent,
they did earn 45 trips to
the free-throw line. They
converted 67 percent of their
opportunities there.

be attributed to the many
fast-break opportunities the
Raiders had in the contest.
“We just got stops,”
Hoegh said, “we could run

positionalot, and thatcaused
them to foul us a lot more.”

NW will return to their
home court Saturday and
play last place Doane at

Perhaps the most The first half was all

in field goal percentage, The trips to the line could

on them. They were out of 4 p.m.

Men’s and women’s track squads qualify five more events

BY DALTON KELLEY

The Northwestern track and field team traveled to Sioux
Center last Saturday to compete at the Dordt Invitational
indoor meet.

The Raiders made the trip a successful one, leaving
with 22 top-five finishes among the team. Three more
events qualified for the national meet automatically and
two more qualified provisionally.

Junior Brandon Hammack thought those who have made
it to the national meet are deserving and expects more to
qualify as the season progresses.

“Wejusthave to keep ourheads down and keep working
hard,” Hammack said. “The people thathave madenationals
are our elite athletes, and the rest of us are working hard
trying to get there.”

The women’s side of the team will be sending three
more events to the national meet, including senior Krystina
Bouchard and junior Brianna Hobbs in the 600m, both
finishing less than a second apart at 1 minute 37 seconds.
Bouchard took second in the race while Hobbs finished
in a close third.

Sophomore distance runner Dawn Gildersleeve also
ran well enough for a qualifying spot in the 1000m with
a time of 2:59.

Senior Teresa Kerkvliet and freshman Logan Hovland
also left the meet having qualified provisionally for the
national meet. Kerkvliet made the mark in the 800m with
a time of 2:19 and placing second in the event.

Hovland also provisionally qualified in the 1000m,
running a time of 2:33 and placing in the top spot in
the event.

Other top finishes among the women include freshman
Megan Walhof in the 400m (second) running a time of 1:02,
junior Amy Van Skike in the 3000m (second) finishing
the race in 10:47 minutes and senior Elizabeth Stevens
hurdling to a second place finish in the 55m with a time
of 8.7 seconds.

“The younger runners, especially the freshman, have
brought such a great energy,” Hammack said. “They
honestly put their whole heart into the sport. It’s
so exciting.”

The Raider men’s squad left the meet with a feeling of

accomplishmentafter having 12 events finish in the top five.

Top competitors include sophomore Jeriah Dunk in
the 55m dash (second palce) with a time of 6.53. Juniors
Brandon Schuler and Adam Potter competed in the
600m, with Schuler placing second in the event with a
time of 1:24. Potter placed third in the race running a
time of 1:26.

“It’s been an honor to run next to Jeriah,” Hammack
said. “We both have our better races, but it’s so rare that
someone will beat you in a race, then congratulate you
on your race and be genuinely encouraging.”

NW’s top relays at the meet include the 4x400 (3:26) and
4x800 (8:01) both finishing above all other competition and
coming away with first place finishes .

Success was not only seen on the track, but in the field
as well. Matt Huseman pulled out yet another victory in
the high jump with a leap of 6 feet 8.25 inches.

Senior Kiley Murra also placed second tossing the shot
put with his throw of 46-1.5.

The next stop for the squad will be in Seward, Neb., at
the Bulldog Invite.



SPOI‘ €S

Raider women recover after dropping key game

BY TOM WESTERHOLM

The Northwestern women's basketball team went on the
road Wednesday night and defeated Mount Marty 71-57. The
Raidersimproved to 13-4in the GPAC, and 19-6 on the season.

Junior forward Kendra De Jong led the Raiders with 16
points and 9 rebounds, but it was the defensive effort that
won the game for NW. The Raiders held Mount Marty to just
3-19 shooting from three-point range.

“Mount Marty has good balance in scoring on the
perimeter and inside,” said head coach Chris Yaw. “It [was
a] great opportunity for us to play another good team on
the road.”

NW also owned a big advantage on the boards, out-
rebounding the Lancers 43-27. Senior guard Kami Kuhlmann
added 12 points for the Raiders, while freshman Karen Hutson
contributed nine off the bench.

OnMonday, the Raiderslost a tough road game to second-
ranked Concordia 76-62. Concordia went on a 16-0 run in the
second half, from which NW never recovered.

“They didn't do anything special [during the run] but make
baskets whenwe didn't,” De Jong said. “We were getting shots
but we were not making them, and they were hitting theirs.
We started being passive and just settling for the easy shot
instead of attacking the basket.”

NW also turned the ball over 26 times, while Concordia

had just nine.

“The turnovers had a definite impact on the outcome,”
Yaw said. “I believe they scored 28 points off our turnovers.”

De Jong was more blunt with her observation.

“[Turnovers are] the reason why we lost,” De Jong said.
“In every other area we were matched evenly with them.”

De Jong led NW scorers with 12, while sophomore guard
Kenzie Small chipped in nine. Sophomore forward Alli
Dunkelberger led the Raiders in rebounds with eight.

NW stayed close until half-time, leading at the break 32-29.
The Raiders shot 50 percent in the first half, but cooled down
to 43 percent in the second.

“Defensively we remained pretty consistent throughout,”
Yaw said. “We did lose track of their shooters a couple of times
in the second half. We also had a few turnovers that led to
layups that we had no chance to defend.”

Concordia shotjust 34 percent for the game, butimproved
to 44 percent in the second half. Concordia’s leading scorer
dropped a game high of 27.

“This game is a good reminder for us,” De Jong said. “We
need to continue playing together for each other and have
passion for the game.”

The Raiders will look to rebound in a battle with Doane
in the Bultman at 2 p.m. on Saturday.

PHOTO BY KATI HENG
Freshman Karen Huston drives into the lane against Dordt on Feb.
1. Sophomore Sam Kleinsasser looks on for a potential rebound.
The women’s team dropped their road contest to Concordia on Mon-
day night before picking up a win at Mount Marty on Wednesday.

Single-game playoffs and truly crowning a champion

BY TOM WESTERHOLM

You may or may not have
heard, but the Giants won the
Super Bowl.

Yes, New York has been
crowned champions of the
NFL world and now, like the
sourest of all sour grapes that
I am, I must complain.

After 22 weeks of football,
Idon't think New York is the
best team in football. Don't
get me wrong: they earned
the right to be in the Super
Bowl. They beat Green Bay,

San Francisco and New
England, three of the NFL's
toughest teams.

But what indications do
we have that New York is
a better team than Green
Bay, San Francisco and New
England? That they beat
them in the playoffs? Please.

In a pressure packed
game, one game mind you,
anything can happen, like
Aaron Rodgers playing
badly, or Tom Brady
giving up an intentional

NW wrestling squad
hits wall versus Midland

BY TOM WESTERHOLM &
MICHAEL SIMMELINK

On Thursday night, the
Northwestern wrestling
squad suffered a humbling
setback against Midland,
falling hard 42-4.

The lone bright spot was
senior Josiah Simburger’s
14-4 win at 141-Ibs.

Junior Pedro Ruiz started
out the meet with a 6-5 loss
at 125-1bs.

At 165-1bs. Jesse McCann
was in a high-scoring match-
up, but fell 15-7.

Following him onto the
mat was senior David Carter,
who had the last best shot for
a Raider win, but ran out of
time and was defeated 3-2.

Senior Nic Leither found
himselfin anusual place after
losing his 197-Ibs. match 14-
5, just his fourth blemish of

the year.

Last Saturday, the NW
team qualified another
wrestler for the nationals
at the Briar Cliff open, as
freshman Tyler Schaefer
placed eighth in the 157 Ibs.
class to punch his ticket.

Sophomore Ariel Bosque,
another member of the
157 lbs. weight class, also
performed well, placing
second in the event.

“I felt pretty good this
weekend,” Bosque said. “I
beat a lot of kids I wasn't
supposed to beat. When you
have nothing to lose, you
kind of go all out.”

Bosque said the Raiders
were pleased with their
performances as a whole.

“We only had one loss in
our first round, so we did
fairly well,” Bosque said. “A

grounding safety.

Single game playoffs
make it easier for less
talented teams to beat more
talented ones. Sometimes,
this means thatthe best team
in a single season doesn't
win the championship.

Doesn't this bother
anyoneelse? Ilove being able
to say that the 2008 Celtics
were clearly the best team
in the NBA. They beat the
best the Western Conference
had to offer four times. They

proved themselves to be the
absolute best. Can the same
be said for the Giants?

I understand the
argument that predictable
sporting events aren't much
funatall. Butshocking upsets
should be just that: upsets.
We always want to see David
smite down Goliath, and in
our culture of immediate
gratification, we expect to
be treated to a shocking
Cinderella story every game.

I hate this. The reason

David defeating Goliath is
aspecial story isbecause 99
times out of 100, Goliath
crushes David with his
pinky finger. If tiny guys
with slingshots routinely
defeated
mightiest warrior, it

a nation's

wouldn't make for a good
story. That's my biggest
problem with one game
playoffs:
cheapen other upsets. They

the upsets

cheapen the story.
The problem for the NFL

is that they can't go to
a multiple game playoff
system. The season would
stretch too long, the players
would revolt against
having to play more
games since injuries would
skyrocket and the league
would suffer. Plus, the
average fan seems to enjoy
the current system. I'm just
registering my complaint:
Idon't.

Of course, it could be
worse. It could be the BCS.

PHOTO BY AMANDA SCHULD

Senior Josiah Simburger battles with his opponent Thursday night in the dual against Midland. Simburger, wrestling at 141-lbs., was the
lone victor in a rough 42-4 night for the home Raiders.

lot of guys said it was 'Throw
City," which was a lot of fun.
We had six or seven throws .
It was important for us to get
some good mat time. It will

be good to get a better seed
at the qualifier.”

Several of Northwestern's
wrestlers rested, having
already qualified, as the

Raiders prepare for their
qualifier match. But the
Raiders won't be resting on
their laurels.

“We still need to work on

bottom mat work,” Bosque
said. “We tend to kind of
do one move in a series of
moves. That'swhatwe willbe
working on this next week.”
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STADIUM THEATRE
717 8th Street SE ¢ Movie-Line 737-8866

Feb. 10 - Feb. 16

Star Wars: Episode 1 (3D)
The Phantom Menace
Fri: (4:00) 6:50, 9:45 *Sat: (1:00, 4:00) 6:50, 9:45
Sun: (]:00, 400) 6:50 * Mon-Thu: (400) 6:50

Northwestern TePaske Art Gallery

On campus until Friday, Feb. 17

Regional

stained glass

Mark Bogenrief, Bruce Medema, Lauren Ochsner

Gallery hours:
8 a.m-midnight Mon.-Sat.
1 p.m-midnight Sun.

|\AeNTNES) - This Means War
DAY Sneak Preview-Tues:4:00 & 7:00

The Vow
Fri: (420) 7:20, 9:30 Sat: (]:20, 420) 7:20, 9:30

Sun: (1:20, 4:20) 7:20 * Mon-Thu: (4:20) 7:20
Journey 2
Fri: (400) 7:00, 9:15 *Sat: (] :00, 400) 7:00, 9:15
Sun: (1:00, 4:00) 7:00 * Mon-Thu: (4:00) 7:00
Safe House (Rr)
Fri: (4]0) 7:]0, 9:40 Sat: (]:]0, 4:]0) 7:10, 9:40
Sun: (1:10,4:10) 7:10 * Mon-Thu: (4:10) 7:10
Chronicle
Fri: (4:30) 7:30, 9:50« Sat: (1:30, 4:30) 7:30, 9:50
Sun: (] :30, 4:30) 7:30  Mon, Wed-Thu: (430) 7:30
The Woman In Black
Fri: (4:30) 7:30, 9:50 * Saf: (1:30, 4:30) 7:30, 9:50

Northwestern

Theatre on February 16, 18, 22, 23, 24, &25

Theatre Presents...

The Cradle Will Rock

Showing in Northwestern’s Black Box

at 7:30pm

Sun: (1:30, 4:30) 7:30 * Mon-Thu: (4:30) 7:30

FREE FEMYLY
M@K@ Monday Night
College Buffet
Just $6.00
with ID

Free Admission with
donation of canned good/

non-perishable item
(or a $1 donation to the

Orange City Food Pantry)

Saturday, Feb. 11@ 10am

(doors open approx. 9:30am) 1505 8th St. SE

Any Large Pizza

OCWLZ2—UW

Only $10.00
Free Delivery
to Campus Tonight'
In the
RSC courts

712-737-3711

Find furniture,
electronics, kitchen
supplies, clothes and more.

Bibles for Missions
Thrift Center

Hours: All proceeds Check us out at
M(i:n:-\i(/eds. support Bible 116 2nd St. NW,
<ol M2 placement in Orange Ci

ge City
Thurs. 5:30 - 8:30 Haiti.
Sat. 9-12 Call us at 707-9933

Wed also love to have you as a volunteer

Advertise with
The Beacon

Let The Beacon help you promote (s
your business or next event.

Reach the entire student body in an
affordable and effective way.

For more information, contact Advertising Manager
Sara Van Gorp at sara.vangorp@nwciowa.edu
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V-day is what you make it

BY TANYA WOODWARD

What are you doing for
Valentine’s Day? Is that a
rhetorical question? Should
I be doing anything for
Valentine’s Day?

As a self-proclaimed un-
romantic, I'm not the most
qualified to recommend
activities for Valentine’s Day.
I don’t know, it’s Tuesday —
dohomework. Watchasappy
chick flick. Wear red and
pink; at least Hallmark had
the sense to not make them
opposites on the color wheel.
Bake heart-shaped muffins.
Write a sonnet in iambic
pentameter. Eat dinner at
an over-priced, crowded
restaurant. Mock the couples
who “celebrate” Valentine’s
Day by sitting across from
one another and texting
the whole time. Read my
favorite book, “Pride and

Prejudice” —it’s about more

than love. Do what you
normally do on Tuesdays.
You can take one of
four stances to celebrate
Valentine’s Day: (1) debate
between giving chocolates
or a teddy bear, (2) be
courageous enough to make
eye contact with that one
who's caught your eye, (3)
observe Cupid’s Day with
“alternative” activities such
as painting toenails or
watching a “man” flick, (4) if
youdare, celebratelike one of
the few individuals who will
becompletely unsentimental
and insensitive by forgetting

itis actually Valentine’s Day.

Whatever you do, don’t
use “Singles Awareness Day”
as an excuse to reduce Jesus
to being your “one and
true Valentine.” He does
know and love you for being
you, but making him your
boyfriend is awkward (and
your girlfriend, well, that’s
really awkward.)

Probably the best
Valentine’s Day I've ever
spent was during my
freshman year of college.
My sister, her roommate and
I were looking for an excuse
to leave campus because we
didn’t want to witness love-
sickness or possibly catch the
V-day virus.

Braving the threat of
a snowstorm, we drove
to Des Moines and spent
the weekend with her
roommate’s family. We ice-
skated at an outdoor rink to

Frank Sinatramusic, atemore
food than is anatomically
possible and spontaneously
watched badly filmed
home-movies of the funniest
version of Cinderella I've
ever seen. It was one of the
most memorable trips of my
college experience.

My cheeky self challenges
you to ask that attractive
“someone” from bib. studies
out to coffee. The part of
me that likes to believe I'm
counter-cultural, fumesatthe
commercialized nature of
this holiday. My connection
to Northwestern suggests
Valentine’s Daymightbe code
name for “ring by spring.”
The indecisive part of me
wonders, maybe Valentine’s
Day is what you make it.

But let’s be honest, what
girl wouldn’t mind the
V-day excuse for receiving
a bouquet of flowers?

We are blind to racism not color

BY DEVON CADWELL & NATE
JOHNSTON

I'am half black. My mom
was white and my dad was
black. I never knew my
father, and I was raised in a
white household. My mom
married my step-dad when
I was two-and-a-half years
old. I have four brothers and
sisters and I was the only
one who was not white.
Growing up in rural South
Dakota, I really noticed that
I was not white.

Thaveheard some people
say that racism is not a
problem and most people
are now colorblind. That
is definitely not true. Even
little kids notice race. When
I was in third grade, my
school did a multi-racial
Christmas program.

One of the characters in
the play was the Kwanzaa
child. I was the only kid
in the school who wasn’t
white, so it was almost
implied that I would be
the Kwanzaa child. The
first time I ever sang in
public, I sang the line, “I
have what it takes to be a

Kwanzaa child.”

As a little kid, I was
constantly aware that I was
different because of my
race. One time, a friend and
I were trying to fill out a
form. I didn’t know what

to put for my race because
I was half black. My friend
told me to just put white. It
wasabigdeal forme.Ididn’t
know where I belonged.

It wasn’t until high school
thatIstarted toappreciatemy
“blackness.” I used to always
keep my hair short solwould
look like everyone else, but
my freshman year of high
school I started to grow my
hair out. By my sophomore
year, I hadn’thad ahair cutin
over a year, and I could pick
my hair out into a massive
fro. I also started learning
to play guitar from a man
named John McNeal.

John McNeal was a
pastor who used to teach
school in the South. John
experienced racism because
he was a white guy who was
friends with black guys. He
used to play guitarinalot of
black jazz funk bands, and
he still talks about guitar
like a black guitar player.
He always used to tell me,
“You can’t come in my
house and play the guitar

like a white guy.”

John told me a story about
a show that he played in an
upper class white country
club. As soon as his band
walked in the country club,
John could tell that the
people were infuriated that
a white guy was playing in
a band with a bunch of black
guys. They made the band
wait in the kitchen until it
was time for them to play.

“You can’t come
in my house and
play the guitar
like a white guy.”

This story brings to mind
the Langston Hughes poem,
“I too.” “I am the darker
brother. They tell me to
eat in the kitchen when
company comes, but I laugh
and eatwell and grow strong.
Tomorrow I will sit at the
table when company comes.
Nobody will dare say to me
eat in the kitchen then. I too
am America.”

Racism is still a problem.
If you haven’t seen it, you
probably haven’t looked
hard enough. Talk to black
people who are living in
metropolitan areas. Talk to
the people who are getting
profiled. Racism is a reality
for these people.

Saying that racism isn’t

a problem lacks empathy.
To ignore a brother or sister
who says it is a problem is a
slap in the face. It’s offensive
because we can’tsee theissue
from someone else’s point
of view. I couldn’t say to a
woman that sexism isn’t a
problem. I wouldn’t know
for myself. There are a lot of
inequalities, and I shouldn’t
disregard someone’s
statement because of my
lack of knowledge.

Americais far frombeing
colorblind. A few years
ago a I was hanging out
with a girl who said, “My
dad would be so mad if I
broughtablack guy home.”
She was caught completely
off guard that I was offended
by that statement.

Racism is so deep-seated
in our culture that she didn’t
even realize that I might be
offended by what she said.
It would be untrue and
offensive to say that America
is colorblind.

We need to acknowledge
that racism is a problem. We
shouldn’t concentrate on it
all the time or bring it up
in daily conversation, nor
should we strive to become
color blind.

Racial difference brings
with it some good comedy
and stories. I think it’s
important to appreciate that.

Day ((Oﬁ’))

BY JEFFERY HUBERS

The Day “Off” Learning.
It'sa funnyjoke. Peoplelaugh.
But is there something more
serious to the joke?

The Day of Learning
is a day free of classes,
which is reason enough to
be joyful for its existence.
Yet while students rejoice
for thisbreak from academia,
some professors grumble
about the DLC messing
with their class schedules,
while others require their
students to attend a session
or two. And then there’s the
whole situation with extra
chapel credits tobe earned by
attending the large seminars
in the morning and evening.

If this array of influences
wasn’t enough to make you
think twice about the DLC,
there is always the friendly
remindersin chapel and from
the administration not to
spend this day in bed or out-
and-about with friends, but
to engage in the community
and learn.

First of all, I think the
DLC is great. Truly, it is a
wonderful opportunity to
learn outside of grades and
tests, through discussion
and community-oriented
seminars where we can come
together and experience one
another’s stories.

There is a lot of growth
and understanding to be
had at the DLC sessions.
However, I think there is also
worth to the concept of Day
“Off” Learning.

I'm not waving a banner
promoting remaining in
bed till 3 p.m. only to wake
and order a pizza and sit in
your underwear and watch

Learning

favorite episodes of Lost.

What I’'m trying to
envision is that the DLC
is a day where you have
the option to engage in
the community inside and
out of the structured DLC
curriculum and events.

What if Feb 15 is a
gorgeous day—I'm talking
like one of those weird winter
days we’ve had where it's
like 55 degrees and the sun is
shining bright overhead. The
snow is mostly gone at this
point, so when I step outside,
I'know the grassis practically
screaming atme to go toss the
Frisbee on it.

If T spend the day out
in God’s creation with
my friends, laughing and
tossing the frizz, enjoying
the company of people I
love, is that truly a Day
“Off” Learning?

What if how I learn best
is when I'm in the midst of
those I admire most I grow
fromjustbybeing around and
conversing with? Also, what
if I start the day with one of
the chapel seminars but then
return to my dorm and catch
up on homework or sleep or
even that mythical activity,
leisurely reading? Is that also
considered “off” learning?

I think life is about
balance.The DLC should
beaday ofbalance —learning
and community.
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Around
Campus

DLC

Northwestern College’s
fifth annual Day of
Learning in Community
will begin at 9:30 a.m.,
Wednesday, Feb. 15 in
Christ Chapel. There will
be presentations at 11 a.m.
and 1:30 p.m., followed by
an interactive discussion
session in the RSC’s four-
court area at 2:30 p.m.

Play

Northwestern College’s
production of “The Cradle
Will Rock” will open at 7:30
p-m., Wednesday, Feb. 16 in
the Black Box of the DeWitt
Theatre Arts Center.

Lecture

Dr. Everett Worthington,
psychology professor at
Virginia Commonwealth
University, will give

a lecture about “How

to Forgive Yourself

and Others” at 8 p.m.,
Thursday, Feb. 16 in the
Vermeer Dining Room.

Submit Events

Submit your campus
happenings and events to
the Beacon for inclusion in
this column. Submissions
should be roughly 50 words
or less and be e-mailed to
beacon@nwciowa.edu.

Chapel

Monday
*Marque Jensen,
Journey to Beloved
Community

Tuesday

*Dr. Denise Martinez
Adams, Called to be
an Advocate

Wednesday
+*No chapel, Day of

Learning

Friday

*Dr. Everett
Worthington, Virginia
Commonwealth
Univeristy

Bingo wins bike

BY NATE JOHNSTON
OPINIONS EDITOR

Bingo night is one of
Northwestern College’s
many quirky and unique

campus events.

This tradition gives
students the chance to don
elderly attire and enjoy
an evening of bingo. Last
year, the SAC took the
competitiontoanewlevelby
offering several big prizes.

“Bingo night is a night
when all your wildest
dreams come true,” said
junior Nathan Mastbergen,
who was one of the winners
from last year’s bingo night.

An unsuspecting
Mastbergen had given up
hope of winning when he
returned from the restroom
in the middle of a game of
bingo.Herealized thathewas
only a few numbers away
from a bingo. Mastbergen
ended up winning the round
and became the proud new
owner of a LoveSac bean
bag chair.

Although Mastbergen
enjoys bingo night for its
unique atmosphere, he
admitted that the prizes
enhanced his evening.

“Everyone gets really
into it so that makes it fun,
but when you win, the level

of fun goes up a notch,”
Mastbergen said.

Mastbergen’s bingo
night prize has proven to
have alasting impact on his
college experience.

“It’s a nice, comfortable
piece of furniture for
D-groups, lockdowns or just
hanging out,” Mastbergen
said. “It's very good for
naps, and it'sin a great place
to jump off the top bunk
onto.”

Mastbergen also admits
that although some people
have suggested that the
LoveSac would be a draw
for women, it has not had
that effect.

Like many otherstudents,
Mastbergen has big plans for
this year’s bingo night.

“I am a firm believer in
doing everything to the best
of my ability, so I'm in it to
win it,” Mastbergen said.

Another success story
from last year’s bingo night
comes from sophomore
Janet Pitsenberger, who
won a yellow tandem bike.

“Ididn’trealize at first
that they had called my
number,” Pitsenberger
said.
a bingo and I was

“l was close to

anticipating it. It took
me a second; then I ran

PHOTO SUBMITTED

Sophomores Janet Pitsenberger and Rachel Muilenburg enjoy riding the tandem bike that Pitsenberger

won at last year’s bingo night.
up in my old-person
costume and heard that
I won the bike and was
very surprised.”

Like Mastbergen,
Pitsenberger was pleasantly
surprised by winning such a
big prize.

“I was very in shock
because I never win
anything,” Pitsenberger
said. “I was super pumped
because of all of the prizes,
I knew the bike was the one
I would most likely use and

thoroughly enjoy.”

The yellow tandem bike,
which has become well
known on NW’s campus,
has been enjoyed by
Pitsenberger as well asmany
other students.

“I've loved riding it, and
I'velet alot of people borrow
it. A lot of people have
gotten use of it on campus,”
Pitsenberger said.

Pitsenberger plans to
attend bingo night again
this year and is excited

to dress up and have fun
with friends.

At9p.m., Friday, Feb. 10,
students will line the RSC
mall area dressed like baby
boomers waiting for their
chance to take home one of
the many alluring prizes of
bingo night. Prizes include
flex money, a ski trip in the
Black Hills, a $200 textbook
voucher, a Kindle Fire, a
6-month subscription to
Netflix and two tickets to
a Casting Crowns concert.

West and Heemstra Date Night tradition lives on

PHOTO SUBMITTED

Junior Nathan Mastbergen and senior Amber Maloney attended last
year’s West and Heemstra Hall Date Night.

BY GILLIAN ANDERSON

West and Heemstra Halls are preparing for their annual date night.

Even though many former Heemstra residents now live on the third floor of Coly, they
have managed to keep up this tradition.

This year the group will be going to a hockey game featuring the Sioux City Musketeers
versus the Des Moines Buccaneers.

“We usually go to a hockey game,” said junior Nate Johnston. “We usually scream our

heads off.”

Amber Maloney went on Date Night last year with Nathan Mastbergen.

“ It was the frist time I'd been to a hockey game so that was exciting,” Maloney said.

While most of the guys choose to ask girls who are their friends or girls who they are
possibly interested in going out with, thisisn’t always the case according to junior Abe Klafter.

“It can also be a man date,” Klafter said.

He will be going to the game with his roommate.

While most couples attend the hockey game, the date night is not completely planned out.
Some couples choose to go out to eat beforehand separately or in groups.

“It is better to be in a group of friends and to meet new people,” Johnston said.

Residents ask their dates in a variety of ways. Fresman Ignacio Higuera asked his date in
the very public setting of the Cafe.

“It was just a spur of the moment kinda thing,” Higuera said. “I was extremely nervous.
My heart was pounding really fast, but I think it was because of the adrenaline. The whole
thingjust feelslike a dream; notbecause it was magical, butbecause I can’tbelieveIdid that.”

According to sophomore Kori Heidebrink, for some girls who are dating West residents
“it was just assumed” that they would be asked. This will be Heidebrink’s second time

participating in date night.

“I attended when I was a senior in high school,”Heidebrink said.
However, for many students, like junior Bekah Mabrey, this will be their first

time attending.

“I am most excited to watch the hockey game,” Mabrey said.
Date Night will take place Saturday, Feb. 11.



