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DRAWS NATIONAL ATTENTION
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On Wednesday, Jan. 20 at 12 p.m., Joe Biden was sworn 
in as the 46th president of the United States. Shortly 
beforehand, Kamala Harris was sworn into o�ce as vice 
president, making her the �rst woman, South Asian, and 
black person to hold this o�ce in the country’s history.

Despite damage incurred at the U.S. capitol from the 
attack on Jan. 6, the inauguration took place at the west end 
of the U.S. Capitol per tradition.

On the other hand, breaking tradition, President Trump 
did not attend the ceremony, making him the �rst president 
in over 150 years to not attend the inauguration of his 
successor.

In his inaugural address, Biden recognized and paid 
tribute to the pandemic and harsh political division that 
surround this transition of power.

“To overcome these challenges—to restore the soul 
and to secure the future of America—requires more than 
words,” he stated. “It requires that most elusive of things in 
a democracy: unity.”

Biden also took a moment to recognize the Capitol Hill 
attack and celebrate the victorious spirit of democracy in 
America: “We’ve learned, again, that democracy is precious. 
Democracy is fragile. At this hour, my friends, democracy 
has prevailed.”

Harris’ �rst speech as vice president was also �lled with 
optimism and encouragement for the future.

“In many ways this moment embodies our character as a 
nation,” she said. “It demonstrates who we are, even in dark 
times. We not only dream, we do.” 

She added: “We are undaunted in our belief that we shall 
overcome, that we will rise up.”

Following his oath of o�ce, Biden immediately got to 
work signing 30 executive orders in his �rst three days as 
president. Several of these reverse policies put into place by 

the Trump administration.
Biden reversed the “Muslim Ban,” which set U.S. entry 

restrictions on passport holders from seven Muslim 
majority countries. He also rejoined the Paris climate 
accord and stopped the United States’ withdrawal from 
the World Health Organization as set into motion by 
Trump.

Biden also halted the construction of the border wall 
begun by Trump and canceled the Keystone XL pipeline.

“�e 100 Days Masking Challenge”, one of Biden’s 
many new COVID-19 combatant policies, was also 
passed via executive order, through which Biden 
encouraged the American people to mask for 100 
days, required masking and physical distancing in 
federal buildings, on federal lands and by government 

contractors, and urged local and state governments to do 
the same.

Finally, Biden’s order that extends the pause 
of federal student loan payments and interest 
accumulation was executed in hopes of being helpful 
to many college students and graduates.

According to an ABC/Washington Post poll, Biden 
enters his term with a 67% approval rating. While this 
is higher than 54% approval rating at the beginning 
of Trump’s term, Biden’s numbers are still historically 
lower than past presidents like Obama, G.W. Bush, 
Clinton and H.W. Bush.

In other words, despite Biden’s plea for unity, he 
still has a long way to go to win over the remainder of 
the American public.
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Despite damage, the presidential inauguration was held at the Capitol, per tradition.
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LOW CASE COUNT LOW CASE COUNT 
AFTER BREAKAFTER BREAK

VANESSA STOKESVANESSA STOKES
WRITING AND RHETORICWRITING AND RHETORIC

As of Jan. 25, Northwestern As of Jan. 25, Northwestern 
only has �ve active COVID-19 only has �ve active COVID-19 
cases.cases.

Fall break of the 2020 semester Fall break of the 2020 semester 
saw 30 active cases post-break. saw 30 active cases post-break. 
A�er �anksgiving break, the A�er �anksgiving break, the 
trend took a turn for the better trend took a turn for the better 
and only saw 11 active cases.and only saw 11 active cases.

When the student body le� for When the student body le� for 
Christmas break, the campus had Christmas break, the campus had 
a total of 14 active cases. Two of a total of 14 active cases. Two of 
those were employees and 12 were those were employees and 12 were 
students. Following the trend of students. Following the trend of 
�anksgiving break, the campus �anksgiving break, the campus 
body came back a�er Christmas body came back a�er Christmas 
with 11 total COVID-19 cases, with 11 total COVID-19 cases, 
one of which was an employee.one of which was an employee.

�us, the current statistic �us, the current statistic 
of �ve active cases is a positiveof �ve active cases is a positive  
number. Compared to the rest number. Compared to the rest 
of NW’s COVID-19 data, it is of NW’s COVID-19 data, it is 
signi�cantly lower.signi�cantly lower.

Now, this statistic of only Now, this statistic of only 
�ve active cases hinges on the �ve active cases hinges on the 
word “active”. Active, as de�ned word “active”. Active, as de�ned 

by NW, means “cases where by NW, means “cases where 
individuals are still in isolation.” individuals are still in isolation.” 

However, NW’s COVID-19 However, NW’s COVID-19 
information does not display the information does not display the 
number of students currently number of students currently 
quarantined either from exposure quarantined either from exposure 
or caution. Yet, it is still good to or caution. Yet, it is still good to 
take this information into account take this information into account 
when contemplating NW’s when contemplating NW’s 
COVID-19 status.COVID-19 status.

“�e number of students in “�e number of students in 
quarantine can change by the quarantine can change by the 
minute, so we do not report minute, so we do not report 
or keep historical track of that or keep historical track of that 
data,” said Jill Haarsma, executive data,” said Jill Haarsma, executive 
administrative assistant to the administrative assistant to the 
president of NW and part of the president of NW and part of the 
COVID-19 Response Team.COVID-19 Response Team.

NW has kept up quite a few NW has kept up quite a few 
precautions that have aided in the precautions that have aided in the 
lowering of virus cases. In the fall lowering of virus cases. In the fall 
semestter, masks were required semestter, masks were required 
and social distancing in almost and social distancing in almost 
all activities around campus. �e all activities around campus. �e 
Raider Check app was integrated Raider Check app was integrated 
into students’ daily lives to try to into students’ daily lives to try to 
keep track of student body health.keep track of student body health.

President Greg Christy in the President Greg Christy in the 
latest responsible Raider reminder latest responsible Raider reminder 
stated, “We are beginning to see stated, “We are beginning to see 
the light at the end of the tunnel, the light at the end of the tunnel, 
but we are not there yet.”but we are not there yet.”

�ese same measures have �ese same measures have 
been sustained throughout this been sustained throughout this 
�rst month of the spring semester �rst month of the spring semester 
with a further step of requesting with a further step of requesting 
that students receive a COVID-19 that students receive a COVID-19 
test the �rst week of January test the �rst week of January 
before returning. �ough many before returning. �ough many 
of these mitigation measures will of these mitigation measures will 
remain the same, there have been remain the same, there have been 
a few precautions that have been a few precautions that have been 
li�ed.li�ed.

Some changes to the cafeteria Some changes to the cafeteria 
stations have already been put stations have already been put 
in place with self-service lines. in place with self-service lines. 
As the semester progresses, the As the semester progresses, the 
COVID-19 Response Team will COVID-19 Response Team will 
continue to monitor measures continue to monitor measures 
with the hope that there will be with the hope that there will be 
positive changes further down the positive changes further down the 
road.road.

In the meantime, Raiders are In the meantime, Raiders are 
asked by the COVID-19 Response asked by the COVID-19 Response 
Team to continue to wear a mask, Team to continue to wear a mask, 
practice physical distancing, wash practice physical distancing, wash 
their hands, stay home if they their hands, stay home if they 
are sick and complete the Raider are sick and complete the Raider 
Check app daily and truthfully.Check app daily and truthfully.

Haarsma said, “We’re all tired Haarsma said, “We’re all tired 
and a little weary of life not being and a little weary of life not being 
normal, but we have to keep up normal, but we have to keep up 
mitigation e�orts to do our part mitigation e�orts to do our part 
to stop the spread of the virus.”to stop the spread of the virus.”

Spring COVID-19 cases
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In order to keep numbers down, students must stay diligent in mitigation efforts.


