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New graduate certificate gets down to business
BY MADISON RASKA
The Higher Learning
Commission has approved a
graduate certificate program in
the management of international
development, which consists of
four courses and an internship.
This certificate is half of a
master’s degree.
“The idea of this program
is to equip people for vocations
to help and serve the poor,” said
David Befus, the director of the
new program.
The four courses that make
up the certificate are World
Poverty and Development,
Social
Enterprise/Business
as
Mission,
International
Management and Non-Profit
Management.
“The
program
is
specifically
designed
for
students who are responding

to these continual challenges
that you hear in chapel or
that you hear from music like
the song ‘Do Something’ by
Matthew West,” Befus said. “In
the song, he talks about how
we as Christians should do
something to help the poor.”
Students can help the
poor more than just by raising
money, going on mission trips
or spring service projects.
“There are a lot of careers
in development,” Befus said.
Befus
mentioned
a
website called devex.com,
which has 2,000 current jobs
in international development
as well as ngo.com, which has a
couple hundred jobs listed. But
to get a career in international
development, a student must
have some type of experience

and some additional education
in this area.
“This program allows job
seekers who are interested in
doing something and having a
vocation for helping the poor to
get those jobs,” Befus said.
Befus said students who
do semester-long internships
in another country often fall in
love with the country they work
for and end up staying there.
“A lot of the companies will
invite you to work with them
after the internship is complete,”
Befus said.
Befus has a wide variety
of experience when it comes to
international development. He
has had jobs in all the areas in
which will be covered in the
graduate certificate program.
See “NW” on Page 8

PHOTO FROM PR ARCHIVES
David Befus is the director of the new graduate certificate program on campus.

Metro Opera to perform ‘Cinderella’
BY ABBEY SLATTERY

PHOTO FROM BLOG.VISITMO.COM

The Des Moines Metro Opera will perform “Cinderella” in Christ Chapel this Saturday night.
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Northwestern
College
and the Orange City Arts
Council will welcome the
Des Moines Metro Opera to
Christ Chapel this Saturday
to perform “Cinderella.”
Following
previous
success of the troupe in
Orange City in years past,
Janine Calsbeek, Executive
Director of the Orange City
Arts Council, decided to
bring the opera back.
“We’ve had Des Moines
opera here once before
in February of 2012 for a
performance of ‘The Magic
Flute,’” Calsbeek said. “It was
at the theater on campus, and
such a popular thing it was
almost packed. We decided
we wanted to bring them
back again. They do a tour
every year, so it’s a nice event
for small towns.”
See “Cinderella” on Page 3
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Faculty brings ad hoc rock band
BY NICOLE MONTGOMERY

This spring, some of
Northwestern’s faculty will
take the stage of Christ
Chapel. Two years ago, a
group of professors who
double as musicians around
campus came together, united
by love of music, to perform
in chapel. This April, the
ensemble will perform again.
The ensemble will consist
of religion professors John
Hubers and Andrew Klumpp,
psychology professor Laird
Edman, music professor
Heather
Josselyn-Cranson
and English professors Samuel
Martin and Kim Van Es.
The last time professors
led chapel music was last
semester when a large group
of faculty and staff gathered
and served as a gospel choir.
The students seemed to
appreciate it last time, so the
faculty decided they would
try it again.
On the performance
day, Chaplain Harlan Van
Oort will speak about the
semester’s chapel theme, the
Lord’s Prayer. His talk that
day will focus on forgiveness.
Josselyn-Cranson,
the coordinator of chapel
music, recognized the desire
of faculty and staff to help
lead worship in chapel.
Because worship music led by
professors has been a hit in the
past, she decided to bring back
her colleagues to lead worship

Star Guide
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PHOTO BY CLARISSA OEHLER
Professor of English Kim Van Es and Professor of Religion John Hubers are two faculty members who will perform with the faculty rock band.

by singing “Forgiveness” by
Matthew West.
“We wanted to use a song
that upholds the message
of the speaker,” JosselynCranson said. “So when we
found out this is what Harlan
is speaking on, we looked for
music that was relevant, and
came to ‘Forgiveness.’”
The song discusses the
ways in which forgiveness can
be so difficult to give away,

but is still the right decision
to make at the end of the day.
In the chorus, West moves
on to ask for help from God
to learn to love the way he is
called to.
This plea can apply
to the chapel message and
hopefully will foster thought
and reflection amongst the
student body.
The goal of this chapel is
to help involve all of campus

by allowing students to also
see faculty and staff involved
as music and spiritual leaders.
Dr. Josselyn-Cranson also
hopes to provide a space for
the Holy Spirit.
“I hope that while I am
having fun working with
my colleagues, we will also
help the Spirit to descend
in chapel,” said JosselynCranson.
If students are interested

in contributing to chapel
music, they should talk to Dr.
Josselyn-Cranson.
“We want all to be
involved in worship,” said
Josselyn-Cranson. “If anyone
wants to be involved in
leading music, we will work
them into our schedule.”
The
professors
will
perform during chapel at
10:05 on Monday, April 13th,
which is also a RED 101 day.

Odd internet series releases new episode

PHOTO COURTESY OF BECKYANDJOES.COM
“Don’t Hug Me I’m Scared” characters Harry, Manny and Robin explore creativity in their kitchen.

BY ELLIOT STOLTZ
At first what looks like a harmless
children’s show, “Don’t Hug Me I’m Scared,”
created by Joe Pelling and Rebecca Sloan,
quickly takes a turn toward the creepy.

“DHMIS” is a British-based series of four
videos in which the creators aim to teach the
viewer some kind of lesson.
In each episode, a simple aspect of life is

unraveled to unearth life’s disturbing truths.
Each episode features the same three
main characters: Red Guy Harry, Yellow Guy
Manny and Green Bird Robin. However,
in each video a different teacher-character
comes to teach them about a new topic.
Episode one features a sketchbook
named Paige that teaches the three about
creativity. Paige convinces them to be
creative by seeing the world around them in
a different way. It doesn’t take long for the
characters’ creativity to get out of hand.
Episode two features a clock, named
Tony, who teaches the three characters about
time. Tony explains how time is a tool to
measure the day, and he takes the friends on
a journey through time.
Episode three features a butterfly
named Shringold, who teaches Yellow Guy
Manny about love and finding his “special
one.” This episode strays from the others in
that it isn’t as odd but still aims to teach a
twisted message.
Episode four features a computer
named Colin, who teaches the group about
computers and the digital world. He explains

how computers can be great tools but also
gets across a powerful message of how
pointless the digital world can be.
“DHMIS” has garnered many fans and
through Kickstarter has raised more than
$150,000 toward a future production budget.
Sophomore Luke Galloway describes himself
as a “DHMIS” super fan and is very excited
about the new fourth installment.
“Each video takes me on a journey that
I wasn’t really expecting,” Galloway said.
“One moment I’m feeling really happy, and
the next I’m terrified. You have to watch
each video multiple times to find the hidden
meaning. Each video is so trippy but still
manages to pack in a powerful message.”
“DHMIS” is definitely not for everyone.
Many of the videos go to dark places and
oftentimes take the viewer on a psychotropic
trip, but there is always a purposeful story
to be told. Creators Pelling and Sloan really
step up their game with “DHMIS 4,” creating
arguably the best one in the series. Two
more episodes are in the works for 2015, so
it will be exciting to see what topic “DHMIS”
tackles next.
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Cinderella graces NW’s stage
FROM PAGE 1
The various performers
hail from a wide array of
locations within the United
States, from Texas to New
York and many others in
between. Being members
of the Des Moines Metro
Opera, they join the ranks
of other performers who
have toured in a variety of
places including ten states
in the U.S. along with an
international circuit in
China and Japan.
However, this tour is
sticking a little closer to
home. The troupe is mainly
performing shows within
the Midwest and Iowa, and
Orange City is just one of
the many stops along the
way.
As far as the content
of the opera goes, audience

members can still expect
to see the traditional
Cinderella story they’re all
familiar with, but with a bit
of a twist.
“It’s a little bit different,”
Calsbeek said. “The story
has what they call a ranting
and raving father instead of
a wicked stepmother, and
a wise magician instead of
the fairy godmother. But
they still have the diabolical
stepsisters
and
Prince
Charming. And the glass
slipper of course. It’ll be
some great music.”
Calsbeek
encourages
students to attend the
show, even if they’re not
too familiar with the opera
scene.
“It’ll be funny and
entertaining,”
Calsbeek
said. “If you’ve never seen

an opera, this is what they
call opera for the nonopera lovers. It’s a very easy
entry into it. And it’s all in
English.”
The
show,
lasting
around two hours with an
intermission, will take place
at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, April
11 in Christ Chapel. Tickets
are $5 if purchased in
advance and $7 at the door.
For a light-hearted, easy
entry into the opera world,
take some time to check out
“Cinderella” this weekend.

LOGO (RIGHT) COURTESY OF
DES MOINES METRO OPERA
An operatic performance of
“Cinderella” will be performed
in Christ Chapel this weekend.
The comedic storyline differs a
bit from the popular fairy tale
version, and is a great “entry
into the opera world.”

Bomgaars and Thies art show recap

Picks
of the
Week

Will: “Knot” - CHON
These instrumental math rockers make the
most insanely complex guitar licks that sing
out like bright vocal melodies. This track
will have listeners question whether they are
hearing a guitar or the voice of an angel.

A weekly fix of
what sustains Ethan: “The Blacker the Berry” the Beacon staff Kendrick Lamar
during paper I wouldn’t describe this song as easily
production. listening, but if you’re want a song with great
flow and a deep message, look no further.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF NWCART FACEBOOK PAGE
Amelia Thies’ senior art show, titled “Pearls, Lace and Manure,” used photography, sculpture, etchings and embroidery to pair grungy
agricultural imagery with delicate, unexpected materials.

“I’ve watched enough episodes of Cops that I know
how to detain a human. Don’t touch my spleen.”
-Morgan Boroviak.
Submitted via Twitter by @lizfrommich
“It’s not redundant, is it?”
-Jeff Barker holding a “swag” necklace.
Submitted via Twitter by @jacobc476

“Dangit, Northwestern! Give us a heart throb.”
-Marisol Seys.
Submitted via Twitter by @HowITic

“There’s a velociraptor in my stomach.”
-Leigh Carson.
Submitted via Twitter by @AbeayMcCubbin
PHOTOS COURTESY OF NWCART FACEBOOK PAGE
Claudia Bomgaars’ senior art show, titled “Retrospection,” used shotgun shells and bullet casings to create delicate pieces that explored
both the violence and beauty in her home country, Colombia. Bomgaars, whose mother was murdered by cartel members when she was only
11-months old, hopes to give new life to materials associated with violence.

Tweet quotes @NWC_Beacon
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RDs say farewell to Northwestern
BY NICOLE MONTGOMERY
Some of Northwestern’s housing units are getting a new
look next year. Four of campus’s most well-known figures are
leaving NW to embark on new journeys. Resident directors
Hannah McBride, Alyssum Anderson, Corey Kundert and
Brittany Caffey have decided to relinquish their positions in
pursuit of other avenues.
McBride, resident director of Stegenga Hall, is on her
third year as an RD. After working as an admissions counselor,
McBride decided to apply to be a resident director.

PHOTOS SUBMITTED
Pictured from left to right, top to bottom: Hannah McBride,
Korey Kundert, Alyssum Anderson and Brittany Caffey.

“I was hoping to work in a position where deep,
meaningful relationships were the focus, and not just a
sideline or secondary piece of the work,” McBride said. “Lucky
for me, residence life focuses lots of attention and resources
on both the relational and transitional aspects of work I was
anticipating.”
As McBride reflects on her time, she has found that the
painful conversations are some of her favorites. She enjoys
being able to share lives with students, realizing life doesn’t
always paint a perfect portrait. This job leaves her with lots
she’ll miss.
“I’m going to miss the people, the silliness; I can always
find someone to laugh with in this dorm,” McBride said. “I’ll
also miss the pranks, like waking up to find my door has been
saran-wrapped with a pile of glitter. It’s awesome.”
McBride plans to go on to graduate school to earn her
master’s degree in counseling next year, along with other
personal goals.
Anderson, resident director of Fern Smith Hall, has been
working with the women in the dorm for four years. Anderson
chose to be an RD to be part of others’ lives. “I love getting to
be part of someone’s life during the best and worst times, and
being an RD provides that opportunity,” Anderson said. “Plus,
the variety. No two days are the same.”
Anderson enjoys the spontaneity that comes from serving
as a dorm’s RD. She enjoys the opportunity to take part in crazy
events that occur in the dorms. She also likes being able to
provide people spaces to cope.
“Being a space for someone to process through the
tensions of life is one of my favorite parts of being a resident
director,” Anderson said.
Next year, Anderson is unsure what her plans are, but she
hopes to go on to graduate school to earn a master’s degree in
counseling or marriage and family therapy.

Kundert, former resident director of West now of Hospers,
is in his fourth year as RD. Kundert had no previous affiliation
with NW but has mentors who graduated from here. When
he visited, he loved the courageous learning aspect of NW’s
mission statement.
“NW really dives into discussing those gray areas,”
Kundert said. “The discussions and learning we have here are
truly genuine.”
Aside from academia, Kundert enjoys the relationships
that have been built with the men of Hospers. Where other
schools discourage having personal relationships with students,
Corey has appreciated the encouragement of investing in the
men’s lives.
“One of my favorite traditions last year was having a cup
of coffee in the morning, then hearing Phil Hilla singing in
the shower,” Kundert said. “It’s the small things like that I will
miss next year.”
Kundert is unsure of where he is going next year, but is
planning on going back to continue his education at some
point.
“If the whole education thing doesn’t work out, I’ll just
invest in my rap career,” Kundert said.
Caffey, former RD of Hospers for four years and the
apartments for one year, will also be leaving. Caffey chose to
become a resident director because of influential people in her life.
“My relationship with my RD and the residence life staff at NW
was extremely influential for me as a student, and I wanted to be
involved in the lives of students in a similar fashion,” Caffey said.
“Also, the concept of hospitality is extremely appealing to me, and
being an RD you can practice hospitality in very tangible ways.”
Next year, Caffey is going to miss the work she gets to
do with her coworkers, supervisors, and students. She plans
to attend massage therapy school at Northwestern Health
Sciences University in Minneapolis.

NW student gets Hollywood break
BY ELLIOTT JOHNSON

There’s a large emphasis
today on chasing the dreams
and aspirations of life.
From complex and difficult
dreams, like becoming a
successful
musician,
to
things as seemingly simple as
getting married and having
two and a half kids, the chase
is encouraged just the same.
Current Northwestern
student and editor of the
Beacon sports section Jordan
Dykstra did just that. It took
him far beyond the comfort of
small town Iowa. He landed
himself in New Orleans.
Dykstra
was
asked
this spring to work on the
production set of upcoming
film “Beyond Deceit” and
jumped on the opportunity.
It was something that he had
dreamed of doing.
His passion for movies
was sparked at a very young
age and he was finally going

to get a shot to work in the
industry that he has valued
throughout his life.
“I’ve been in love with
movies as long as I’ve been
able to remember,” Dykstra
said. “‘Star Wars’ and
‘Jurassic Park’ consumed my
childhood.”
Through
connections
made during a summer
internship in Los Angles,
Dykstra was offered a monthlong position to work onset
with the film.
“Of course, I wasn’t going
to say no, no matter what,”
Dykstra said.
Dykstra
started
his
position immediately after
traveling to New Orleans in
mid-March and embraced his
role quickly.
While some of his job
could seem a bit tedious,
others are vital and very
important to production.

“My role is assistant to
the producers – Ellen Wander
and Chris Brown (not the
singer),” Dykstra said. “I’m in
charge of all their paperwork,
needs and so on throughout
the production. I’ve also
had to do a lot of grocery
shopping for cast members.”
During his time in New
Orleans, Dykstra has had the
opportunity to get to know
some actors offset.
“The best part of my
journey apart from being in
set and seeing everything
unfold, has probably been
going out to dinner with
cast members,” Dykstra said.
“Being able to talk to a legend
and a personal hero like Al
Pacino. Those are things I’ll
never forget.”
Dykstra plans to return
for graduation in May
following his time filming in
New Orleans.

PHOTO SUBMITTED
Jordan Dykstra recently traveled to New Orleans to work onset of the upcoming film “Beyond
Deceit.” Pictured is Dykstra and actor Milan Akerman.
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Ring by Spring without all the bling
BY SHELBY MAZNIO
“I used to think a
wedding was a simple affair.
Boy and girl meet, they
fall in love, he buys a ring,
she buys a dress, they say
I do. I was wrong. That’s
getting married. A wedding
is an entirely different
proposition.” George Banks
(from Father of the Bride)
perfectly sums up the reality
of weddings that many
Northwestern students are
coming to find out. Although
wedding boards on Pinterest
and bookmarks in bride
magazines are helpful, it
takes much more to organize
that special day.
Heidi
Gritters
got
engaged to Ed Rodriguez
on July 26, 2014, but she
had started planning long
before that. She had started
researching the bigger parts
of a wedding, like the venue
and photographer.
“I knew we were getting
engaged,” Gritters said. “Lots
of people do it; the venues
and photographers go quick.”
Gritters and her fiancé
will say “I do” on May 30, and
until then, they have a lot of
planning to do. Though she is
juggling classes and wedding
details, a month-by-month
schedule has helped her stay
on track.
“It makes it way more
manageable,” Gritters said.
She
limits
herself
strictly to one month and
does not look ahead. Her
fiancé and mother have also
been helping with whatever
they can.
Another difficult part
of planning a wedding
while still attending college
is money. According to
costofwedding.com,
the
average U.S. wedding cost
$25,000. A typical couple
will spend anywhere from
$18,900 - $31,500, but many
are finding ways to keep the
cost below $10,000.
For Gritters and her
fiancé, the most expensive
parts of the wedding are the
food and the photographer.
“Ed and I love, love,
love food,” Gritters said.
“It’s an essential part of our
relationship.”
Both are fans of craft
beer and were willing to
splurge.

“We really want good
food,” she said. “We know the
caterers and got a good deal.”
According to theknot.
com, the average cost of a
wedding photographer starts
around $2,500. Gritters and
her fiancé are having a friend
take the pictures, so the price
is discounted.
“It’s worth the money,”
Gritters said. “Pictures last
the longest time. If you cut
costs enough, it all evens out.”
Heidi and Ed were able
to cut costs on the wedding
invitations. “Lyric (Morris)
helped with the design and
we found a ‘Save the Date’
free online, so we just paid
for postage,” Gritters said.
These
days,
DIY
weddings are becoming more
and more popular. Gritters
admitted that although she is
not “crafty”, the wedding will
still be unique.
“I have eclectic taste,”
she said. “So we bought
fabric, but we’ll set it up
ourselves. We also bought
a lot of flowers, and we’re
arranging them.”
Callie Buske has also
been able to put her artsy side
to good use preparing for her
wedding. She and her fiancé,
Drake Vant Hul, got engaged
on Aug. 8, 2014 and will be
married this August on the
same day.
“Not being at home with
my mom is hard,” Buske said.
Planning the wedding
includes many text messages
and photos of options.
“With nursing, school is
stressful,” Buske said.
Most
preparations
happen on break or whenever
she is able to go home.
“Christmas break there
was a lot of stuff being made,”
she said.
The reception package
is the spendiest wedding
component for this couple,
but Buske was able to find
inexpensive
bridesmaid
dresses.
“I’m a bargain hunter,”
she said.
For other engaged college
students, Buske suggests
having a longer engagement.
“It’s nice to have the time
spread out,” Buske said.
More time to plan means
less stress for this nursing major.

On New Year’s Day,
Joslynn Roth got engaged to
Brandon Clark.
This newly engaged
couple has started some
planning, but no details are
yet set in stone. Roth has
spoken with her mother
about hosting the wedding
on their farm in Nebraska,
has began a guest list and
has looked at colors for the
wedding.
“It’s a challenge,” Roth
said. “People come up and
ask when the wedding is, and
I’m like, ‘Oh, I don’t know!’”
Although the details
haven’t been planned out
yet, Roth has already been
browsing Pinterest for ideas
that are inexpensive.
“I’m definitely a thrifty
person,” she said.
Brooke Folkers on the
other hand is relying on her
creative friends and family
members for handmade
decorations. She and Cody
Hughes were engaged Feb.
17 and will be tying the knot
July 24. They are planning a
simple, classic style wedding.
“Neither one of us are
extravagant,” Folkers said.
“The wedding will reflect our
personalities.”
So far, the priciest part
of the wedding is the church,
where they will also be having
the reception.
“The photographer cost
a lot too, but pictures are
important,” Folkers said.
“They last forever.”
Folkers’
advice
to
engaged college students is
staying organized.
“Getting organized is
difficult, but it’s better to do
it sooner than later,” Folkers
said. “Don’t dilly-dally but
don’t stress.”
Kaela Prachar and her
fiancé, Josiah Bartlett, have
the same idea of bringing the
element of simplicity to their
wedding. Engaged Dec. 11
the couple will marry on July
12.
“By personality trait, I
am a planner,” Prachar said.
“I really haven’t done a lot of
planning though.” The date
and location are set and the
invitations completed, but
the other details will come
later. She and her fiancé are
planning a simple wedding

ceremony and reception. The
wedding will include no more
than sixty people.
“Both of us are trying to
live minimalist lives,” Prachar
said. “We want to be true to
who we are.”
As part staying true to
who they are, Prachar will
not partake in the traditional
bouquet toss, nor will she be
wearing a white dress.
“I don’t like white,”
Prachar said. “I spill on white
a lot. I found my wedding
dress for $58. It’s cream
and gray with a gray flower
vintage pattern.”
The wedding industry
has also troubled Prachar
with how many elements of
weddings are produced in
sweat shops. She decided
against incorporating lace
due to the ethical issues of
how it is made.
Kaela and Josiah are also
being earth-friendly with
their decorating.
“We’re doing a lot of
reusing,”
Prachar
said.
“My mom used to collect
antique vases, and we’re
using wildflowers from our
garden.”
Prachar also commented
on the amount of money
people pour into weddings.

PHOTO BY SHELBY MAZNIO
Brooke Folkers is planning a simple and classic style wedding
as she gets ideas for wedding decorations from Pinterest.
“We’re
tr ying
to
be financially smart,”
Prachar said. “We don’t
want to put ourselves
backwards with this.”
From flowers to food
and from the dress to the

reception, a whirlwind of
details will all come together
for that special day. With
organizing, creative friends
and a smart budget, it is sure
to be a day these couples will
remember forever.
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Online is not all that great Find the story in the closet

BY ALEXIS GRAVES
WEB EDITOR
There’s no question
about it that textbooks can
be expensive, especially if
you are buying them brand
new. But with this new
push toward technology in
education, more and more
textbooks are offered online.
You
would
think
because no paper is used
they would be cheaper, but
from my experience that isn’t
always the case. Some of
these online publications can
be even more expensive than
a hard copy.
Along with the expensive
price tag, you don’t get the
opportunity to sell the book
to someone else after you’ve
completed your class nor are
you able to keep the book for
very long.
In my experience I can
only use the book for 2-3
years before it expires. That
is, unless you also shelled
out the money to buy a hard-

copy edition. Talk about a
waste of money.
What bothers me about
these online publications is
that they are not the easiest
things to read and write
notes in the margins.
I find when I am reading
from my computer my eyes
get tired more quickly and
my motivation decreases
moreso than when we’re
reading from a printed book.
Now, I get why some
professors
prefer
the
textbooks online because
there are questions and
problems that can be
assigned and help save paper,
but they can be difficult to
read in really large qualities.
When it comes to
highlighting or underlining,
an online publication can
do these basic tasks, but if
you like to write notes in the
margins of your book, well
forget about that.
Not all online readings
are textbooks either. There
are some professors who
know that textbooks can
be expensive, and their
classes have so many diverse
readings that they end up
just scanning or linking to
articles online.
This ends up saving
the student money, but
once again with the online

publications it can get tiring
trying to read them. In some
cases, I’ve just decided to
print out the reading, but I’m
not going to use up all of my
printing credit so I can print
out my readings for one class.
There is also a problem
with accessing the text
when you need it. If there
isn’t Internet connection,
the
reading
can’t
get
done.
Trying to do the
assigned reading while on
a long car trip, unless it is a
downloadable PDF, is not
happening.
On the flip side I can
see where having eBooks
and online readings makes
sense. It makes things more
portable. Why carry around
two - four textbooks to class,
when you can just bring a
laptop or tablet?
With everybody so
focused on recycling and
going green, converting
textbooks online will also
save paper, unless of course,
we all still have to print them
out to read them properly.
Even with these benefits,
I still believe that online
readings and textbooks are
more hassle than they are
worth. They don’t really
save money, and they make
reading for classes even more
work than it already is.

Editor’s Note
The opinions published both in print and online are the opinions of
the authors only and do not necessarily represent the opinions of the
Beacon or Northwestern College.
Respectfully,
the Beacon staff

BY KALI WOLKOW
COPY EDITOR
Plaid is no longer reserved for cowboys, hicks, rednecks
and lumberjacks.
Heck, my 54-year-old city-slicker aunt just got a plaid shirt.
It’s in malls, on walls and Christmas balls. It comes in
button-ups, bags and shoes. It’s for hipsters, skaters and stylehaters. It’s like the black plague, but with a pattern and a higher
life expectancy.
I’ve tried to figure out fashion. I have a friend who watches
“Project Runway” religiously, and she tries to keep me updated on all things up-and-coming or
avant-garde. I’m still trying to figure out why someone thought wedge sneakers would be a good
style idea.
I mean, if you’re going to wear sneakers, you should be able to do more than clod-hop around
in some sort of desperate attempt at sophistication. It’s like middle school in a shoe.
Why do we make these absurd decisions to commit to various fashions that really make no
sense at all? Or seem to have little or no logical origin?
What makes us like something? And then, beyond that, what makes us latch onto that
something in large waves until everyone seems to be of the same mindset?
Here I am, a long-time obsessor of plaid, watching droves of people wear what I’ve been
wearing since my undeniably unfortunate elementary years.
I was that freckled farm kid who showed sheep and fed cows. Collared plaid was my uniform.
It was my inheritance. My granddaddy wore plaid. My dad wears plaid. I wear plaid.
And now, so does most of the country, and it makes me wonder if they know the story.
Around here, in our country bumpkin land called the prairie, plaid speaks of hard work, of
long hours, of grit, grime and fixing fences. It speaks of snagged sleeves, of frayed hems and of
missing buttons.
And most importantly, it tells a story of the stitching that put it together for the next
day. Plaid might just be a pattern. It might just be a trend, but for me, it screams, “roots!” in
a completely rural-American-art-swag kind of way, and it reminds me that even the simplest
things, the most ordinary parts of everyday life, have stories to tell. My story is of a grandpa’s love
for his little auburn-haired granddaughter who wiped dirt on her plaid shirt after collecting bugs
in his garden and spilled watermelon juice on it while spitting seeds with him off the deck. It’s of
windows rolled down, of old-school country music blaring in a red Dodge and of plaid buttonups flapping in the breeze.
I’m no expert on fashion. My family won’t even let me go shoe shopping with my dad just
in case our combined fashion-blindness will result in socially unacceptable, and consequently
hideous (although most likely practical), “casual sneakers.”
However, for me plaid has a story. My plaid shirts might just be hand-me-downs from my
grandpa, but they mean something. Maybe this is just a babbling example of a girl complicating
the simplistic, but then again, have you ever looked in the mirror, and wondered, and I mean
really wondered, why you chose to put on that shirt? Or to lace up those shoes?
What story are you looking at right now? What story are you wearing? And whose is it?
Yours or the trending tidal wave of fashion? I don’t reserve plaid for farm kids or beanies for
hipsters or whatever other fashion stereotype we want to try to justify. I just want us to know
why we wear what we wear, regardless of what pattern you prefer or how often you sport leggings
for everyday use.
Be intentional. Be individual. Wear that crazy hat. Put on those owl-print tights and enjoy
the fact that your story can look however you want it to — within and outside the bounds of the
current fashion trend.

Ethan’s Answers
Dear Ethan,
So I’ve been learning all these new things at college, and some of them conflict
with things that my parents taught me. How do I talk to them about these things
without them getting upset at me for disagreeing with them?
		
-Dazed and Confused

Each week, Ethan De Groot will
answer your questions. To get some
advice on all your life struggles, send
a message to the Beacon’s Facebook
page or tweet @NWC_Beacon.

Dear Dazed and Confused,
This is an age old conflict. Whether it be your views on things such as
evolution, stances on political issues or even the music and movies that you are
into, college opens up a whole new fountain of information. This isn’t a bad thing,
but it can be intimidating for parents. The things you are learning are no longer
under parental control, so you might be learning things they don’t agree with. The
crucial thing here is to respectfully disagree with your parents. Even if you feel
certain that you’re right and that your parents are uninformed, no one likes the
prick that gets confrontational about all the new things they’re learning; even if it
is their own child. I would recommend asking them if they have ever heard about
someone thinking this, or even having them read the book or article that led you

to think this way. Even if you fail to convince them of anything, the most you can
do is respect their beliefs and hope that they respect yours as well.
		
-Go get ‘em, Ethan
Dear Ethan,
What is the most romantic place on campus?
		
-Lookin for Some Lovin
Dear Lookin for Some Lovin,
I have heard that Christ Chapel after dark is a hot spot for NW couples.
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Softball slams Dordt Defenders
ETHAN DE GROOT
SPORTS EDITOR

The
annual
Dordt
vs. Northwestern softball
showdown took place on
Wednesday, April 8, at
the Orange City Softball
Complex, and the Red
Raiders emerged as the clear
winners.
Despite
the
clouds
and the fog, NW handled
the Defenders with ease.
There was a doubleheader
scheduled
between
the
two teams, but due to the
weather, only the first leg
was able to be completed.
The first game was a sixinning, 8-0 win over Dordt,

and the second match was
ended prematurely in the top
of the fourth. NW possessed
a 9-2 lead when the game
was suspended, and it will be
finished at a later date.
Freshman Kayla Tindall
pitched a shutout, which
was her third of the season.
Tindall walked two hitters
and struck out five, only
giving up two hits during
the game.
The game remained
a scoreless tie until the
bottom of the fourth inning
when the Raiders opened
up scoring with runs from

Kara Nonnemacher, Jillian
Kleinhessilink and Kensy
Vande Hoef.
The
Red
Raiders
continued their scoring
streak with three more runs
in the fifth inning, and
finished the Defenders off
with two more runs in the
sixth inning.
Laura Hurley led the
team with three RBI’s on
the day, and Kleinhessilink
recorded a team high three
runs scored.
Sophomore
Monse
Figueroa was impressed by
the team’s performance.

“It was awesome seeing
how well we have been
connecting as a team,”
Figueroa said. “In the third
inning of our second game
our whole line up fed off of
each other. We had back to
back-to-back hits and went
through our whole batting
line up.”
The
date
of
the
rescheduled ending to the
second game has yet to be
determined.
During
the
wait,
however, the Raiders will
be hosting Midland on
Friday, April 10.

Raider Radar
Friday, April 10
Red Raider Open @ NW		
Baseball vs. Doane			
Baseball vs. Doane			
Softball vs. Midland			
Softball vs. Midland			

1:00
5:00
7:30
5:00
7:30

p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.

Saturday, April 11
Red Raider Open Cont’d
Tennis vs. Nebbraska Wes.		
Volleyball @ Augustana		
Baseball vs. Hastings			
Tennis vs. Hastings			
Baseball vs. Hastings			
Softball @ Concordia		

9:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
12:00 p.m.
2:00 p.m.
2:30 p.m.
3:00 p.m.

Monday, April 13
Women’s Golf @ Doane		

12:00 p.m.

Tuesday, April 14
Tennis @ Morningside		
Baseball vs. Mt. Mercy		
PHOTOS BY CLARISSA OEHLER
Senior left fielder Kara Nonnemacher attempts an at bat during the Raider’s 8-0 route of the Defenders this Wednesday.
Nonnemacher went 2 for 3 during the game and recorded two runs and an RBI for the Raiders.

NW to host Red Raider open
BY DALTON KELLEY

Northwestern College
will host the annual Red
Raider Open this weekend.
The meet will feature
seven competing GPAC
teams, including the Red
Raiders. Other participating
schools include: Augustana,
University of Sioux Falls,

Dakota State, and Southwest
Minnesota State.
The two-day meet at
DeValois Stadium, Korver
Field will get underway
at 1 p.m. Friday, April 10,
beginning with several multi
events consisting of javelin,
hammer, pole vault, 5,000m

run, 4x800m relay and the
10,000m run.
Competition will resume
9 a.m. Saturday, April 11,
with the remainder of the
scheduled events.
Two Red Raider athletes
have qualified for the 2015
NAIA Outdoor National

Championships,
Karen
Ettleman (100m Hurdles11th and Long Jump-8th)
and Levi Ettleman (Shot Put7th).
NW heads to the Sioux
City Relays next weekend, a
two-day event held April 1718 at Elwood-Olsen Stadium.

4:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Wednesday, April 15
Softball @ Mt. Marty 		3:00 p.m.
Softball @ Mt. Marty			
5:00 p.m.

Thursday, April 16
Men’s Golf @ Buena Vista
Women’s Golf @ St. Mary’s		
Track & Field @ Morningside
Baseball vs. Midland			
Baseball vs. Midland			
Softball vs. Doane			
Softball vs. Doane			
Football Spring Game		

10:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
12:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Kraft’s streak continues
BY ETHAN DE GROOT

SPORTS EDITOR

On Tuesday, April 7, the
Northwestern Men’s Golf
team traveled to Sioux City
to compete in the Third
GPAC Men’s Qualifier.
This was the Raiders’
first
competition
since
they kicked off their spring
season at the Midland Invite
on March 25. In spite of the
wet and chilly conditions, the
Raiders managed to shine,
clinching the first place spot.
Freshman Justin Kraft
led the team shooting a

76 (+4) on the day which
managed to tie him for
second place along with
Morningside’s Keegan Bok.
Fellow NW freshman Evan
Schuler was not far behind
with a 77 (+5) for the
afternoon.
As a whole the team shot
a 312, placing them ahead of
Hastings by three strokes.
The team featured additional
performances
by
Ryan
Christy, Colton Kooima and
Jordy Reindeers.

Kraft’s
impressive
performance helped keep
him on top of the GPAC
cumulative rankings for the
qualifiers thus far.
NW’s next meet will
be the two-day Buena Vista
Invite on April 17-18 in
Storm Lake. On April 27,
the Raiders will compete in
the fourth and final GPAC
Men’s Qualifier, which will
be hosted by the Raiders
at Landsmeer Golf Club in
Orange City.
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FROM PAGE 1
Right out of college he
worked in Costa Rica. Then
after graduating from Masters
of Business Administration
school, he was under a
government funded contract to
develop a project in Honduras.
From there he went on to other
secular projects with World
Bank and United Nations.
“My first stint was
working in this world of
international
development
as a contractor, which
was a period of ten years,”
Befus said. “Next, I started

working with the Christian
development agencies such
as World Visions and Latin
American office in Costa Rica.
I also worked for a Christian
agency called Opportunities
International for another ten
years. And then I was the
president of a mission agency
for another ten years.”
With a variety of
experiences, Befus is well
qualified to help people who
are interested in the graduate
certificate program to equip
them for vocations to help
the poor.

PHOTO BY SARAH WEDEL
Northwestern is now offering students interested in working in or with other countries such as India
(above) the opportunity to obtain a certificate in the management of international development.

#Stand4Freedom raises awareness
BY LYRIC MORRIS
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

At midnight Wednesday
night, some students may
have been busy cramming in
last minute studying. Others
may have been hanging
out with friends. By some
miracle, a few were possibly
even tucked away into their
beds for the night.
For some Northwestern
students, however, midnight
marked the beginning of a
long night spent in Ramaker
participating in a national
event called #Stand4Freedom
to raise awareness for human
trafficking.
“The point of the event
is to stand ‘One day for
their everyday,’” said Kelsey
Doornenbal, NW’s Justice
Matters Coordinator and
the organizer of the event.
“IJM’s (International Justice
Mission’s) whole idea is to
get college student involved.”
College students across
the nation participating in
the event are asked to take
shifts during a 24-hour
period standing at a table in
the Ramaker Center.
They have two goals:
to raise awareness and
to collect signatures on
a petition in support of
the End Modern Slavery
Initiative (EMSI). According
to IJM’s website, EMSI will
“enact proven anti-slavery
models on a worldwide
scale” by giving “U.S.
resources, with matching
investments
by
other
public and private donors,
to measurably reduce the
prevalence
of
modern
slavery by 50 percent in

targeted populations within
partner countries.”
Doornenbal first had
the idea of hosting an event
on campus after seeing
information on IJM’s website
last year.
“We ended up being first
in the nation last year for the
number of people standing,”
Doornenbal said. “And a lot
of the other schools were
big state universities. It was
definitely a big ‘proud mom’
moment for me.”
After last year’s event, the
petition passed through the
U.S. House of Representatives,
though it was later rejected in
the Senate.
“It was really cool
to see that our voices
actually make a difference,”
Doornenbal said.
Many of the students
who stood during the event
feel similarly to Doornenbal.
“(Slavery) is people’s
reality,” said Mica Graves,
a student who stood at
the event. “IJM’s work
is awesome because it’s
national and global. It’s
cool to be part of a bigger
mission.”
Erin
Holle
feels
especially connected to the
event after participating in
another IJM activity this year
called Dressember, which
asks participants to wear
dresses for the entire month
of December to embrace
“the inherent freedom and
femininity of all women.”
“Doing
Dressember
really made me realize
it’s not just 36 million
randoms in slaver y —
they’re actual people,”

Holle said. “ They have
families. They have lives.”
Doornenbal also expressed
the importance of connecting
to people’s stories.
“We think of this
happening in far away places
like India or Amsterdam,”

Doornenbal said. “But there
are three trafficking centers
right in Sioux Falls. It does
make a difference. If that’s your
mother, sister, friend, it does.”
Doornenbal set a goal to
gather 300 signatures on campus
during #Stand4Freedom, which

closed with a 10:30 pm
worship service just before
midnight rounded out the 24
hours. Students interested
in signing the petition can
visit ijm.org/stand to learn
more information or sign
online.

PHOTO BY LYRIC MORRIS
Northwestern students are participating in the #Stand4Freedom event in order to raise awareness about
human trafficking and to collect signatures for the End Modern Slavery Initiative.

